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Writing of History

S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

The Muslims also introduced several
modern branches of learning, a most
important of which was history. Till then the
writing of history was almost an unknown
are in India, there being hardly anything to
speak of in the line save religious treatises
and a few epics like the Ramayana and
Mahabharata. The Muslims produced a
whole library of historical works that could
compare favourably in authenticity and
comprehensiveness with the endeavours
made in this branch -in any other country. A
glance through Maulana Syed Abdul Hai’s
monumental book in Arabic, Es-Saqafat-
ul-Islamia Fil-Hind (Islamic Culture in
India), will indicate what tremendous efforts
were made by Muslims for the compilation
of the history of India. To quote Dr. Gustave
le Bon:

“There does not exist a history of
ancient India. There books contain no
historical data whatever, except for a few
religious books in which historical
information is buried under a heap of
parables and folk-lore, and their buildings
and other monuments also do nothing to
fill the void for the oldest among them do
not go beyond the third century B.C. To
discover facts about India of the ancient
times is as difficult a task as the discovery
of the island of Atlantis, which, according
to Plato, was destroyed due to the changes
of the earth.”

The writer, after admitting that the epics,
Ramayana and Mahabharata, do shed
some light on the condition obtaining during
those days, goes on to add that “the
historical phase of India began with the

Muslim invasion. Muslims were India’s first
historians.” ® j
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Wisdom of Qur’an

“They are the ones who will be rewarded
for their patience: lofty palaces will be
granted to them, and they will be received
with greeting and salutation. Therein they
shall abide for ever: how good an abode,
and how good a resting place!”
(Al-Qur’an- 25:75-76)
These ayaahs deal with the rewards of
patience. The word cabr (patience,
fortitude) in the Arabic text is used in its
most comprehensive sense. Variously, it
means to endure persecution at the
hands of the enemies of Truth with
courage and to bear whatever hardships
come one’s way while striving for the
establishment of the true Faith of God.

It also means to remain steadfast against
all fears and to refuse to succumb to
enticements; to resolutely fulfil one’s
obligations in spite of Satan’s temptations
and one’s own carnal self; to shun the
unlawful and to remain within the bounds
of the lawful set by God; to spurn all
pleasures and benefits that might accrue
from acts of sins, and to cheerfully put
up with difficulties and losses in order to
follow the Path of righteousness and
virtue and to accept every trial and
adversity that one might encounter.

In sum, this one word embraces a whole
universe of meanings regarding true
Faith, a truly religious approach to life,
and good moral conduct inspired by
religious Faith.

Ghufrah means a lofty building. It is
generally translated as the ‘upper
chamber’ which brings to mind a two-
storey building. The loftiest buildings
constructed here are mere caricatures of
the palaces of Paradise. &

Pearls From the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)

Tamim al-Dari relates that Allah’s Messenger
(peace and blessings of Allah be to him)
observed: “Al-Din is the name of sincerity and
well-wishing.” Upon this we said: “For whom?”
He replied: “For Allah, His Book, His
Messenger and for the leader and the general
Muslims.”

(Sahih Muslim)

Nasiha means sincerity and well-wishing.
Nasiha for Allah implies that man’s heart is
cleansed from all impurities with regard to
beliefin Allah, i.e. one should believe in Him
as the Creator and Master with all His
Attributes and with an earnest desire to obey
all His commands.

Nasiha for Allah’s Book means that it should
be sincerely believed as a revelation from the
Lord and be read and understood with utmost
zeal and enthusiasm.

Nasiha for the Messenger signifies that his
Apostle hood must be affirmed with perfect
sincerity of heart, and whatever he has
vouchsafed to humanity should be respected
as the Will of God, and he should be
respectfully followed in all his precepts and
examples.

Nasiha for leaders implies that they should
be respected, obeyed and given supportin
all those affairs which they conduct according
to the Shari’ah. And if they deviate from the
path of righteousness, they should be
advised and admonished, and sincere efforts
be made to bring them back to the right path.

Nasiha for general Muslims is that they
should be advised in all matters concerning
the good of this world as well as the hereafter.

Nasiha thus covers the whole gamut of
religion as its scope is as wide
as that of Islam.m

[4]
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Editor’s Note 25

Miracles

A miracle means things which God shows before the eyes of
people to prove the claim of a messenger’s prophet-hood. Right
from Hazrat Adam to the last prophet Hazrat Mohammad most
prophets demonstrated some miracles to prove their genvinous
before the infidels. The dead body become alive or the stick turns
into a snake are the famous miracles of Hazrat Isa and Hazrat Musa.
Infidels of Quraysh used to ask the Prophet Mohammad to show
miracles. This demand of theirs was being ignored because it has
been the method of God that if the nations are shown a real miracle
then they would be left with two options-have faith or be perished.
Prophet Mohammad did not get miracles. But the great miracle
bestowed to him is the Holy Qur'’an where details are ahead. In

addition to this the Prophet showed numerous miracles at proper

[S]
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times. The two most important miracles were of splitting of the
moon into two halves and the Prophet’'s excursion to the skies.
Apart from it, many for telling, raining due to Prophet’s prayer and
people finding guidance on times of need a little thing becoming
sufficient, cure of ailment, flowing of water were some of the other

miracles which took place from time to time.

Prophet Mohammad himself termed the Holy Qur’an as the
greatest miracle. He says that “God has bestowed each and every
prophet, so many miracles that caused masses to believe. But the
miracle | have been bestowed with is revelation which has been
revealed upon me. So | hope that on Day of Judgement my

followers will be in majority.” m

S.A.

We solicit articles for publication in The Fragrance of East. Suitable
remuneration will be paid to writers. We prefer receipt of articles on:
e-mail: shariqalavi4d@gmail.com
along with a hard copy, duly signed, by post.
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The Role of Muslims in India

And do not cause corruption in
the land after it has been set right.

(al-A‘raf 7:85)

The above directive was
delivered by the Prophet Shu‘ayb
(peace and blessings be upon him) to
his community. This represents the
teaching of all Allah’s Messengers. All
along they instructed men not to cause
corruption. This directive is very wide in
its coverage and reflects a genuine-
concern for human society. It goes
beyond a general instruction forbidding
mischief, stressing that there is no room
for disorder in society.

Once the land is marked with
faith, which in turn permeates social life
and culture, and there exist links
between the Creator and men, chaos
cannot be tolerated. For men are
instructed in mutual relations and
obligations. They are clearly told about
the sanctity of life and property. They
know how important cordial relations are
in society. Once people follow these
directives in their territory, the peace
should not be disturbed, for such a
society is only established after much
striving. Many lay down their lives to
protect their honor and sacrifice their
self-interests to construct this society.
Men should therefore learn to lead their
lives as servants of Allah. They should

- S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

maintain fraternity. For Islam teaches
that all men are Adam’s progeny and
Adam was created from clay. In view of
all these considerations men are urged
not to cause corruption.

The Prophet Shu’ayb’s directive
above is expressive of his genuine
concern. Allah’s messengers imparted
such lessons to mankind down the ages.
They taught man how to imbibe moral
values. They did not impart any
technical skills. Nor did they encourage
bloodshed or violence. On the contrary,
they clarified that man’s glory consists
in leading life as a humble servant of
Allah. Given all this, there is no room for
rebellion and disorder.

It is significant that the above
verse stresses that there should not be
any corruption in the land after it has
been set right. Reform involves the
efforts of pious people. Then there is
striving for this cause which may meet
with success by Allah’s leave. This is the
history of all messengers. Itis they who
reformed society, rescued humanity and
made life full of happiness and peace.
As a result of their powerful teachings,
men learnt to lay down their lives for their
fellow human beings. They transformed
the sinners into the pious. Their
message prompted their followers to
accomplish incredible examples of self

[7]
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-sacrifice and altruism.

It is not out of place here to
recount the following incidentin the days
of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs. In a battle
Muslim warrior was in the throes of
death. Someone offered him water.
However, he pointed to anotherinjured
Muslim lying beside him, saying that
water be provided first to the latter. When
he was approached, he, in turn, said that
another wounded Muslim be attended
first. All of them attained martyrdom
without taking water, while insisting that
a fellow Muslim be helped first.

In Allah’s sight, and also
according to the messengers, itis a very
serious crime to cause disorder in
society. For, by definition, a society
represents a network of many
individuals. Likewise, one should not
turn a blind eye to the moral disorder in
one’s midst, thinking that it will not affect
one. Nor should one take lightly the
incidence of violence in some part of the
country. One should not suffer the
delusion that such violence will not reach
one’s own locality. History testifies that
such degeneration engulfs the whole of
society sooner or later.

The above point is illustrated
best by the following hadith. The
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon
him) remarked: “If some people are
aboard a boat and they belong to two
classes, some on the upper deck and
others on the lower level, corresponding

to the rich utilising the former and the
poor the latter, then it is the rich who
enjoy the greater comfort. (This
incidentally underscores the Prophet’s
miraculous foreknowledge of the
shipping industry, for such technology
was barely latent in his day.) In this
scenario, the poor are forced to go to
the upper deck for their water supply. It
thus goes without saying that water is
spilled, no matter how carefully it is
carried. As water splashes, it disturbs
the occupants of the upper deck. Once
this had occurred a few times, the rich
refused the poor access to the water
supply, saying that it caused them much
inconvenience. In this way, the poor
were required to fend for themselves.
Since water is a bask necessity and the
poor could not survive without it, they
decided to make holes in the boat and
draw water directly through these, for
this would save them the trouble of
going upstairs.” The Prophet (peace
and blessings be upon him) aptly
pointed out that in such an eventuality,
the rich would petition the poor not to
make any such holes, for it would be
suicidal. Rather, they would press the
poor to draw their water from upstairs,
otherwise the boat would sink, “killing
all of them, rich and poor alike.

Since we have to lead out lives
in this country, India, and since we
belong to the same society and country,
we should not act selfishly. If we think
only of our own interests, this amounts

[8]
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to causing disorder in society. Today we
are swayed by such selfishness, having
no regard for others, and wholly
neglecting collective interests. This
malaise afflicts not only India, but the
entire world.

It is the duty of Muslims to rise to
the occasion and salvage the country
which is on the brink of destruction. The
government alone is not responsible for
our safety. It has its own compulsions
and constraints. The Qur’anic directive
is that we should not undo the invaluable
contribution of our noble predecessors
who were true adherents of faith, well-
wishers of mankind and sincere

builders of community and country. We
should ensure that there is no corruption,
for Allah will take us to task as to why, in
our presence, our country faced
destruction. We should present such
excellent character and conduct
whereby material pursuits, worldly
positions and other labels of honor and
glory are disregarded. What really
matters is God- consciousness. We
should have love and sympathy for
everyone.

| must assure you that such
conduct from Muslims would endear
them to everyone. They would regain the
leadership of the country thereby. B

7

Reverence For the Holy Qur’an

Muslims hold the Holy Qur’an in great reverence. They
do not consider the Qur’an as merely a book of wise
sayings, moral teachings, and social laws to be put into
practice whenever convenient. They rather take it as a Word
of Allah and a Divine Revelation from beginning to end both
in word and meaning, which is fully secure from alteration.
They touch it only when they are clean, read it after making

ablution, and keep it respectfully at a high place. B
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The Message of Humanity

Besides purifying people’s
doctrine, Prophet Muhammad taught
them ethical values and sublime norms
and exhorted them to co-operate each
other and show kindness, affection and
consideration to Allah’s creatures. Apart
from it he advised them to avoid such
things which lead one to anarchy, split
and divergence. He called upon them
not to harm others and treat all and
sundry gently and respectfully. He said:
“Those who have mercy will receive the
mercy of the Most Merciful. Have mercy
on those who are on earth the One in
heavens will have mercy on you”.

Prophet Muhammad laid great
emphasis on ethics and morality. He
said “O’ mankind, your God is one and
you have but one Creator. You are all
progeny of Adam and Adam was made
of clay. Lo! The noblest among you, in
the sight of God, is the best in conduct.

He also said that Allah put forth
various stories and tales in the Holy
Quran so that you may derive benefit
from them.

The first thing on which Prophet
laid more emphasis was oneness of
God.

He denounced all kind of
polytheistic and impious acts and tried
to persuade people to accept the true
message of Islam.

- S. M. Rabey Hasani Nadwi

He said Allah is one and only He
deserves to be worshipped. Surah Al-
Ikhlas categorically states the concept
of oneness of Allah.

“Say, He is Allah, the one and the
only God. The eternal the Absolute. He
begetteth not, nor is He begotten. And
there is none like unto Him”. (c11:1-4)

Addressing people of Mecca he
ensured that Oneness of God is the
essence of Islamic Shariah. Later on
these admonitions were also
communicated to entire Arabs. A
responsibility was assigned to
disseminate these instructions and
teachings for forthcoming generations
till the day of Judgement. Prophet taught
them that Islam consist of doctrine and
good deeds. Both are inseparable.
They also told that Islam rests on five
pillars. This is vividly mentioned in the
following saying of the Prophet.

“The foundation of Islam rests on
five things: (i) Kalima (declaration of
faith) that there is no God but Allah and
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah,
(i) The establishment of Namaz, (iii) the
payment of Zakat, (IV) the observance
of Fast, in the month of Ramazan, and
(V) the performance of Hajj by those
who can afford to make the pilgrimage”.

They were informed that these
were the fundamental tenets of Islam.

[10 ]
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They should follow them. Besides they
should not perpetrate atrocities and
cause oppressions on others. It was
also said that success lies in carrying
out these tenets of Islam.

In this context following verses of
holy Quran are quite relevant.

“Thy Lord hath decreed that ye
worship none but Him, and that ye be
kind to parents. Whether one or both of
them attain old age in thy life, say not to
them a word of contempt, nor repel them
but address them, in terms of honour”
“And, out of kindness, lower to them the
wing of humility, and say: My Lord!
Bestow on them Thy mercy even as they
cherished me in childhood”.

“Your Lord knoweth best what is
in your hearts: if ye do deeds of
righteousness, verily He is Most
forgiving to those who turn to Him again
and again (in true penitence).”

“And render to the kindred their
due rights, as (also) to those in want,
and to the wayfarer. But squander not
(your wealth) in the manner of a
spendthrift.”

“Verily spendthrifts are brothers of
the satans. And the satan is to his Lord
(Himself) ungrateful”. “And even if thou
hast to turn away from them in pursuit of
Mercy from thy Lord which thou dost
expect, yet speak to them a word of
easy kindness”. “Make not thy hand tied
(like a niggards) to thy neck, nor streten
it forth to its utmost reach, so that thou
become blameworthy and destitute.”

“Verily thy Lord doth provide sustenance
in abundance for whom He peaseth,
and He straiten it, for He doth know and
regard all His servants”.

“Kill not Your children for fear of
want: We shall provide sustenance for
them as well as for you. Verily for them
as well as for you. Verily the killing of
them is a great sin”.

“Nor come nigh to adultery : for it
is an indecent (deed) and an evil way”.

“‘Nor take life which Allah has
made sacred-except for just cause. And
if anyone is slain wrongfully, We have
given their authority (to demand Qisas
or to forgive): but let him not exceed
bounds in the matter of taking life; for
he is helped (by the law)”.

“Come not nigh to the orphans
property except to improve it, until he
attain the age of full strength; and fulfill
every engagement, for every
engagement will be enquired into on the
Day of Reckoning”,

“Give full measure when ye
measure, and weigh with a balance that
is straight: that is better and fairer in the
final determination”.

“And pursue not that of which than
hast of which thou hast no knowledge;
for surely the hearing, the sight, the heart
all of those shall be questioned of”.

Nor walk on the earth with
insolence: for thou cannot rend the earth
asunder, nor reach the mountains in
height”.

[11]
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“Of all such things the evil is hateful
in the sight of the Lord”.

“These are among the precepts of
wisdom, which the Lord has revealed
to thee. Take not, with Allah, another
abject of Worship, lest thou shouldst be
thrown into hell, blameworthy and
rejected’(S.17 A 23-39)

This was the message of Islam
revealed on Prophet Muhammad in a
comprehensive and compendious form.

It is obvious that salvation lies on
acting upon the path shown by Prophet.

The holy Book says: “The religion
before Allah is Islam”. (5. A19) It further
says: “If anyone desires a religion other
than Islam never will it be accepted of
him; and in the Hereafter he will be in
the ranks of those who have lost”. (S.3
A85)

Prophet said Islam is complete
code of life. If one wants to achieve
success and attain pleasure of Allah
relinquishing teaching of Islam aside
one cannot succeed in life. Prophet
Muhammad communicated this
message to his people as much as he
could. To a great extent he succeeded
in his mission.

Prophet ensured that the
message sent by Almighty Allah is
followed in letter and spirit.

Islam commenced with these
fundamental objectives and ordered its
adherents to carry them out whole

heartedly.

It was also warned that sending
Prophets ends on Prophet Muhammad.
After him, no prophet will come till the
Day of Judgement. In Sura no 33, Ano
40, Aimighty ‘Allah clarifies , this fact that
‘Muhammad is not the father of any of
your men, but (he is) the messenger of
Allah, and the seal of the Prophets: and
Allah has full knowledge of all things”.

This was the decree of Allah that
this noble cause will be completed by
Prophet and Islam will not be confined
only in Mecca but would prevail all over
the world.

Accordingly Prophet Muhammad
had to face a lot of resistance,
impediments and difficulties in
disseminating the message of Islam.
Even he and his sincere and selfless
companions had to migrate from
Mecca to Madina to accomplish this
noble deed. They did their best to
convey the message of Islam to the
Arabian peninsula. The y had to
sacrifice their lives in this cause.
Ultimately Prophet achieved his mission
and conveyed the message of Islam in
a comprehensive way. Then this verse
of holy Quran revealed:

“This day have | perfected your
religion for you, completed my favour
upon you, and have chosen for you Islam
as your religion” (S.5A.39) ®

( English rendering: Obaidur
Rahman Nadwi)

[12]
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Protection of Faith-A Big Problem

Today, the most striking issue in the
country is to safeguard the faith. The new
generation is rapidly going astray from the
straight path. Madrasa going children can
be counted on fingers. About 95 percent
of Muslim children study in government
schools, colleges and universities.
Unfortunately, they are left free and no
particular attention is paid towards their
educational curricula. The need of the
hour is that an attempt must be made as
what they are taught, how they are brought
up and how their minds are moulded. Now,
they are openly made rebels against the
teachings of Islam. The present scenario
is not less than the scourge for Ulama and
leaders of the community.

The new syllabus also plays
destructive role by sowing the seeds of
hatred, abhorrence and animosity in the
minds of innocent children. Itis not hidden
from Islamic scholars and peace loving
persons. It has been taken for granted that
these school going children belong to a
particular section. A few days back
someone showed me a lesson from a
prescribed book in which appeared that
Eid is the festival of Muslims they celebrate
it in this or that manner.Holi is the festival
of Hindus they enjoy it in this or that way.
The above mentioned division clearly steers
towards an unfriendly atmosphere.
Moreover, it projects phenomena of
polytheism in a magnificent way. Besides,
Islamic history is presented in a distorted
form. It is not less than a deadly poison.
For the last one decade incidents of

*

Rector Nadwatul Ulama, Lucknow.

- S. Bilal Abdul Hai Hasani Nadwi*

apostasy and recantation gained
momentum to a great extent. The new
menace badly affects the new generation.
It appears that it will wash them away from
the mainstream. If itis not checked only Allah
knows what will happen in the future. There
are two ways to handle it. One thing is that
morning and evening makatibs (schools)
for the period of one or two hours should
be set up for the school going children and
such arrangements should be made in
every mosque of the locality. Thus they may
easily learn basic tenets of Islam and be
able to lead their lives according to Islamic
Sharia. The second thing is that standard
Islamic schools are to be established where
modern education should be imparted
along with moral and religious learning in
sublime and sophisticated way. In this way
an atmosphere of peace and serenity may
come up in the society. It also may help
put an end to the prevailing spate of
apostasy which is engulfing the new
generation as a whole.

In a nutshell, these two tasks are very
important for all of us.It is time we must take
it seriously and gird up our loins to do these
life-giving and holistic endeavors. Itis such
a phenomenan which leads to the
promotion of faith and the development of
the spirit of brotherhood and fellow-feeling.
God willing, situation will definitely change.
Indeed, Allah helps those who strive hard
and lay their lives for the way of Allah. As
the Holy Qur'an says, "And those who strive
in Our cause, We will certainly guide them
to Our paths: for verily Allah is with those
who do right" (S.29, A.69)m (English
Rendering: Obaidur Rahman Nadwi)

[13]
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Kind Treatment With The Enemies

There are many practical
examples of the Prophet’s kind and
magnanimous treatment with his
enemies. Here we give only a few
examples of the world’s greatest
preacher of Islam.

The most suitable occasion for
taking revenge on his enemies was the
conquest of Makkah when he entered
the city as a victor and not as a
vanquished and his blood thirsty
enemies were standing before him, but
he granted them general amnesty.

On the day of migration, Suraqah
mounted a swift horse in pursuit of the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) so that he could seize
him and get the reward one hundred
camels but repeated stumbling of his
horse gave him a warning to desist from
this evil design. He asked forgiveness
and Allah’s Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) forgave
him.

A Jewess put poison in the food
of the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him). He felt
the effect of the poison and called the
Jews who made the confession of guilt;
but he did not say anything. He forgave
the savage who had killed Hamza, his
uncle.

- Syed Sulaiman Nadwi

He forgave Hinda, the wife of Abu
Sufyan who tore out the heart and liver
of his (the Holy Prophet’s) loving uncle.

He forgave Habbar b. Al. Aswad
who had inflicted severe injury to the
Prophet’s loving daughter Zainab (may
Allah be pleased with her).

During the Treaty of Hudaibiya, a
band of sixty men descended the mount
of Tanim at dawn with an intention to kill
the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him). They were arrested;
but the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) let them
off.

A person intended to kill him. The
companions of the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him)
caught hold of him and brought him to
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him). He trembled out
of fear. The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said to
him: Do not be afraid, even if you
intended to kill me, you could not do so.

The people of Ta'if hooted him
through the streets listening to the call
of Islam and refused to give him shelter.
They pelted him with stones and blood
flowed down upon his legs. The angel
said to him: If he desired we cause the
mountain to fall upon them. He said: No,

[ 14 ]
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perhaps any believer of Allah may be
born from their progeny.

Once a person asked him to
invoke curse, he said: | have not been
sent to curse; but | have been sentas a
mercy unto the worlds. Once he was
returning from the battle. He passed by
aplain. The sun was hot and the people
were resting under the shades of the
trees. The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) went to
sleep under the shade of a tree hanging
his sword to a branch. Abedouin came
there and took off his sword intending
to kill him (the Holy prophet). The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) was startled to see a
bedouin standing on the side of his head
with an unsheathed sword in his hand.
He (the bedouin) said:.Tell me, who can
save you now from me? He said: (ltis)
Allah. This Impressive reply had its
effect and he put the sword back into its
shealth.

The Quraish confined him (the
Holy Prophet) and his family in Shi’b Abi
Talib so that wheat and corn could not
reach them. The children cried of hunger
but the callous Quraish did not listen to
their cries. As against this what was the
treatment which the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) accorded to the Quraish? Makkah
used to receive corn from Yamama.
Thumama b. Uthal the chief of Yamama
had embraced Islam. He said to the
Quraish: By Allah, you will not get a

single grain of wheat from Yamama until
itis permitted by the Messenger of Allah
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him). At last the Quraish came to the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) and requested him
to ask the chief to continue the supply.
He (the Holy Prophet) sent a message
and its supply was restored as usual.

It must be remembered that when
there is a fight between the believers and
disbelievers and the latter are bent upon
striking at the very root of Islam, that
alliance and friendship with the infidels
is prohibited which might jeopardize the
interests of the Muslims or by which
Islam is humiliated or the Muslims have
to suffer loss or their prestige is
lowered; It has been stated in ‘the Holy
Qur’an:

Let not the believers take unto
themselves the infidels as their friends
beside the believers and whosoever
does that Allah has nothing to do with
him—except that you guard yourself fully
againstthem. (3 : 28)

O ye who believe chose not your
father’s nor your brethren nor friends if
they take pleasure in disbelief. Whoso
taketh them for friends, such are wrong-
doers. (9:23)

Love for Allah and Enmity for Allah

One may question here as to
why the sentiments of hatred and enmity
could not be ended? But it is contrary to
the laws of nature as love and hatred,
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accord and discord, pleasure and anger
are ingrained in the very nature of man
and all the activities, struggles and
endeavours in this world are due to
these two sentiments of opposite
nature. If the people were deprived of
these sentiments there would have no
activities good or bad. It is a flame or
fuel which motivates a man to action. All
the hustle and bustle of this world
depends upon them. It is, therefore,
neither proper not possible to curb or
throw out these natural instincts and

has been adopted by Islam is as to how
and when these sentiments would be
overcome or given vent to and that one’s
love and hatred, friendship and enmity,
pleasure and anger should not be for
any selfish cause or motive or personal
benefit; but it should be to help and
assist the cause of truth and to seek the
pleasure of Allah. It has been said in the
Holy Qur’an: Say (O Muhammad, to
mankind) If you love Allah, follow me;
Allah will love you and forgive your sins.
Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. &

sentiments. The only rational way which

rf
Bibi’s Unending War
A massive general strike crippled large parts of Israel as anger and grief poured out
over the discovery of six dead Israeli hostages in Gaza. The strike, called by Israel’s
largest umbrella trade union, aimed to press Netanyahu’s govt. to seal a hostage-
ceasefire deal. But Netanyahu and his political supporters have been adamant that
they will continue the war until Hamas is eliminated — a very ambitious goal.
Netanyahu’s cynical game: Netanyahu is the main obstacle to a ceasefire today. He
figures the longer the conflict drags on, it will turn more Israelis against the idea of any
kind of deal with the Palestinians. It's also a pretext to delay pending corruption cases
against him. Defence minister Yoav Gallant has already called out Netanyahu’s
unreasonable demand that Israel control the Philadelphi corridor between Gaza and
Egypt — a major sticking point in negotiations — as an unnecessary constraint.
Macabre othering: Doubtless the Oct 7 attack by Hamas last year deeply impacted
Israeli society. This has drowned out rational voices for peace or a Two State solution.
Note that the current protests are focused on getting Israeli hostages back, not stopping
the massive damage being inflicted on Palestinians — more than 40,000 have been
killed in Israeli strikes. This othering of Palestinians only fuels the conflict further.
Israel’s losses mount: US also hasn’t used its full leverage to rein in Netanyahu with
an eye to its own elections in Nov. But Israel too is suffering. Cost of war could be as
much as $120 billion or 20% of Israeli economy. Israeli ports have seen a 16% drop in
shipping, thousands of Israelis in the country’s north have been forced from their homes,
and Israeli start-ups have taken a huge hit. Plus, Israel's sheen as the only functioning
democracy in West Asia has been stripped. Thus, the only victory for Tel Aviv here is a
Pyrrhic one. But Netanyahu doesn’t care.®

(Editorial-The Times of India 3-9-2024)
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Crime & Cirisis In Education

Paper leak scandals are go
common those days that they no
longer raise eyebrows. Still, the arrest
of a former Rajasthan Public Service
Commission member for allegedly
providing a leaked question paper of
the 2021 sub-inspector recruitment
stands out. Because the persons he
provided it to were his daughter and
son, who ended up “topping” the test.

Young Indians are confronted
with great bottlenecks at two key
stages of their life. At both, they are
handed over to the coaching industry,
and even then corruption endures
because a yawning gap between
supply and demand endures. The first
is during high school, when they
undertake coaching to prepare them
for the admission tests to institutions
of higher education. The second is at
the end of their regular education,
when they plan to apply for jobs in the
administrative services and the public
sector.

In July, when water flooded a
basement in Delhi, it took the lives of
three students who were studying
there. The sorrow over this tragedy
has been accompanied by anger
against the responsible authorities:

*

The writer is professor of mathematics at
Shiv Nadar IoE.

- Amber Habib

the municipality, the govt., and the
management of the coaching institute
that ran a library in that basement. It
was evident that there was negligence
from all. At the same time, protesting
students reminded everyone that this
was not the first loss of life due to an
accident in a coaching centre.

The question is how we got here
and whether physical safety is the only
issue at hand. How did the coaching
industry come to occupy entire
localities and even towns? How did
the annual revenue of the coaching
industry in India reach an estimated
level of 68,000 crore, about 3 times
the annual budget of all lITs and AlIMS
combined?

This dramatic rise in the fortunes
of the coaching industry is closely tied
to govt. policies of the last 20 odd
years. In this period, govt. has stepped
back from its duty to provide sufficient
and affordable education to the
people of India. The Draft National
Education Policy of 2019 stated that
in 2017-18 public expenditure on
education was only 2.7 % of GDP, and
concluded that it needed to be
doubled over a 10-year period.
However, the final NEP document
deleted these estimates and
promises. Govt. now demands
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greater output from institutions while
continually reducing support.

Alongside, the drive to route all
admissions through a handful of
centralised entrance tests is forcing
nearly every school student into the
arms of the coaching industry. This is
even as the ‘Joint Entrance Test for
lITs has long had a baneful effect on
science education in India. Over the
years, our students have had to give
up conceptual understanding and
creativity in favour of memorising
solution manuals.

When |ITs adopted a strategy of
manufacturing questions harder than
the coaching institutes were training
for, it was self-defeating. Because it
became even more difficult for
students to succeed without coaching.
Still, coaching was effectively confined
to professional streams like
engineering and medicine. This wall
has been demolished by the forced
adoption of the Common University
Entrance Test. CUET covers all
disciplines and uses only multiple-
choice questions.

With three years’ experience of
CUET we see that it does not test
anything more than memorisation of
facts, and often tests for obscure facts
of little consequence. Thus, it makes
school education essentially irrelevant
for a student’s admission to the next
level. Our students are forced to

abandon a rounded education for
narrow training. This training gets a
few of them into their preferred
institutions but deprives all of them of
the general skills that are required for
success in university. Coupled with the
on-going dilution of university
curricula, this creates a feeder for the
second stage of coaching.

Higher education is facing its
own onslaught. As an example,
consider the 4th year that has been
added to the undergraduate degree
and which NEP calls the ‘preferred
option’ for students. Even if only half
the students opt for the 4th year, this
will lead to an extra 15% load on
already packed colleges. A further
load comes from the requirement that
the 4th year be devoted to research,
which calls for additional infra.

Govt. has made it clear that
colleges will not receive extra grants
to cover these costs, so the only
realistic way for institutions to conform
is to drastically increase fees. Net
effect is to restrict good public
education to a privileged class. While
some of these strains lie in the future,
the path has already turned in this
direction.

Coaching is inevitable when
there is a bottle neck to the next level.
In India, this bottleneck is especially
severe. This year, over 24L students
competed for just IL MBBS seats, of
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which only half were in govt. colleges
and hence affordable to most.
Similarly, 11 lakh students registered
for UGC-NET for a total of 4,000
fellowships and 4,000 certificates of
eligibility for lecturer positions.

What is even more unfortunate
in India is that coaching no longer
supplements the regular education,
but supplants it. It becomes a full-time

activity for the students, often isolating
them away from friends and family.
This makes the students especially
vulnerable to exploitation and to a life
of instability and apprehension,
straining their physical and mental
health. A generation is being lost and
it is not by accident. Nor is the
corruption. B

(The Times of India 3-9-2024)

(a

~)

Dying For Work
In Rajasthan, a former state public commission member was arrested for providing to his son
and daughter leaked test papers for the post of sub-inspectors. In Jharkhand, 4.4L youngsters
applied for 583 posts of excise constables —a 0.1% chance of landing the job. Eleven youngsters
in Jharkhand died during physical tests as part of the exam over just 10-12 days. These aren’t
competitions. These are pitched battles for survival — for a stab at securing livelihoods for a
working-age people for whom private sector’s even more elusive.
The jobs crisis that started showing up in the first decade of the 21st century has gathered
force. Indiais looking at close to 15 years of job-poor growth. Desperate measures to land a job,
therefore, should not shock. It has led to a near-institutionalisation of corruption, evident in the
unending revelations of paper leaks of almost every qualifying exam that determines futures in
state administrations. As incidents tumble out one on the back of the other — the two latest are
but symptoms of the deeper malaise.
Dwindling jobs in govts. and a capital-intensive private sector where skills demanded are at
odds with a low skill workforce are turning productive years of India’s many young into a burden
—thousands of semi-skilled and low-quality ‘graduates’ from both govt. and a rash of private
universities of indeterminate quality, stare at bleak futures. Underemploymentis evident— 3,700
PhDs, regardless their calibre, applied for a peon’s post in UP police, for which Class 5 was
eligibility criterion. This was in 2018, pre-Covid. It's only got worse.
About 65% of India’s workforce is under age 35. Just 2% is skilled and 1 in 2 is not employable
straight after college. AMckinsey report estimates by 2030, 70% of 90mn new ‘jobs’ anticipated
in India will be blue-collar roles. A bulk of this will be in logistics, warehousing, and the gig
economy. These will be jobs with little income security.
There is no real policy thinking in sight to grow the jobs pie, quantity or quality. GOl wants the
private sector to utilise CSR funds to create jobs. That's Band-Aid. Job creation is the economy’s
backbone, not philanthropy, let alone charity. India is losing the advantages of its demographic
dividend to a pile-up of working-age unemployed and unemployable youth. Paper leaks and
recruitment deaths are a symptom, not the problem.®

(Editorial-The Times of India 3-9-2024) )
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Scientific Knowledge And Religion

In order to get broader
perspectives on the relationship
between science and religion in Islam
it would be in the fitness of things to
make a synoptic survey of the views
held by some of the leading Muslim
scientists. Scientists selected are
those whose achievements and
contributions are always highlighted in
the history of science. It is difficult to
say with certainty what were their
private opinions on religion, but in their
writings and public pronouncements,
they always professed undeviating
adherence to religion. On the whole
they seemed to believe that Islam
encouraged scientific research and
favoured creative endeavors which
opened new pathways to human
understanding. In their opinion
scientific findings provided support
and strength to the believer’s faith in
the eternal wisdom and truthfulness of
the Quran.

Abu-Yousaf Yaqubi-ibn-Ishaq al
Kindi ranks among the greatest
scientists of Islam. Attached to the
court of caliph al-Mamun, he had the
opportunity to read and assimilate the
latest Greek works which were being
translated in large numbers at that
time. To attain richness in philosophy
and scholarship he had laid down the
following six prerequisites:

- Shaukat Ali

For a seeder of learning aspiring
to be a philosopher six prerequisites
are essential, a superior mind,
uninterrupted passion, gracious
patience, a free-from-worry heart, a
competent introducer and a long time,
should one of these prerequisites be
lacking, the student is bound to fail.

Al-Kindi was fully equipped with
these qualities of head and heart, and
his genius under the royal patronage
of Al-Mamun who was a great lover of
free thought, got every possible
chance to develop. He was deeply
impressed by the logic and reasoning
of the Hellenic thought and spared no
efforts to convince his contemporaries
that search for divine truth would be
strengthened if reason was kept in
close companship with religion.
Knowledge, in his opinion, should be
accepted from all sources. Itis not a
monopoly of any one region or religion.
He said: We should never be
ashamed to approve truth and acquire
it no matter what its source might be,
even if it might have come from foreign
people and alien nations far removed
from us.

In his opinion reason and
revelation are the two main streams
of knowledge in human life. True
knowledge always stems out only
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when ideas flowing out of two sources
are cross-fertilized. Hitti has summed
up al-Kindi’s tireless zeal to
harmoniously blend philosophy and
theology, and dispel thickening clouds
of suspicions from the minds of the
theologians regarding secular
learning, as follows:

He argued that theology was a
branch of philosophy, one depends on
revelation, the other on reason, one
employs logic, the other faith, but the
truth attained by theology is not in
conflict with that attained by
philosophy.

As a Mutazilite thinker, Al-Kindi
had a special fascination for non-Arab
sciences. His sympathetic attitude
towards knowledge acquired through
foreign sources, and the gusto with
which he tried to integrate it with basic
theological views and opinions,
introduced a patently new approach to
the religious researches in Islam. His
writings created a tremendous impact
on the religious circles of the day and
mitigated considerably the built-in
antipathy of the theologians towards
scientific inquiry. He typified the new
trend among Muslim scholars to
synthesise traditional theological
knowledge with the latest findings of
scientific studies. In this way he
increased the prestige of the secular
learning without diminishing the
reverence for religious scholarship.

In other words al-Kindi was,
convinced that the wisdom of the
Greek philosophers, as he had been
able to construe from the translations
of their writings, was not contrary to
the spirit of Islam. He found perfect
harmony between the revelations of
the Quran, and the reasoning of the
Greek texts regarding life and society.
All that one needed was to establish
a working relationship between the
two.

Abu Rihan al-Beruni, who ranks
among the greatest scientists of Islam
includes his classic work Kitab-ul-Hind
(India) with the following words:

We ask God to pardon us for
every statement of ours which is not
true. We ask Him to help us that we
may adhere to that which yields Him
satisfaction. We ask Him to lead us
to a proper insight into the nature of
that which is false and idle, that we
may sift it so as to distinguish the chaff
from the wheat. All good comes from
Him and it is He who is clement
towards his slaves. Praise be to God,
the Lord of the worlds and His
blessings be upon the Prophet
Muhammad and his whole family.

Al-Beruni, like most Muslim
scientists, believed that all knowledge
was inherently religious. It was difficult
for him to disbelieve that the universe
was the creation of God, and that all
the material glories of life on earth,
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including the blessings of human
reason and intelligence were diverse
manifestations of His eternal and
universal benediction. All learning and
every enquiry was sacred because
with every new discovery, man’s faith
in God was strengthened and it
proved the truth of the Holy Prophet’s
message. He believed that the
universe was the handiwork of God
and its study constituted the noblest
pursuit of human mind. Labels given
to various sciences were immaterial,
physical sciences, history, or studies
relating to man and society, all had
religious character. Al-Beruni in all his
writing continued to emphasize that
examination of visible phenomena,
provided a clue to the invisible world,
and this reconciliation between the
secular and the spiritual knowledge,
in his opinion constituted the hall-mark
of Islamic civilization!

Ibn Sina (Avecena) another
outstanding figure in the history of
science in Islam, also insisted that the
motions in heavens and movements
on earth were due to the will of God.
Life with all its trials and tribulations
was devoted entirely to the search of
Supreme Truth, which directed the
multifarious activities in the universe.

Ibn Sina worked very hard in the
acquisition of knowledge and even
before he was twenty, he had
mastered practically all the sciences.
In his autobiography he proudly refers

to the fact that at eighteen he had
reached the acme of his intellectual
attainments. Most accounts agree
that his education was thorough and
comprehensive and included both
religious and secular sciences. Ibn
Khallikan in his Kitab Fafayat Ayan
(Biographical Dictionary) says:

Abu Ali (Ibn Sina) laboured in the
acquisition of natural philosophy,
divinity and other sciences, he read the
texts with the commentaries, and God
opened for him the gates of
knowledge.

Several contemporary scholars
criticized him for his philosophical
ideas, thinking that his writings were
deeply influenced by Hellenic thought.
But there is ample evidence in his
encyclopaedic compilations that he
continued to adhere to the
fundamentals of Islam. His faith in the
ultimate power of God remained
unshaken and he never questioned
the in-disputable competence of the
prophets to produce knowledge
through revelation. Ibn Khallikan has
mentioned his overwhelming devotion
to religion in the following words:

And when he met with an obscure
point he used to perform a total
ablution and proceed to the great
mosque, where he would pray to
Almighty God to facilitate its
comprehension to him, and unlock the
gate of difficulty.
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In his Agsam al-ulum, Ibn Sina
said that “through this part of practical
philosophy we know the existence of
prophecy (as something necessary)
and that the human race needs the
Sharia for its existence, preservation
and future life.”

To his critics he replied that “if
there is in the world a man like me and
that man should not be a Muslim, then
there is no Muslim at all in the entire
world.” He also believed in the
immortality of the human soul and life
hereafter which brought rewards and
punishment for deeds done on this
earth. This view was strictly in
consonance with the orthodox
interpretation of the Quranic
injunctions.

Ikhawan al-Safa wal Khullam al-
Wafa (Brethren of Purity) is another
classic of cosmological knowledge
which has earned tremendous
popularity among scholarly circles of
the Muslim lands for several centuries.
These Rassails (Treatises) are known
traditionally for many of their
excessively rationalistic views on
religo-political and spiritual aspects of
life in a Muslim community. But in spite
of their deep interest in Aristotalian
logic the authors have abstained from
preaching anything which would throw
doubt on basic principles which
constitute the corner-stone of Islamic
ideology. The authors main purpose
was to emancipate the human mind

from the captivity of ignorance, and
enable it to grasp the realities of life
in a Scientific and rational manner.

J. H. Kramers has made the
following estimate of the “Brethren of
Purity.” Parallel with the fixation of
orthodox theology there appeared in
Irag a philosophical movement that
was equally unfavourable to the free
development of unprejudiced
scientific research. We know this
movement through the encyclopaedic
writings of the so-called “Brethren of
Purity” or “Brethreen of Basra.” These
writings were composed about 950.
In the fifty-two treatises of which they
consist, all the sciences known at that
time are placed in a general scheme.
Its system, as far as there is any
system is mainly influenced by neo-
Platonic views, which consider the
world as the result of a series of
emanations from the divine unity. This
philosophy is outwardly Islamic in that
it makes use of allegorical
interpretations of the Quran. In its
application to the sciences this
system points to the hidden meaning
of connections between various
phenomena in nature, as expressed
in numbers. On the whole the theories
of the “Brethren of Purity” are
scientifically less important than the
work of al-Kindi and his
contemporaries.

The treatises consist of epistles
or long essays which were written
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during the Buwayhid period and had
the support and patronage of the rulers
who being Shiate were comparatively
more tolerant of free thinking. The
essays deal with all varieties of
subjects from magic and mythology to
mathematics and metaphysics. There
are also detailed discussions about
theology and astrology, and on matters
relating to reason, revelation and
prophecy. DeLacy O’Learey has
made the following comments on the
contents of the epistles of the
Brotherhood of Purity:

The doctrine contained in these
letters is eclectic, the world is
described as an emanation from God,
the human soul as of celestial origin
and striving to return to God and to be
absorbed in Him, a consummation to
be attained by wisdom, the Gnosis of
Gnostic and neo-Platonic writers.

The rationalism of the authors,
and their excessive reliance on reason
in resolving the mysteries of life,
however, did not minimize in their
estimate of importance of the revealed
word of God. In one of the epistles the
importance of divine knowledge is
depicted as follows:

Know, my brother, that the prime
support of faith and its most powerful
pillar is subservience to the bearers
of the divine Laws (nawamis) in that
which they command of obedience
and that which they forbid of rebellion

; it consists of harkening to them and
obedience to them. This is so
because the noblest works of
mankind, the most delightful deeds of
humanity and the highest rank to which
the wise may attain next to the rank of
angels is the establishment of the
divine laws.

Fakhr ad Din Razi, who had a
very questioning mind and seemed to
disagree with many of the precepts of
Islam, professed publically that
religion was a repository of
immeasurable knowledge. His
lectures at Herat were attended both
by theologians and philosophers and
earned him the title of Shaikh al-Islam
(Chief Interpreter of Islam). It is said
that he had memorized by heart the
whole of Imamal-Haramains treatise
on fundamental theology entitled al
Shamil. In the same manner, lbn
Rushd who ranks among the greatest
physicians and philosophers of Islam
was vehemently criticized among the
orthodox circles for many of his views
which were deemed to be heretical.
But there is ample evidence in his
writings that even he never denigrated
the importance of religion in the moral,
spiritual, and material welfare of the
Muslim community. He once said, “he
who studies anatomy increases his
belief in God.” A common belief has
been established among
commentators of Muslim philosophy
that Ibn Rushd was a staunch
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rationalist, and that his expressions of
religiosity were only an expediency to
avoid annoyance of his royal patrons
who in spite of their enlightened view
were strict believers in Orthodox Sunni
doctrine. W. J. J. Rosen- that however,
is of the opinion that in the absence of
any definite evidence, it is wrong to
contend that Ibn Rushd was guilty of
intellectual dishonesty.

Like the rest of the philosopher-
theologians of Islam, Ibn Rushd was
convinced that Islam as a religion had
to contribute a great deal towards the
enrichment of every branch of
knowledge. The knowledge of God,
soul and spirit can only be acquired
through prophecy, and whatever other
insights one acquired through
philosophy, logic and ethics, were
secondary in character. He believed
that religion alone can ensure material
welfare and moral health of the
society. Any knowledge which ensured
happiness of mankind in one form or
another, could never be contrary to
Islam. Ibn Rushd once said that
“‘philosophy is the companion and the
foster-sister of the Sharia.” He made
a powerful case for the unification of
revelation and reason. Truth in his
opinion was not a monopoly of any
particular race or nationality. He was
convinced that the Quran and the
Hadith did not debar the believers
from accumulating knowledge from
pre-lslamic sources.

Ordinance itself requires us to
look into the books of the ancients,
since their intention and goal in what
they wrote was the same goal as that
towards which Divine Ordinance has
urged us. Any man forbidding the study
of these books to anyone properly
qualified to look into them—anyone
that is, who combines sagacity of spirit
with religious uprightness and moral
virtue—thereby bars mankind from the
very door whereby Divine ordinance
calls men to get to know God, the door
of speculation, leading to the true
knowledge of Him.

In other words, he believed
cosmological knowledge as found in
the books of the ancients provided
powerful crutches to the understanding
of the word of God. He points out that
it is the duty of every ardent believer
to understand the universe around him
because it testifies to the greatness
of the Creator. Blossoms in the oasis
of the desert and the stars in distant
heavens, earth and water, plants and
change of seasons, rain, rivers and
oceans, floods, storms and the entire
cyclones, and the entire cycle of life
and death, are signs meant to speak
eloquently for the boundless authority,
control, as well as mercy and
benediction of God. Exploration of the
mysteries buried in the bosom of the
universe is a legitimate activity of the
human mind. Numerous other
instances could be collected from the
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writings of other Muslim scientists, to
prove that the dichotomy between
science and religion which highlights
the Western Civilization did not exist
in Islam. Most scientists were devout
Muslims, and in their books and public
statements, they professed
undeviating confidence in the truth and
wisdom of the religious doctrines.
They did not have to be atheists or
agnostics, in order to perform creative
experiments in various sciences. In
most cases they believed that by
uncovering the mysteries of nature,
they were serving the cause of
religion. In the religion they found a
permanent source of inspiration for
their innovative endeavours. There
were constant intellectual skirmishes
between strictly orthodox circles, and
scholars who believed in free will and
indulged in liberal interpretation of the
Quranic principles, but in the world of
Islamic scientific thought atheism was
never accepted as prerequisite for
enquiry into the realm of sciences. A
question is always raised that if
religion was such a powerful source
of inspiration in Islam for scientific
studies, then why after a certain period
of time, the scientific activity was
abruptly brought to an end. A careful
examination of the history of Muslim
scholarship will show that the decline
in the study of mathematical and
natural sciences was not due to
religious barriers. It was the result of

many causes.

Itis true that the creative period
of Islamic scholarship was very short
lived. It touched the meridian of its
achievement with lightning speed, and
then suddenly due to certain religo-
political reasons it became stagnant
and declined. But even during the short
time that it led the world, its
achievements left an imperishable
mark on the later development of
scientific knowledge in human history.
To everything that Muslim scientists
and scholars borrowed from other
sources they gave a stamp of their
own originality. They clarified many
ambiguities of the ancient knowledge,
corrected numerous discrepancies in
scientific thinking, and through many
innovative experiments and
verifications they opened countless
new vistas in human understanding.
For centuries religious prejudices of
the Western historians always
degenerated the contributions of the
Muslim men of science, but in recent
years there has been growing
realization that the history of learning
would have been very poor without the
depth and originality of the Muslim
scholars. Philip Hitti has made the
following comments:

The question has often been
raised, how creative was the thinking
of his co-religionist colleagues? Some
have claimed that Arab philosophy
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was a series of footnotes to Plato and
Aristotle. But creativity based on
nothing takes place only in theology.
The creative process pre-supposes
the existence of old elements which
when combined in new ways or with
new elements yield a new and useful
product. In this case Arab creativity
consisted in combining old
philosophic and theological ideas to
produce original and useful ones.

George Sarton’s classic work on
the history of science has made the
following remarks on the contributions
of the Muslim scientists.

Some of the giants of medieval
times belonged to the Arabic culture,
mathematicians and astronomers like
Al-Khwarizmi (1X-1), al-Farghani (1X-1),
al-Battani (1X-2), Abu-I-Wafa (X-2),
Umar Khayyam (X1-1), al Ghazzali
(XI-2), Ibn Rushd (X11-2), Ibn Khaldun
(XIV-2) physicians like al-Razi (I X-2),
Ishaq al-Israili (X-I), Ali Ibn ‘Abbas (X-
2), Abu-I-Qasim (-2), Ibn Sina (XI-I),
Maimonides (X11-2). This
enumeration could be greatly
extended. Few of these men were
Arabs and not all of them were
Muslims, but they all belonged
essentially to the same cultural group,
and their language was Arabic. This
illustrates the absurdity of trying to
appraise medieval thought on the
basis of Latin writings alone. For
centuries the Latin scientific books

hardly counted; they were out-of-date
and out-landish. Arabic was the
international language of science to a
degree which had never been
equalled by another language before
(except Greek) and has never been
repeated since. It was the language
not of one people, one nation, one
faith, but of many peoples, many
nations, many faiths.

The Arabic culture is of a singular
interest to the student of human
traditions in general, those whose
greatest task it seems to them is the
rebuilding of human integrity in the
face of national and international
disasters, because it was, and to
some extent still is, a bridge, the
bridge between East and West.

Richard Sullivan has made
these comments on the range of
Muslim scholarship.

The range of Muslim scholarship
was immense. Theology and religious
law commanded primary attention, but
other fields of scholarship were also
extremely active. In the realm of the
natural sciences, Muslim scholars,
building on their encyclopaedic
collection of ancient knowledge,
created scientific manuals that were
superior to any found elsewhere in the
contemporary world. It is possible to
detect in these works the origins of our
modern scientific knowledge and

spirit. | (Concluded)
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Contribution of Muslims in The Field of Medicine

Muslims played a significant role
and remarkable services in the field of
medicine. Even today the contemporary
world acknowledges their outstanding
services to the field of medicine.

The invention of surgical tools that
are still used today such as syringes,
forceps, bone saws and plaster casts
are attributed to al-Zahrawi. He was
also the first physician known to mark
incisions on patients' skin, which is
standard procedure to this day. He is
also pioneered cauterization and
suturing method.

Truly speaking, had Muslim
scholars not translated classic Greek
texts, the European Renaissance would
not have happened in the way that it did.

No doubt, Muslims made major
advancements in astronomy, zoology
geography, arithmetic, navigation, art,
architecture and technology including
medicine.

Needless to add that medical
literature produced by the Arabs served
as reference works in Europe for
centuries and their researches in
medical sciences have proved as valid
even today. The Arabs systematized
different branches of medical
knowledge and undertook intense
researches in the field. Their books
such as ‘Firdaus al-Hikma', 'Kamil as-

- Obaidur Rahman Nadwi

Sina'a, the Canon and Al- Hawi bear
testimony to their researches made for
the advancement of medical sciences
and the medicine. (Medical Philosophy
in Islam and The Contributions of
Muslims to the Advancement of Medical
Sciences, p,14)

It should be mentioned that the
inspiration received from the Qur'an and
the Sunnah changed the medical
climate of Arabia.The Arabs who were
unable to combat the numerous
diseases effectively because they were
ignorant of their aetiology and drew their
remedies from popular folk medicines,
evolved medical science to its height in
every branch of medicine such as
physiology, anatomy, pathology,
bacteriology, surgery, pharmacy,
chemistry, dermatology, opthalmology,
gynecology, pharmacology,
epidemiology, orthopedic surgery
anaesthetics, psychiatry, gastrology,
dental surgery and diagnosis and
treatment.

No culture in the world is immune
from the process of reception and
assimilation. The Arabs, emerging as
an Iqra-community (Reading and
Research community) as a victorious
and conquering force, came in touch
with Greek, Persian and Indian medical
systems in the conquered lands. They
studied them and preserved them.
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They, in fact, saved the works of the
Greeks from extinction, at the hands of
early churches and gave it a scientific
basis. The Greeks were more
speculative and neglected experiment
and observation. The word 'doctor’, the
system of hospitals and the institutions
of medical teachings were established
by the Arabs who wrote books on
medicine and surgery and laid the
foundation of the renaissance in
Europe."(ibid,p7)

The first medical college
established in Europe was that founded
by Saracens at Salerno in Italy. The first
astronomical observatory was that
erected by them at Seville, in Spain.
(History of the Conflict Between
Religion and Science, PP 114-115)

The most famous of al-Razis
works was a ten volume survey of
medicine, the Kitab al Mansuri (Book
for al Mansoor.) dedicated to the prince
of Khurnasan. Gerard of Cremona
translated bit into Latin; the ninth volume
of this translation, the Nonus
Almandoris was a popular text in
Europe till the sixteenth century. (The
Age of Faith, P,247)

Al- Razi introduced new medicines
like mercurial ointment, and the use of
animal gut in sutures. He checked the
enthusiasm for examining the urine in
an age when physician's were prone to
diagnose by examining urine some
times without seeing the patient. (The
Age of Faith, P,247)

In this as in the preceding age the
Muslims produced the leading
physicians of Asia,Africa, and Europe.
They excelled especially in
Opthalmology, perhaps because eye
diseases were so prevalent in the Near
East; there as else where medicine was
paid to cure, least to prevent.
Operations for cataract were numerous.
Khalifah ibn-abi Mahasin of Aleppo
(1256) was so confident of his skill that
he operated for cataract on a one eyed
man. (Introduction to the History of
Science Col.1.P 772)

Hospitals were early founded,
probably in the models of the old and
celebrated academy-hospital of
Jundeshapur. From the Persian name
for this is derived the title used for a
hospital throughout the Islamic world
(Bemaristan). We have authentic
information concerning at least thirty four
institutions. They were distributed
through the Islamic world,from Persia to
Morocco, from northern Syria to Egypt.
(The Legacy of Islam, PP,335-336)

It goes without saying that Islam
led the world also in the equipment and
competence of its hospitals. One
founded by Nurud-din at Damascus in
1160 gave free treatment and drugs
during three centuries; for 267 years, we
are told, its fires were never
extinguished. Ibn Jubayr coming to
Baghdad in 1184, marvelled at the great
Bimaristan Adadi, a hospital rising like
some royal palace along the banks of
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Tigris; here food and drugs were given
to the patients without charge. In Cairo,
in 1285, Sultan Qalaun began the
Maristan al - Mansur, the greatest
hospital at the Middle Ages. Within a
spacious quadrangular enclosure four
buildings rose around a courtyard
adorned with arcades and cooled with
fountains and brooks. There were
separate wards for diverse diseases
and for convalescents; laboratories,a
dispensary, out patient clinics, diet
kitchens, baths, a library, a chapel, a
lecture hall, and particularly pleasant
accommodations for the insane.
Treatment was given gratis to men and
women, rich and poor, slave and free;
and sum of money was disbursed to
each convalescent on his departure, so
that he need not at once return to work.
The sleepless were provided with soft
music, professional story-tellers, and
perhaps books of history. Asylums for

the care of the insane existed in all the
major cities of Islam". (Tib-al-
Arab,PP,157-158)

In short, in the light of above
discussion and details it can be said
without any hesitation that it was
Muslims who laid the foundation of
modern medical science. Even they had
excelled in many areas of it.

No doubt, Renaissance in Europe
is indebted to the contributions and
achievements made by Islam in various
branches of knowledge and learning
including medical sciences. As
internationally known Islamic scholar S.
Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi says, “There is
not a single sector of European revival
which is not indebted to Islamic thought.
Islam imparted a new glow of
life to Europe."R

(Cont. from page 38)

Currently there are seven states within the Arabian Peninsula which are, in

order of size from largest to smallest:

- The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (2,248,000 sq km)

- The Republic of Yemen (472,099 sq km)
- The Sultanate of Oman (306,000 sq km)

- The United Arab Emirates (83,000 sq km)

- Kuwait (17,818 sq km)

- Qatar (11,437 sq km)

- Bahrain (694 sq km)

Total area: 3,139,048 sq km.®
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Muhammad Shibli Nomani

Muhammad Shibli Nomani
was born( in an illustrious and
distinguished family on Wednesday
the 3rd June 1857 at Bindwal, a
village now lying under Sub-division
Sagri, about fifteen kilometers north-
west of Azamgarh city. His ancestor
of the fourteenth generation is known
to have been a Ba’is Rajput by the
name of Sheoraj Singh of village
Dharsen, which is close to Bindwal.
Sheoraj Singh, on embracing Islam,
was named Sirajuddin. Sheoraj Singh
is said to have embraced Islam at the
hands of a Sufi saint who had
encamped at a jungle like place known
as Bindwal, close to Dharsen. Later
on, the grandson of Sirajuddin,
Shorab, was bestowed the title of
Sheikh by his spiritual mentor on
account of his religious leanings and
piety. Sheikh Karimuddin, a member
of this family, while working in the
Bandobast department of Gorakhpur,
bought a large tract of area known as
Hisamuddin. This enhanced the status
and prosperity of the family.

The grandfather of Muhammad
Shibli Nomani, Munshi Hasan Ali and
his brother Munshi Waris Ali, were
mukhtars in Azamgarh Collectorate.
Muhammad Shibli’s maternal
grandfather Sheikh Qurban Qamber
Ansari who belonged to village
Phariha was an eminent lawyer of

- Javed Ali Khan

Azamgarh and had a taste for Persian
poetry. Munshi Hasan Ali left behind
four sons Sheikh Habibullah, Sheikh
Mujeebullah, Sheikh Ajeebullah and
Sheikh  Najeebullah. Sheikh
Habibullah was Muhammad Shibli’s
father. Sheikh Habibullah, a lawyer by
profession, was a man of varied
interests and tastes, and practiced
both at Allahabad and Azamgarh. He
also looked after his landed property
and carried on trade in sugar and
indigo plantation. During the Revolt of
1857 he took active part in restoring
law and order in Azamgarh as well as
in the Adjoining areas. This won for
him the gratitude of the Britishers and
he was made honorary secretary of
Municipal Committee, Azamgarh.
However, what distinguished Sheikh
Habibullah most was his literary taste
and proficiency in Arabic and Persian
languages. He also had a mystic bent
of mind and was the disciple of a Sufi
saint, llahi Shah. The brothers of
Sheikh Habibullah were also men of
letters with passion for Persian
language and literature.

Sheikh Habibullah had four sons
and a daughter from his first Wife,
Begum Hamida. Muhammad Shibli
was the eldest son, followed by Mahdi
Hasan, Muhammad Ishaque and
Muhammad Junaid. Sheikh Habibullah
appears to have been influenced by
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the personality of Sayyid Ahmad Khan
(1817-1898) and his reformist
activities, particularly during the
latter’s stay at Ghazipur.
Consequently, he decided to give his
sons, other than Shibli, English
education with modern approach.
Perhaps, Shibli was ignored because
he had by this time already embarked
upon the traditional Muslim education,
and a change of educational course
would have hampered his progress.
All the sons of Sheikh Habibullah
proved their excellence in their
respective field of education and
profession. Muhammad Ishaque
became a successful lawyer at
Allahabad High Court. Mahdi Hasan
became a Hafiz, following which, he
was sent to Aligarh for English
education and from there he went to
Britain to become Bar-at-Law.
Muhammad Junaid became a munsif
and was later promoted to the rank of
Sub-judge at Kanpur. Sheikh
Habibullah also had a second wife
who belonged to different kinsfolk.
From her he had a son named
Muhammad. This stepbrother of
Muhammad Shibli was also very
intelligent and dexterous. He was
appointed as a Deputy Collector, but
before he could take up this
assignment, he died after a brief
illness.

Beginning of Education

Shibli’s bismillah ceremony,

which marks the beginning of
traditional Muslim education, was
initiated at the hands of llahi Shah,
and the occasion was celebrated with
a grand feast. He began his formal
education by attending the village
maktab. Sayyid Sulaiman Nadwi, the
biographer of Shibli narrates a
childhood incident of Shibli, which
shows his early signs of precocity.
Once it was a moonlit night and Shibli
was lying in the courtyard. People
wanted to take him under the canopy
but he was not willing to go. Then
someone called out- “Rise up, rise up,
it will rain! Shibli instantaneously
replied, Wah! the moon is out there in
the sky, how can it rain . At this the
people burst into laughter.

Shibli received his early
education from Hakim Abdullah
Jairajpuri and Mawlvi Shukrullah
Sabrehdi. Thereafter, Mawlvi Faizullah
of Maunath Bhanjan, a disciple of
Sakhawat Ali, taught Shibli at an
Arabic madarsah in Azamgarh which
had been started by some of the elites
of the town. Shibli then went to
Madarsah Han’fiyah at Jaunpur for
higher learning from Mawlvi
Hidaytullah Khan Rampuri. It appears
that he also studied for sometime from
Mawlana Ali Abbas Chiryakoti. Thus
quite early in his life Shibli travelled
intensively in quest of knowledge. He
studied figh (Islamic jurisprudence),
usul (Islamic principles), hadis
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(Traditions with regard to the sayings
and actions of Prophet Muhammad),
munazra (Religious debates), maqulat
(Rational Sciences), manqulat
(Sciences of Hadis) and Astronomy.
He could not receive English
education, but during his stay at
Aligarh he seems to have acquired
some elementary knowledge of it.

However, the real formative
period of Muhammad Shibli’s
education as well as maturity of his
thought began when he entered the
study-circle of Mawlana Faruq
Chiryakoti (d.1909) first at Madarsah
Chashma-i-Rahmat, Ghazipur, and
then at the Arabic Madarsah,
Azamgarh. It was the sterling
guidance of Faruq Chiryakoti that
sharpened Shibli’s wit and intellect. It
was his life as well as his teaching and
thought which instilled into the
impressionable mind of Shibli a great
zest for Islamic learning; In particular,
it generated his interest in Mu’tazalite
theology. On the other hand, Faruq
Chiryakoti had also quite early
perceived the genius of Shibli and
referring to him would proudly say, “I
am the lion and you are my cub” in
reference to his own scholarship. On
his death in 1909 Shibli paid rich
tribute to him by acknowledging his
debts in such glowing terms — “l read
all books on maqulat from him, and |
owe all my achievements to him. The
taste for Persian is his exclusive gift

to me. He would often quote verses of
Persian poets and explain the subtle
points. Shibli owed a great deal of his
stylistic elocution of poems to the
grace of this revered teacher. It was
he who added the suffix Nomani to
Shibli’s name, suggesting his strong
Hanafi creed and with which Shibli
also completely identified himself.

His father considered the
education that Muhammad Shibli
received sufficient. But Shibli felt
dissatisfied. He wanted to enrich his
knowledge by studying with scholars
who were considered authorities in
their respective subjects. At this
juncture Shibli’'s mother stood by him.
The fame of Mawlana Abdul Hai
Firangi Mahli attracted Shibli to
Lucknow. He then left for Rampur
where he remained for about a year
in the study-circle of Mawlnna Irshad
Husain ), a distinguished scholar of
Islamic jurisprudence and principles.
It was also about this time that Shibli
went to Deoband where some of his
friends were studying. He stayed at
Deoband for about a month and made
fill use of its library. Thereafter, for
further advance studies in Arabic he
wished to go to Lahore to study under
the guidance of Mawlana Faizul
Hasan Saharanpuri who was a
Professor at the Oriental College,
Lahore. Initially, Sheikh Habibullah
was reluctant in letting Shibli go to
such a far off place, but Shibli’'s
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determination and constancy finally
made his father agree. Sayyid
Sulaiman Nadwi records an
interesting tale regarding Muhammad
Shibli’s zeal for learning. Since
Mawlana Faizul Hasan was a teacher
in a college, he did not have much time
to spare; of whatever was left, it was
routine with other students. As such,
Mawlana Faizul Hasan expressed his
inability to give time to Shibli. But
Shibli was determined to have his
lessons from him. Thereupon, it was
settled that Shibli could have his
discourses daily when the Mawlana
would start on foot for college from his
home. Later, when Mawlana Faizul
Hasan went to Saharanpur to spend
his vacation, Shibli also decided to
travel along with him so that he might
not miss his lessons from him.

The association with Mawlana
Faizul Hasan, which lasted for a few
months, generated in Shibli a great
interest for the study of classical
Arabic literature. From him Shibli
learned to pick up the subtleties of
Qur’anlc diction and elegy. The study
of Hamasa and Jahmahratul Arab
drew Shibli towards realism, straight
forwardness, simplicity and elegance
of thought. Hitherto Shibli under the
influence of Faruq Chiryakot had been
an admirer of Mutanabbi’'s style of
writing. Finally, he took up the study of
Hadis from the renowned scholar
Mawlana Ahmad Ali Saharanpuri. This

marked the culmination of his
education in traditional Islamic
Sciences. Soon after at the age of
nineteen he, along with his father, left
for Hajj in 1876.

The journey provided Shibli with
an opportunity to visit different
libraries of Mecca and Madinah
where he saw rare Islamic literature
in abundance. On his return from Hajj,
Shibli was called upon to take up his
family profession. Shibli appeared at
the Law examination but very
reluctantly for that was not to his liking.
He failed to qualify in the first attempt,
but was successful in his second
attempt in 1880.

Early Employment

For the next two years Shibli
tried his luck at different things. He
started his career as a lawyer in
Azamgarh in 1881, but was
unsuccessful because the profession
was not congenial to his
temperament. Consequently, he left it
and joined Azamgarh Collectorate as
temporary copy-writer on a monthly
salary of rupees ten. This was a very
humble beginning and
incommensurate with his high
educational qualification; the only
consolation being that government
service even of a lower cadre was
looked upon with respect in those
days. Soon after Shibli joined as Qurg-
Amin-(an officer employed to attach
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property in execution of a decree and
to realise the proceeds) but
simultaneously took care of his
father’s business as well. The nature
of the job rendered it necessary to
bear the dust and heat of the
countryside. Shibli soon developed a
thorough dislike for it and he left it for
good. He then went to Basti to start
practicing again as a lawyer in 1882
where Mawlana Muhammad Kamil of
Walidpur was serving as munsif.

Literary and Religious Activities

For Shibli the period between
1878 t01882 was rather fretful. In
order to remain in touch with subjects
of his interest he began giving short
lectures to the interested students,
would take part in religious debates,
and would attend poetical symposium
with full eagerness. It was about this
time a certain British soldier who had
participated in the British campaigns
of Kabul and Qandhar and had
versified the events in English, wished
to get it translated into Urdu. Shibli
readily undertook the task. He would
first listen to the Urdu translation of
English account and would then
render it into poetical form. But the
most significant aspect of his life
during this period was his fierce attack
on the Non-Conformists or Ahl-i-Hadis
whose ardent preacher in the
surroundings of Azamgarh was
Mawlana Salamatullah Jairajpuri. His
activities had even split the ranks of

Shibli’s relatives. But Shibli virulently
denounced the Ahl-i-Hadis. He would
throw open challenges to the Non-
Conformists, distributed pamphlets,
and wrote many religious tracts in an
attempt to discredit and expound their
vilify. Some of the religious tracts that
he published were: Zil-lul-Ghamam-
FiMaslahti-Qir’at and Iskatul-Mustadi
Ala Insatil Muqgtadi Khalfal Imam.

Two contemporary newspapers
Awadh Panch and Payam-i-Yar, which
contained essays on current topics
and poems of eminent men,
profoundly influenced Shibli’s thought
and style of writing. These papers
were considered representative of old
values, and were quite critical of the
reformist programs of Sayyid Ahmad
Khan.

In his early writings he wrote his
name Muhammad Shibli. Later he
wrote his name as Shibli Nomani
when he became the pupil of Mawlana
Farug Chiryakoti. In one of his article
entitled Al-Mutazalah-Wa-Al-Atzal
published in Tahzib-al-Akhlaq (July
1895) he addresses himself as Al-
Asadi-Al-Azmi. This was probably
because, we shall see, Shibli differed
from Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan in some
matters regarding his belief in
Fundamental Articles of Islam and had
evaded Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan’s
request for writing something on this
aspect, However, when he did so, he
left it incomplete and wrote with a
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fictitious name in an attempt to
conceal his identity.

Visit to Aligarh
Appointment as Professor

In 1881 Shibli went to Aligarh
along with his father to meet his
brother Mahdi Hasan. Here Shibli met
Sayyid Ahmad Khan and in
obedience to the time-honoured
custom on such occasions recited a
gasidah (poem) in Arabic in praise of
Sayyid Ahmad Khan. It greatly
impressed him and he had the
gasidah published in the Aligarh
Gazette. A year and half later Anglo-
Mohammedan-Oriental College also
known as Madrasat-al-Ulum-
Musalmanan was in need of a teacher
for Eastern Languages. Shibli applied
for the same after getting his
application recommended by his
teacher, Mawlana Faizul Hasan
Saharanpuri. Muhammad Ameen
Zuberi records the interesting
interview of Shibli at Aligarh. When
Shibli was called for interview he was
asked to seat himself in the library.
Thereupon Shibli curiously spent his
time looking at the books locked in the
almirahs with glass panes. When
considerable time had elapsed, a
messenger of Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan
came and told him that he must come
the next day. On the next day Shibli was
again asked to sitin the library where
he found the almirahs unlocked. Shibli
took out a few books and read them

keenly. After much time had passed
he was once again asked to come on
the following day. The next day when
he came he found in the library an
addition of few chairs. Shibli took out
books of his choice and busied
himself with them. After much time had
lapsed Sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan came
to the library and said, “Mawlvi Shibli!
Interview is over- Go and start your
work.”

Muhammad Shibli Nomani was
appointed Professor of Persian and
Assistant Professor of Arabic on 1st
February 1883 at the age of twenty-
five on a monthly salary of rupees
forty. Three years later, following the
death of Professor Mawlvi Muhammad
Akbar, he was promoted to the rank
of Professor of Arabic on a monthly
salary of rupees seventy. The salary
was later increased to rupees
hundred. The settlement at Aligarh was
to mark the beginning of the next and
the most important phase of Shibli’s
career. It was here that Shibli’s furor
loquendi, furor poeticus and furor
scribendi emanated to win rich
acclamation.

Association with Sayyid Ahmad
Khan

Academic and Didactic Activities

Shibli spent the next sixteen
years of his life at Aligarh where Sir
Sayyid Ahmad Khan allotted him a
house in the campus of his bungalow
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and gave him full liberty to use the
library. It was in the study-circle and
company of Sayyid Ahmad Khan that
Shibli’s interest in historical, religious
and social studies found newer views
and expressions. In some of his early
writings he extols the works of Sir
Sayyid Ahmad Khan and speaks
highly in praise of him. On the other
hand Sayyid Ahmad Khan was equally
proud of Shibli’s budding intellect.
Later in his life Shibli developed
certain ideological differences with
him but he held him in high esteem
and hailed him as the harbinger of a
new era.

Since Shibli was fairly young at
the time of his appointment he was
very popular among the students.
Apart from Persian and Arabic, Shibli
also taught Holy Qur’an and theology.
It was his charismatic teaching
method that attracted and moulded the
personality of many of his students,
some of them being Mawlana Zafar
Ali khan, Khushi Muhammd Nazir,
Sayyid Sajjad Haider Yaldaram, and
Mawlana Muhammad Ali. He laid
great stress upon manners and
obedience, and to the offering of the
obligatory prayers. For his various
accomplishments Shibli would
receive rich compliments from Sayyid
Ahmad Khan and other luminaries of
the college.

Shibli took active part in various
academic and social activities. He

became the first editor of the Urdu
version of Aligarh Institute Gazette.
Under his care the standard of the
Gazette improved appreciably.
Distinguished writers such as Altaf
Hussain Hali, Muhammad Zakaullah,
and others would contribute their
articles. Some of the famous early
writings of Shibli were also published
in this Gazette. He also patronized
and participated in the various
societies of the College set up by the
students, including the Student’s
Union. In order to enhance the power
of oration and writing of Urdu and
Arabic languages among the students
he set up Societies by the name of
Akhwan- al-Safa and Lajinatul Adab.
He was often called to welcome
dignitaries who visited the college. On
such occasions as well as on College
functions and programs his poems,
which often figured the crestfallen
position of the Muslims and the
reformist zeal of the Aligarh
Movement, were heard with hope and
delight. An excellent elocutionist he
would enthrall the audience. He served
the college with sweat and blood in as
much as gave the copyright of all his
books written at Aligarh to the college.
Whenever he wished to present his
books to anybody, he would buy them
and gift it free of cost. In order to raise
funds for the college he once
participated in play along with Arnold,
Kennedy, Smith, Anthony, Yusuf Vakil,
and others.® (To be Continued)
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The Arabian Peninsula

The Arabian Peninsula is the
cradle of Islam, and the homeland of
the ancient Arabs. It is situated in
southwest Asia, surrounded by three
seas: the Red Sea to the west, the
Indian Ocean (the Arabian Sea and
the Gulf of Aden) to the south, and the
Arabian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman to
the east. To the north is Badiyat Ash-
Sham which is mostly desert. The
geographers have divided Arabia,
according to climate, into five
sections:

1. Tihamah: This refers to the coastal
plains along the Red Sea, which
extend from Yanbu’ in the north to
Najran in the south. It is so called
because of its severe heat and lack
of wind, from the word At-Taham which
refers to extreme heat and lack of
wind.

2. The mountain range of As-Sarah:
This is the western mountain range
which runs parallel to the coast of the
Red Sea, to the east of the plains of
Tihamah. Here there are a number of
valleys that cut through the mountains.
This range extends from the Gulf of
‘Agabah to Yemen. In the north it is
called Jibal Midian (the mountains of
Madyan) and in the south it is called
Jibal ‘Asir. In the center of this range
is the Hijaz where Makkah Al-
Mukarramah and Al-Madinah Al-

Munawwarah are located. The Hijazis
so called because itis a barrier (Hijaz)
between Tihamah and Najd.

3. The Najd plateau: It extends from
Yemen in the south to southern Iraq in
the north, where itis called Badiyat Al-
Samawabh. Its eastern part is called Al-
Arud. It is called Najd because of its
elevation (Najd = highland, plateau).

4.Yemen: This is a mountainous area
in the far southwest of Arabia, to the
east of which are Hadramawt, Mahrah
and Oman. Here is located the highest
peak in the Arabian Peninsula, 3750
meters high, south west of San’a’.

5. Al-Arud. This region includes Al-
Yamamah, Oman and Bahrain. It is
called ‘Arud because it stands in
between (A'tarada) Yemen and Najd.

In the northern regions, the rains
come in winter, and the amount of
rainfall is very little. In Yemen, ‘Asir and
Oman, the monsoon rains come in
summer, with a heavy rainfall of 500
mm in some regions of Yemen and
‘Asir, and less than that in Oman.

The Arabian Peninsula is
crossed by the Tropic of Cancer (23.5
degrees north of the Equator), hence
high temperatures prevail in most
regions, especially in summer.

(Cont. on page 30)
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Around the World

Israel should pull back from Palestine
in 12 months: UN

The United Nations General Assembly
adopted a Palestinian-drafted resolution
that demands Israel end “its un lawful
presence in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory” within 12 months. The
resolution received 124 votes in favor,
while 43 countries abstained and Israel,
the U.S. and 12 others voted no.

The action isolates Israel days before
world leaders travel to New York for their
annual UN gathering. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is due to
address the 193-member General
Assembly on September 26.1

356 Killed As lIsraeli Air Strikes
Hammer Lebanon

Israel said it had launched air strikes
against hundreds of Hezbollah targets
killing 356 people in Lebanon’s deadliest
day in decades according to authorities,
as it ramped up a nearly year-long
conflict with its Iran-backed enemy. After
some of the heaviest cross-border
exchanges of fire since the hostilities
flared last Oct, Israel warned people in
Lebanon to evacuate areas where it said
the armed movement was storing
weapons

Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu sent a
short video statement addressed to the
Lebanese people. “Israel’s war is not with
you, it’'s with Hezbollah. For too long
Hezbollah has been using you as human
shields,” he said. After almost a year of
war against Hamas in Gaza on its
southern border, Israel is shifting its focus
to the northern frontier, where Hezbollah
has been firing rockets into Israel in

support of Hamas, also backed by Iran.
Israel’s military said it had struck
Hezbollah in Lebanon’s south, east and
north.

Lebanese health minister Firass Abiad
said the strikes hit hospitals, medical
centres and ambulances. He said 356
people had been killed, including 24
children and 42 women, and 1,246
wounded. One official said it was
Lebanon’s highest daily death toll from
violence since the 1975-1990 civil war. It
was also the deadliest barrage since the
2006 Israel-Hezbollah war.®

Iran’s new President announces first
Sunni Governor in 45 years

Iran’s new President, Masoud
Pezeshkian, nominated a member of the
Sunni Muslim minority to be Governor of
Kurdistan province. Arash Zerehtan was
appointed head of the western State. He
is the first Sunni to be made a regional
Governor in the mainly Shia country since
the earliest days of the 1979 Islamic
Revolution.®

Jordanian king appoints key palace
aide as premier

AMMAN: Jordan’s King Abdullah has
designated key palace aide Jafar Hassan
as prime minister after the government
resigned on Sunday, the royal court said,
days after a parliamentaryelection in
which the Is mist opposition made some
gains in the US-allied kingdom in the
Middle East. Hassan, now head of King
Abdullah’s office and a former planning
minister, replaces Bisher Khasawneh, a
veteran diplomat and former palace
adviser who was appointed nearly four
years ago, a royal court statement said.®
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