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A very important characteristic of Muslims,
which should be appreciated in its realistic
context is that Muslims consider themselves
an international community and their religion
an international religion joining
coreligionists beyond the limitations of race,
language and nationality. They take interest
in the common international Islamic
problems are influenced by the problems of
Muslim nations, and extend sympathy and
moral to each other to the possible extent
and within the provisions of the laws of their
countries. They do not consider it against
their love and faithfulness for their country of
residence. They always have sincere love
for their motherland and wish to contribute
in the best possible way to its prosperity and
progress. They consider their attachment for
the other parts of the world as an outcome of
their faith in religion, justice, and noble
human nature and take it to be a source of
benefit and stability for their country as well.
The Indian Muslims have always been in the
forefront in this regard. The enthusiasm with
which they sided with the Turks in the famous
Khilafat Movement, the zeal with which they
formed Khilafat Committees, the sincerity
due to which they won the support of the
whole India and most notably that of the
greatest leader of India Gandhiji  and the
way in which the Khilafat leaders—the Ali
brothers, Maulana Azad and Maulana Abdul
Bari–raised up the whole country on this
issue are events cf the recent past. This is a
distinctive characteristic of the Muslim
community and natural result of its
educational and historical backgrounds. It
is necessary to take into consideration this
fact before any decision relating to Muslims
is taken. 

A Global Community
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Wisdom of Qur’an
This day I have perfected your religion for you. I
have completed My favour upon you and have
chosen for you Islam as your religion.

(al-Ma’idah 5:3)
It emerges from studying the Qur’an that two points
are crucial to faith. First the spread of faith and
second measures to protect faith. As regards the
former, the Qur’an contains clear guidance: It is
Allah Who has sent His Messenger [the Prophet
Muhammad] with guidance and the religion of
truth, to make it superior over all religions even
though the polytheists hate it. (al-Tawbah 9:33)
Elsewhere too, it is said that Allah will accomplish
the above, much to the chagrin of the unbelievers.

(al-Tawbah 9:32)
It is clear from the Qur’anic statement given in
Surah al - Ma’idah that Islam will establish its
superiority over all religions. This will occur not
only in the political domain, but also in terms of
its impact on the human mind. The Prophet
Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him)
was given the glad tidings: When there comes
the help of Allah to you [O Prophet] and the victory,
and you see the people enter Allah’s religion in
crowds, glorify the praise of your Lord, and ask
His forgiveness. He is the One Who always
accepts repentance and Who forgives. (al-Nasr
110:1-3)
The divine promise that people would embrace
Islam in large numbers came true during the
Prophet’s life time. The Qur’an asserts:
Allah has promised those among you who believe
and do righteous deeds that He will certainly grant
them succession in the land, as He granted it to
those before them, and that He will grant the
authority to practise their religion which He has
chosen for them. And He will surely give them in
exchange security after their fear.

(al-Nür 24:55)
This naturally facilitated the spread of Islam. The
Qur’an also states:
Those who, if We give them power in the land,
enjoin the establishing of prayer, the payment of
zakah and exhorting people to do good and forbid
evil. (al-Hajj 22:41) 

Pearls From the
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)
It is related by Abu Hurairah that the
Apostle of God said : "No adulterer
commits adultery and remains a Muslim
during the time he commits the adultery,
and no thief commits theft and remains
a Muslim during the time he commits the
theft, and no drinker drinks wine and
remains a Muslim during the time he
drinks the wine, and no robber commits
robbery, in full view of men, and remains
a Muslim during the time he commits the
robbery, and no embezzler commits
embezzlement and remains a Muslim
during the time he commits the
embezzlement. Thus, O ye who believe
! Save yourselves from these [Faith-
destroying] actss. Save [yourselves]."

—Bukhari and Muslim
Commentary.—Adultery, theft, wine-
drinking, murder and robbery and
embezzlement are antithetical to Islam
and during the time a person performs
any of these evil acts the light of Faith
deserts him. It does not, however, mean
that he altogether goes out of the fold
and becomes an Inf idel. W hile
commenting on this saying, Imam Bukhari
himself has remarked that "the
perpetrator of these sins ceases to be a
full Believer at the time at which he
perpetrates them and the light of Faith
does not remain in him.”
To put it differently, if the peculiar inner
feeling which is known as Faith is alive
and the heart is illumined with it, a person
will never be guilty of these wicked acts.
Such sins are committed only when the
flame of Faith has died out in the heart
and the special spiritual consciousness
which protects a man against evil-doing
has disappeared or grown feeble due to
some reason or the other.
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Editor’s  Note

Remembering Ali Miyan

Comes December and we are reminded of Maulana

Ali Miyan (R.A.). We commemorate his passing away on

December 31, the day when we lost a dominant figure of our

community. A genius, learned and down to earth personality

is now no more to guide us but the message which he has

left behind in his writings and recorded speeches is still fresh

in our mind.

Maulana Ali Mian dominated the last half of the past

century. In the beginning in the company of Maulana Manzoor

Nomani he carried the message of ‘‘Dawa and Tabligh”

initiated by Maulana Mohammad Ilyas kandhelvi. Thereafter

as President of Muslim Personal Law Board he did

commendable work by forcing the Union Government to bow

to his suggestion by exempting Muslim Women from section

125 Cr. P.C. which allow the divorced Muslim women to get
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We solicit articles for publication in The Fragrance of East. Suitable
remuneration will be paid to writers. We prefer receipt of articles on:

e-mail: shariqalavi4@gmail.com
along with a hard copy, duly signed, by post.

maintenance allowance throughout their life as against the

Sharia Law. A new Act was passed on his persuasion.

As Rector of Nadwatul Ulema he worked hard on

elevation of this institute to the level of higher education

centres of the world. Maulana never ran for name or fame

and offered his services in a quiet and subtle way. Inspite of

it he was held in high esteem and regard all over the Islamic

world. King of Saudi Arabia once entrusted him with keys of

‘Kaba’ to open it and offer prayer there. UAE government

offered him the highest award and recognized his worth.

It is hoped that we will always be looking to the path shown

b y  h im .  M a y  G o d  b le s s  h i s  s o u l  w i t h  h ig h e s t  d e g r e e s .  

S.A.



[ 7 ]

THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, December 2025

With all their intellectual and
literary attainments and importance, the
learned scholars of old were fully alive
to their spiritual needs and strove hard
for self-purification and cultivation of a
living, all-pervading consciousness of
the Almighty. They believed that it was
as necessary for their fulfilment to
render respectful service to spiritual
guides and mentors as to sit at the feet
of secular teachers for the acquirement
of temporal knowledge and learning. No
considerations of prestige were allowed
by them to stand in the way. They upheld
their honour and dignity zealously before
the worldly kings and peers and bent not
even by an inch in obedience to them,
and yet were submissiveness and
humility itself when it came to the humble
lords of the spiritual realm. The unique
combination of awareness of the self
with self-denial was a grand
characteristic of the lives of the teachers
of the former days. It is an
incontrovertible fact of the educational
history of medieval India that the
exceptional personalities belonging to
it were’ all unfailingly bound in allegiance
and loyalty to some spiritual leader of
their time.

The entire educational and
intellectual structure of India bore, in its
initial stage, the impress of these three
masters, Allama Abdul Muqtadir Kindi

Solicitude For Spiritual Advancement
- S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

Thanesari (d, 1388), and his two pupils,
Maulana Khwajgi Dehlavi (d. 1406) and
Sheikh Ahmad Thanesari (d. 1398). All
of them were the spiritual disciples of
Sheikh Naseeruddin Chiragh-i-Delhi.

Then we come upon the name of
Allama Wajihuddin bin Nasrullah
Gujerati (d. 1589), “who devoted 67
years of his life to teaching religious and
secular sciences at Ahmedabad. His
pupils were dispersed over a wide area,
from Ahmedabad to Lahore, spreading
light and learning wherever they were.
He had the signal honour .of being
elevated to the rank of ‘Master of
Masters’ in his own life-time.”  The
famous educational centres of Kora
Jahanabad, Amethi, Jaunpur and
Lucknow shone solely with his radiance.
He, in his turn, was the spiritual protege
of Sheikh Mohammad Ghaus Gwaliori
and had received numerous blessings
from him. Two other notable scholars
and teachers of the time, Shah Pir
Mohammad and Maulana Ghulam
Naqshband, who were an institution by
themselves, also belonged to the same
line of spiritual guidance and instruction.

Finally, it was the turn of Mulla
Nizamuddin to dominate exclusively the
educational scene from India to Iran and
Afghanistan. He was not only a devoted
follower of a Qadria divine, Syed Abdul
Razzaq Bansawi, but was literally
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intoxicated with the love for his mentor.
Every word of his biographical study of
him, Manaqib-i-Razzaqia, breathers out
the depth and intensity of his devotion.

The founder of Darul Uloom,
Deoband, with its country wide activities
of religious and spiritual guidance and
reform, Maulana Mohammad Qasim
Nanawtawi (d. 1879) and its other patron
and benefactor, Maulana Rasheed
Ahmad Gangohi (d. 1905) again, were
the disciples and Khalifas of Hazrat Haji
Imadadullah Mahajir Makki. Likewise,
Maulana Syed Mohammad Ali Mongeri,
who founded the Nadwatul Ulema at
Lucknow, was a Khalifa of Hazrat
Maulana Fazlur Rahman of Ganj
Moradabad in the district of Unnao.
Thus, at every turn of its history, we find
the educational endeavour of the
medieval days touched by the spiritual
magnificence of some deep-hearted
man of God. Therein, we imagine lay the
secret of its strength, effectiveness and
spiritual glory.

Curiously enough teachers and
scholars of impeccable worth and ability
were, not un-often, bound in allegiance
to such spiritual leaders as were
technically not scholars themselves and
were not considered as learned by their
contemporaries. Some remarkable
instance of it are afforded by the dutiful
attachment, as disciples, of the Ulema
of the eminence of Maulana
Mohammad Ismail Shaheed and
Maulana Abdul Hai Burhanwi to Hazrat

Syed Ahmad Shaheed, of an
outstanding genius like Mulla
Nizamuddin to Hazrat Syed Abdul
Razzaq Bansawi, and of that great
scholar with an original mind, Maulana
Mohammad Qasim Nanawtawi to
Hazrat Haji Imdadullah. These
instances, which can, surely, not be
ascribed to mere chance, speak in
clearest terms of the utter humility and
total selflessness of the learned scholars
of that time. They tell of priceless
qualities of head and heart that held the
key to the phenomenal success they
achieved in their mission. As we have
said earlier, moral and spiritual evolution
together with the attainment of
intellectual glory and endowment of
learning with earnestness and the spirit
of God-seeking were the chief attributes
of the older educational set-up.
Consequently, there was forged an
intimate contact between men of
learning and enlightenment and the
masses which enabled the former to
exert a strong and ennobling influence
on the society as a whole. Further, the
scholars and other learned men were,
generally, able to summon up enough
moral stamina to resist the pull of worldly
temptations and of benefits accruing
from alignment with princely courts, and
save themselves from other moral
weaknesses—a thing which could not
be possible merely on the strength of
intellect and learning. The single-minded
devotion, the immaculate sincerity and
the unalloyed unselfishness with which
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the educationists, teachers and scholars
continued to serve the cause of learning
for as many as 800 years were due, in
no small measure, to the guidance,
training and moral and spiritual purging
and sanctification they received at the
hands of holy men.

Till the very end, it was a tradition
with Arabic institutions that their
students, after they had completed their
studies, went to live for some time with
spiritual guides whom they or their
teachers held in high regard and with
whom they also felt themselves to be in
tune spiritually for the development of
that aspect of their personality which

could not be taken care of in a purely
academical environment. The students
coming out of the institution founded by
Maulana Lutfullah (which was an
international seat of learning of the last
phase), sought the haloed society of
Maulana Fazlur Rahman of Ganj
Moradabad, while the inclination of the
teachers and pupils of the madrassas
of north-westren India (like those of
Deoband and Saharanpur) was
towards Thana Bhawan, Gangoh and
Raipur where Haji Imdadullah Mahajir
Makki, Hazrat Maulana Rasheed
Ahmad Gangohi and their disciples
served as beacons of moral and
spiritual guidance.

Medicine
The Muslims, moreover, brought to India a new system of medicine the Unani system

which, before the dawn of modern medicine, was universally recognised as the most
advanced and scientific system for the treatment of diseases. At their hey-day the
countries of Iraq, Iran and Turkestan were the most important centres of the Unani
system of medicine in the world, and it was there that its greatest exponents and
practitioners were born during the medieval age. After the establishment of Muslim power
in India, and encouraged by the generous patronage the Muslim rulers extended to
men of learning and ability, a steady stream of outstanding masters of the system poured
into the country for a period stretching over five hundred years. Due to the priceless
services rendered by these worthy men and their pupils-their spirit of dedication and
high proficiency the Unani system touched its peak in India. The indigenous systems
faded into insignificance before the progress it made. No city or town was left without a
practitioner of the Unani school. This system was cheap, simple, and in harmony with
the Indian climatic and temperamental conditions So it spread in India very quickly and
did a wonderful service to the people, composed as they were mainly of the poorer
classes. The Indian physicians, by their contribution, lent further glory to it. During the
declining phase of Muslim rule, Delhi and Lucknow were its two major strongholds and
now India remains the only country where this system is still in vogue.

(Muslims  in India)
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Islamic Culture
-Saeedur Rahman Azami Nadwi*

Literal and terminological meaning
of culture:

Literal meaning of culture is
efficiency and to perceive anything
rapidly. But it’s technical portrait is to
have profound and thorough knowledge
over culture, various arts, sciences,
etiquettes, good manners and sane
thoughts. During conversation this word
is often used to describe any person’s
academic stature and it is said that such
a person possesses good and sound
culture. Besides he has deep knowledge
of different branches of education
including devices of living style. Culture
is indeed an excellent virtue. Educated,
broad minded and civilized persons are
introduced by this trait .Generally
speaking, people like to utter the word
‘civilized’ in praise of anyone.

Sense of Islamic culture:

Islamic culture denotes Islamic
arts, sciences, manners, thoughts and
ideologies. Pivot of this culture is Islam
and its main source is the Qur’an and
Sunnah (sayings of Prophet Muhammad
PBUH) from which fountain heads of
arts and sciences emerge and from

which real thoughts and good manners
are demarcated. Those who have full
command over these factors deserve to
be dubbed as representatives of Islamic
culture and civilization.

It is imperative for an Islamic
scholar and preacher to excel in the field
of education and culture so that he may
project Islamic thoughts and ideologies
in sublime way. Besides he may
become aware of all material thoughts
and philosophies. Similarly, he should
have the worldly knowledge as well as
western way of life. He also should be
alert of its harmful and detriment
influences which may penetrate into
human life. Thus he may distinguish
between material life as well as spiritual
life.

The basis of Islamic culture:

The basic source of Islamic culture
is the Qur’an. It is Allah’s final revelation
to human beings. No falsehood can
touch it. It is the main foundation of
Islamic culture and civilization. It
encompasses all gamut of human life. It
is an eternal message and a universal
relevance. It is the only revealed Book
whose text stands pure and uncorrupted
even today.* Principal, Darul Uloom Nadwatul -

Ulama, Lucknow.
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The Qur’an and our responsibilities:

The first and foremost thing for us
is to memorize the entire Qur’an. If it is
impossible to learn the whole Qur’an by
heart, some parts of it must be
memorized so that we may take
guidance from its light and blessings. In
fact, it is a glorious fountain of life. Its
fluency and sweetness never dry up.

The second thing is that due
attention should be made towards its
recitation, phonetics and accurate
pronunciation. We also should try to
comprehend its true meanings,
teachings, secret facts, fineness,
subtleties and elegances.

It is unfortunate that most of us are
unaware of recitation rules of the Qur’an
and often make blunders during its
recitation and articulation.

Some characteristics of the Holy
Quran:

The first characteristic is that it is
the Book of Allah. It is immune from all
sort of human adulterations. Angel
Jibreeil was transmitter and Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) was its holder,
receiver, explainer and annotator.

The second characteristic is its
continuity. The Qur’an is the last divine
Book. It is not revealed for any particular
nation but for all mankind. It is a glorious
beacon. Allah Himself took
responsibility of its safety, integrity and

protection. The Holy Qur’an says: “We
have, without doubt, sent down the
message; and We will assuredly guard
it from corruption.” (S. 15, A 9)

The third characteristic is its
universality and comprehensiveness.
Besides being and everlasting miracle
of Allah, it is a complete code of Islam.
It is a panacea for all diseases. It deals
with a wide spectrum of issues
regarding human life. As the Qur’an
says, “Verily this no less than a message
to all the worlds. (S. 81, A, 27)

The fourth characteristic is its
literary form, miraculous aspects,
wonderful eloquences and rhetorics.
The Qur’an challenged unbeliever
people of Mecca that if they had power,
present Qur’an like any book. But
despite they were most rhetoricians
failed to present a single verse, let alone
the entire Qur’an. On which Allah
candidly said, “if the whole of mankind
and Jinns were to gather together to
produce the like of this Qur’an, they
could not produce the like thereof, even
if they have backed up each other with
help and support” (S.17, A, 88)

In short, it is up to us to follow
Islamic culture and lead our lives
according to its mainstream the Qur’an
and Sunnah.

(English rendering by

Obaidur Rahman Nadwi)



[ 12 ]

THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, December 2025

Delhi Blast Should Alert Us To Threat of Tech-Savvy Terror
- Prakash Singh*

A high-intensity blast in a car
near the Red Fort Metro Station in
Delhi on November 10 killed 13
people and injured more than 20
others. Delhi has witnessed such
terror incidents in the past: In the year
2000, a unit of the Rajputana Rifles in
the Red Fort was attacked; in 2001,
terrorists stormed the Parliament
complex; in 2005, there were blasts
in Sarojini Nagar and Paharganj; in
2008, there were blasts in Connaught
Place, Greater Kailash and Karol
Bagh, and finally, in 2011, there was
an explosion outside the Delhi High
Court.

For the last 14 years, however,
the national capital had respite from
terror incidents. A sense of
complacency was also perhaps
creeping in. That has now been
shaken. Eternal vigilance, as they say,
is the price of liberty, and one can now
see the security personnel in a state
of high alert all over the country,
especially in the states of Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh, and the Union Territory
of Jammu and Kashmir.

The striking features of the latest

incident of terror and the lessons it
conveys deserve to be properly
analysed.

One, the battle against terror is
going to be a long and drawn-out one.
A pause of some years only conveys
that the terrorists are perhaps
regrouping and wait ing for the
appropriate time to hit again.

Two, terrorists have graduated to
recruiting educated persons with
scientific, medical, and technical
skills. This was particularly evident in
the latest incident in which the prime
suspects are Dr Umar Un Nabi of
Pulwama, the most prominent
member of the Faridabad module who
was driving the car that blew up, Dr
Muzammil Ahmad Ganaie, who was
teaching at the Al-Falah University, Dr
Shaheen Shahid, a doctor from
Lucknow, and Dr Abdul Majeed
Rather, who worked at Famous
Medicare Super Speciality Hospital in
Uttar Pradesh’s Saharanpur.

Three, the security agencies did
a great job in the sense that a
“spectacular” terror attack, which was
being planned at different locations
across the   country, was foiled.
However, there was a serious lacuna
in intelligence gathering. Reports so
far indicate that this plot had been

* The writer, a retired IPS officer, has
served as Director General of Security
Force (BSF) and was a member of the
National Security Advisory Board.
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incubating for about two years.

Four, the fact that terrorists were
holding a stock of nearly 3,000
kilograms of explosives is very
disturbing. They could have created
havoc across the country. Its source
must be identified. Is there leakage
within the country? Was it obtained
from outside the country’s borders?

Five, it is even more alarming
that biological attacks were also being
planned across the country. These can
inflict horrific mass casualties. The
anti-terror squads (ATS) of the Gujarat

and UP police claim to have
unravelled a plot to mix the deadly
toxin, ricin, with temple prasad across
cities.

Six, there is a Turkey angle also
to the conspiracy. Dr Umar Un Nabi is
reported to have recently visited the
country to meet his handlers.

It is a grim scenario. Much has
been lost, though much has been
saved, too. A tremendous challenge
lies before the government. 

(The Indian Express -15-11-25)

Material And Spiritual Achievement

- S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

Speaking of the material and spiritual achievements of Muslims in
India, W. W. Hunter, a noted anti-Muslim writer, has observed that: “The
Musalmans led several of these great land reclamation colonies to the
southward, and have left their names in the Eastern Bengal as the first
dividers of the water from the land. The sportsman comes across their
dykes, and metalled roads, and mosques, and tanks, and tombs in the
loneliest recesses of the jungle; and wherever they went, they spread their
faith, partly by the sword, but chiefly by a bold appeal to the two great
instincts of the popular heart. The Hindus had never admitted the amphibious
population of the Delta within the pale of their community. The Muhammadens
offered the plenary privileges of Islam to Brahman and outcaste alike.
‘Down on your knees, every one of you,’ preached these fierce missionaries,
‘before the Almighty in whose eyes all men are equal, all created beings as
the dust of earth. There is no god but the one God, and His Messenger is
Muhammad’. The battle cry of the warrior became, as soon as the conquest
was over, the text of the Divine” .
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A Maulana Who Fought For Azad & Liberal India
- Mohsin Usmani

Not many would know that
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, a gem of
India’s freedom struggle and its first
education minister, shared a deep
connection with Lucknow.

Azad, also a fiery journalist,
made his first foot-prints in the field in
Lucknow.

His first major journalistic effort
here was the launch of Khadang-E-
Nazar, a monthly magazine, in March
1903 which he edited. In 1905, he
joined ‘Al Nadwa’, the monthly journal
of Nadwatul Ulama, as assistant
editor.

In the same year, Azad
published Jami Shawahid, his two-
part art icle for Lucknow-based
magazine ‘Maarif ’  in which he
discussed religious inclusion and
mosque access. During this phase,
the Maulana f requently visited
Lucknow for political and religious
discussions.

During his visit to the city in 1912,
Azad’s translation of the Arabic
speech of Islamic scholar Allama
Rashid Raza from Egypt at the
Nadwatul Ulema conference earned
him widespread acclaim. His eloquent
address at the meet, too, was praised
by scholars and intellectuals across
the Muslim world.

On Jan 25, 1928, he addressed
a large public meeting opposing the
Simon Commission, backing the
complete boycott  proposed by
Maulana Hasrat Mohani. In Sept
1934, he also presided over the
Jamiat-e-Ahle Hadees conference in
Lucknow.

On July 27, 1937, he headed the
all-Uttar Pradesh Congress session,
where his speech about devotion to
the freedom movement was praised
by intellectuals. Later, he discussed
Congress-League cooperation with
Chaudhary Khaliq-Uz-Zama and
Nawab Ismail Khan, acknowledging
differences that hindered consensus.

In Jan 1938, Maulana held talks
with Shia and Sunni leaders in
Lucknow to mit igate sectarian
tension. Lucknow-based writer and
anthropologist Prof Nadeem Hasnain
recalls, “Azad played a vital role in
bridging the Shia-Sunni divide. He
appealed for unity and peace so both
communities could contribute to the
freedom struggle.”

On March 28, 1946, Azad
addressed members of the Muslim
League in Lucknow and opposed the
demand for Pakistan. As chairman of
the Arabic and Persian Education
Reform Committee in Feb 1947, he
urged that Islamic education must
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include both religious and worldly
knowledge. Later that year, at the All-
India Conference of Muslims in
Lucknow, he called for an end to
communal divisions, warning that
sectarianism had tarnished every
community.

Between 1912 and 1914, his
magazine Al Hilal published essays
on Nadwa, educational reform, and
the independence movement,
reflecting his commitment to merging
faith,  modernity, and f reedom.
Maulana Azad laid the groundwork of
modern educat ion in India. He
consistently advocated reform in
madrassa and women’s education
and was a frequent visitor to Nadwatul
Ulama. His ideas continue to guide

efforts toward educational inclusivity
and modernization.

Born in 1888 in Mecca and
raised in Calcutta, Azad’s journey from
a young journalist to a national leader
reflected his lifelong engagement with
reform and enlightenment. As the
nation marks his birth anniversary, his
vision continues to shape discussions
on inclusive and equitable education.

Prof Jamshed Qamar, a scholar
from Ranchi, shared, “From his early
days as a journalist to his years as a
national leader, Lucknow remained
central to Maulana Azad’s work, both
as a hub of his reformist thought and
a stage for his enduring message of
unity through education.”

A Key Architect of Modern India’s Education System

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad was a strong advocate of secular nationalism and among the
architect of modern India’s education system. He saw education as a foundation for building
an intellectually independent and socially united nation. During his tenure as the education
minister from 1947 to 1958, Azad laid the foundation for several national institutions, including
the UGC, IIT’s, and the Sahitya Akademi. He supported scientific and technical education
while ensuring equal access to learning. His initiatives strengthened primary and adult
education.
Azad said education could unite people across language, faith, and region. He argued that
no nation could progress without educating its citizens, and no democracy could endure
without informed minds. His leadership in establishing the Central Institute of Education
and promoting the Indian Council for Cultural Relations reflected his focus on education as
both an intellectual and cultural bridge.
Veteran journalist Hisam Siddiqui recalls, “Azad was a strong advocate of modern education
and scientific temper, especially among Muslims. He believed progress required combining
faith with reason. As education minister, he laid the foundation of a system that valued both
tradition and innovation. He personally revised madrassa syllabi to include contemporary
subjects ensuring students were ready for a changing world. “ 

(The Times of India- 11-11-2025)
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Impact of The New World Order on Contemporary Islam
- Obaidur Rahman Nadwi

The end of the WW II (1939-1945)
is a landmark in the contemporary world
polit ics and history, and how it
subsequently shaped the changes in the
global world politics. The end of the WW II
was also the beginning of the Cold War,
as a result of which the US and USSR
emerged as two super power rivals to
each other, both in terms of the ideology
and political system.

The two super powers, therefore,
threatened to divide the entire world into
two camps. The Western Europe sided
with the US and the Eastern Europe joined
the Soviet camp, called the western and
eastern alliances. The western alliance
was formalized into the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO), which came
into existence in April 1949. It was an
association of twelve states, which
declared that armed attack on any of them
in Europe or North America would be
regarded as an attack on all of them.
Further, each of these states would be
obliged to help the others. The eastern
alliance, known as the Warsaw Pact, was
led by the Soviet Union. It was created in
1955 and its principal function was to
counter NATO’s forces in Europe.

Both the American and the Soviet
Bloc were hostile to each other. Their
hostility posed a threat to the newly
independent countries of Asia, Africa and
South America, which could progress and
stabil ise only under peaceful
circumstances.

In order to keep themselves away
from the two super blocs and to live in
peace the newly independent countries of
the third world set up the  Non- Aligned
Movement (NAM) in 1961. India’s role in
founding and supporting the NAM could not
be ignored in history. Without the
strenuous efforts of Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru, the NAM perhaps would not have
seen the light of the day.

Consequently, the world was divided
into three blocs; capitalist, Communist and
the Non- Aligned blocs. Similarly, the world
may be divided into three different worlds
First World/ Capitalist World, Second
World/Communist World and Third World/
Non-Aligned World.

The Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (USSR) came into being after
the Socialist revolution in Russia in 1917.
The east European countries that the
Soviet army had liberated from the
western forces came under the control of
the USSR. This group of countries was
called the Second World or the socialist
bloc. The Warsaw Pact held them
together. The Soviet economy was at that
more strong and industry developed than
the rest of the world, except the US.

In the course of time the Soviet
system, however, became very
bureaucratic and authoritarian, making life
very difficult for its citizens. Lack of
democracy and the absence of freedom
subdued people who often expressed their
dissent through jokes and cartoons.
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The one-party system represented
by the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union had tight control over all state and
society institutions and failed to meet the
aspirations of the people in the fifteen
different republics that formed the Soviet
Union. Due to internal differences and a
host of drawbacks, the Soviet Union began
to dwindle. Moreover, the Soviet invasion
of Afghanistan in 1979 weakened the
system even further, both militarily and
economically.

Mikhail Gorbachev sought to reform
this faltering system. Unfortunately,
Gorbachev, was unable to manage the
party strongly and ultimately the Soviet
system collapsed. Boris Yeltsin emerged
as a national hero, taking the former Soviet
Union republics back to the path of
prosperity and political and social change.
In December 1991, under Yeltsin, Russia,
Ukraine and Belarus, three major
republics of the USSR, declared that the
Soviet Union is disbanded. The
Communist Party of the Soviet Union was
banned, ultimately drawing curtains to the
old Soviet Union forever.

It is interesting to note that
disintegration of the Soviet Union and thus
the end of the cold war left a profound
impact on the world politics. The end of
the cold war left the US without any serious
rival in the world. The truth is that the US
hegemony took a new upswing on world
politics in 1991 after the Soviet power
disappeared from the international scene.

In August 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait.
Exploiting the situation the US gathered

660,000 troops from 34 countries to fight
Iraq. Eventually, they defeated Iraq and
termed it as the First Gulf War. The then,
US President, H.W. Bush hailed it as
beginning of a new world order. Since then
the concept of the new world order came
in vogue. We may easily understand the
deceitful intent of H.W. Bush as despite
winning the First Gulf War he lost the next
US Presidential elections of 1992.

Frankly speaking, after the fall of the
Soviet Union, and disappearance of the
biggest enemy of the western world: the
Communism, the western powers and
Israel made Islam their target and started
projecting Islam as a greater threat not only
for the US, Europe but also for the rest of
the world. Jewish thinkers like Bernard
Louis and Samuel Huntington propagated
the concept of clashes of civilizations,
which later became the war slogan of
Zionism against Islam.

September 11, 2001 attacks on the
World Trade Centre and the Pentagon
were the outcome of a conspiracy that
was hatched by Jews in collaboration with
their American masters. It is said that the
mastermind of this tragic event was
Usama bin Laden and his organization “al-
Qaida”. But “the American intelligence
agencies (mainly those operating inside
America) have denied Usama bin Laden
and his organization al Qaida’s role in
September 11 attacks. Even the French
and American scholars have proved
beyond doubt that none but America itself
is responsible for those attacks. The gist
of the evidences provided by these
scholars is that the propaganda made by
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America and the world media about the
attacks is a transparent lie, a big fraud. It
was, in fact, a mutiny of the high military
officials themselves with the agenda to
compel President G.W. Bush to change
his policies”. (Western Media and Its
Impact on Society, p, 149, Publisher
details)

No doubt, the attacks of 9/11 in the
US opened a Pandora’s box and
interpretations and questions about Islam.
Since then Islamophobia gained wide
momentum throughout the globe.
Accordingly, they started destroying
Islamic countries one by one. First they
raided Afghanistan suspecting that Usama
bin Laden, the mastermind of the 9/11 was
there.

Later on, as part of their larger
sinister plan, on 19 March 2003, the US
launched its invasion of Iraq under the
codename “Operation Iraqi Freedom”. The
ostensible purpose of the invasion was to
prevent Iraq from developing weapons of
mass destruction (WMD). While no
credible evidence of WMD has been
unearthed in Iraq, so far. It has led to
destroying not just Iraq but the whole
region, there are conservative estimate
that 60,000 Iraqi civilians were killed in the
US-led invasion. The similar situation
continues in Syria, Libya including
Palestine, taking a huge toll on human
lives.

Ironically, since its inception the
Zionist State of Israel has been exercising
all kinds of oppression and atrocities on
Palestinians and Lebanese. Despite this,

America has been extending both financial
and military aid to Israel. It should be noted
that after Hitler’s destruction UNO came
into existence to maintain international
peace and security besides increasing
cooperation in solving international,
political, economic, social, cultural and
humanitarian problems as well. Strangely,
America has attacked more than 21
countries from Vietnam to Nicaragua, after
UNO came into being. Despite that, the
UNO has helped the US by keeping mum
or adopting useless and ineffective
resolutions. The UNO has failed in
implementing its charter under the
influence of the US.

To sum up, the main plank of the US
and Israel is to root out Islam from the
surface of the earth. But a question arises
here, will America succeed in achieving
its goal? The answer will indeed be in
negative.

Recently, the US like the erstwhile
USSR, had to pay a heavy price in
Afghanistan after continuous military
reverses and financial drain. Ultimately, the
US withdrew its troops from there. It can
be said with certainty that time is not far
off when the USA too would face the same
fate as the USSR. As the enemies of Islam
can’t survive for long. In his book “Islam
Under Siege.” Akbar S. Ahmad has
summed up sagely, saying: “The 21th
century will be the century of Islam. The
events of September 11 saw to that.”
Indeed it would be gratifying for every
Muslim to see these words become the
reality in the near future. Aameen.
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The Excellent & Prominent Qualities of Muhammad (PBUH)
- S. Sulaiman Nadwi

Muhammad (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) is the
most excellent model character for the
whole mankind and his actions and
deeds were in perfect conformity with
the Will of Allah which manifested itself
through his august personality. Anyone
who follows him with devotion and
sincerity will never be led astray and
will be the recipient of Allah’s rewards
in this world and in the Hereafter.

Awe and Dignity

He had a dignified and awe-
inspiring personality. The bravest of
men dipping their swords in poison to
kill Allah’s Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) when
looked at his face, were overwhelmed
by awe and fear. Even the most proud
and arrogant Arab tr ibes were
dumbfounded to hear his arrival. The
Jews who ruled behind their fortified
walls and wore proud of their military
strength and equipments, at last
bowed their heads before him. Abu
Sufyan a staunch enemy of Islam who
had made several attempts on his life
accepted Islam on the day of the
conquest of Makkah and was granted
pardon. He was seeing the scene of
the victory of  Makkah and the
magnificent glory of Islam holding his
breath and trembling all over. Those

who did not know him (the Holy
Prophet) were filled with awe and fear
of him. He comforted them saying:
There is no cause of fear from me.
Those who knew him were ready to
sacrifice their lives for him.

A bedouin came to the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him). As he cast a glance at
his face, he began to tremble. The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) said: Don’t be afraid, I
am not a king. I am the son of a woman
of Quraish who used to cook dry meat
and eat it, Makhrama, a companion
said to his son, Aswad: Allah’s
Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) is in the women
apartment, call out to him. Aswad
hesitated. He said to him: Dear son!
He (Muhammad) is not a tyrant.

With the exception of Islam all
other religions need a building within
the four walls of which they could
perform their r ituals or acts of
devotion. They believe that their god
lives within them and they cannot call
him outside the places of their
worship, nor can they make offerings
(of sacrificial animals) to him except
at the altars. Similarly the Christians
cannot bow their heads before God
elsewhere except the Churches.
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Likewise the idol-worshippers have to
go to their temples to please their
deities. But God of the universal
religion of Islam is not restricted to a
particular place or building. He is
Omnipresent and He can be called
from any place, may it be a mountain
or a desert or land or sea, we can
prostrate before Him. He is present in
the mosques as well as outside the
mosques. Sacrif ice can also be
offered to him at any place. It has been
said in the Holy Qur’an:

The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said:
The whole earth has been made as a
place of worship for me. Though this
point seems to be ordinary but there
lies a great truth in it as it declares the
universality and finality of the religion,
Al-Islam.

Large Following

Many Prophets came into this
world; but their teachings no longer
exist in their proper and exact form.
They were either obliterated or
changed. The biographies of the
renowned Prophets which throw a light
only on the events of their lives
indicate that the number of their
followers was limited and could not
exceed a few hundred or thousand.
When the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) called
the people to Islam, none listened to
his call. He was all alone, but in a short

period of twenty-three years his voice:
There is no god but Allah was heard
in the whole of Arabia and when he set
out for Hajjat-ul-Wada (Farewell
Pilgrimage) more than one lakh
devotees surrounded him from all
sides.

Anas b. Malik said: The Prophet
of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) said: I would be the first
intercessor in the Paradise and no
Prophet amongst the Prophets has
been testified by such a large number
of people as I have been testified. And
verily there would be a Prophet among
the Prophets who would be testified
to by only one man from his people.

Ibn ‘Abbas narrated to us from
the Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) that
he said: There were brought before
me the peoples and I saw a Prophet
and a small group (of his followers)
along with him, another Prophet and
one or two persons (along with him)
and (still another) Prophet having no
one with him when a very large group
was brought to me. I conceived as if it
was my Ummah. Then it was said to
me: It is Moses and his people. You
should look at the horizon and I saw a
very huge group. It was again said to
me: See the other side of the horizon
and there was (also) a very huge
group. It was said to me. This is your
Ummah.
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Message for All

The reason for the huge following
of the Prophet Muhammad (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him)
than the other Prophets (peace be
upon them) is that his predecessors
were sent to the particular peoples
and part icular tr ibes and their
preaching was confined to them. But
the message of Muhammad (peace

and blessings of Allah be upon him)
is perfect, final and for the whole
humanity. Besides the Arabs, those
who embraced Islam included Salman
‘Ajami, Suhail of Rome and Bilal of
Abyssinia. The letters which he wrote
to the rulers of the other countries
inviting them to Islam bear ample
testimony to the fact that his message
was for all.

Ten Gifts of Muslim
-S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

The noted historian, Sir Jadunath Sircar, has, in a paper
entitled, ‘Islam in India’, enumerated ten gifts, which, according

to him, the Muslims conferred on India. Some of these we have
already discussed in this chapter; the rest are as follows: (i) the

establishment of contact with the outside world; (ii) political unity
and uniformity of culture and dress specially in the upper classes;

(iii) a common official language and an easy, simple style of prose
in the evolution of which both the Hindus and Muslims have taken

part; (iv) the promotion of regional languages under the aegis of
the Central Government so that there may ensue general peace

and contentment and equal opportunities for literary and cultural
advancement may be made available to all; (v) the revival of

maritime trade which was originally in the hands of the people of
SouC but had been lying suspended for a long time; and (vi) the

formation of the Indian navy.
(Muslims in India)
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Before Ismail (AS) was made to
dwell there, Makkah was just a part of
an entirely uninhabited and barren
land. The valley situated between the
two arid mountainous ranges used to
serve as a temporary passageway for
the water flowing down in the wake of
rains on the surrounding hills, getting
again arid and waterless afterwards.
Yet, its location was bestowed with a
certain peculiar munificence from God
owing to which it had already been
selected by Allah Almighty since the
very inception of the human population
on Earth and the very first human
being, Hazrat Adam (AS), had a place
of worship to Allah already made
there. Going by some reported
versions, Hazrat Adam and his wife,
Hazrat Hawwa, had, on their arrival in
this sphere of Earth, taken their
sojourn in these very quarters.
Moreover, if the areas of human
population on this sphere of Earth are
looked at on the basis of the location,
Makkah appears to be located exactly
in the centre of the regions having
human population. In all likelihood that
is the reason why the position that the
navel holds in the human body is
exactly the same as held by Makkah
Mokarramah in the centre of the
human population on the earth. It is,
thus, the centre of the human world and

The City of Makkah
- S. M. Rabey Hasani Nadwi

Allah Almighty had made it the centre
for his worship, too. All those who offer
Namaz from all around, do so facing
towards it. There, in the centre of it lies
that House of Allah which is the very
first place built for His worship on His
earth. On arr iving at i t ,
circumambulation around i t is
performed by way of worship to Allah.

Hence, the last Prophet of Allah
Almighty, too, whose Shariat (code of
conduct) and injunctions were to
remain in force for all times to come
till the end of the world was made to
take birth there itself. Not only that, he
was made to take birth in a family that
was looked upon by the inhabitants of
the entire Arab regions as the most
respected one. And even within this
family, he was made to take birth in
its most respected stock. The
populace in Makkah which was finally
composed of only the tribe of Quoraish
was acknowledged as one having a
strong, democratic order under
command of Qusai bin Kilab, the
great-grand father of the Prophet
(SAW).

There was an excellent system
already in place for conducting the
religious and non-religious affairs of
the people. I ts managerial
responsibilities had been allocated to
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various branches of tis family. In this
way, a consultative and democratic
system already been formed which
was, amidst the systems of the world
that were in vogue in their respective
times, a unique one, whereas at that
time, amidst the educated and
civilized nations of the world, it was the
sovereignty and dictatorship that were
in vogue. It was in that very time that
these people had established a
democratic consultative system, albeit
it was confined within a small region;
but, in view of the way it was, it was
momentous. This system kept
maintained in his descendants also.
The house of Qusai was held as the
centre of this consultative system
which had assumed, in a way, the
status of a democratic parliament.
Among the various tasks carried out
under this system was the
responsibility of looking after the
comfort and hospitality of those
coming to, and visiting the house of
Allah also. It had come to be allocated
to the forefathers of the Prophet
(SAW), which they had performed so
nicely that their grandeur and esteem
got ensconced in the hearts of all the
people within the ent ire Arab
Peninsula. In this respect, the
grandfather of the Prophet (SAW),
Abdul Muttalib, had achieved great
distinction as he had performed his
obligations in a much nicer way.

Reclamation of the Zamzam
Well:

While the Prophet’s grandfather,
Abdul Muttalib, took care of many other
things, he took care also of - what he
had got a hint of, through a dream -
having that auspicious spring well of
Zamzan which had gone, getting
gradually discarded, covered up atop,
revived and reclaimed and getting it
again running from its underground
source up-to its outlet at the ground
level. When he had the success
achieved in this task, the other
branches of the family, viewing that all
the credit for this auspicious job was
accruing on him, staked their claim to
it, maintaining that it was jointly owned
by all of them. When they quarrelled
over it, he and all others got prepared
to get the issue resolved, having gone
towards Syrian regions, through
arbitration of some soothsayer there.
But, during the journey Abdul Muttalib
appeared to receiving such Succour
from Allah Almighty as made the
distinctive position of Abdul Muttalib
evident to all of them. He it was who
had, during the last phase of his life,
the good fortune of patronizing the
Prophet of the last phase of the world
in his childhood. Then, through this
Prophet of the last phase of the world,
the fel ici ty of performing the
responsibility of lending Makkah, and
the place of worship, the mosque,
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situated therein and specified for this
very purpose from the day one, the
position of an internationally central
place of worship till the Doomsday,
was achieved. Allah Almighty says:

(Verily the first House set apart
for mankind was that at Bakka, blest
and guidance to the worlds.)(Aal-e-
lmran: 96)

Then this last Prophet of Allah
who was the orphaned grandson of
this very Abdul Muttalib was graced by
Almighty Allah, the Providence, with
the status of the Prophet for the entire
last phase of the world. He was
entrusted with the task of elucidating
and implementing the entire system of
worshipping and obeying the Lord and
the Providence of the word. It was the
self-same system, the foundation of
which was laid by Hazrat Ibrahim (AS)
by making his darling, sucking infant
son and his mother take up the sojourn
there with no one to help or take pity
on them. It was the system which his
descendants had, in preference to
their own desires and tendencies, had
all but buried, with all his ambition and
intention embodied in it. They had the
worship and obedience to their One
and Single Providence dissembled
under the worship of innumerable
gods.

Location of Makkah and its
Natural Conditions:

Makkah Mukarramah, whence
the call towards the truth got initiated
and announced and which was the
native home of the Prophet of the last
phase is situated in the valley lying
between the two mountainous ranges.
Its height from the sea level is said to
be about 350 ft. Its altitude is of
21degree North and its longitude is
39.5 degree South. It is at a distance
of about 75 km East-ward from the
sea coast. Bakka, Makkah, Ummul
qura and Al-balad-ul-Ameen are its
various names. The valley which it is
situated in is a rocky and narrow one.
In it the town of Makkah Mokrramah is
stretched, from East to West, over
approximately several miles. The
width of the town, too, is about two
miles. Its valley is also known as Abtah
and Batha. This valley of Makkah is
surrounded by two mountainous
ranges which, commencing from the
West, are extended far into the East.
One of these two ranges is Northern
and the other Southerli. These two
ranges are cal led together
“Akhshaban”.

There is just one water-spring in
the city. It is called Zamzam. Beside
that there is no water-well worth the
name or of any significance. Because
of the paucity of water, nothing can be
cultivated in its soil. Now a canal or
two have been made to flow from
elsewhere up to it. Thanks to them, the
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supply of water has now been
facilitated. With its help some grass
and plants have also been planted. In
the Abbasid era itself, a canal was
made to flow from a place near Taif
up to it. This canal is called Zubaida
canal. It was got constructed by
Zubaida, the mother of the Abbasid
Caliph, Ameen. Hence, the name,
Later on, it was kept being developed.
Nowadays, other means of getting the
water there, too, have been adopted.
Thanks to them, there is no shortage
of water at all there anymore. Since
Makkah is in a valley, it used to get
inundated with water in the past on
occasions of vast-scale floods. The
water would get accumulated in huge
quantity in the Harem mosque itself.
Recently, the government has got a
dam built before the Muallat. In
addit ion, a huge underground
drainage tunnel at Harem and beyond
has also been built by the government
through which the filthy water of the city
as well as the flood water are drained
out towards the low-lying part of
Makkah called “Misfala” and then on
out of it.

Because of being particularly
surrounded amidst mountains,
Makkah Mokarramah is more hot than
cold. In summer, the weather in the city
is harsh. It rains here only in winter. Its
total annual rainfall does not exceed
4 to 5 inches. Hence, the summer
season lasts commencing from March

up to the end of October. Again, being
surrounded by mountains, the winter
season is not so very cold. Talking of
winds, the Western wind is the best. It
blows towards it from the sea side.
Next to it is the Nothern wind. It, too,
blows towards it from the sea side.
The hottest of all winds is the Eastern
one.

Its mountains are named in the
Bible ‘the Mounts of Faraan’. This
name owes itself probably to the
attribution to Faraan bin Amr bin
Amleeque, the monarch.

The populace in Makkah lived
initially in tents only. It is only two
centuries before the Hijrah, when the
Prophet’s (SAW) great grand-father,
Qussai bin Kilab, had come from
Syria that the houses started getting
built there under his advice. The
society in Makkah and its social and
religious responsibilities also got
organized. These were essentially
held by Qusai bin kilab himself. It gave
a further boost to the importance that
Quoraish had and these
responsibi l i t ies became their
prerogatives. After the advent of Islam,
the city kept developing incessantly. It
has now assumed the status of a
metropolitan within regions far and
wide, adjacent to, and surrounding it.
It is now the most important and central
city of the entire Islamic world. 
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During the twentieth century,
Muslim India has produced great
Islamic theologians, interpreters of the
Qur’an, scholars of Hadith, Islamic
jurists, historians, propagators of the
fai th, social  reformers and
educationists, but one cannot name
another Islamic scholar whose
concerns covered the entire spectrum
of the collective existence of the
Muslim Indians as a living community
in the national and international
context, who, for decades, enjoyed
universal respect, and who was
accepted by the non-Muslims, at the
highest level,  as the legi t imate
spokesman for the concerns and
aspirations of the entire community.

Maulana Syed Abul Hasan Ali
Nadvi was indisputably one of the
greatest exponents of Islam in the
second half of the twentieth century
and because of his command over
Arabic, through his writings and
speeches, he had a wide area of
influence extending far beyond the
Sub-continent, particularly in the Arab
World.

His exposition of Islam was
marked by moderation. He was not a
fanatic in any sense of the term but he
believed in Islam as a blessing for
mankind and as a posi t ive and
creative factor in human history. a

Defender of Islamic Identity
- Syed Shahabuddin

sense Islam was perceived by him as
a civilizational force which retained its
relevance in the modem age as a
viable counterpoint to the Western
civilisation with all its excesses.

The Maulana’s forte was his
extraordinary grasp of Islamic history.
It is this historic sense of the rise and
fall of Islam in different ages and
regions, which prompted him ever to
take a long-term rather than a short-
term, a broad rather than a narrow,
view of the problems the
contemporary community faced.

The Maulana was the very anti-
thesis of the media image of the fire-
eating, narrow minded Mul lah.
Orthodox as he was, he was far from
being conservative in his approach.
Umma-conscious as he was, his love
of the motherland knew no bounds. He
preached ‘Jihad’ to restore Muslim
dominance; He stood for mutual
respect, for peaceful co-existence, for
human values, for establishing a
social ambience based on tolerance
and harmony in India and in the world
at large.

The Maulana understood the
spirit of age. He appreciated the role
of Democracy and Nationalism.  With
his deep insight into the Qur’an and
his understanding of the personality of
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the Holy Prophet, he understood the
implications of a multi-religious world,
a global village divided into multi-
religious States.

Scion of an illustrious family
which has produced scholars and
spir i tual preceptors l ike Shah
Alamullah Naqshbandi and Syed
Ahmad Shaheed, the Maulana’s
father, Hakim Syed Abdul Hai, was an
eminent scholar of  his t ime,
immortalised by his encyclopaedic
work, Nuzhatul Khawatir, (in eight
volumes) containing about 5,000
biographical notes on Muslim
scholars, theologians, jurists, etc. of
India, apart from other notable works.

Syed Abul Hasan Ali was born in
1333 A.H. (1914 AD). Having lost his
father at the age of nine, he was
brought up by his elder brother, Dr.
Syed Abdul Ali Hasani who practised
medicine at Lucknow. He specialised
in Arabic literature at Nadwatul Ulema,
Lucknow, studied Hadith under Sheikh
Husain Ahmed Madani at Darul
Uloom, Deoband and Tafsir under
Maulana Ahmad Ali of Lahore where
he came in touch with Iqbal whose
poetry left an abiding impression on
him. Besides literary and theological
studies, Maulana developed keen
interest in Islamic history and also
learnt English in Order to keep himself
abreast of contemporary thought. He
taught Arabic literature and Tafsir at
the Nadwatul Ulema for ten years.

After the demise of his elder
brother, he became  the Secretary of
Nadwatul Ulema and subsequently as
Rector he supervised both i ts
academic and administrat ive
management.

In 1947, the Maulana could have
followed his mentor Syed Sulaiman
Nadvi and migrated to Pakistan but he
did not.

In his formative years, the
Maulana was associated with the
Jamat-e-lslami for a few years after its
establishment by Maulana Abul Ala
Maudoodi. Then he turned to the
Tablighi Jamaat founded by Maulana
llyas. But the Maulana’s genius
demanded wider hor izon for i ts
unfolding.

Spiritually a disciple of Maulana
Abdul Qadir Raipuri, the Maulana
belonged to the Sufi Silsila Qadiriya
Naqshbandia.

Apart from his long association
with Nadwa (as student, teacher,
Secretary and Nazim), he served on
the Shura of  the Darul  Uloom,
Deoband, chaired the Managing
Committee of Darul Musannefin,
Azamgarh and established the
Academy of Islamic Research and
Publications at Lucknow.

A prolific writer his works have
been prescribed in the courses of
study in a number of Arab Universities.
His notable Arabic work Maza
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Khasera al-Alam b’ inhi tati l-
Muslimeen was not only widely
acclaimed but also carved out a place
for him in the literary circles of the Arab
world. Several of his works have since
been translated into Arabic, English,
Turkish, Bhasha Indonesia, Persian,
Tamil and some other languages.

Karavaan-e-Zindagi,  h is
autobiography in 8 volumes, and
Purane-Chiragh (life sketches of
contemporary personali ties), his
biography of Syed Ahmad Shaheed,
his biography of Hazrat Ali, (KW) and
his Tarikhe-Dawat-o-Azimat are his
prominent contribut ion to Urdu
literature.

He was an Honorary Member of
the Academy of Arts and Letters,
Damascus and Academy of Arabic
Language, Amman and served as
Visiting Professor in a number of Arab
Universities.

Internationally recognised, he
was one of the Founder Members of
the Rabita at-Alarn-Al-lslami, Makka,
(1963), and served on the Higher
Council of the Islamic University,
Medina, the Executive Committee of
the Federation of Islamic Universities,
Rabat, and as the Chairman of the
Board for the Centre of Islamic Studies
of the Oxford University. The lectures
he delivered at Indian, Arab and
Western Universities have been highly
appreciated as original contribution to
the study of Islam and on Islam’s

relevance to the modern age.

In 1980, he received the Faisal
International Award, followed by the
Brunei Award and the UAE Award in
1999.

A great scholar, the Maulana was
not confined to the cloister. Not
involved in active politics, he never
participated in party or electoral
politics. He did not even join the All
India Muslim Majlis, established by his
protégé Dr. A.J. Faridi in 1967, as it
took to electoral politics. The Maulana
was one of the founders of the All India
Muslim Majlis-e-Mushawarat (1964),
the All India Muslim Personal Law
Board (1972) and the All India Dini
Talimi Council. He presided over the
Milli Convention in 1979. He also
extended his patronage to the Islamic
Fiqah Academy and the All India Milli
Council when they were established.

To promote communal harmony,
the Maulana became one of the
founders of FOCUS which was later
transformed into Society for
Communal Harmony. He also
established a movement ‘Payam-e-
lnsaniyat’ to preach the gospel of
universal love and brotherhood.

The Maulana valued the
Constitution and the secular order as
a guarantor of the Islamic identity of
the Muslim community and on non-
discrimination against them in various
spheres of life. But he clearly saw the
historic process of assimilation at
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work in India and the long-term
objective of Hindu Nationalism to
absorb the Muslim Indians into the
Hindu fold. That explains his firm stand
on the question of Muslim Personal
Law against any interference through
legis lation or through judicial
pronouncement and on introduction of
Saraswati Vandana in Schools in UP.

The great political battles of
Muslim community during the last
decades of the century were fought
under his guidance. The A.l. Muslim
Personal Law Board launched in 1985
the movement for legislative
nullification of the Supreme Court
judgement in the Shah Bano Case
which the Muslim Indians saw as the
thin end of the wedge for interference
with the Shariat and for distorting the
Islamic identity of the community. The
Muslim Women (Protection of Rights
on Divorcees) Act, 1986 was its fruit,
though it had several in-built flaws
which had landed the community
subsequently in endless litigation.

With the Maulana’s consent in
1986, the AIMMM and the AIMPLB
took up the question of restoration of
the Babri Masjid when the unlocking
of its doors in January 1986 for regular
darshan and puja converted it into a
de-facto temple. Though he did not
directly involve himself in the Babari
Masjid Movement (whose Co-
ordination Committee was later split
to form the A.l. Babri Masjid Action

Committees), he guided it at all
critical points and participated in
negotiations with the government as
well  as Hindu representat ives.
Subsequently to the demolition, the
AIMPLB, under his president-ship
took the question in its own hands
including the direct ion of  the
proceedings in the title suit, the
criminal case and the inquiry.

In the last decade of his life the
Maulana served as the final arbiter,
the last word, the Marja, the ultimate
point of reference, on any intra-
communal differences, even if he did
not play any active role in resolving
them. He counselled commitment with
patience and wisdom, movement
within the framework of democracy
and rule of law, and dignity and not
rhetoric in utterances.

W ith his of f -repeated
commitment to the principles of
Democracy, Secularism and Non-
violence as the only viable foundation
for the Indian polity, his constant
endeavour for inter-religious dialogue
and for reconciliation and harmony, he
commanded universal respect for his
moderation, learning and integrity, for
his influence in the Muslim community
and for his outreach in the Islamic
world.

Assiduously sought by eminent
political personalities from Indira
Gandhi to Atal Behari Vajpayee, the
Maulana acted as the bridge between
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the government and the national
parties, on the one hand, and Muslim
community, on the other.

The Maulana, i t  has been
correctly observed stood for social
reform, religious revival and political
awakening but not for Islamic
Revolution. He was realistic enough
not to chase mirages or instant
solutions. He saw clearly that the
destiny of  Musl im Indians was
intertwined with that of the Indian
people as a whole and   that, in the
age of democratic pluralism, an
Islamic revolution or the restoration of
Islamic power was out of the realm of
possibility but it was possible for the
Muslim Indians to lead an Islamic life
and at the same time participate in
managing the affairs of the country
and contribute to its progress and
development. This was the basis of
his efforts to reduce the distance
between the Muslims and Hindus, to
demolish the wall of distrust between
them and to create bonds of
understanding and co-operation in
rebuilding relations on the terms of
common values of the society which
he saw as being engulfed by dark
forces of hatred and violence.

All his active life, with Lucknow
as his base, he wandered
ceaselessly, not only within the country
but in the Arab-Islamic world and the
West, in a constant search, it seems
to me, for reconciliation between Islam

and the West, between rival
ideologies in the Arab Islamic world,
between India and Pakistan and
between the Hindu and Muslim
Indians. Cautious in taking positions,
he always looked beyond the
turbulence of time, through the flames
of the current controversy. Even if he
took part, his role was that of a
counselling patience, of avoiding
confrontation, of appealing to reason.

A man who personified Islamic
values, spoken, cultured and
courteous to the core, humility and
modesty, patience and tolerance,
moderation and balance, generosity
and compassion - all Islamic values
marked his personality. Neither a
politician, nor a publicist, essentially
a scholar a man of religion, a spiritual
person, a modern Dervish, a Mard-e-
Momin who combined in himself the
highest values of the Shariat and the
Tariqat, of orthodoxy and Sufism and
who commanded respect for this
transparent sincerity, for his simple
living and for his selfless devotion to
the common cause of the Community
and the Nation, a man who lived for
Allah alone and who wanted nothing
but the good of all is no more.

His demise is the end of an era
in the history of the Muslim India and
has created a void impossible to fill
in the foreseeable future.

May his soul rest in peace.
Aameen! 
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His Lineage, Birth, And Kunyah

He is ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab bin
Nufail bin ‘Abdul-’Uzza bin Rabah bin
‘Abdullah bin Qurt bin Razah bin ‘Adi
bin Ka’b bin Lu’ai Al-Qurashi. His
mother, the sister of Abu Jahl, is
Hantamah bint Hashim bin Al-
Mughirah Al-Makhzumiyyah. ‘Umar
(RA) was born 13 years after the year
of the Elephant (the year in which
Abrahah attempted and then failed to
destroy the Ka’bah, and the year in
which the Prophet (SWS) was born).
His Kunyah is Abu ‘Abdullah, and the
Prophet (SWS) gave him the Kunyah,
Abu Hafs.

His Acceptance Of Islam

In the early days of Islam, rather
than being a follower of the Prophet
(SWS), ‘Umar (RA) was one of Islam’s
staunchest enemies. He viewed the
Prophet (SWS) as being someone
who wanted to destroy the status quo
in Makkah and who threatened the
existing social hierarchy. Fuelled by
hatred for the new religion and
endowed with both social rank and
prodigious physical strength, ‘Umar
(RA) inflicted more harm upon the
Muslims than almost any other
Makkan chieftain.

As the years went by, the
situation of the Muslims worsened: the
Quraish were becoming more and
more bold in their attacks against the
Prophet (SWS) and his Companions
(RA). Since most Muslims were poor
and weak it would have been of great
help if more chiefs from the Quraish
were to accept Islam. And so the
Prophet supplicated to Allah saying:

“O Allah, grant honor to Islam
through the most beloved of these two
men to you: ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab or
Abu Jahl bin Hisham.”

Not long thereafter, the first sign
of ‘Umar’s heart softening occurred
when a Muslim couple from his clan
were migrating from Makkah to Al-
Habashah, in order to flee from the
harsh treatment of the Quraish. They
planned to leave separately, so as to
remain unnoticed, and then to meet up
again somewhere outside of Makkah.
The wife left first, and on the outskirts
of Makkah she met the person she
probably least wanted to see, one of
the main opponents of Islam at the time
— ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab. Seeing her
baggage, ‘Umar knew that she was
leaving Makkah, and so he accosted
her. After he interrogated her, she

‘Umar bin Al-Khattab (R.A.)
- Abdul Aziz Ash-Shanawi
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acknowledged that she was leaving
Makkah; she then boldly told him that
he should leave her free to go and that,
in Al-Faruq

Hamzah (RA) had accepted
Islam three days before ‘Umar bin Al-
Khattab (RA) did the same. Up until
that time, the Muslims were not able
to pray safely at the Ka’bah, and so
‘Umar (RA) said, “O Messenger of
Allah, are we not upon the truth,
regardless of whether we are dead or
alive?” The Prophet said:

“Yes! By the One Who has my
soul in His Hand, you are indeed upon
the truth, regardless of whether you are
dead or alive.”

‘Umar (RA) then said, “Then why
hide (ourselves)? By the One Who has
sent you with the truth, from now on
there will be no gathering I sit in that
contains Kufr (disbelief), except that I
will openly manifest my Islam, without
being timid or frightened. By the One
Who has sent you with the truth, we will
go out; by Allah, Allah will not be
worshipped in secret after this day.”

The Prophet’s Companions (RA)
then set out in two organized rows,
with Hamzah bin ‘Abdul-Muttalib (RA)
at the front of one of them, and ‘Umar
bin Al-Khattab at the front of the other.
So hard did the Companions (RA)

strike the ground as they marched,
that clouds of dust were raised. And
they raised their voices behind the
voices of Hamzah and ‘Umar (RA) with
the words: None has the right to be
worshipped but Allah; Muhammad is
the Messenger of Allah. When the
Messenger of Allah (SWT) later
returned to Darul-Arqam, he (SWS)
said to ‘Umar (RA):

“You have indeed clearly
distinguished truth from falsehood, O
Al-Faruq (thus ‘Umar’s title, Al-Faruq,
which means: one who clearly
distinguishes truth from falsehood).”

His Migration

To be sure, Islam gained much
strength and honor when Hamzah and
‘Umar (RA) had accepted Islam. The
Quraish began to worry: in a period of
only three days, two of Makkah’s
chiefs had accepted Islam. At that rate,
more and more prominent figures in
Makkan society would become
followers of Muhammad, and in the
minds of the Quraish, that outcome
had to prevented. The Makkan chiefs
became even angrier when they found
out that the inhabitants of Al-Madinah
had pledged al legiance to the
Messenger of Allah (SWS). The
Makkan chiefs began to be consumed
by more and more hatred, and in the
same proportion, their treatment of the
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Muslims worsened — becoming more
savage and oppressive.

It  was to f lee from their
oppression and gain freedom to
practice their religion that Muslims
began to migrate to Al-Madinah. For
the most part, each person travelled
alone, secretly leaving Makkah under
the protection of the dark night. ‘Umar
(RA), on the other hand, refused to
leave in a clandestine manner; he
wanted everyone to know that he was
leaving. And so he announced his
impending departure, as if he was
threatening the Quraish about
upcoming hostilities. He (RA) took his
sword, bow, and arrows, and went to
the Ka’bah, in the courtyard of which
the Quraish were gathered. ‘Umar
(RA) performed At-Tawaf (circuits
around the Ka’bah) seven times, after
which he performed two units of prayer
at Al-Maqam. He then went to their
separate gathering one at a time and
said, “May your faces be uglified!
Whoever wishes to bereave his
mother (of a son), to make his child
an orphan, or to leave his wife behind
as a widow, then let him meet me
behind this valley (i.e., I am leaving).”
Not surprisingly, considering ‘Umar’s
physical strength, no one followed him,
and so he peacefully traveled to
Yathrib (the name of Al-Madinah prior

to the Prophet’s migration).

Brotherhood

To smoothen the transition for
the migrators and to create a sense
of unity between them and the native
residents of Al-Madinah (the Ansar),
the Messenger of Allah (SWS)
established bonds of brotherhood
between them. He (SWS) said,
“Become brothers for Allah, two
brothers at a time (i.e., each person
from the Ansar was to have a brother
from the Muhajirun).” He (SWS) then
took ‘Ali bin Abu Talib (RA) by the hand
and said, “This is my brother.” A bond
of brotherhood was established
between Abu Bakr As-Siddiq and
Kharijah bin Zaid Al-Khazraji and
between ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab and
‘ltban bin Malik (RA).

The Day Of Badr

From the day that he accepted
Islam, ‘Umar (RA) became one of the
foremost of Companions (RA) in
ranking. High ranking is what he truly
deserved, for he was such a man that,
if he was absent, the people missed
him; and if he was present in a
gathering, people looked to him for
sound opinions. The Messenger of
Allah (SWT) would take counsel from
‘Umar and Abu Bakr (RA); he (SWS)
said:
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“The ranking of Abu Bakr and
‘Umar in this religion is similar to that
of hearing (ears) and sight (eyes) for
the head.”

And in another narration, the
Prophet (SWS) said:

“Every Prophet has two
ministers from the dwellers of the
heavens, and (two) from the dwellers
of earth. My two ministers from the
dwellers of the heavens are Jibril and
Mikail; my two ministers from the
dwellers of earth are Abu Bakr and
‘Umar.”

His Ranking Among The
Prophet’s Companions (RA)

Brave and steadfast, ‘Umar (RA)
participated with the Prophet (SWS)
in every single battle. And on the day
of the Farewell Pilgrimage, the
Prophet (SWS) said:

“In the heavens are two angels,
one of whom orders with harshness
while the other orders with gentleness,
and both of them are correct. One of
them is Jibril, and the other is Mikail.
And there are two Prophets, one of
whom orders with gentleness while the
other orders with harshness, and both
are correct: Ibrahim and Nuh. And I
have two Companions, one of whom
orders with gentleness while the other

orders with harshness, and both are
correct: Abu Bakr and ‘Umar.”

And the Prophet said:

“The most gentle of those from
my nation is Abu Bakr; the sternest of
them regarding the command of Allah
is ‘Umar; the most truthful of them in
his modesty is ‘Uthman; the most
skilled of them at issuing correct
judgments is ‘Al i ; the most
knowledgeable of them regarding the
laws of inheritance is Zaid bin Thabit;
the most well-read of them concerning
Allah’s Book is Ubai bin Ka’ab; the
most knowledgeable of them
regarding the lawful and the prohibited
is Mu’adh bin Jabal; and every nation
has a trustworthy one, and the
trustworthy one of this nation is Abu
‘Ubaidah bin Al-Jarah.”

Reported by Abu Ya’la in his
Musnad, from Ibn ‘Umar (RA).

The Prophet (SWS) also said:

“The Shaitan has never met
‘Umar in a road between two
mountains and heard his voice, except
that he took another path.”

One day, while he was among
his Companions (RA), the Prophet
(SWS) said:

“In my sleep (i.e., in a dream), a
large drinking glass, full of milk, was
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brought to me. I drank from it until I
became full, and I saw it (the milk) flow
through my veins. Something
remained from the milk, and so ‘Umar
bin Al- Khattab look it and drank it.
Interpret this (dream).”

“(It refers to) knowledge,” said
the Companions (RA).

“You are correct,” said the
Prophet (SWS)

(Reported by Al-Khatib and Ibn
‘Asakir, from ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar (RA))

According to another narration,
the Prophet (SWS) said:

“Indeed, Allah has placed the
truth upon the heart and tongue of
‘Umar.”

When the Messenger of Allah
(SWS) announced that the Muslims
should make preparations for going
out to fight the Romans — the Battle
of Tabuk — he also ordered them to
give charity, the proceeds of which
were needed for the expedition. ‘Umar
(RA) was much pleased, for the
Prophet’s announcement coincided
with him having wealth to spend, and
so he said, “If there is ever a day in
which I beat Abu Bakr ( in the
performance of good deeds), then
today is that day.” He (RA) went with
half of his wealth, and the Prophet

(SWS) asked him:

‘What did you leave for your
family?”

He answered, “An amount
equivalent to that which is here.”

Then Abu Bakr (RA) came,
bringing with him all of his wealth, and
when the Prophet (SWS) asked him,
“What did you leave for your family?”
he replied, “I have left for them Allah
and His Messenger.” ‘Umar bin Al-
Khattab (RA) said, “I will never beat
him at anything.”

“O Sariyah, The Mountain”

Once during his caliphate, ‘Umar
bin Al-Khattab (RA) was delivering the
Friday sermon, when he suddenly
said, “O Sariyah, the mountain
(Sariyah, it is related, was the name
of a man whom ‘Umar (RA) appointed
to lead the Muslim army)”

People began to look at one
another, confused. When ‘Umar (RA)
finished his sermon, they asked him
about the strange words he spoke. He
answered, “It occurred in my mind that
the polytheists were defeating our
brothers, and that they (the Muslims)
were passing by a mountain. If they
were to gather there (with their backs
to the mountain), they could fight from
one front (together). But if they were
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to cross through, they would be
destroyed (as the enemy could attack
them from all sides). Hence the words
you claim to have heard came out from
me.”

One month later, a bearer of glad
tidings returned from the army; he
mentioned that they heard the voice
of ‘Umar on the day of battle; he said,
“So we gathered at the mountain, and
Allah granted us victory.”

His Zuhd (Abstemious Lifestyle
That Is Prompted By A Desire For
What Is In The Hereafter)

‘Umar (RA) used to say, “Had I
wished, I could have eaten better (and
more) than any one of you, and I could
have attired myself in softer clothing
than any one of you can, but (in
reference to the previous Verse) I am
withholding  good things (for the
Hereaftcr).” What leader of a people
is not able to have the best of
everything? Most leaders do
appropriate the best of everything for
themselves, but not those who fear
Allah (SWT). While he was Khalifah
(caliph) over an entire nation, ‘Umar
(RA) gave a sermon to the people,
while he was attired in a lower garment
that had 12 patches on it.

Conclusion

Aged 55 when he assumed the

duties of the caliphate, ‘Umar (RA)
was a pre-eminently just and
compassionate leader; his caliphate
lasted for 10 years, 6 months, and 4
days. The period of his caliphate was
one of prosperity,  justice, and
economic growth. Ash-Sham (present
Syria and joining areas), Iraq, Faris,
Egypt, Barqah, West Tropolis (the
capital  of Libya), Azerbaijan,
Nahawand, and Georgia — the
Muslims conquered these lands
during the caliphate of ‘Umar bin Al-
Khattab (RA). And during his caliphate
the cities of Kufah and Basrah were
built.

He is the first to date time from
the Prophet’s Migration and the first
to establish, on a consistent basis, the
late- night Ramadan prayers (Salatut-
Tarawih). He had 12 children, 6 sons
— ‘Abdullah, ‘Abdur-Rahman, Asad,
‘Ubaidullah, ‘Asim, and ‘Iyadh — and
six daughters — Hafsah, Ruqayyah,
Fatimah, Safiyyah, Zainab, and Umm
Al-Walid. From his children, ‘Abdullah,
‘Asim, and Hafsah reported Hadith
narration from him. And he (RA) has
the further distinction and honor of
being bur ied alongside the
Messenger of Al lah and his
Companion, Abu Bakr, in
‘Aishah’s apartment. 
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The education system for the
Muslims also has to operate in their
special religious, spiritual, social and
political milieu. The value system of
Islam has created some fundamental
differences between Islamic and the
modern education system both of the
West and the East.

The first and the foremost
difference between the Islamic system
of education and the modern system
lies in their attitude towards life itself.
While the former does not regard this
life as an end in itself but also as a
means to the attainment of spiritual
goals hereafter, the latter considers
this life and its happiness as its final
aim. It concerns itself solely and
entirely with material well-being on this
side of the grave.

Unlike the West, there is no
segregation between the religious and
secular or temporal education in the
Islamic system. This segregation in
the West is a curious product of the
historical conflict between the Church
and the leaders of the Renaissance

Islamic View of Education - Its Distinctive Features
- Manzoor Ahmed

and the Reformation. Ever since, it is
reflected in all their social and political
institutions. On the six days of the
week, people of the West are guided
by one set of values and on Sabbath,
by another set of values which is
represented by the Church. This has
produced a permanent dichotomy and
double thinking in Western society.
In the Islamic value system there is
no such segregation. The Islamic
concept of education does not lead
to such a rootlessness or lack of an
integrated personality. The Islamic
World View, in fact, controls and
determines the educational value of
the Muslim Community at large  .

In the Islamic system, there is
equality of opportunity irrespective of
class or economic status. Like the
mosque, there is complete equality in
the Madarsa also. There is no room
for elitist " public schools" in this
system.

The Islamic system gives a great
deal of freedom to the students to
choose their fields of interest and has
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no rigid examination system. Also,
education is seen as an ever-
continuing process and it has no
limitation of age.

Islamic education is much
broader in its scope than the
educational systems of the democratic
West and the socialist East. It aims
at train ing the sensibility of the pupils
in such a manner that in their attitude
to their environs and approach to all
kinds of knowledge, they are
governed by the spiritual and ethical
values of Islam. As Shah Waliullah has
said, "Muslim education aims at
nurturing of a righteous man in a
righteous society".

Another fundamental difference
between the Islamic system of
education and the modern lies in
conception of man himself. In the
Islamic concept of life, man is born
free and innocent, not burdened with
the Original Sin. Here, the man is not
only the creature of this earth but also
a spiritual being gifted with limitless
power to control and govern the
Universe. The Qur'an, also calls him
the Viceregent of Allah on earth and

his superiority lies in his knowledge
and ability to learn.

As against this, the modern
system of Education, its sciences and
technology have, instead of serving
man and making him free, started
controlling his body and soul. Man,
who should be the master of
knowledge and sciences, has
become, to borrow a phrase from
Thomas Hobbes, 'Worm in the entrails'
of modern sciences. We shall come
to this aspect later in some details.

The aim of acquisit ion of
knowledge in the Islamic system is not
merely to satisfy an intellectual
curiosity but to train rational and
righteous individuals for the moral and
physical good of their families, their
people and for the entire mankind. The
Islamic system of education strikes a
balance between the need for
individual excellence and the
requirements of the society.

Finally, Islamic education is
based on the whole-hearted
acceptance of the revelation or Wahi
as a guide to all knowledge and
conduct.
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Around the World
UNSC Approves The Trump’s Plan For
The Future of Gaza

The Trump administration’s blueprint
to secure and govern Gaza won strong
approval at the United Nations, a crucial
step that provides international support for
U.S. efforts to move the devastated territory
toward peace following two years of war.

The U.S. resolution that passed the
U.N. Security Council  authorizes an
international stabilization force to provide
security in Gaza, approves a transitional
authority to be overseen by President
Donald Trump and envisions a possible
future path to an independent Palestinian
state.

“This will go down as one of the
biggest approvals in the History of the
United Nations, will lead to further Peace
all over the World, and is a moment of true
Historic proportion!” Trump posted on
social media.

The vote endorses Trump’s 20-point
ceasefire plan and builds on the
momentum of the ceasefire he helped
broker with allies. Russia, which had
circulated a rival resolution, abstained
along with China on the 13-0 vote after
fears Moscow might use its veto in the
Security Council.

However, Hamas opposed the
resolution, saying in a statement that it
does not meet the “Palestinian people’s
political and humanitarian demands and
rights.”

U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Mike
Waltz said the resolution “represents
another significant step towards a stable
Gaza that will be able to prosper”.  

France Honours Noor Inayat Khan
With Postal Stamp

London:

Noor Inayat Khan, a descendent of
the 18th-century Mysore ruler Tipu Sultan,
has become the only Indian-origin woman
to be honoured with a commemorative
postage stamp by France for her role in
the French Resistance as an undercover
British agent during the World War 2. La
Poste honoured Noor with a stamp issued
to honour the “Figures of the Resistance”
who fought against Nazis. 

Canada PM Says World Can Move On
Without U.S.

JOHANNESBURG: Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney said the world can
make progress on a range of issues
without the U.S. and that consensus
reached at a 20 leaders’ meeting in
Johannesburg this weekend carries
weight despite a boycott by President
Donald Trump’s administration.

South Africa, the G-20 host this
year, defied the U.S. by releasing a
declaration from the meeting.

The summit “brought together
nations representing three-quarters of
the world’s population, two-thirds of global
GDP and three-quarters of the world’s
trade, and that’s without the United States
formally attending,” Carney said. “It’s a
reminder that the centre of gravity in the
global11111 economy is shifting.”

Carney took off ice af ter running a
campaign against Trump’s tariffs. His
focus is on reducing his economy’s
reliance on the US.
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