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Allah is the One Who sends down rain
after men have given  up ail hope, and
scatters His mercy far and wide. He is
Protector, of all praise.

(al-Shürä 42:28)
This Qur’anic verse embodies

immeasurable guidance for everyone. The
“rain” in the verse may also be taken to mean
anything that rescues one and provides one
with help in a crisis. It is Allah alone Who
comes to man’s rescue as he faces
problems. Again, it is He Who lends man a
supporting hand. As a dying person is revived
when a drop of elixir is given him. Allah
provides solace to the scorching earth by
blessing it with rainfall. Allah responds to
man’s petition. At a time when everyone,
including the high and the mighty, had
despaired of rain. Allah sends down rain
which revives the dead land. Thus He
showers mercy. For He alone is man’s
protector deserves all praise.

The divine attributes mentioned in this
context appear to be very carefully chosen.
All of His names are excellent. His is the
best example. Reference is made,
nonetheless, to two of His attributes —
Protector and Worthy of all praise, for these
are directly linked with rescuing humanity and
with truth. Allah is the Protector of humanity.
No owner would like to see his field as
barren. As mankind’s Protector, Allah ensures
its revival. In equal measure, Allah is
deserving of ail praise. It does not befit His
mercy and majesty to abandon humanity. 

Divine Judgement About
Mankind
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Pearls From the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)

Sufiyan bin Abdullah Saqfi has related to us
that, once, he asked the Prophet, ‘to Apostle of
God ! Tell me an all-encompassing thing about
Islam so that, after you, I may not have to ask
from anyone in this regard.” The Prophet
replied, “Say, I believe in God, and remain true
to it.”                                                      -—Muslim
Commentary.—- It is enough for a man to make
himself the faithful bondsman of God by
affirming faith in Him as the  Lord and Creator
of the Worlds, and, then, to make the
conscientious fulf i l lment of the duties
stemming from it his characteristic behaviour
and way of life.
This Tradition is included among the “all-
embracing sayings.” The sacred Prophet has
summed up the fundamental meaning and
purpose of Islam in a few words. Faith in God
and constancy and steadfastness in it
constitutes the pith and essence of Islam. The
significance of faith in God has already been
explained in the commentary of the Tradition
placed at the head of the present compilation
while steadfastness means to pursue faithfully
and unchangingly the Straight Path and to
persevere in it at all times. Strict observance of
the Divine injunctions, positive as well as
negative, is, so to speak, the name of
constancy in Faith. Some of the leading Sufi-
saints have remarked that “steadfastness is
better than a thousand supernatural deeds.”
Once a person has learnt the lesson of
steadfastness, he has learnt everything. After
it, there is left nothing for him to aspire for. At
various places in the Quran, felicity has been
associated with faith in God and steadfastness.
Take the following verse, for instance.

Lo! those who say Our Lord is Allah, and
afterward are upright, the angels descend
on them saying: Fear not nor grieve, but hear
good tidings of the Paradise which ye
promised.                                   (xli : 30)

Seeing that the Traditions of the Prophet were
based upon Quranic teachings it can be said
that the reply to Sufiyan bin Abdullah Saqfi was
in the light of the verses like the one reproduced
above. 

Wisdom of Qur’an
We have revealed for you [O men!] a
Book in which is a message for you. Will
you then not understand?

(al-Anbiya’ 21:10)
The above Qur’anic verse contains a
wealth of meaning. One learns that the
Qur’an is like a transparently clear mirror
in which everyone can see their own
image ref lected. One realises on
studying it what role one has to play in
society. Likewise, one finds in its light the
way to gain proximity with Allah. For the
Qur’an deals, in the main, with man —
his conduct and character. Contained in
it are some role models for man. More
importantly, it is concerned solely with
man, his features and conditions. Little
wonder then that classical ‘Ulama’ looked
upon it as a lively Book, holding out as a
mirror to the human condition. They did
not take it as some archaic work, dealing
with dated history and communities of
yore. They recognised that it is
concerned with man’s everyday life, with
the ever-changing situations faced by
man and the varying challenges
contingent upon time and space.
Our worthy ancestors knew well their
strengths and weaknesses. They
recognised reality. They derived all their
guidance from the Qur’an. To resolve
their problems they turned to it and found
in its pages the images of their mindset
and features. As a result, they did not
have much difficulty in identifying
solutions to their problems. They thanked
and glorified Allah for this, sought His
forgiveness and strove to mend their
ways.
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Editor’s  Note

Last Sermon of Prophet

The Hajj is the last tenet of Islam for those who can afford it. On this occasion
Prophet Mohammad had delivered his last sermon. That is produced below:

The Last Sermon (Khutbah) of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him).
This sermon was delivered on the 9th of Dhul Hijjah, 10 A.H. (632 C.E.) in the
Uranah Valley of Mount Arafat during the Farewell Pilgrimage.

“O People, lend me an attentive ear, for I know not whether after this year I
shall ever be amongst you again. Therefore listen to what I am saying to you very
carefully and take these words to those who could not be present here today.

O People, just as you regard this month, this day, this city as Sacred, so
regard the life and property of every Muslim as a sacred trust. Return the goods
entrusted to you to their rightful owners. Hurt no one so that no one may hurt you.
Remember that you will indeed meet your Lord, and that He will indeed reckon
your deeds. Allah has forbidden you to take usury (interest), therefore all interest
obligation shall henceforth be waived. Your capital, however, is yours to keep.
You will neither inflict nor suffer any inequity. Allah has judged that there shall be
no interest, and that all the interest due to Abbas ibn ‘Abd al-Muttalib (Prophet’s
uncle) shall henceforth be waived...

Beware of Satan, for the safety of your religion. He has lost all hope that he
will ever be able to lead you astray in big things, so beware of following him in
small things.

O People, it is true that you have certain rights with regard to your women,
but they also have rights over you. Remember that you have taken them as your
wives only under Allah’s trust and with His permission. If they abide by your right
then to them belongs the right to be fed and clothed in kindness. Do treat your
women well and be kind to them for they are your partners and committed helpers.
And it is your right that they do not make friends with any one of whom you do not
approve, as well as never to be unchaste.
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We solicit articles for publication in The Fragrance of East. Suitable
remuneration will be paid to writers. We prefer receipt of articles on:

e-mail: shariqalavi4@gmail.com
along with a hard copy, duly signed, by post.

O People, listen to me in earnest, worship Allah, say your five daily prayers
(Salah), fast during the month of Ramadan, and give your wealth in Zakat. Perform
Hajj if you can afford to.

All mankind is from Adam and Eve. An Arab has no superiority over a non-
Arab, nor does a non-Arab have any superiority over an Arab; a white has no
superiority over a black, nor does a black have any superiority over a white; none
have superiority over another except by piety and good action.

Learn that every Muslim is a brother to every Muslim and that the Muslims
constitute one brotherhood. Nothing shall be legitimate to a Muslim which belongs
to a fellow Muslim unless it was given freely and willingly. Do not, therefore, do
injustice to yourselves.

Remember, one day you will appear before Allah and answer for your deeds.
So beware, do not stray from the path of righteousness after I am gone.

O People, no prophet or apostle will come after me, and no new faith will be
born. Reason well, therefore, O People, and understand words which I convey to
you. I leave behind me two things, the Qur’an and my example, the Sunnah, and if
you follow these you will never go astray.

All those who listen to me shall pass on my words to others and those to
others again; and may the last ones understand my words better than those who
listen to me directly. Be my witness, O Allah, that I have conveyed Your message
to Your people.”

This sermon encapsulates the essence of Islamic teachings and serves as
a timeless reminder of the principles of justice, equality, and brotherhood. 

(Translated and composed by Shahid Ali Siddiqui)

S.A.
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Allah enjoins justice, performing duties for
only Allah’s sake, giving help to kith and
kin, forbidding evil, obscenity and
oppression. He admonishes you so that
you may take heed.

(al-Nahl 16:90)

The above verse forms part of the
Friday Prayer sermon. Every week
Muslims listen to this. However, since
most of us (Indian Muslims) do not know
Arabic, we fail to reflect on its meaning
and message. We take worship only as a
ritual, without drawing any lesson from it.
Nor do we care to consult ‘Ulama’ on its
import.

The verse does however
encapsulate a comprehensive code of
conduct, full of directives. The first and
foremost divine command is to do justice.
The Qur’an does not specify any particular
mode of justice. Rather, its directive is in
the absolute, general form. Each one of
us should practise justice and do good.
On the issue of giving financial help,
however, the Qur’an draws a line of
demarcation. One should help one’s kith
and kin. These ties of kinship encompass
one’s relations with one’s family, one’s
neighbourhood, one’s countrymen, and
one’s colleagues. Elsewhere the Qur’an
instructs that the starting point should be
one’s close relatives; one should then
move on to help others.

The next directive is to shun
everything that is obscene, immoral and
evil. One should avoid bad conduct as

The Importance of Justice in Society
- S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

well. All these directives are issued for
man’s admonition. In our times, the
dispensation of justice is selective. We
seek justice only when it concerns us, our
relatives, our co-religionists and our tribe
or community. We want justice in our
favour. However, we are lukewarm to the
demands of justice, if it involves some
stranger. If we are not to achieve any
material benefit, we are not keen on doing
justice. Likewise, for fear of criticism too,
we stay away from doing justice lest it
damage our reputation. In practising
justice we are driven by the concerns of
our family and our country.

It is hard to do justice just for the
sake of doing justice. Man thus finds it
difficult to practise justice in accordance
with divine commands. One might
recognise some truth. However, it may still
not be easy for one to act on this. Only
such servants of Allah are committed to
justice in an absolute sense who fear Allah
and who have love and respect for
humanity. For they believe that the whole
of mankind represents Allah’s family.

It is recorded in Hadith that all
creatures belong to Allah’s family. By this
definition, all human beings are members
of the same family. Let us be reminded
that this is the Islamic position on the
issue. It goes without saying that Islam
makes no compromise on its doctrine of
monotheism. It rejects all that runs counter
to its main article of faith - the Oneness of
Allah. Notwithstanding its extreme
sensitivity to the issue of monotheism,
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Islam looks upon the whole of humanity
as Allah’s family. This is a very significant
point. One-third of the Qur’an is devoted
to the doctrine of monotheism. Surah al-
Ikhlas is designated as equal to one-third
of the Qur’an. It reads as follows: Say [O
Prophet]: He is Allah, the One. Allah, the
Self-Sufficient. He does not beget. Nor was
He begotten. There is no one equal to
Him. (al-Ikhlas 112:1-3)

Islam regards all human beings,
irrespective of their faith, country of origin,
race or colour, as members of Allah’s
family. He sustains all of us. Allah’s
favourite servant is not the one who
worships Him most. Rather, He loves him
who does good to his family members.
Had the Qur’an declared Muslims as
members of His family, it would have been
perfectly understandable in view of Islam’s
insistence on monotheism.
However,Allah’s designation includes all
human beings, without any distinction of
faith.

Allah has not charged anyone in
particular with the duty of dispensing
justice. Justice is an obligation incumbent
on everyone. Those dispensing it may be
Hindu or Muslim by faith. However, the real
virtue is justice which does not need any
label.

Allah commands that justice and
good be done. This is an absolute
command. Justice is not to be done only
to Muslims. We are asked to praise Allah
Who is the Lord and Sustainer of every
living being. He is not the Lord of Muslims
alone. The Qur’an does not restrict Him
to Arabs or followers of any particular faith.
Rather, He is the Cherisher of everyone.

He has made available the benefits flowing
from the sun, the moon, the solar system,
trees, mountains, rivers and animals to
everyone. His justice is equally beneficial
for everyone. He does not profess and
practise justice on a family, or faith
community consideration. This explains
the note of universalism in the Qur’anic
assertion that justice and good should be
done in an absolute sense.

At another place, the Qur’an
instructs Muslims that their hostility
towards another faith community should
not distract them from the dictates of
justice. For justice is identical with God-
consciousness which should permeate
Muslims’ conduct. Their differences with
any group or community should not
prompt them to do any injustice to them.
Whenever there called upon to dispense
justice, they must fulfil its demands. This
will win them Allah’s pleasure. This also
constitutes obedience to Him.

Let it be dearly understood that
justice should be freely available to
everyone, no matter to which faith or
country they belong. For this is the
command of our Lord, Cherisher and
Creator. His directive is that no
discrimination should mar our conduct.
We should not give preference to anyone.

Allah’s explicit command is that
justice should be dispensed. It should be
the hallmark of Muslims. Apart from doing
justice, the Muslim should give above and
beyond what is one’s due. Even if
someone acts unjustly towards us, we
should do justice to him. This is the type
of excellent conduct which the Qur’an
promotes. 
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Triumph of The Truth Gets Proclaimed
- S.M. Rabey Hasani Nadwi

The flagpole of the Allah’s Prophet
was installed in the Hajoon district. The
Muhajireen and Ansar got assembled
in front of, and around, him. Then it was
the time for the Prophet (SAW) to make
his entry into the Mosque. He (SAW)
kissed the black stone and then
performed the circumambulation of the
holy House of Allah. He (SAW) had a
bow in his hand. There were 360 idols
installed within and around Kaba. He
(SAW) would keep hitting them, one
after another, with the bow and say at
the same time:

(the truth is come, and falsehood hath
vanished; verily falsehood is ever
vanishing)

(Al-lsraa : 81)
and:
(the truth is come, and falsehood
shall neither originate nor be
restored)

(Saba: 49)

He (SAW) would keep reciting
the above verses and the idols would,
simultaneously, keep tumbling down
face downward on earth.

Seated on his mount, he (SAW)
had the circumambulation of the Kaba
performed. He (SA W) had not donned
then the Ihram. For, his entry into Makkah
had not been with the intention of

performing Umrah. After having
performed the circumambulation, he
(SAW) had the keeper of the key of
Kaba, Hazrat Uthman binTalha, sent for
and had the key of the Kaba retrieved
from him. Then he (SAW) got the door
of the Kaba opened; and entered it.
There inside it, too, were the figurines
painted. He (SAW) saw that there were
even the likenesses of Hazrat Ibrahim
and Hazrat Ismaeel, too, painted. They
were depicted drawing lots with arrows.
Seeing that, the Prophet (SAW) said:
‘May Allah serve these people their due
desserts! By God, these prophets had
never drawn lots with arrows.’ On his
orders, these portraits were dislodged
with arrows. He (SAW) had the doors,
then, closed from inside and offered
prayers therein. He betook himself to
several places inside itself and had the
Takbeer and expressions of Allah’s
Unity uttered. Then he (SAW) got the
door opened. There were, in front of him,
the people from the Quoraish gathered
in throngs inside the mosque. They had
themselves lined up in rows just waiting
to see as to what treatment they were
going to be meted out to by him (SAW).
Resting his hands on both the two wings
of the door, he (SAW) said:

(There is no God but He. He is All
Alone; None-such. There is no
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parallel or partner to Him. He Had
His Promise fulfilled. Helped His
slave. Made His army victorious and
had the troops of the enemies routed
by Himself.)

And, then he (SAW) said:

‘Listen! Every wrong, every
(unjustifiably acquired) property and
unlawful homicide is all trampled today
under my feet. That is all these wrongful
acts are rendered null and void.’ Except
the Offices of keeping the key of the
House of Allah and supply of Water to
the Hajis which were to stay with whom
these were with, so far, all the rest of
offices were taken away by him from
those who held them and put them under
the charge of the governor of the
Muslims. He (SAW) made an
announcement of some laws about
homicide and taking revenge.
Addressing the Quoraish, he (SAW)
said:

‘O the people of the Quoraish!
The vanity that you had during the pre-
Islamic days and the pride that you took
in the grandeur and glory of your fathers
and forefathers and the resultant social
disparity have, undoubtedly, been now
rendered by Allah null and void. Listen!
All the humans are the children of Adam.
And Adam was created from clay.’ And,
then, he (SAW) recited this verse from
the holy Quran:

( ... and We have made you nations

and tribes that ye might know one
another. Verily the noblest of you with
Allah is the most God-fearing of you;
verily Allah is Knowing, Aware,)

(Al-Hujarat: 13)

Then he (SAW) said:

‘O the people of the. Quoraish!
What do you think what treatment today
you are going to be meted out to by me?’
The Quoraish said: We only hope to be
treated nicely. We hope to get the
treatment that a noble brother extends
to his other noble brother.’ As a retort to
that, the Allah’s Prophet (SAW) could
have said: ‘What was the one noble
brother doing to his other noble brother
up till the day before today?!’ But he
(SAW) did not do so. On the contrary,
he (SAW) simply said: ‘I would say to
you today exactly what Hazrat Yusuf
(AS) had said to his brothers. His
reference was to what had happened
to Hazrat Yusuf (AS). His brothers had
thrown him into a well convinced that he
would be perished there. But, Allah had
him honoured. He had the monarchy
conferred upon him. And, then, these
brothers, under the financial straits,
came to him seeking aid from him. Till
then they were taking him to be
someone Alien to them. But, when they
came to know that he was the self-same
brother whom they had, as per their
conviction consigned to the jaws of the
death, they were ashamed and begged
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to be forgiven. Thereupon, he said:
‘Worry not! O blame on you now! You
are all let off!’ The Prophet (SAW), too,
on having overcome these cruel kin of
his said the same thing: ‘Worry not! No
blame on you now! You are all let Off’!

Then, the Prophet (SAW) made
himself seated in the Mosque. He, then,
sent for the keeper of the key of Kaba,
Hazrat Uthman bin Talha. He (SAW)
gave him the key back saying: ‘Today
is the day of being magnanimous and
condescending. This observation
implied an allusion to a past incident. In
the pre- Hijrat days, the Prophet (SAW)
had once asked Hazrat U’ thman bin
Talha to open the door of the Ka’ ba for
him and the latter had, giving a
demonstration of his aversion to the
religion of Islam, refuse to oblige him.
Thereupon, the Prophet (SAW) had
said: ‘A day would come when this key
would be in my hands and I would give
it to whoever would I like.’ Taking it for
some sort of balderdash, U’ thman bin
Talha had, then, said: ‘Would such a day
come to happen ever?! And would all
the people of the Quoraish be dead by
then?!’

The Prophet (SAW) had the key
returned to him; whereas, Hazrat Ali and
some others were desirous of having the
office of key-keeping given under their
charge. He (SAW) said to them that it
was the day of being magnanimous and

condescending. To Hazrat U’ thman bin
Talha, he (SAW) said: The key would
remain with you only. (That is, it was to
stay within his family, generation after
generation.) In case anyone would take
it away from you, he would be the
aggressor. And, hence, even today,
after the passage of more than fourteen
hundred years, the office of keeping the
key of Ka’ba rests with them.

He (SAW), then, bade Hazrat
Bilal Habashi (RAA) to say the Azaan
standing on the roof of Ka’ ba. There
were at that time all the grandees of the
Quoraish present there. One of them,
pointing towards Hazrat Bilal said: If the
one whose slave Hazrat Bilal had once
been, that was Usaid, were to watch this
spectacle that his slave was let stand at
the glorified and elevated point of the
most venerated place, how much
disgraced he would have felt himself.

Thereafter, he (SAW) went to the
house of one of his cousin sister, Hazrat
Umm-e-Hani. There he (SAW) took a
bath and thereafter offered eight Rakats
of votive prayers in thanksgiving.

After having completed this
operation of victory over Makkah, he
(SAW) had a general amnesty declared
for all excepting only a few who had
deserved in the extreme to be punished
and who could be put to death. But, the
majority of them, too, having come to
him (SAW), begged for forgiveness and
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they too, were, granted forgiveness.
And, it was just like him. It was his (SA
W) usual noble wont that even if his
sanguinary enemy came up with an
excuse to, and sought forgiveness from
him (SAW), he would but forgive him.

Then the Prophet (SAW)
dispatched a few teams to wherever in
the surroundings of Makkah were the
dens of idols built to have them razed.
Throughout Makkah, an announcement.
on his (SAW) behalf, was made, to the
effect that whoever believed in Allah, His
Prophet and the Day of Resurrection
must not have idols in his/her house. In
case there were any they should be
destroyed forthwith.

And, thus, the central war-front of
the infidels of the entire Arab Peninsula
was exterminated. With that the
animosity, the tyranny and the
oppression that the Muslims had been
made to suffer by the Makkans for last
20-21years came to end. However, the
Prophet (SAW) did not take any
revengeful action against anyone and
had them all forgiven.

Mass Mobilization Towards Islam:

In the wake of the victory over
Makkah, Arabs’ mobilization towards
Islam took place on a mass scale.
Delegations in large numbers and the
masses, in hordes, would come to pay
homage to him (SAW) and get entered

into the fold of Islam. It is this
phenomenon which Allah Almighty has
referred to in the following verses of the
holy Quran:

(When there cometh the succour of
Allah and the victory. And thou
beholdest mankind entering the
religion of Allah in crowds.)

(An-Nasr : 1-2)

The occasion of the victory over Makkah
was in fact, an astonishing one. It was
after twenty years of relentless,
incessant animosity, persecution and
oppression that their perpetrators were
brought under control and there was
nothing to prevent the Muslims from
having themselves avenged. Yet, out of
sheer cordial magnanimity, he (SAW)
had even the staunchest of his enemies
pardoned and despite being able to
take the revenge from them, he (SAW)
did not do so. Instead, he (SAW) had
the scope of forgiveness further
widened, rather. The bitterest of his
enemies like I’kramah, the son of his
bitterest enemy on earth, Abu Jahl,
Wahshi: the slave of Jubail bin Muti’im
and the killer of his (SAW) beloved
uncle, Hazrat Hamza; Habbar bin Al-
Aswad and Abdullah bin Sad ‘bin Abi
Sarh found refuge under the canopy of
his (SAW) forgiveness and
condonation.
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Role of Muslims in Freedom Struggle of India
- M. Rasheed

(1) INDIA

To conceive Indian geographical
sub-continent of Asia as a whole ancient
political India is a bad knowledge of
history. When Alexandra captured
Punjab in 326 BC, the heart line
Indumati alias Sind was named Indus
and the conquered land India by him.
Arabian navigating traders during the
7th century AD called the south’s coastal
and middle area of their trade as Hindi.
Later when Arabians conquered Sind in
712 AD they called the whole northern
belt except Kashmir also Hind. Further
afterwards when Turkish conquered the
planes of Punjab and Ganges in 1192
AD, since it was popularly known with
Persian word Hindustan, they continued
it as such. Before 1200 AD India did not
mean a solitary political or geographical
India. It was a land divided into many
countries or regional territories such as
Assamma, Bengala, Dakkhin Desh,
Madhya Desh, Magadh, Punjab,
Kashmir, Rohail Khand, Rajasthan, Arya
Deshl Gujarat etc. Mughals consolidated
all  parts into a single territory of
Hindustan. Alauddin Khilji, no doubt, had
little lesser than the empire of
Aurangzeb, the greatest by an Indian
ruler. He was also the ruler of Kashmir
and Afghanistan. British adopted the
Greek name of India for whole sub-

continent. Under a treaty of military help
for regaining the hold after 1857 revolt
had to the end some 600 autonomous
princely states within its territories.
Before 1192 AD India had been a land
divided into enormous kingdoms, It
were Machatas and Sikhs etc. who
dismembered the remains of political
India of Aurangzeb in the appetite of
power and slowly but steadily the British
had Picked the wreckage defeating the
last Marhatas tn 1830.

In no period of history this sub-
continent was called Aryewart or Bharat
Warsh. Historians have unanimity to
decree that Aryans advented into India
in about 1500 BC or so. They slowly
conquered the planes of Punjab and then
afterwards planes of Ganges and they
never extended their command over the
rest of India. Their land was termed
Arye-Desh as depicted at page 48 of
“Qadeem Hindustan Mein Sudra” by Dr.
R.S. Sharma, a living authority on
ancient history of India. Same book at
page 22 defines word Aryewart as law
or regulations of Aryans. Dasyoan, the
Sudras were called Avart or Aryewart in
Rig-Vedic times. Hence there is no
question of any country to have been
called as ARYAWART. There is a
description on page 26 wherein two
Aryan factions. Bhartoans and Poarwats
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fought each other at the bank of
Panwashni river in Rig-Vedic times
which is termed as Dasa-Rajoan ki
Jang. Bahrtoans won and established
their small kingdom under Bharat
somewhere near the Vindhian range
which was centuries later remembered
as Bharat-Warsh misconveivingly... Only
to this consideration India was
recognised as Bharat in the Constitution
to have an Aryan stamp over the name
of Hindi or Hindustan.

(2) Drawadian - Aryan Conflicts:

Drawadian geographical India
has been a land of rivers, lakes and hills
from remote past. These all were
dividing it into small strips as if every
strip was an Island only because that
there were no bridges and roads. There
was neither any mean of transportation
except boats; it is understood that horse
was introduced by the Aryans. Since the
land was fertile they were habitual of and
enjoyed with local natured civilisation
and their economy was village self
sufficient. Their knowledge and faiths
were local in nature due to lack of civic
movement in the absence of
transportation, roads and bridges. The
population was very small and hutment
existed often in or by the forests. Little
land was used in cultivation while the rest
was either slushy or bushy and mostly
covered by forests. So apart their
hutments existed that hardly the events
of a hutment reached to the others.

Aryans more frequently riding on horses
appeared at a sudden in nights, used
to burn Drawadian hutment, kill
residents or make them slave after
plunder. Aryans finally installed the
Brahminical - Rule and exploited natural
resources and manual strength of black
Drawadians calling them SUDRAS or
DASYOANS where some Sudras were
made Achut, the untouchables and put
to dirty works alone.

The discriminative and cruel
behaviour of Caste Hindus continued till
a Sudra-Rule was established in about
325 BC under Chandragupta Maurya.
Sudras were now in better position and
used to avenge Caste Hindus
frequently. The discriminative culture and
sociology continued till the extinction of
Maurya dynasty rule about 151 BC at
the hands of foreign invaders. During
this period Ashoka’s cruel expeditions
(conquests) turned to love of Buddhism
and a constrained peace prevailed due
to rise of Buddhism in his empire. Now
the balance of power of Aryans and
Drawadians was hung into equilibrium.
Unfortunately there existed a dark
period between 151 BC to 320 AS due
to foreign invasions of Karshaks etc. In
about 200 AD there appeared some
Manu who evolved Manu-Smriti and
suggested Caste - Hindus its
application where Sudras and
Untouchables were again counselled to
miseries and perdition. In about 320 AD
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there appeared a Golden Gupta dynasty
rule in Eastern-Northern belt of India with
its capital at Patliputra, the present
Patna. This lasted up to 550 AD when
HUNS captured it. The new invaders
liked to pronounce themselves RAJPUT,
the sons of kingdom. In Gupta-Rule
Brahmins were patronised and Manu-
Smriti prevailed. The Sanskrit in place
of Pali was official language of Guptas
and during this period the epics of
Ramayana and Mahabharata and the
holy Gita were compiled. The stories of
epics regarding the highness of
Drawadian heroes and culture were
written in Aryan culture set-up by Sudras
Balmiki and Viyas respectively to vitiate
society through Manu-Smriti and satisfy
it with the Holy Gita. However, the
Rajput-Rule in the form of enormous
autonomous yet small kingdoms was in
existence when Turkish invasion
defeated two major rival kingdoms of
Jaichand and Prithviraj and a Muslim-
Rule was installed in 1192 AD. Earlier
an Arabian colony was formed in 712
AD by Muhammad Bin Qasim at Sind
after defeating Dahir.

By entrance of Muslims into India,
people found a kind and equitable not
only an administration but culture also
with the international brotherhood as its
prime instrument. The equitable and
kind behaviour of general Muslims and
the messages and love of Sufies
emerged into a Sufi-Cult and down

trodden of caste system and those
Caste-Hindus to whom Islam inspired
started conversion into it. One who
blames today that Islam spread at the
edge of sword must read Dr.
Bishambhar Nath Pande’s book of
Hindustan Mein Qaumi Ekta ki Rawayat
and Islam & Indian culture at least. It is
totally false propagation. More often we
find news that thousands or lacs of
Sudras are adopting Buddhism in free
India. Whether it is sword or
discrimination of Caste Hindus which
compels them for conversion?
Constitution gives them the benefit of
word Hindu to remain part of 80%
majority otherwise they would have
adopted Islam.

Before advent of Muslims there
were no roads and bridges in India as
said earlier. Muslim rulers not only
adopted expansion of their territories
but they concentrated in making of road
and bridges, wells, sarais, schools,
hospitals and courts etc. and flourished
architecture, education. modern
armament, trade, art, literature, culture,
secularism, industry, navigation, foreign
trade, tourism, professionalism,
science, technology, engineering, public
relations and moresoever all round
development to bring modernity in
thoughts and friendship by giving major
share to Hindus in their administration.
They also measured land and
introduced the permanent settlements in
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the form of land reforms.

The conflict among Hindus relating
to caste system, however, continued and
rulers and their administration remained
neutral yet they always rescued the weak
and poor against every cruelty even in
caste disputes. They maintained the
scales of justice and equality actively.
The uniformity of culture & laws and
danger free living, trading & travelling
throughout their empires were special
features. The message and glossiness
of Islam attracted conversion in remotest
areas as well. The development and
modernity in thoughts also brought
people closer to each other not only in
socioeconomic fields but congeals of
religious, linguistic and regional
separatism ended. From Kabul to
Aeakan and from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari a common culture and law
prevailed. The kind but vigilant and strict
administration and peace as a result
were blessings of God for inhabitants
and people lived and enjoyed the ease
as against the long suppression of past.
During the period there was a glorious
Mughal-Rule also which flourished India
most and its inhabitants established
cultural and business relations with other
people of the world. During whole
Muslim - Ruling period the rulers or their
administrations maintained no
discrimination and there existed
complete communal harmony.
Aurangzeb who is blamed much today

by a section of people for political
reasons was a kind and secular
emperor. One may find him declaring
from the pulpit of Jama Masjid, Delhi as
depicted in short narrative of Mr.
Omprakash Gaddi, “Aik Purani Dastan”,
published in Urdu daily Qaumi Awaz,
Lucknow dated 30/01/83.

“O Muslims, God has conferred
the ruling duty upon me for the
maintenance of scale of justice and
equality. Every officer of my
administration whether Hindu, Muslim or
other has been restrained of induction
of any cruelty and injustice upon my
people. My dear people belonging to
Muslim, Hindu, Christian or any other
are one to me. I have conferred posts
upon merit irrespective of caste or
creed. From this holy pulpit of mosque I
solemnly declare that none could
escape of my hard clutch if found guilty
of, any swage upon any of my people.

The story revolves round a poor
Brahmin girl who as on verge to be
married forcefully by a Muslim Kotwal of
Benaras. Kotwal those days was the
superintendent of police and deputy
commissioner. Only horse was the mean
of conveyance and riding upon horse he
was swift to deliver justice to the girl.
Reaching there he killed the Kotwal by
his own hands and married the girl with
a respected Brahmin boy at his own
expenses. People are advised to go
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through the books “Aurangzeb” by
professor Omprakash Prasad and
“Islam & lndian Culture” by Dr. Pande
which contains the following at page 20,:

“What have the worldly affairs to
do with religion? And why should bigotry
intrude into matters of religion? For you
there is your religion, for me mine (as
Qur’an speaks - Lakum dinnokum wali
va din). What concern have we with other
religion of anybody? Let Jesus follow his
own religion and Moses his own.

(3) British Menace:

It has already been described that
British had captured India finally in 1830.
The story of suppression, oppression,
exploitation and divide and rule is well
known to the Indians and needs no
discussion. After British conquest of
Bengal in 1757, one saintly Delhvi
intellectual Maulana Shah Waliullah was
so displeased that he wrote a “Hujjatul/
ah al-Balighah” which contains his
message in short,

“All human beings are equal
children of God who must get equal
rights and privileges of living, property,
and safety and not to be exploited upon
by any Intellectuals, labourers and
cultivators are the real people who
produce money and kind. Therefore they
should get their share and if denied,
suppressed or exploited, they have
every right to overthrow the jolly rulers
and dismantle such a society. It is indeed

the moral duty of every person to join
such a crusade to get every exploitation,
in-justice and cruelty ended throughout
world by man power.”

Inspired of the teachings through
his son-disciple Shah Abdul Aziz, one
Syed Ahmad Raibarelvi had managed
to gather hundreds of armed
companions. In 1826 he had risen to a
crusade against British. He reached
Yagistan which was selected as his area
of command. It fell between the Raj of
Ranjit Singh (Khalistan) and Afghanistan
and yet out of reach of British. He has
conveyed a message to the princes of
states all around it to join hands against
British. He was still in preparations when
powerful Sikh militants attacked him.
Instead of joining hands with some petty
rajas had informed the British about his
intentions and   British managed to this
attack through the aid of Ranjit Singh.
Many other such attacks were arranged
upon him. He had failed to take upon
British any meaningful attack. At last
after some fierce battle with a very
powerful Sikh army he was killed at
Balakote in 1831.

After him, this Muslim crusade of
liberty turned weak. This movement is
recognised as Wahabi movement by the
British historians. The aftermath Wahabi
leadership fortified its militants in
Sarhad and changed their policy. They
deputed Maulavi Ahamdullah Faiza
badi to inflow the national sentiments
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among princes and people first and gain
their support. He was also destined to
do the same among British Indian
soldiers called SEPOYS. This was
called “Roati-movement’. Once any
Sepoy accepted the roati (loaf) he was
believed companion. He won many a
Sepoys and their heads. General Bakht
Khan and Khan Mohammed Khan of
Bareli were among them. He also won
general Azimullah Khanj Rani of Jhansi,
Tantia Tope, Begum Hazrat Mahal and
many other princes of states including
the puppet Mughal emperor Bhadur
Shah Zafar. Among commanders he
was one himself and Azimullah Khan.
Bakht Khan was chosen commander-
in-chief of the Wahabi forces which now
comprised of Hindus and Muslims both.
The revolt of 1857 was thus started.
They defeated the British and re-throned
the emperor. About 3 lacs rebellions
were killed in action where Hindus and
Muslim share was almost equal in no
time after a treaty with the independent
state princes, British were back on the
throne with the help of said princes which
include princes of Nepal. Kashmir,
Rampur, Bhopal, Jind, Nabha, Patiala,
Jodhpur, Indore, Gwalior, Nizam of
Hyderabad and other Rajput rulers and
big zamindars etc. Zafar’s two sons and
two grandsons were beheaded and
presented to the emperor in tribute
(punishment). And he was prisoned at
Rangoon where he later died and his

tomb still exists.

Maulvi Ahamdullah Faizabadi
who took active part in the revolt fighting
hard manually was treacherously killed
by the Raja of Puwain who had invited
him to extend the support. The Raja was
paid a reward of Rs.5,000/=. Maulvi’s
patriotism, valour and military ability
have won him high praise from the
British historians. Colonel G.B. Maleson
has written of him:

“If patriot is a man who plots and
fights for the independence, wrongfully
destroyed, of his native country, them
most certainly the Maulvi was a true
patriot ... He had fought manfully,
honourably and stubbornly in the field
against the strangers who had seized
his country, and his memory is entitled
to the respect of the brave and the true
headed of all nations.

Maulavies had taken active part in
provocation with the verdict of Jihad
signed by eminent one’s and published
by a poet, journalist Maulvi Imambux
Sahbai. He was blown by the cannon,
his family was killed and looted by
British, Muslims were hanged and their
properties either destroyed or forfeited
and it was Delhi where their houses
were also demolished. The verdict
signatories were either hanged or
deported to Andaman for life term. The
verdict was for Jihad (crusade against
cruelty and injustice of British). And the
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chief Verdictor Maulana Fazlur Rahman
Khairabadi (Sitapuri living at Delhi) had
boldly pronounced in the trial court:

“I have given the verdict of Jihad
and I still stand by it. I am proudly ready
to bear the consequences. “

H.C. Boran asserts:

“Undoubtedly it were Wahabies
who converted the meagre spark of
discontent (aiming people and sepoys
- starting with Mangal Pande event) into
flaring blaze of rebellion.

Modern India by Prof. Bipan
Chandra on pages 160/249 asserts:

“Immediately after revolt they
(British) repressed Muslims,
confiscated their lands and properties
on a large scale and declared Hindus
to be their favourites. In fact after
suppression of revolt, the British officials
has taken a particularly vindictive
attitude towards Muslims, hanging
27,000 Muslims in Delhi alone. From
now on the Muslims were in general
looked upon with suspicion.”

Indian and International historians
have been praisy to Mughal-Rule for its
secular, kind constructive, prosperous,
equitable, socio-economic-integrative
attitude yet today it is abused as if it was
anti-Hindu and deranging to Hinduism
especially when many emperors were
born of Hindu ladies and its armies,
administration, courtiers and

Mansabdars. the Jagirdars were
comprised of overwhelming majority of
Hindus. Well whether only Muslims had
revolted in 1857 under Mughal emperor
and throned him and Hindus did not
participate; how Hindus could have
chosen an anti Hindu Mughal and
throned him?

(4) Ghadarists And Jamiatists:

Disregarded Wahabies and
Ghadarists are not forgettable people.
One Barkatullah Bhopali started
preaching nationafism add rebellion
against British from  about 1880. His
field of action spread from India to
foreign countries where he and his men
worked for wining international and
Indian nationals residing outside India.
His activities covered London,
Liverpool, Berlin, New York, Tokyo,
Istanbul, •Paris, Hong-Kong, Sanghai,
Bangkok, Singapore, Colombo,
Washington, Sofia Moscow,
Constantinople, Storia, Vengkodar,
Zewrich Vienna, Bucharest, Kabul,
Herat, Lozon, Geneva and Brussels etc.
His centre place was San Francisco
where he constructed Jagantra Ashram.
His crusade is known as GHADAR
PARTY MOVEMENT. It was financed by
Indians residing abroad, mainly in
Mexico and USA. His deputies were
Mahendra Pratap Singh, Madam Coma,
Lala Hardyal, Obaidullah Sindhi, Maulvi
Abdur-Rab; Ibrahim, Dr. Syed Hassan,
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Mathura Singh and Bhagwan Singh etc.
He inflamed whole Europe, Japan, East
Asia, America, USSR etc. and obtained
moral and materialistic support against
the British menace and misconduct.

Another freedom fighter Maulana
Mahmudul Hassan Usmani was
conducting similar activities in lndian
and Arabia-Islamic countries in the same
period in the name of “Reshmi-Roomal
Movement”. He had already established
Darul-Uloom at Deoband, Saharanpur
which was preaching national and
rebellious sentiments among Muslims.
A marriage of convenience among both
movements took place and first ever
lnterim-Government in exile (Second
was of INA) was formed at Kabul under
Bhopali where the military head quarter
was to be established at the Muslim holy
city of Madina. But since Mahmood was
caught by the British with the help of
Sheriff of Makkah, the establishment of
military head quarter did not materialise.
Mahmood was imprisoned at Malta
where he faced sever torture and assault
of British. However, the Ghadarists
continued their activities. The armed
rebellion against the British was an uphill
task as they were the powerful most in
the world and it was childish for any even
for Indians living so apart from
homeland. Finding the defect Bhopali
advised his followers in Mexico,
America and Europe to migrate and
settle in East Asia to strengthen their

brothers there. Hundreds of them
obeyed and arm supply was provided,
One such person Rasbihari Bose was
also there in the same struggle. They
arranged a rebellion but the Indian part
was foiled due to leakage yet Ghadarist
Qaslm Mansoor and his companions
provoked it on 16/02/1915. The British
officers of the 5th light infantry were killed
yet after a meaningful fighting the
rebellion was killed and the rebels were
compelled to surrender at Forrel park.
Subedar Dandi Khan and Jamadar
Chishti Khan along with 47 others were
hanged at the gates of Otram road jail.
Many a Ghadarists still denied the
collapse and continued their activities
when they lost their passage in the
woods and rocks of Shan hills of Indo-
China. Although the Ghadarists, the
pronouncers of INQILAB failed to bring
the independence to their homeland yet
they were successful in convincing the
natives that if outsiders natives may do
so thing why the Indian residents may
not carry the freedom struggle
themselves. At this juncture came
forward the man of destiny, Maulana
Mohammed Ali Jauhar who ignited India
in a very strange and convincing manner
within a short period. Anyhow the unsuc
cessful remainders of Ghadar party
activist had gayfully joined the INA later.

  Extract from “Downtrodden
Muslims”  (Khuda Baksh Library)
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‘Mujahideen and Freedom Movement of 1857’
- Shah Ebadur Rahman

Sayyid Ahmad had from the very
beginning planned to launch his Jihad
Movement against the British high-
handedness in India. As mentioned
earlier, he first fought with the Sikhs only
because their atrocities against the
Muslims in the Frontier required
immediate action. But he never missed
the point that the main enemy of the
Muslims in India were the British. That
is why he wrote to Maharaja Hindu Rao
of Gwalior from the Frontier during his
engagements with the Sikhs that the
rulers of the different states of India,
Muslims as well as Hindus, should join
hands to fight together against the
foreign rule of the British.

In fact, as Sayyid Ahmad did not
have any misunderstanding about the
British as being the main enemy of
Muslims in India, the British also never
missed the point that in Muslims they
had a most uncompromising opponent.
Hunter clearly writes about the activities
of the later leaders of the Movement
who had taken Sittana as their
headquarters then: “Their hand fell
heaviest upon the Sikh villages, but they
hailed with fierce delight any chance of
inflicting a blow upon the English
infidel.” He supports himself by citing the
example of the Kabul War in which the
Mujahideen fought relentlessly against
the British: “They sent a great force to

help our enemies in the Kabul War, and
a thousand of them remained steadfast
up to death. In the fall of Ghazni alone,
three hundred obtained the joys of
martyrdom from the points of English
bayonets.

The Mujahideen took a very active
part in the anti-British nationalist
movement of 1857. When the Indian
soldiers who rebelled against the British
in Calcutta, Meerath and other places
came to Delhi, they appeared before the
Mughal king Bahadur Shah Zafar- and
requested him to patronize them.
Bahadur Shah gave them his blessings
and the Indian forces declared him the
King of India with absolute sovereignty,
thus nullifying all political restrictions
imposed upon him by the British. Soon
the news about the arrival of Bakht Khan
to Delhi reached the King. Bakht Khan
had rebelled against the British and had
gathered a large number of supporters.
He entered Delhi with his supporters on
July I, 1847. Since he had a strong
military background and was a great
supporter of the nationalist movement,
Bahadur Shah Zafar ordered Ahmad
Quli Khan, father of Zeenat Mahal, his
queen, to welcome him. The King
appointed him as Commander-in-Chief
of the national army and all regiments
were put under his command to fight
against the British.
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Bakht Khan was associated with
the Jihad Movement of Sayyid Ahmad.
In those days Maulvi Sarfaraz Ali, a
leader of the Mujahideen and a staunch
disciple of Sayyid Ahmad, was taking
the oath of allegiance for Jihad against
the British in and around Gorakhpur.
When he visited Sultanpur, Bakht Khan,
who was the Subedar there, became his
disciple and took an oath at his hands
to launch Jihad against the British. Thus,
with the appointment of Bakht Khan as
the Commander-in-Chief, the
leadership of the armed struggle
against the British at the national level
came in the hands of the Mujahideen.
The remaining supporters of the Jihad
movement of Sayyid Ahmad also
gathered in Delhi and, according to
Sayyid Muhammad Mian, stayed mainly
in and around the Jarn’e Masjid. They
supported Bakht Khan and were a
source of his strength in Delhi, as is
acknowledged in the following passage:

Bakht Khan’s main strength lay in
his own army and artillery, but due to the
efforts of Maulvi Sarfaraz Ali, he also
enjoyed the support of the Jihadis who
had come with him to Delhi. Generally
the number of the Jihadis increased as
the Ulema were constantly arousing the
Muslims in the name of Jihad to drive
the British out of country. In Delhi Bakht
Khan became the leader of the Jihadis.
Some contemporary writers have called
the Jihadis by the name of Wahhabis.
They were mainly the followers of Sayyid

Ahmad Bareilvi ... .They had come from
Hansi, Hesar, Jaipur, Naseerabad, Tonk
and Bhopal in large numbers. In Hansi,
Hesar, Tonk and Bhopal, the Rohila
Afghans lived in large numbers who
were under the influence of Maulvi
Sarfaraz Ali, Abdul Ghafoor Risaldar
and Ghaws Muhammad Khan.

It is important to note that Sarfaraz
Ali, the religious mentor of Bakht Khan
and a leader of Sayyid Ahmad’s
Movement, was with Bakht Khan when
he entered Delhi. Sarfaraz Ali was
appointed in- charge (Meere Lashkar)
of the Mujahideen.

In the 1857 Freedom Movement
the Mujahideen took much more active
part against the British than is generally
known. Hunter writes: “But in 1857 they
[the Mujahideen] openly formed a
coalition against us” with the help of the
Yusufzai and Panjtar tribes. He also
cites the specific case of Muhammad
Jafar Thanesari, an outstanding leader
of Sayyid Ahmad’s Jihad Movement.
Muhammad Jafar was earlier
condemned to death by a British court,
then exiled to the Andaman Islands, and
was finally released after a long period
of detention there. Having full
knowledge of the fact that the British
were keeping an eye on him, he secretly
traveled to Delhi with a group of the
Mujahideen and joined in the revolution
of 1857: “When the mutiny of 1857 broke
out, Jafar chose twelve of his most
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trustworthy disciples, and repaired to
the Rebel Camp.” Hunter mentions that
Muhammad Jafar returned to Thanesar
only after the defeat of the nationalist
force. Muhammad Mian also comments
on the role of the followers of Sayyid
Ahmad in the 1857 Freedom Struggle
in these words: “This much is clear that
the Ulema who took part in the Freedom
Movement of 1857 were mostly related
to Shah Abdul Aziz or Sayyid Ahmad
Shaheed by way of learning or
devotion.”

After the 1857 Movement the
situation changed tremendously. Due to
the victory of the British the faithfulness
of many nationalist groups changed, but
the Mujahideen remained steadfast. The
Jihad centers of the Mujahideen at
Asmast and Chamarkand adhered to
their objective to fight for the freedom
of India. As quoted by Mehr, Haji Meer
Shamsuddeen mentions in His book
Sayahate Afghanistan that a tea party
was given by Raja Mahindra Pratap,
President of the interim national
government of India, to the freedom
fighters in Afghanistan on 11 November
1926 at a hotel in Kabul. On that
occasion Raja Mahindra Pratap spoke
highly of the “sacrifices given by the
Mujahideen for the freedom of India.”
Maulana Basheer, the then leader of the
Mujahideen, spoke after him and
reiterated the objective of the struggle
of the Mujahideen against the British in
these words: “Our only objective is that

we firmly implant the foundation stones
of the palace of India’s future freedom,
on the strength of which India may build
the pillars and walls of its own
government.” Mehr summarizes by
stating that “the freedom of India had a
very prominent place among the
objectives of the Mujahideen. This
objective occupied such prominence for
the Mujahideen not only at the later stage
of the Movement; it was so from the time
of Sayyid Ahmad.

Sayyid Ahmad’s associates and
deputies who took charge of his
missionary and Jihad activities after his
martyrdom never lost sight of the fact that
the ultimate aim of the Muslims in India
would be achieved in the battle against
the British. That is why as soon as the
Sikh State collapsed in 1849, against
which the Mujahideen were at war, they
organized themselves against the
British and fought with them a relentless
and uncompromising fight until they left
India in 1947. Qeyamuddin Ahmad also
acknowledges that the political
objective of the Movement was “the
defeat of the English.”

In fact, if any group of Indians
genuinely threatened the power of the
British in India from the beginning till the
end, it was the Mujahideen. Hunter
writes:

Throughout the whole period the
fanatics [the Mujahideen] kept the
border tribes in a state of chronic
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hostility to the British Power. A single fact
will speak volumes. Between 1850 and
1857 the Frontier disorders forced us
to send out sixteen expeditions,
aggregating 33,000 Regular Troops;
and between 1850 and 1863 the
number rose to twenty separate
expeditions, aggregating 60,000
Regular Troops, besides Irregular
Auxiliaries and Police.

The Mujahideen maintained their
severest opposition to the British
against all odds. Hunter further writes
about the continued deteriorating

situation of the British power in the
Frontier:

The whole Frontier was now in
flame. On the 4th November [1863] the
Punjab Government had found its
military line so dangerously stripped of
troops, that it borrowed a part of the
escort belonging to the Viceroy’s camp,
and hurried forward the 7th Fusiliers to
the Frontier .... By the 14th November
things had assumed a still more serious
aspect, and the Commander-in-Chief of
the British Forces in India hurried up to
Lahore, and assumed the direction
himself.

his words to them were, “Today, no blame to you.”

4. The Prophet’s command that every Muslim man and woman can give shelter to
any non-believer and that shelter would be inviolable prevented any chance
of vengefulness- a vital feature of the society at that time. This enabled even
the hardened criminals who had initially fled Makka to return to Makka.

5. The Quran says that all species on earth, including the birds, are communities;
they live by rules which are preserved with God Almighty: and the Prophet
was sent as a Mercy for all that exist. So, the Prophet treated all with
compassion and mercy with special consideration for the weak and the
vulnerable. The Prophet’s treatment of POWs was so kind that on one
occasion God Almighty admonished him.

6. In Islam, all human beings are equal. The Prophet clearly told his very dear
daughter Hazrat Fatimah and his other close relatives that their relationship
with the Prophet would have zero weight, before God Almighty. The only
criterion for differentiation is Taqwa (this word has no exact equivalent in
English) but includes piety and a life keyed to love of God, His Prophets
and His creation.)

(Cont. from page 34)
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Spiritual Orientation, Religious Practices And Courts
- Faizan Mustafa*

What is religion to one is
superstition to another,” said Chief
Justice Lathman of Australia in Adelaide
Company of Jehovah’s Witnesses Inc
vs Commonwealth (1943). Religion has
been at the centre of human societal
existence since time immemorial. Man
is incurably religious; Indians more so.
Right now, we are in a rush hour of god
with religiosity on the rise and spirituality
on the decline.

In a significant yet controversial
order in P. Navin Kumar (2024), by
Justice G.R. Swaminathan of the
Madras High Court, the religious
practice of angapradakshinam has
been allowed. The practice involves
rolling over the banana leaves on which
other devotees (in this instance) of Sri
Sadasiva Brahmendral of Nerur village
in Tamil Nadu had partaken food. The
order overruled the 2015 order of
Justice S. Manikumar.

In 2015, the petitioner had argued
that the practice involved Dalits and non-
Brahmins rolling over on left-over
plantain leaves even though the district
administration had disputed the
allegation of caste discrimination.
Justice Manikumar had relied on the
Supreme Court of India’s order, in State

of Karnataka and others vs Adivasi
Budakattu Hitarakshana Vedike
Karnataka and others (in Special Leave
Petition (C) No.33137 of 2014), where
the top court had stayed a 500-year-old
ritual on similar lines where mainly Dalits
used to roll over the leaves. Justice
Swaminathan refused to follow the 2015
order as temple trustees which used to
organise the event were not made
parties, and thus not heard. Moreover,
not only Dalits but even others too rolled
over the leaves and thus no caste
discrimination was there.

Revival of a Debate

The order has revived the debate
on issues such as what is religion; how
essential practices of any religion are
to be determined, and how far the
judiciary has been consistent in such
determination. Justice Swaminathan, in
a well-researched order, has cited all the
important judgments of the Supreme
Court to reach the conclusion that the
petitioner, P. Navin Kumar who has
taken the vow of angapradakshinam,
and is entitled to execute it as part of
his freedom of religion under Article 25
and right to privacy under Article 21 and
human dignity — is in no way
undermined in such a practice. He even
held that rolling over on used banana
leaves is part of the freedom of* The writer is Vice Chancellor Chanakya

National University Patna.
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movement under Article 19(l)(d).

Without any evidence being
strictly examined, as was done in similar
cases, Justice Swaminathan took
judicial notice of the fact that
angapradakshinam is an established
religious practice. Thus, like other
cases, no questions were being asked
whether it is an essential and integral
practice of the Hindu religion. Or
whether it is a mandatory practice and
not a mere superstitious practice. He
has quoted the Krishna Yajur Veda and
Bhavishyapurana which describe this
practice as a noble act, but every noble
act cannot get the high status of a
mandatory act.

The Subject of Essential Practices

The framers of the Indian
Constitution had subordinated the
freedom of religion to all other
fundamental rights. It has further been
subjected to public order, health and
morality, with Additional powers being
given to the State to bring in social
reforms. The courts have further
restricted the freedom to only the
‘essential religious practices’.
Accordingly such a plea was accepted
in just seven out over 47 cases and that
is why the latest pronouncement, by
Justice Swaminathan needs critical
evaluation. Is not the rolling over on used
banana leaves with leftover food an
unhygienic practice with the danger of
health hazards? Can the right to privacy

be claimed in respect of a public event
such as an angapradakshinam?

Justice Swaminathan observed
that privacy is not lost if an individual is
in a public place. In an interesting
analogy, the learned judge, in paragraph
21 of his judgment, held that ‘If the right
to privacy includes sexual and gender
orientation, it certainly includes one’s
spiritual orientation also.’ It is open to a
person to express this orientation in the
manner he deems fit subject to rights of
others.

The leading Supreme Court
judgment on the freedom of religion was
Sri Shirur Mutt (1954) where the Court
had observed that Article 25 guarantees
freedom not only to entertain such
religious belief as may be approved of
by one’s judgment and conscience, but
also to exhibit his belief in such outward
acts as he thinks proper.

The Court further held that religion
does prescribe rituals, ceremonies and
modes of worship which are regarded
as an integral part of religion. The Court
was categorical in saying that ‘what
constitutes the essential part of religion
is primarily to be ascertained with
reference to the doctrines of that religion
itself’. In subsequent years, the Court
became inconsistent in its
determination of essential religious
practices and moved away from looking
at a particular religion to decide its
essential practices and brought in its



[ 27 ]

THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, August 2024

own rationality. Thus, a five-judge Bench
in The Durgah Committee, Ajmer (1961)
said that freedom of religion protects
only essential and integral practices of
a religion and does not extend to
practices, though religious in character
may have sprung from merely
superstitious beliefs and be extraneous
and unessential accretions to religion
itself. Why was angapradakshinam not
tested on this touchstone?

In Gramsabha of Village Battis
Shirala (2014), a particular sect claimed
the capturing and worship of a live cobra
during nagpanchnami to be an essential
part of its religion. They placed reliance
on the text of Shrinath Lilamrut which
prescribed such a practice. The court
relied on the more Dharmashastra text
to rule that since there was no mention
of capturing a live cobra, it could not be
an essential practice of the petitioners’
religion.

In Mohammed Fasi (1985), a
Muslim police officer challenged a
regulation in the Kerala High Court
which did not permit him to grow a
beard. It is disgusting to note that rather
than looking at the question of the
essentiality of a beard in Islam, the court
rejected the petitioner’s argument
simply by relying on the irrelevant fact
that certain Muslim dignitaries do not
sport a beard and that the petitioner did
not have a beard in previous years.
Therefore, the court looked at empirical
evidence of practice rather than

religious texts. The court refused to
permit the keeping of a beard by a
policeman as it was merely a noble and
pious act because it was based on
sayings of Prophet (Hadith) and not
made mandatory in the Koran. The hijab
was similarly not found mandatory.

In Acharya Jagdishuurananda
Avadhuta (2004), where the Calcutta
High Court found that the tandava dance
was an essential practice of the Ananda
Margi faith, the Supreme Court
overruled the High Court by looking at
earlier judicial verdicts and not religious
texts. Another strange reason provided
was that the Ananda Marg faith had
come into existence in 1955 and that
the tandava dance was adopted only in
1966. Therefore, as the faith had existed
without the practice, it could not be
accepted as an essential feature of the
faith. The approach seems to identify a
religious practice as only an integral
practice if it existed when the religion
was founded. This logic would lead to
an approach to religious practices that
are frozen in time. By this logic no
Jewish, Christian and Islamic practice
can be protected if it was not
considered integral by Moses, Jesus
Christ and Muhammad, respectively, in
their life time.

The ‘essentiality test’ reached
absurd levels in M. Ismail Faruqui (1995)
where the top court was dealing with the
issue of the state acquiring the land over
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which the Babri Masjid once stood. The
court held that while offering of prayers
is an essential practice, the offering of
such prayers in the mosque is not unless
the place has a particular religious
significance in itself. Everyone knows
congregational prayer is central to Islam
and that mosques are an essential
means to achieve this objective. Yet, the
mosque was not held essential.

The Constitution is Supreme

This writer has consistently held

the view in his articles that judges should
not become the clergy to determine
purely theological issues and that a
progressive nation such as India should
not allow even an essential religious
practice if the same is contrary to
constitutional ethos and values. It is the
Constitution of India and not religions
that should govern us. Only that much
religious freedom can be granted as is
permitted by the Constitution.

(The Hindu – 6-7-2024)

(Cont. from page 38)

It has been described on the authority of Abu Huraira that the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: When a corpse is placed in its grave,
two angels come to it. The name of one is Munkar and of the other Nakir and they
interrogate the dead person concerning the Prophet of God. If he is a believer he
will bear witness to the Unity of God and the mission of Muhammad (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him). The angels will then say: We know thou would
say so: and the grave will then expand seventy times seventy cubits in length and
seventy times seventy in breadth. A light will then be given for the grave and it will
be said: Sleep. But if the corpse be that of an unbeliever, it will be asked: What
sayest thou about the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)? And
he will reply: I know him not. And then the angels will say: We know thou wouldst
say so. Then the ground will be ordered to close in upon him, and it will break his
sides and turn his right side to his left, and he will suffer perpetual punishment till
God raise him therefrom.

Ibn ‘Umar reported that Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) said: When a person dies he is shown his seat morning and evening.
If he is one among the inmates of paradise (he is shown his seat) in paradise
and if he is one amongst the denizens of Hell-Fire (he is shown his seat) in Hell-
Fire. Then it is said to him: That is your seat where you will be sent on the Day
of Resurrection.

(Extracted from Sirat-un-Nabi by S.Sulaiman Nadwi vol-4))
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Allah endowed mankind with highest
rank, status and dignity as compared to other
creatures of the world.As He Himself says,"We
have honored the sons of Adam, provided them
with transport on land and sea; given them for
sustenance things good and pure; and
conferred on them special favours,above a great
part of Our creation" (S.17.A.70)

And He   created all things for the use of
human beings and their benefits. Accordingly,
it should be  their  main duty  to take care of
them and use them in a sophisticated way.

But truly speaking, man is by nature self-
centred. He always acts selfishly and  thinks
of his own interests.To achieve his own end,he
gets ready to kill  his own kith and kin. But he
pays scant attention towards his fellow beings.
Even he does not show mercy on them. More
importantly, to live on this earth friendily and
amicably, mercy is a sine qua non for every
person.

Mercy is Allah's most favorite attribute.
He introduces Himself as the Most Merciful One
in the first chapter (Surah) of the Holy Qur'an.
Even every  chapter ( Surah) of the Holy Qur'an
commences  with Bismilllah except Surah
Tawbah. In the name of Allah, Most
Compassionate, Most Mercyful.Allah Himself
states, "My mercy embraces everything". Even
He sent His last prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
with the same exalted attribute of mercy. As
He says," And We  have sent you (O Prophet)
as the mercy unto the worlds". (S.21.A.107)

Commenting the above verse of the Holy
Qur'an, noted Islamic scholar  S. Abul Hasan
Ali Nadwi says, "Mercy is the most valuable
virtue for man's existence. For all human beings
stand  in need of it. A merciful heart is valued
by everyone. Mercy is the pressing need of

Mercy - The Most Valuable Virtue For Man’s Existence
- Obaidur Rahman Nadwi

everyone, be he a scholar or a lay person, a
conqueror or a vanquished man, an intelligent
or stupid person, and a backward or advanced
community. No one can deny its importance
and usefulness. At times one may not need
power or knowledge.However, mercy is needed
all the time and by everyone". (Guidance from
the Holy Qur'an,p,188)

It should be noted here that once a
person requested the Prophet to invoke curse
upon someone. He flew into rage and said, "I
have not  been sent to curse but I have been
sent as mercy unto the worlds".

A person came to the Masjid - I -Nabvi
and prayed: O Allah,Forgive me and
Muhammad. He ( the Prophet) said, "You have
limited the mercy of Allah".

If we ponder over the life of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) that how he
communicated the Divine Message of Allah and
how he succeeded to project Islam as  a
universal religion within 23 years a short span
of time, we will definitely find three things in
him  through which he managed to retain Islam
as a universal religion of the world. The first
thing Prophet Muhammad ( PBUH) never told
lies. The second point is that whatever he said
he first himself acted on it. The third thing he
was very kindhearted, affectionate and merciful
cutting across caste,creed, colour, religion and
region including animals.

It would be apt to mention here the  third
striking aspect of Prophet's life i.e.mercy and
compassion." One important aspect of the
Prophet's method was compassion towards his
foes, even when they were wholly at his mercy.
The reason for this was that he did not look
upon anyone as an enemy; he saw everybody
as potential recipients of Islamic teachings, and

Page 2, 29 & 30
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was keen to give them every possible chance
to accept the faith. One outstanding example
of  this magnanimity, which the Prophet
displayed throughout his life, can be found in
his treatment of the Quraysh after Mecca had
been conquered. The very people who had been
relentlessly persecuting the Prophet and his
followers for the previous twenty years, were
now at the Prophet's mercy.But, rather than
punish them for past crimes, he forgave them
all. When the Quraysh were brought before him
in chains he simply said to them, "Be on your
way:  you are all free men." He pronounced
suspended death- sentences on some, but
these too were freed when they appealed for
clemency, either personally or through
representatives. In all, seventeen people were
sentenced to death, but of these only five-those
who made no appeal-were actually executed.
In the Battle of Uhud the prophet's uncle,
Hamza, had been slain by Wahshi bin Harb,
after which Hind bint Utba had mutilated
Hamza's corpse. When the Prophet learnt of
this he said, in the heat of the moment, "If God
makes me triumph over them, then I will
mutilate three of them" (Tafseer Ibn Kasthir,
Vol.2,p,352)

Wahshi and Hind were both among the
seventeen whom the Prophet condemned to
death. But when they appealed to him for
clemency, he forgave them both. It was God's
will that His Prophet should be lenient and
forgiving towards his enemies, for this policy
harmonized with God's scheme for the
furtherance of the Islamic cause." (Mohammad
The Prophet of Revolution p,89)

In this context to quote W illiam
Shakespeare's famous poem "The Quality of
Mercy" should not be out of  the place. He
says,

"The quality of mercy is not strained.

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven

Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest:

It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes.

'Tis Mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes

The throned monarch better than his crown.

His scepter shows the force of temporal power,

The attribute to awe and majesty,

Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings;

But mercy is above this rapture sway;

It is enthroned in the heart of kings;

It is an attribute to God himself;

And earthly power doth then show likest God's

When mercy reasons justice."

To sum up, today we lack mercy which
is the most potential virtue and attribute.That
is why the whole world is in the state of turmoil.
Even humanity has touched its lowest ebb. The
sanctity it carries has vanished because of lack
of essence of mercy.

The need of the hour is that we must
develop the virtue of mercy. For it serves as a
panacea to the ailments afflicting society.

We may easily comprehend its
importance and necessity through the following
Saying of the Prophet.

The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)said,
"God shows His mercy on those who show
mercy to others".

"Maulana Hali has beautifully and ably
composed the above tradition of the prophet in
this couplet.

"Karo Meherbani tum Ahle Zameen par

Khuda meharban hoga Arshe- Barin par"

(Be kind to man on earth, God will be
kind to you on the Empyrean)
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The Prophet’s Bahaviour With The Non-Believers
- M. S. Aftab

With a view to saving the lives of
those enemies who deserved death
penalty, the Prophet had ruled that
every Muslim, male or female, could
grant shelter to the enemies and
recommend clemency: all Muslims
were obligated to honour such shelter-
giving. There were cases of misuse
of this ruling, but the Prophet did not
revise or modify the ruling. Such
shelters were given excessively to the
POWs who all were non-believers.

The Prophet exchanged gifts
with the non-believers. He strongly
disfavoured the practice of inequality
on the basis of tribe, clan, gender and
economic status; he showed
admirable empathy to the weaker
sections of the society. He ate meal
prepared by a Jew woman in the
Khyber and permitted his companions
to eat such meals, provided the stuff
is not prohibited under the Shariah
law. The Prophet ruled that relatives,
disbelievers included, must be dealt
with maximum courtesy and
gentleness.

As already stated in the chapter
08, in the Battle of Hunain, one of the
old-age captives rebuked the captors
saying “By God, I am the sister of your
chief.” The Muslims did not believe her
but none the less brought her to the

Prophet. She was an old woman of
seventy plus named Shayma daughter
of Halima and Haris, she introduced
herself to the Prophet and was
recognized by a mark as the foster
sister of the Prophet. The Prophet
gave her full respect, enquired about
her parents; she said both had died.
The Prophet gave her a gift and
offered her the choice of either staying
with him or returning to her tribe. She
opted to return to her clan. So, with all
respect and honour, she was escorted
to her home. She was also a non-
Muslim. Later on she accepted Islam.

Compensation for the
inadvertent killing of non-Muslims: in
modern terminology, it is called
“collateral damage.” The day the
Prophet’s army got victory over
Makka, two non-combatant non-
muslims namely Ibn Aasue Hazli and
Juned Ibn Aku were killed. The Prophet
immediately ordered compensation
and one hundred camels each were
given to the heirs of the two. In following
this sunnah (practice) of the Prophet,
when a farmer from Syria complained
to the Caliph Umar that the Muslim
army marched over his farmland thus
destroying his harvest, Hazrat Umar as
Caliph paid ten thousand dirhams to
this farmer as compensation.
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Nowadays, whole village is destroyed
in aerial bombardments and the army
spokesperson issues a laconic
statement that the matter is under
investigation. And the inquiry goes on
t i l l  another vi l lage is similarly
destroyed; the f irst  episode is
forgotten, inquiry in the second
episode starts. The supreme
commander is too supreme to bother
about such routine episodes.

There were situations where
son/daughter was Muslim and his/
parent (s) was/were non-Muslim and
Prophet ruled that the relationship
must be fully respected; for example
the non-muslim mother Umm Ruman
sought f inancia l help f rom her
daughter Asma. Hazrat Asma was a
very devoted Muslim; hostilities were
at peak; so, Hazrat Asma sought
guidance from the Prophet who ruled,
“You must help your mother.” There are
instances when some unbelievers got
substantial help from the Prophet” but
in return, they cheated, conspired with
enemies, damaged the Muslim
properties which they were granted
concession to enjoy and even joined
the enemy army in combat operations.
Muslims wanted to retaliate, but
Prophet said, “once in control,
forgiveness is better; have mercy on
dwellers of the earth, The One in the
Skies will have mercy on you.”

“The recompense for an evil is

an evil like thereof; but whoever
forgives and makes reconciliation, his
reward is with Allah. Verily, He likes
not the oppressors, polytheists, and
wrongdoers. And verily, whosoever
shows patience and forgives, that
would truly be f rom the things
recommended by Allah.” (The Quran
Surah 42 Ash-Shura: ayats 40 & 43)

The Prophet deputed Mu’adh bin
Jabal and Abu Musa to Yemen to invite
the people to Islam. He instructed both,
“Make things easy and do not make
them difficult; cheer up the people and
do not scare them.” The Prophet’s
description of the quality of the people
of Yemen are noteworthy: “They have
the tenderest hearts and the gentlest
minds. Faith belongs to the Yemen
and wisdom belongs to the Yemen.”

The Prophet treated Christians,
Jews and polytheists equally keeping
in view the Quranic injunction “There
is no compulsion in religion.” (Surat
no.2 Al-Baqara: ayah 256). He would
explain Islam to everyone and then
leave them free to make their own
choice. Again, vide ayah no. 135 of the
surah no.04 An-Nisa, God Almighty
commands:

“Be upholders of justice, bearing
witness for Allah alone, even against
yourselves or your parents and
relatives. Whether they are rich or
poor, Allah is well able to look after
them. Do not follow your own desires
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and deviate from the truth.”

The Prophet remains the best
example of these characteristics for
the rules he enforced on Muslims. His
just and tolerant attitude toward those
of other religions, races, tribes and
languages and his equal treatment of
the rich and the poor are in full
accordance with the Quran. He
admirably complied with Allah’s
commands and never compromised
on the implementation of justice,
regardless of who was/were involved,
for “My Lord has commanded justice.”
(Surah Al-A’raf ayah 29). So much so
that in a dispute between a Jew and a
Muslim, the Jew insisted on the
Prophet as an arbitrator and the
Muslim was insistent on  some other
than the Prophet” because his case
was not based on justice and he knew
that the Prophet would do justice. The
Quran says:

Allah does not forbid you from
those who do not fight you on account
of religion and do not drive you out of
your homes that you deal kindly and
justly with them. Indeed Allah loves
those who act justly. (Surah no. 60 Al-
Mumtahinah : ayat no.08)

Allah loves those who deal with
equity. The just, who are fair in their
decisions, families and those under
their authority, will be on podiums
made of light, to the right of the Throne
of Allah. (Authentic Hadith)

As stated earlier, the conquest
of Makka together with the kindness
and forgiveness with which the arch
persecutors of the Prophet were
treated generated decisive tides in
favour of Islam and people started
entering Islam in waves. The Muslim
army comprised ten thousand
soldiers; not even a year passed and
the same army for the Tabuk
Expedit ion increased to thirty
thousand and in the farewell Hajj the
number of pilgrims was 1,24,000 or
according to some reports 1,44,000
all chanting “Here we are at Your
command, at Your service.”

Thus, the Islamic State bestrode
the entire Arab peninsula with Medina
as its capital. Although we cannot say
that the Prophet’s teachings had fully
been embedded into the hearts of all
those who entered Islam; because
there were many churlish bedouins
who had just entered Islam because
their chiefs had entered Islam;
otherwise they had not been purged
of their deep-rooted instincts of loot,
pillage and killings. The Prophet’s
teachings had not changed them fully.
That is why Allah described in the
Quran about them as under: “The
Bedouins are the worst in disbelief
and hypocrisy and more likely to be in
ignorance of the limits (Al lah’s
commandments and His Laws) which
Allah has revealed to His Messenger.
And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise. And
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of  the Bedouins there are some who
look upon what they (in Allah’s Cause)
as a fine and watch for calamities to
befall you, on them be the calamity of
evil. And Allah is All-Hearer, All
Knower.) (Surah 9, At-Taubah: ayats
97 & 98)

And the Quran describes the
others who were virtuous and whose
hearts had imbibed the Prophet’s
teachings:

And of the Bedouins there are
some who believe in Allah and the Last
Day, and look upon what they spend
in Allah’s Cause as means of
nearness to Allah and a cause of
receiving the Prophet’s invocations.
Indeed these (spending Allah’s
Cause) are a means of nearness for
them. Allah will admit them. Allah will
admit them to His Mercy. Certainty
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
(Surah 9,At-Taubah:ayat 99)

The foremost amongst the
believers were the Emigrants (those
who migrated from Makka to Medina)
and the Ansars (natives of Medina who
helped the emigrants in an admirable
manner) and those who exactly
followed the Prophet in letter & spirits.
Those who believed before the
conquest of Makka went through the
furnace; after the conquest, the people
embraced Islam in crowds, the tide
submerging the entire peninsula.
However, God granted to all the

believers a good promise.

SUMMARY

1. In the year 630, the Quraish of
Makka surrendered peacefully to
the Prophet’s army. Abu Sufyan,
the Makkan leader, converted to
Islam. The resistance, specially
led by Malik, was smashed;
general amnesty was
proclaimed to even the worst
enemies of the Prophet.

2. People started to convert to
Islam in crowds. Delegations
from almost all tribes, fiefdoms
came to meet the Prophet. The
Prophet received them with
honour, dignity and friendliness,
explained Islam and then left
them free to make their own
choices.

3. In keeping with the Quranic
command that except those who
committed persecution and
aggression against the believers
and drove them out of Makka,
deal with others with kindliness
and affability, the Prophet kept
admirably affable terms with the
non-believers also, including his
arch enemies who were
rendered powerless after the
victory over Makka. On the day
Makka surrendered and the
chieftains were gripped by fear,

(Cont. on page 24)
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In the days of ignorance women
were not more than animals. Not only in
the Arab but also in all the contemporary
world women were regarded as household
commodities. That is why  when any
female  child was born, the head was
bowed down at shame. And so many  cruel
and  uncivilized people killed their
daughters with their own hands. The Holy
Qur'an depicts this dreadful scene in
chapter 16 verse 58-59.

"When news is brought to one of
them, of the birth of a female (child), his
face darkens, and he is filled with inward
grief! With shame does he hide himself
from his people, because of the bad news
he has had! Shall he retain it on sufferance
and contempt, or bury it in the dust? Ah!
What an evil choice they decide on."

But when Islam came it granted men
and women same status and rank.
Women are entitled to equal rewards. This
truth is stated more forcefully in the
following verse of the Holy Qur'an. "The
believers, men and women, are
supporters of one another. They enjoin
good and forbid evil. They perform prayers,
give Zakah and obey Allah and His
Messenger. Allah will have His mercy on
them. Surely Allah is Almighty, All- Wise".
(al- Tawbah 9:71)

"Whoever does good, whether male
or female, while he or she is a believer,

The Teachings of The Qur’an
- S. Bilal Abdul Hai Hasani Nadwi*

We will give him a good life and We shall
certainly pay them a reward in proportion
to the best of what they did." (al- Nahl
16:97)

In Surah Luqman Hazrat Luqman
advised his sons and taught them how to
lead a peaceful and excellent life  in this
universe. The Holy Qur'an preserved the
sane  advice of Hazrat Luqman for the
coming generation. Particularly three
verses out of them  embody a wealth of
meaning in which  the reformation of the
society and some other  basic principles
regarding life were beautifully  mentioned.

The Holy Qur'an says,

"O my son! establish regular prayer,
enjoin what is just, and forbid what is
wrong: and bear with patient constancy
whate'er betide thee; for this is firmness
of purpose in the conduct of affairs. And
swell not thy cheek for pride at men. Nor
walk in insolence through the earth: for
Allah loveth not any arrogant boaster. And
be moderate in thy pace, and lower thy
voice; for the harshest of sounds without
doubt is the braying of the ass." (
S.31.A.17-19)

Similarly in Surah Furqan in which
the statements of pious and devout slaves
of Allah described that is  indeed the
precious gift for every believer. Whosoever
absorbs  these  excellent qualities,
deserves special divine blessing and attain
particular  gnosis of Allah.* Rector Nadwatul Ulama, Lucknow.
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As the Holy Qur'an says,

"And the servants of Allah most
gracious are those who walk on the earth
in humility,and then the ignorant address
them, they say, "peace";.

Those who spend the night in
adoration of their Lord prostrate and
standing;

Those who say, "Our Lord! avert
from us the wrath of Hell, for its wrath is
indeed an affliction grievous,-

Evil indeed is it as an abode,and as
a place you rest in.

Those who,when they spend, are
not extravagant and not niggardly, but hold
a just balance between those extremes;

Those who invoke not, with Allah,
and other god, nor slay such life as Allah
has made sacred,except for just cause,
nor commit fornication;- and any that does
this not only meets punishment.

But the chastisement on the Day of
Judgment will be doubled to him,and he
will dwell therein in ignominy,-Unless he
repents, believes, and works righteous
deeds, for Allah will change the evil of such
persons into good, and Allah is oft-
forgiving, Most Merciful,

And whoever repents and does good
has truly turned to Allah in repents:

Those who witness no falsehood
and, if they pass by futility, they pass by it
with honourable (avoidance);

Those who, when they are

admonished with the Signs of their Lord,
droop not down at them as if they were
deaf or blind;

And those who pray, "Our Lord!"
grant unto us wives and offspring who will
be the comfort of our eyes, and give us
the grace to lead the righteous.

Those are the ones who will be
rewarded with the highest place in heaven,
because of their patient constancy: therein
shall they be met with salutations and
peace.

Dwelling therein; how beautiful an
abode and place of rest!

Say to the rejecters:" My Lord would
not concern Himself with you but your call
on Him: but ye have indeed rejected
Him,and soon will come the inevitable
punishment". (S.25.A.63-77)

Surah Hujrat is the best one out of
the Chapters (Surahs) of the Holy Qur'an
which hold tremendous significance for
dealing with the reformation of the society.

 There is  a description of  social
evils  and as well as  its remedy in it. Allah
who is the Creator of human beings and
also the Creator of their
psychologies,temperaments and
mentalities has described basic
shortcomings and drawbacks of the
mankind in the above mentioned Surah  in
details.

(English Rendering

by Obaidur Rahman Nadwi)

(Concluded)
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Faith in the Hereafter
-

The fifth article of Islamic faith is
the belief in life after death. Prophet
Muhammad (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) has directed us to
believe in resurrection after death and
in the Day of Judgement. The essential
constituents of this belief are as
follows:

That the life of this world and all
that is in it will come to an end on one
appointed day. Everything will be
annihi lated. That day is called
Qiyamah i.e. The Last Day;

That all human beings who had
lived in this world since its creation will
be restored to l i fe and wi l l  be
presented before God who will sit in
the court on that day. This is called
Hashr (Resurrection).

That the entire record of every
man and woman—a complete
information of all their doings and
misdoings—will be presented before
God for final judgement.

That God shall finally adjudge the
reward of every person. He shall weigh
everyone’s good and bad deeds. One
who excels in goodness wi l l  be
rewarded a goodly reward, one whose
evils and wrong-doings outweigh his
good deeds will be punished.

That the reward and punishment
will be administrated judicially. Those
who emerge successful in this

judgement, will go to Paradise and
doors of eternal happiness and bliss
will be opened upon them and those
who are condemned and deserve
punishment, will be sent to Hell, the
abode of Fire and torture.

In the world in which we live, our
material body is prominent and our
spirit is hidden, the pain or pleasure
which we feel is due to this body of
ours. In the second world called
Barzakh, the spirit or soul is prominent
and it is the spirit or soul which feels
the pain or pleasure and the body is
affected merely a as result thereof. In
the third world from where the eternal,
enduring and permanent life would
start, both body and soul would be
prominent, but the nature of tortures
and punishments and pleasures and
joys would differ.

Islam asserts that the present life
is but a minute part of the totality of
the existence. The Qur’an informs man
of the reality of another life of a very
different kind from the life of this world,
of infinite duration. For God, the All-
Wise, All-Powerful Creator, is able to
do anything He pleases, and He is
easily able to transform His creations
from one state of being to another.
Can we for a moment imagine that it
can be more difficult for Almighty God
to raise up when we are dead than it
was to create in the first place? The
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Qur’an speaks again and again of
familiar and obvious examples of such
transformations: the coming to life
again of the earth after it lies barren
and dead in the grip of winter or
draught, the development of a sperm
and an ovum into embryo in the
environment of the mother’s womb,
and its further development from that
state into a thinking, feeling, acting,
living human being after having gone
through various stages.

Barzakh

The word Barzakh has been
used thrice in the Holy Qur’an and
every time it denotes the bar or barrier
between two things. In the Surah Ar-
Rahman, a mention of two seas has
been made; the water of one is sweet
and that of the other is saltish and
bitter and there is a barrier between
the two.

There is a barrier between them.
They encroach not (one upon the
other) (55.20)

The scene of these rivers has
also been mentioned in the Surah Al-
Furqan in the following words:

And He it is Who hath given
independence to the two seas; one
palatable, sweat, and the other saltish
and hath set a bar and a forbidding
ban between them. (25:53) Due to this
reason, the interval after the death
until the day the people will be raised
is called Barzakh. It has been stated
in the Surah Al-Mu’minun:

And behind them is a barrier until
the day when they are raised. (23:100)

According to the Arabs and
some commentators Barzakh is the
intervening state namely the grave in
which whoever dies will remain until
the Resurrection; the grave may be in
the earth or in the depth of river or sea
or in the belly of a beast of prey or bird
or anywhere else.

The Stages of Death

The Holy Qur’an has compared
the life of Barzakh to sleep:

He it is Who gathereth you at
night and knoweth that which ye
commit by day. Then he raiseth you
again to life therein, that the term
appointed (for you) may be
accomplished. And afterward unto
Him is your return. Then He will
proclaim unto you what ye used to do.
(6:60)

W hen the people would be
raised from their graves on the Day of
Resurrection, the wrong-doers would
say:

Our Lord! Oh, bring us forth from
hence! If we return (to evil) then indeed
we shall be wrong-doers. (23:107)

During the battle of Uhud those
who were destined to die could not
avoid death. Even if they had been
within the four walls of their houses,
death would seize them there.

(Cont. on page 28)
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Around the World
Ismail Haniyeh of Hamas Killed in Iran

Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh was
killed in a predawn air strike in the Iranian

capital, Tehran, Iran and the militant group

said, blaming Israel for a shock assassination
that risks escalating the conflict even as the

U.S. and other nations were scrambling to

prevent an all-out regional war. Iran’s
supreme leader vowed revenge against Israel.

There was no immediate comment
from Israel, which has pledged to kill Haniyeh

and other Hamas leaders over the October 7

attack on southern Israel. The strike came
just af ter Haniyeh had attended the

inauguration of Iran’s new President in

Tehran. “We consider his revenge as our
duty,” Iranian supreme leader Ayatollah Ali

Khamenei said in a statement on his official

website. He said Israel had “prepared a harsh
punishment for itself” by killing “a dear guest

in our home.”

Haniyeh’s killing could also prompt

Hamas to pull out of ceasefire negotiations

and hostage release deal in the war in Gaza,
which U.S. mediators had said were making

progress.

In US Congress Netanyahu Vows Total
Victory, Calls Protesters Idiots

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu pledged in a scathing speech to

Congress to achieve “total victory” against

Hamas and denounced American opponents
of the war in Gaza as “idiots,” taking a

combative stance in a v isit the Biden

administration has hoped will yield progress
in negotiations to end the fighting.

Netanyahu used the high-prof ile
address to a joint meeting of Congress to

emphasize longstanding and close ties

between the United States and Israel. But
the speech put in sharp relief the divisions in

American society stirred by the war, with

dozens of Democratic lawmakers boycotting
the address and thousands of protesters

outside the capital condemning the war and

the humanitarian crisis created by it.

2 Lakh Children And Vulnerable Adults

Abused in NZ, Report Finds

Auckland: More than 200,000 people

are estimated to have been abused by state
and religious organizations in New Zealand

that had been entrusted with their care,

according to the final report from a landmark
independent inquiry released.

The abuse included sexual assault,

electric shocks, chemical restraints, medical
experimentation, sterilization, starvation and

beatings, said the report from the Royal

Commission of Inquiry Into Abuse in Care.
Many of the victims were children who   were

placed in state, religious or foster care.

The results of the investigation were

presented to New Zealand’s Parliament. “I

cannot take away your pain, but I can tell
you this: Today you are heard and you are

believed,” Prime Minister Christopher Luxon

told survivors. “The state was supposed to
protect you, but instead it subjected you to

unimaginable physical, emotional, mental

and sexual abuse.” 
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