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India’s Message to the World

S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

Today India is in search of its Destiny: a message
which it can diffuse to the world. But what should
after all be the gospel of India—Socialism,
Communism or its own civilization of yore?
Socialism has already had the opportunity to bloom
outside the country. India can at best be a follower
in this field but never a leader. As for the ancient
culture of India, there is hardly any charm for the
world in the relics of the past. Howsoever we
may be proud of our ancient customs and
traditions, culture and philosophy we cannot
convince the world to adopt these simply because
of the profundity of our philosophical thought or
the past achievements of our deep-rooted culture.
We cannot, in the same wise, hope that any nation
could give up its own culture and traditions and
change-over to our own. Similarly, Indian
nationalism cannot be expected to have an
attraction for any other people in the world, for
the nationalism of every country has an equal claim
on the patriotism of its own citizens. None of these
has any attractiveness at all. But we can certainly
catch the attention of the world if we have a
message which can deliver the modern man from
the servitude of his fellow beings, liberate his soul
from the subjugation of evil desires and demoniacal
spells, trappings of power and pelf, raise human
beings in the scale of dignity, enjoin the service of
humanity as a sacred duty of every man and
enforce the equality of human beings as the
creation of the one Omnipotent Master and Lord.
This is indeed the underlying meaning and content
of the worship offered to God.

“Surely pure religion is for Allah only.” (xxxix : 3)
A message so sublime cannot suffer injustice nor
can it give preference to a country, individual,
language or culture over another land, man, dialect
or social tradition. This is a message befitting India
and it can assure an honourable place to it in the

J

comity of nations. B
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Wisdom of Qur’an

“They are the ones who will be
rewarded for their patience:
lofty palaces will be granted to them,
and they will be received with greeting
and salutation. Therein they shall abide
for ever: how good an abode, and how
good a resting place!”

(Al-Qur'édn— 25:75-76)
These ayaahs deal with the rewards of
patience. The word cabr (patience,
fortitude) in the Arabic text is used in its
most comprehensive sense. Variously, it
means to endure persecution at the hands
of the enemies of Truth with courage and
to bear whatever hardships come one’s
way while striving for the establishment of
the true Faith of God.

It also means to remain steadfast against
all fears and to refuse to succumb to
enticements; to resolutely fulfil one’s
obligations in spite of Satan’s temptations
and one’s own carnal self; to shun
the unlawful and to remain within
the bounds of the lawful set by God; to
spurn all pleasures and benefits that might
accrue from acts of sins, and to cheerfully
put up with difficulties and losses in order
to follow the Path of righteousness and
virtue and to accept every trial and adversity
that one might encounter.

In sum, this one word embraces a whole
universe of meanings regarding true Faith,
a truly religious approach to life, and
good moral conduct inspired by religious
Faith.

Ghufrah means a lofty building. It is
generally translated as the ‘upper chamber’
which brings to mind a two-storey building.
The loftiest buildings constructed here are
mere caricatures of the palaces of
Paradise. B

Pearls From the
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)

Tamim al-Dari relates that Allah’s
Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah be to him) observed: “Al-Din is
the name of sincerity and well-
wishing.” Upon this we said: “For
whom?” He replied: “For Allah,
His Book, His Messenger and for the
leader and the general Muslims.”
(Sahih Muslim)
Nasiha means sincerity and well-
wishing. Nasiha for Allah implies that man’s
heart is cleansed from all impurities with
regard to belief in Allah, i.e. one should
believe in Him as the Creator and Master
with all His Attributes and with an earnest
desire to obey all His commands.
Nasiha for Allah’s Book means that it
should be sincerely believed as a revelation
from the Lord and be read and understood
with utmost zeal and enthusiasm.
Nasiha for the Messenger signifies that his
Apostlehood must be affirmed with perfect
sincerity of heart, and whatever he has
vouchsafed to humanity should
be respected as the Will of God, and he
should be respectfully followed in all his
precepts and examples.
Nasiha for leaders implies that they should
be respected, obeyed and given supportin
all those affairs which they conduct
according to the Shari’ah. And if they
deviate from the path of righteousness,
they should be advised and admonished,
and sincere efforts be made to bring them
back to the right path.
Nasiha for general Muslims is that they
should be advised in all
matters concerning the good of this world
as well as the hereafter.
Nasiha thus covers the whole gamut
of religion as its scope is as wide as that
of Islam. ®
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Editor’s Note 25

Existence of God

Often nonbelievers ask the question about the existence of God.
They say that how we can convince ourselves without observing the
physical presence of someone. Some worship man-made deities like
statues made of stone of some imaginary figures, some bow before
trees, rivers and even human beings. Prophet Mohammad'’s
declaration of the unity of God and His existence people who
worshiped idols asked the messenger of God about the characteristics

of his creator. In reply to this question God revealed:

“Say (O Muhammad): He is Allah, (the) One, Allah, the Self-
Sufficient Master (Whom all creatures need, He neither eats nor drinks).
He begets not nor is He begotten. And there is none co-equal or

comparable unto Him.”
He also says:

Indeed your Lord is Allah Who created the heavens and the
earth in Six Days and then He Istawa (rose over) the Throne (really in
a manner that suits His Majesty). He brings night as a cover over the
day, seeking it rapidly, and (He created) the sun, the moon, the stars

subjected to His Command. Blessed be Allah, the Lord of all the

[S]
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worlds!”
He also says:

“Allah is He, Who raised the heaven without pillars that you can
see. Then He Istawa (rose above) the Throne (really in a manner that
suits His Majesty). He has subjected the sun and the moon (to continue
going round)! Each running (its course) for a term appointed. He
regulates all affairs, explaining the Aayaat (proofs, evidence, verses,
lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) in detail, that you may believe with
certainty in the meeting with your Lord. And it is He who spread out
the earth, and placed therein firm mountains and rivers and of every
kind of fruits. He made in pairs. He brings the night as a cover over
the day ...” until He says: “Allah knows what every female bears and
how much the womb falls short (of their time or number) or exceed.
Everything with Him is in due proportion. All-Knower of the unseen
and the seen, the Most Great, the Most-High.” &

S.A.

We solicit articles for publication in The Fragrance of East. Suitable
remuneration will be paid to writers. We prefer receipt of articles on:
e-mail: shariqalavi4d@gmail.com
along with a hard copy, duly signed, by post.
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The Fallacy of Materialism

It has been, indeed, one of the
greatest misfortunes of the world as well
as of the humanity that the modern
western cultural impulses and ideas
took shape at a time when the revolt
against religion, in general, and against
the realities beyond the ken of human
perception, in particular, had already
captured the minds and hearts of the
Christian nations. The Western
civilization was born and brought up
amongst the nations which had
entrenched themselves against a
priestly order exploiting religion for the
sake of its base desires and selfish
ends. Uncompromising opposition to
the worldly knowledge by the Christian
Church which had set its face against
the improvement of the conditions of the
earthly life, coupled with the immorality,
fanaticism and ignorance of the Church
fathers forced the people in the West to
take a thoroughly anti-religious stand.
This, in its turn, gave a materialistic bias
to the endeavours concerning
intellectual and cultural development,
industrial porgress and social growth of
these nations. As this lop-sided
development increased, it decreased,
in balance, the spiritual relationship
between man and his Creator. All these
consequences were, it would be seen,
the product of inborn tendencies,
temperaments, peculiar circumstances
and the social and religious order of the

- S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

European peoples. This new civilization
was thus born and brought up in an
atmosphere surcharged with atheistic
and amoral tendencies.Phenomenal
progress in the fields of physical
sciences,industry and technology, on the
other hand, enabled man to conquer the
space and set his foot on the moon.

The ever-increasing material
progress, control’ over the forces of
nature and the dynamic expansion of
human potentialities promising ultimate
mastership over the universe has, in
consequence, given rise to an anti-God
materialism, which has become the
champion of anti-religious thought and
action. It has become the distinctive
mark and the dominant characteristic of
the modern materialistic civilization. We
do not know of any other civilization so
ruthlessly materialistic and at the same
time so thoroughly God-opposing,
hostile to everything divine in origin or
religious in principle and method,
craving for material power and
pleasure, and claiming an
unquestioning submission to its own
impulsions and ideas.

Culmination of the Matrialistic
Civilization

We have just stated that the
Western civilization has amassed
immense material power and
resources but it is also God-opposing,
traditionally as well as in its make-up.

[7]
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Those who hold its reins are mainly
motivated by the considerations of their
own power and industrial progress, and
are thus totally oblivious of everything
except their own selfish ends. The
intellectual centres of this civilization—
America, Europe and Russia-are
overtly, but sometimes insidiously, at
war with spirituality, unseen realities,
religious ethics and Divine overlordship.
The logical climax of this civilization with
its attendant materialism and industrial
progress does not appear to be far
away when its greatest champion and
defender, named as Dajjal in the
prophetic language, shall make his
debut. He would necessarily be a God-
opposing tyrant commanding all the
resources of material and industrial
progress, championing the cause of
atheistic materialism, and seeking
divine worship for the means of material
prosperity as well as for those who
possess these means. This would be
the culminating point of this godless
civilization which is being brewed in the
crucible of Europe for the past few
centuries.

Atheism,
Destruction

In the foregoing paragraph the
essential features of the present day
materialistic-cum-industrial civilization,
which is soon likely to reach its climax,
have been sketched. Whenever that
happens, its philosopher and guide shall
be no one else except Dajjal. But,
merely the leadership of a materialistic
civilization by someone does not offer

Dissension and

sufficient ground to identify him with
Dajjal, the anti-God adversary of the last
time who has been so bitterly
condemned by the Prophet of Islam,
and from whose appalling evils and
calamities the believers have been
asked to seek the refuge of God. These
directives by the Prophet, to be sure,
point out the acuteness of the impending
danger.

Solomon once reigned supreme
and so did Zul-Qurnain. The Qur’an
speaks of the immense material and
political power owned by them as well
as the amazing speed and resources
commanded by them. We have,
therefore, to discern clearly the dividing
line between them and Dajjal, for this
would form the barrier between a
tyrannical despot and a virtuous ruler
described thus by the Qur’an: “How
excellent a slave! Lo ! he was ever
turning in repentance (toward Allah).”

Now, this dominant characteristic
of the virtuous rulers, indicated in the
Quranic verse constitutes the line of
demarcation between such a suzerain
and a tyrant autocrat. Solomon and Zul-
Qarnain as well as most of the righteous
and right-guided rulers presiding over
the Islamic state during the first few
centuries of its inception manifested
this essential trait which always fostered
inspiration in them to direct their
administrative skill, political sagacity,
brilliant capabilities, sense of justice and
love of humanity towards propagating
the true faith. God has described their
qualities thus:

[8]
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“Those, who, if We give them
power in the land, establish worship and
pay the poor-due and enjoin kindness
and forbid iniquity. And Allah is the
sequel of events.” (Al-Hajj : 41)

At another place, says God:

“As for the Abode of the Hereafter
We assign it unto those who seek not
oppression in the earth, nor yet corrup-
tion. The sequel is for those who ward
off (evil).” (Al-Qasas : 83)

On the contrary, the most visible
characteristic of Dajjal, his identifying
mark indicated by the Prophet of Islam
is atheism in its widest connotation. He
said:“

KUFR (atheism) would be
inscribed between his eyes. Every
believer whether lettered or unlettered
would be able to read that. “

The Traditions of the Prophet
clearly specify that Dajjal would be an
enthuastic and crafty preacher of
atheism and that his efforts would be
directed to burden the believers with
disbelief and scepticism. In another
Tradition it has been stated that.

“By God, a man would come to
him taking him to be a believer, and
would become his follower. Then he
would fall into scepticism prompted by
the latter.”

The fascinating but hideous
enchantment of Dajjal would then
spread out and envelop every family,
hearth and home; neither women nor
children would be immune from his

hypnotizing spell; nobody would be able
to exercise the needful restraint over his
dependents, wife end children;
everyone would be a law unto himself
and would also be proud of it. A Tradition
of the Prophet relates:

“Daijjal would sojourn in the barren
lands of Marraganat where women
would flock together to him, till the people
would put their mothers, daughters,
sisters and aunts into fetters lest they
should also go over to him.

The society would become so
ethically barren and dissolute that:

“Only sinners and black sheep
would at last remain who would be
weightless like birds and empty headed
like beasts; and they would be unable
to distinguish between virtue and
wickedness.”

This picturesque description of the
modern materialistic and atheistic
civilization depicts, in the prophetic
phraseology, the climax of this
sophisticated and luxurious yet
disintegrating culture. It also brings into
relief the distinguishing features and the
conspicuous traits of the present-day
society. This is, in truth and reality, one
of those unfathomable miracles of the
Prophet’s teachings which shall ever
continue to be a source of enlightenment
and guidance to humanity. Who can
deny the fact that the modern
materialistic culture lacks depth and
weight? It has not only unburdened itself
of the weight of gravest cares and
responsibilities, but also learnt to fly in
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the sky like birds. Man has conquered
both, the speed as well as the space,
but failed to live like human beings; he
can destroy blooming gardens and
plentiful crops, massacre the entire
nations with insufferable cruelty and blot
into extinction the whole countries
without the least hesitation. History is
unable to cite any other civilization
combining similar cruelty, barbarity and
inhumanity along with the abundance of
goods and comforts. The Prophet of
Islam alluded to the overflowing luxuries
of the modern age in these words:

“They would then have their
provisions showering on them and shall
have plentiful means of comfort.”

Fanciful Self-Satisfaction

We have explained how the
concept of nature and society
emanating from “this-worldly” attitude
denies all other realities except the
material world and the brief span of
worldly life. It devotes its attention
exclusively towards making this life
more comfortable, prosperous,
enchanting and delightful with complete
disregard to social evils, moral morass
and undescribable cruelty generated in
its process. Divine revelation, therefore,
comes up to show the cloven hoof of the
standard-bearers of materialism in the
concluding verses of the Surat-ul-Khaf.
The deeds and the personal bearings
of these agents of death and destruction
have been vividly delineated by the
Quran to spotlight their artful duplicity.

“And when it is said unto them:

Make not mischief in the earth,
they say:
We are peace-makers only.”
(Al-Baqgarah : 11)
This is a pointed allusion to the
Jews who have completely forgotten the
resurrection and hereafter despite long-
drawn chastisement they have had to
undergo for their duplicity and
treacherous behaviour. No doubt they
have played a leading role in the
development of physical sciences,
industry and technology, but their
contribution towards fomenting revolt
and strife, instability and anarchy has
also been without a parallel. On the
whole, their endeavours, talents and
intellectual acumen have been directed
more towards negative ends, plunging
the world into a moral and social
confusion with the sole objective of
asserting the superiority of their own
“chosen race” over all other nations of
the world.

“Say: Shall We inform you who will
be the greatest losers by their works?

“Those whose effort goeth astray
in the Life of the world, and yet they
reckon that they do good work.

“Those are they who disbelieve in
the revelations of their Lord and in the
meeting with Him. Therefore their works
are vain, and on the Day of Resurrection
We assign no weight to them.”

(Al-Kahf : 104-6)
Limitation of Human Knowledge
The Qur’an protests against the

[10 ]
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materialistic view of epistemology which
regards human intellect as infallible and
capable of encompassing all sectors or
phases of reality. This concept of
knowledge asserts its capacity to
discern the secrets of nature as well as
mysteries of the vast heavenly bodies
and planetary system, lands and
oceans, beings and creatures and the
designs and workings of supernatural
forces. It tries to plumb directly the
secrets of the creation of life and unlock
the mysteries of past and future. The
votaries of this view of human
knowledge are arrogantly proud of it
although the sum total of their
knowledge is no more than a speck of
dust. The tragedy, however, is that this
very undue arrogance, over-confidence
and excessive reliance on human
knowledge coupled with the
contemptuous defiance and outright
denial of unseen realities has been the
root-cause of man’s vanity and
selfconceit, narrow-mindedness and
fanaticism. It is, indeed, this concept of
human knowledge which is responsible
for belief in the primacy of matter, its
indestructibility and creativeness.

It is, again, this view of human
knowledge, having its roots in the
aberration of human nature, which has
always induced man to claim the
mastership over his fellow beings and
to oppress those who do not agree to
this concept. All of its salient features
have been brought out by the parables
told in the Surat-ul-Kahf, as, for

instance, its spiteful enmity with those
who are blessed with a true faith and
the gnosis of God, like the Companions
of the Cave; its love of earthly
possessions and disrespect for the
poor and lowly as exhibited by the owner
of two gardens; its denial of every thing
not adequately comprehended by the
limited human intellect as illustrated by
the story of Khidhr and Moses. It is not
unoften that the erring knowledge of man
produces an entirely false impression.
ZulQarnain thought that the sun was
setting in the spring of murky water.

“Till when he reached the setting-
place of the sun, he found it setting in a
muddy spring.” (Al-Kahf : 87)

Another example of a similar
delusion is furnished in the story of
Solomon and the Queen of Sheba. The
latter mistook the smooth polished floor
of Solomon’s palace and tucked up her
trousers to pass through it.

“lt was said unto her: Enter the hall.
And when she saw it she deemed it a
pool and bared her legs. (Solomon)
said: Lo ! it is a hall, made smooth, of
glass. “' (An-Namal : 44)

The Surat-Kahf ends with the
same note with which it begins. It has
been emphasised in the concluding
verses that the Divine knowledge is
immensely wider and deeper in
comparison to that of man, the Universe
is much wider and greater than man can
ever think of and the words of the Lord-
the words denoting His excellence, His
attributes and His perfection-can never

[11]
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be fully set out in human language,
however developed it might be. Signs
and commandments of God are infinite
and these cannot be expressed even if
all the trees were made into pens and
oceans turned into ink.”

Say: Though the sea became ink
for the Words of My Lord, verily the sea
would be used up before the Words of
my Lord were exhausted, even though
We brought the like thereof to help.”

(Al-Kahf : 110)
Again, the Surat-ul-Lugman says:

“‘And if all the trees in the earth
were pens, and the sea, with seven more
seas to help it, (,were ink), the Words of
Allah could not be exhausted.

“Lo ! Allah is Mighty,Wise.”

(Lugman : 27)
Prophethood Its Nature and
Necessity

A question arises here. If the
tremendous space and innumerable
creations contained therein are beyond
human imagination, if all the trees and
seven seas are inadequate to expound
the wisdom and glory of God and if the
infinite signs and commandments of the
Lord are beyond the ken of human
understanding, then how can man attain
the knowledge of His excellence and His
attributes, how can the mystery of life be
solved and how is man to seek the path
of Divine guidance and righteousness?
The prophets too are no more than mere
mortals. We know that the knowledge
of man is extremely limited and liable to

commit mistakes. Then, how are we to
place reliance on the teachings and
wisdom of a prophet? The Surah
reveals the answer to all these questions
on behalf of the last Prophet of God.*

Say: | am only a mortal like you.
My Lord inspireth in me that your God
is only One God.” (Al-Kahf : 111)

This verse tells us that the only
reliable source of God’s gnosis, the
means to fathom the mystery of
mysteries, as also the mark of honour
and excellence of the prophets is the
revelation vouchsafed to them. Man can
never aspire to attain enduring success
without placing reliance in the prophetic
inspiration. This was the quintessence
and central truth of prophethood
expounded by the Prophet of Islam
when he said: “I am only a mortal like
you. My Lord inspireth in me that your
God is only one God.”

The Last Word :

The Surah concludes by drawing
our attention again towards the
Hereafter and its paramount importance
for our worldly life. It calls upon us to
always keep this fundamental truth in
view and draw inspiration from it in all
our actions and demeanour. The Surah
thus concludes with the message it
expounded in the opening verses.

“‘And whoever hopeth for the
meeting with his Lord, let him do righ-
teous work, and make none sharer of
the worship due unto his Lord,”

(Al-Kahf : 111) m

[12]
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The Old Order Changeth, Yielding Place To New?

No doubt you've heard this aphorism
before but that’s because it's undeniably
true. The marvel of democracy is that the
collective wisdom of the voters can
resolve seemingly intractable situations.
It happened in 1977. It's happened again
on 4th June. And although many were
hoping for the outcome few actually
thought it would materialize.

No doubt Narendra Modi has been
restored to office but in circumstances that
are dramatically different to what he
envisaged. The BJP has ended up with
its worst election result in a decade. It’s
over 32 short of a majority. To form a
government it needs support from allies
whose loyalty will always be questionable.
They’'ve deserted the BJP on earlier
occasions and you cannot rule out their
doing so again.

This raises several questions about
Narendra Modi’s third spell as Prime
Minister. As yet we don’t have the answers.
Very possibly, even Modi doesn’t know
them. But the questions delineate the
challenge he faces. Their answers will
reveal a lot about him. They also spell out
the risks or, at least, the issues awaiting
India.

Modi began by predicting the BJP
would win 370 seats. After the fifth round
of polling he told the Economic Times the
Party had already crossed 272. It ended
up with just 240, way short of a majority.
So, today, is he an embarrassed man or

- Karan Thapar

thick-skinned enough to brush it off? What
about his personal performance in
Varanasi? In 2019 he had a 4.8 lakh
majority. It's been slashed to just 1.5 lakh.
How will a man who last month claimed
“Ganga meri maa hai, mujhe Ganga ne
god liya hai” (Ganga is my mother, Ganga
has adopted me) handle this very personal
reversal?

However, the key question is can
Modi, temperamentally and
psychologically, adjust to the very different
circumstances he now faces as Prime
Minister? Or is he ill-equipped to handle a
coalition government, where he needs to
reach out to his allies, often give-in to them
and always keep them content and
satisfied?

Remember, for 13 years as chief
minister of Gujarat and 10 more as Prime
Minister of India he did not need to do this.
Instead, his wish was everyone’s
command. He ran a centralized
government where ministers did what the
Prime Minister’s office required. None
dared to demur.

What about his attitude to
autonomous institutions like parliament,
the judiciary and the media? The old Mr.
Modi often ignored parliament, held up
judicial appointments and was dismissive
of the media. But now the weaker Mr. Modli
will need to adopt a more consensual
approach. Or he could annoy his allies and
endanger his alliance. Is he willing to do

[13]
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that?

And then there’s his attitude to
criticism and dissent. It's no secret the old
Mr. Modi disliked both. The new Mr. Modi
must learn not just to tolerate and accept
but to live with both. How easy will that be?

The questions, of course, go further.
Some have to do with his recent
pronouncements. He may hope they’re
forgotten but | doubt they will be. Not in the
political climate that prevails.

For a start there are things he said
during the campaign that could haunt him
unless he learns to smile and deflect. But
is that what he’ll do when claims of his
non-biological birth are thrown at him as
taunts? And mark my words, they will be.
When that happens will he bristle?

More importantly, can he resist the
temptation to demonize Muslims? His
allies are unlikely to accept further
occasions when Muslims are called
infiltrators or accused of benefitting from
reservations snatched from OBCs, SCs
and STs. But if such language comes to
him instinctively can he resist it?
Remember, it's been part of his rhetoric
since 2001.

The truth is everything I've raised can
be reduced to one simple question: can
old Mr. Modi become new Mr. Modi? His
government depends on it. Our
governance depends on it. So, too, does
his political future. But what's the answer?
[ |

(Hindustan Times -9-6-2024)

10- Dhikr : Wasted when it does not

Ten Things We Waste

Knowledge : Wasted when not
taking action with it.

Actions : Wasted when we do
anything without sincerity.

Wealth : Wasted, when used on
things that will not bring us
reward. We waste our money,
our status, our authority, on
things that have no benefit in
this life or in the Hereafter.

Hearts : Wasted when empty
from the love of Allah and devoid
of peace and contentment.

Bodies : Wasted when we do
not use them in worship and
service of Allah and in serving
humankind.

Love : Wasted when our
emotional love is misdirected,
not towards Allah, but towards
something/someone else.

Time : Wasted when not used
properly, by not doing what is
righteous.

Intellect : Wasted on things that
are detrimental to society and
the individual, not in
contemplation or reflection.

Service : Wasted when in
service of someone who will not
bring us closer to Allah.

affect our hearts. B
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Forsaken, Marginalised And Forgotten

Majoritarian nationalism is
reshaping Indian politics. Declining
minority participation, particularly
Muslim representation, in the corridors
of power is an inevitable consequence.
The general election that has just
concluded, is a veritable testimony to
India’s, at times enthusiastic, at others
grudging, acceptance of hues of Hindu
nationalism. Even as the wounds of a
complete abnegation of Muslim
representation in the outgoing
government had not healed, a fresh stab
was made at the idea of India. Muslim
exclusion from electoral politics is
beginning to sound real, central, and
almost all pervasive. As we await the
results to the 18th Lok Sabha, there is
a cause for concern over the
diminishing space for a section of
society in the electoral fray. In the 2019
election, 115 Muslims had contested as
the representatives of various political
parties. This time, the number was 78,
with many parties too timid to give a
ticket to a Muslim candidate from
anywhere except in the so-called
Muslim dominated seats. It could be a
reflection of our politics where a Muslim
candidate is not preferred by some
merely because of his or her faith.

Ground Reality

The ruling Bharatiya Janata Party,
despite the noises made last year by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi about

-Ziya Us Salam

Pasmanda Muslims, entered a sole
Muslim, Abdul Salam, from
Malappuram in Kerala. Otherwise, from
Punjab to Tamil Nadu, Gujarat to
Nagaland, the party deemed Muslims
surplus to its electoral arithmetic. The
Indian National Congress did not cover
itself with glory either- the member of
Muslim candidates fighting on the party
symbol came down from 34 in 2019 to
29 this time. What was disconcerting
was the party’s reluctance to put up even
a single Muslim candidate from either
Delhi or Mumbai, leading to noises of
protest from the party leader
Muhammad Arif Naseem Khan who
said, “The party wants Muslim votes, not
Muslim candidates.” Mr. Khan could as
well have been speaking for most non
Bharatiya Janata Party parties. The
Samajwadi Party, often criticised for
being MY (Muslims and Yadavs)
representative, fought on 62 seats in
Uttar Pradesh but put up only four
Muslims in the State where Muslims
comprise 19% of population. Likewise,
the Rashtriya Janata Dal in Bihar fielded
only two Muslim candidates, however,
its ally, the Congress, did give tickets
to Muslim candidates from Katihar and
Kishangan.

In Gujarat, neither the Congress
nor the BJP put up a Muslim candidate.
The story of Muslim denial was
repeated by both parties in Rajasthan.
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In Bengal, the Trinamool Congress,
despite Mamata Banerjee’s robust
defence of minority rights, gave tickets
to only six Muslim candidates out of the
42 seats it contested in the State
Significantly, Muslims account for a little
over 27% of the State’s population.
Bengal presents a microcosm of the
country. This under nomination is bound
to result in under representation in
Parliament. The community looks at the
bleak prospect of sending possibly its
lowest number of Members of
Parliament to the Lok Sabha when the
results are announced on June 4.
Forsaken, marginalised, and, probably
forgotten.

A Fading

All this is a far cry from the heydays
of the 1980s when Muslims enjoyed a
sizeable slice of the electoral cake. In
1980, there were 49 Muslim MPs in the
Lok Sabha, in 1984, there were 46
Muslim MPs.

Pertinently, the BJP was just born
in 1980 and had only two Lok Sabha
MPs in 1984. As the party’s fortunes
rose in ensuing elections, the fortunes
of the largest minority went into a parallel
decline, finishing with only 23 MPs in
2014. There was a token increase of
three in 2019 - a number that seems
difficult to attain this time in the light of a
drastic fall in the number of Muslim
candidates. The Muslim MP is faced
with the prospect of gradual elimination.
Muslims bring up a little over 10% of
India’s population, but since the first

election in 1951-52 to the last round in
2019, the community’s share in Lok
Sabha has been under 6%.

An Attack on The Idea of India

Incidentally, while Muslims have
not been as visible as candidates this
time, this, however, has not translated
into their absence from headlines during
the elections. Mr. Modi led the pack in
stoking fears in the larger society,
referring to the community members as
“infiltrators” or “the Congress seeking
to give a buffalo to a Muslim if a Hindu
owned two buffaloes to give an example
or two. He was both coarse and
divisive. If the data shared by the
Congress president, Mallikarjun
Kharge, are to be believed, Mr. Modi
used the term “Mandir Masjid-Muslim’
421 times in his speeches. For all his
bluff and bluster, he did not conceal his
irreverence for the idea of India- a value
system that regards all citizens as equal
stakeholders in the progress of the
nation. Mr. Modi’s aggressive Hindutva
set the benchmark for other parties.
Forget the so-called Muslim vote-bank
politics of yesteryears. Today, even the
Centrist and Left parties remain
disinclined to end Muslim political
isolation.

The demographic profiles of the
contestants to the 18th Lok Sabha could
be a nod to Mr. Modi’s concept of
Bharat. Indian democracy, however, will
be better served without taints of such
exclusion. B

(The Hindu, 3-6-2024)
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A Right To Fairness

Described as an “executive’s
court” in some quarters in recent times,
the Supreme Court has proved its critics
wrong yet again. A 41-page judgment
of Justice Sandeep Mehta and Justice
B R Gavai, authored by the former, has
highlighted the importance of due
process.

Due process of law is not only an
important fundamental right but a time-
tested yardstick to judge the maturity of
a civilisation. But, is it just a procedural
requirement? Or does it offer
substantive protection against the
state’s arbitrary exercise of power?

Justices Mehta and Gavai
delivered their verdict in News click
founder-editor Prabir Purkayastha’s
case. Purkayastha was not informed of
the “grounds of arrest” as required the
Constitution’s Article 22 before his
production before the Additional
Sessions Judge (ASJ). However, the
ASJ mechanically passed the remand
order at 6 am on October 4, 2023.

The SC verdict has rightly drawn
a fine line between the “reasons of
arrest,” which are formal and common
to all arrested persons, and the
“grounds of arrest.” which have to be
peculiar to an individual arrested

* The writer is Vice Chancellor
Chanakya National University Patna.

- Faizan Mustafa*

person. If the “grounds of arrest” are not
communicated in writing the right to life
and personal liberty is violated making
the arrest and detention illegal, despite
repeated orders.

Even the first major human rights
instrument, the Magna Carta (1215),
talked of only procedural rights - of
course, only of nobles or barons. Yet, it
too was categorical that “no
freeman shall seized or imprisoned or
stripped of his rights... except by the
lawful judgment of his co-equals or by
the law of the land.” The expression “due
process” was used for the first time two
centuries later in the statute of British
King Edward Ill. But it was the Fifth
Amendment to the American
Constitution (1791) that introduced the
concept of “due process” in a
constitution. Subsequently, the
Fourteenth Amendment guaranteed, in
addition to the right to equality, the right
to life and liberty. It prohibited their
curtailment without the due process of
law.

However, it would be wrong to
view due process as just a procedural
safeguard. It involves the right to
fairness, reasonableness justness, non-
arbitrariness. Several American laws
have been struck down on criteria set
by the Due Process Doctrine. New
lights have also been recognised under
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this doctrine.

The history of “due process” in
India is equally fascinating, but deeply
frustrating. In 1918 the Indian National
Congress asked the colonial
government to revoke all laws that
allowed state authorities to arrest or
detain people without due process.
Balgangadhar Tilak and M K Gandhi
invoked due in their defence against
unjust laws. But the framers of the Indian
Constitution who had initially shown
keen interest in the Due Process
Doctrine abandoned it.

Constituent Assembly
deliberations show how we went back
on due process. On March17,1947, the
Assembly received a note from K M
Munshi, a member of the fundamental
rights sub-committee. Itincluded a draft
provision: “No person shall be deprived
of his life, liberty or property without due
process of law”. Ambedkar’s own draft
too included the expression, “due
process of law”. The Fundamental
Rights Sub-Committee approved the
due process clause on April 15, 1947.

In subsequent deliberations of the
Advisory Committee headed by Sardar
Patel, few members such as C
Rajagopalachari and Govind Ballabh
Pant expressed reservations — they felt
the clause could limit the legislative
powers of the state. It was however BN
Rau, not even a member of the
Constituent Assembly but its adviser,

who can be blamed for restricting the
scope of Article 21. Borrowing from
Irish(Article 40(4)) and Japanese(Article
31 ) constitutions, he proposed the
insertion of “personal” before liberty and
replaced due process with the narrower
expression “procedure established by
law”. Surprisingly, this major dilution was
approved on January18,1948, by the
drafting committee headed by
Ambedkar, which met without quorum.

Several members were
disappointed to see due process clause
being dropped. H V Pataskar talked
about the danger of routine detention for
indefinite periods without this
guarantee. K C Sharma maintained that
due process provided minimum
standards of fairness and without it,
Article21cannot be termed a
Fundamental Right. Kazi Karimuddin
called it a sad chapter of our
constitutional history. On December 7,
1948, Article 21 was adopted as
Ambedkar failed to take an unequivocal
position in favour of due process. Bakshi
Tek Chand termed Ambedkar’s act as
‘one of great mysteries”. K T Shah
feared that people would be detained
without trial on false pretences. The last
70 years have proved these Constituent
Assembly members right.

Ambedkar tried to salvage the
situation in September 1949 when he
introduced Article 22 and termed itas a
“‘compensation” for the omission of due
process in the right to life and personal
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liberty. But then Article 22(1) and (2)
incorporated the guarantees —right to
counsel of choice and production —
before the magistrate within 24 hours
that were already part of the colonial
government’s Code of Criminal
Procedure,1898.

After independence, starting from
its regressive judgment in AK Gopalan
(1950) to ADM Jabalpur (1976), the SC
contributed to undermining the due
process by overemphasising the literal
meaning of procedure established by
law. The court did change its stand in
the Bank Nationalisation case (1970)
and extended the due process to the
right to property. Subsequently, Justice
Fazal Ali’s dissent in Maneka Gandhi
(1978) became a majority opinion and
due process was judicially recognised
as part of the right to life and personal
liberty. Every law must now be

reasonable, just, fair and non-arbitrary.
Moreover, the 44th Amendment (1978)
made the right to life and personal liberty
a non-derogable right that can no longer
be suspended, even during an
emergency.

In Pramod Singh (2023), the SC
termed preventive detention laws as a
colonial legacy with great potential of
abuse. It said that every procedural
requirement must be rigidly followed.
India, however, continues to have
several stringent preventive detention
laws, both at the Centre and state levels.
As per the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) over 12,000 people
were in prisons in 2021. Unfortunately,
the part of the 44" amendment on
preventive detention has not been
notified after 46 years.®

(The Indian Express- 17-5-24)

(a

Religion as Guardian of Life

Time is a proportionate and balanced mixture of stability and change, stagnation and

~)

- S.Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

movement. If it loses either of these characteristics, it will lose its relevance. Islam as a religion
accepts this fact and is ready to make necessary accommodations, but it holds the position
that as religion it has to guide life, not simply follow it. Religion, as Islam pleads, does not have
to passively approve all changes. It is not lifeless like the needle of a barometer which moves up
or down mechanically to measure the pressure of the atmosphere, or a weather-cock fixed on
the top of a building which moves to show the direction of the wind. The function of religion is not
simply to acknowledge and show the changes which are occurring at a time. Its obligation is to
check whether a change is healthy or unhealthy, constructive or destructive. It has to evaluate
the effect of a change on mankind at large and on its promoters in particular. It judges all pros
and cons of a change before it approvesiit. It, therefore, will discourage a change if itis destructive.
It may even oppose the latter kind.

At this point we can see a clear difference between religion and morality. Religion feels
L\obliged to oppose wrong inclinations, whereas morality simply identifies them.®

7
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EXAMINE THE EXAM

IN LESS THAN three weeks, two examinations conducted by the National Teaching
Agency (NTA) have invited controversy. The row over the recruitment examination to medical
colleges, the National Eligibility Cum Entrance Test (NEET), has not subsided. Opposition
parties have called for nationwide protests on Friday and the Supreme Court is hearing a slew of
petitions on the alleged irregularities. On Tuesday, the Court told the government to “act fairly,
and admit if there is any mistake in the conduct of NEET”. A day later, the Ministry of Education
(MoE), announced the cancellation of another examination — the University Grants Commission-
National Eligibility Test (UGCNET). The MOE took this decision a day after the test was held in
317 cities. This was perhaps the right thing, given that it had inputs from the Union Home
Ministry about the integrity of the examination being compromised. Education Minister Dharrnendra
Pradhan has said that a high-level committee will be formed which will give recommendations
on improving NTA's structure and functioning the examination process, and security protocols.
But much more needs to be done. The government needs to be sensitive to the concerns of the
nine lakh students who appeared for the examination which holds the key to finding entry-level
teaching jobs in universities and admissions to PhD programmes. Accountability for the irregularity
that precipitated the cancellation must be fixed urgently.

The NET is the first centrally-conducted examination to be scrapped after the Centre
introduced a new anti-paper leak law in February. The investigation could provide crucial lessons
in applying the new law to stem a pressing problem that threatens to tar the credibility of the
educational and public recruitment systems. In a country with myriad diversities and challenges,
even one weak link in the examination chain — from setting papers to their distribution to the
evaluation of answer seats — can compromise fair play. Many states have anti-cheating laws
but they have found it difficult to bust networks that, by all accounts, involve the exam mafia and
the coaching-classes industry. An investigation by this paper in February found more than
instances of paper leaks in 15 states over the last five years, which derailed the schedules of
nearly 1.5 crore candidates who had applied for positions in various fields — education, engineering
and public works, healthcare and police. In a country of predominantly young people with rising
aspirations, such disruptions cause resentments and stoke insecurities. It's not surprising that
in recent years several states have witnessed public outrage over the disruption of examination
schedules. The issue was among the talking points in the just-concluded Lok Sabha elections
as well as last year’s assembly elections in Rajasthan, Telangana and Madhya Pradesh The
political class’s shortage of ideas on the issue is disturbing in a country that intends to reap its
demographic dividend in the next two decades.

The hyper competitive nature of exams is symptomatic of the inadequacy of both the
educational and the employment pie. Demand-supply gaps create opportunities for exam fixers
and job mafia. Even as the government investigates the immediate controversies around NEET
and NET it cannot afford to delay addressing this longstanding problem.®

(Editorial — The Indian Express 21-4-2024) )
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Message To The Entire Humanity in Mina And A’rafat

It was to lead the entire humanity
to the path of piety and success that the
Prophet Mohammad (SAW) was
assigned the Prophecy by Allah, the
Lord and Providence of all the worlds.
Each and every member of the Djin and
the mankind, wherever he/she might be
living, is now in need of the guidance
imparted by his Prophecy up till the
Doomsday. The way to, and provisions
for, success and triumph for him/her now
lies only in leading one’ life, acting out
the Prophet’s (SAW) injunctions. Three
months before his demise, the Prophet
(SAW) taught the entire humanity, in the
Arafat ground and during his sojourn in
Mina, the way to lead one’s life, the way
wherein no human being becomes a
thorn for another one, wherein homicide
and genocide are absolutely not
indulged in; wherein it is the Islamic
teachings which call the shots. About the
sermon delivered in Arafat, Hazrat
Maulana Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi writes:

‘In it, he (SAW) enunciated the
fundamental principles of Islam and
struck at the roots of polytheism and
Ignorance. He declared in it all those
acts totally unlawful which are
unanimously deemed so by all religions
and nations and they are: killing
someone without any justification;
usurping someone’s property; violating
somebody’s chastity and honour. He
declared that all the customs and
practices of the Pagan past were

- S.M. Rabey Hasani Nadwi

trampled under his feet. The practice of
usury of the pre-Islamic days was
abolished, in its entirety, by him (SAW).
He declared the transactions made
under it totally null and void. He (SAW)
commanded to treat the womenfolk well
and explained their rights on their
husbands and vice-versa. He told that
boarding and lodging, in accordance
with the normal practice, is their right.
He (SAW) exhorted the Ummah to
strictly adhere to the Book of Allah and
said that so long they would stick to it
they would not go astray.

“In the sermon delivered in Mina,
he (SAW) apprised the audience of the
sanctity of the Yaum-un-Nahr (the Day
of Sacrifice) and dwelt on the
significance Allah Almighty has
accorded to this day. He elucidated the
honour and distinction held by Makkah
against all other cities (of the world). He
called upon the people to follow and
obey whoever guided them in
accordance with the Book of Allah.

“He (SAW) also exhorted them not
to turn, after him, infidels who keep
cutting each other’s throats. He (SAW)
also bade them to convey all that he had
told them to others. He also said:
‘Worship your Lord; offer prayers five
times a day; Observe fast for a month
(in Ramdan); obey those who are in
authority and you shall enter the
Paradise of your Lord.” At that time he
(SAW) said some valedictory phrases,
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too. That is why this Hajj came to be
known as the Hajjat-ul- Vidaa (the
Farewell Hajj)”

Along with these matters of
common human weal and philanthropy,
the Prophet (SAW) of Allah also taught
that all the human beings were servants
and slaves of the One and the Only God
and the God was the Providence and
Sustainer of all of them. By having Him
ingratiated only one can get the peace
and tranquillity in life. Hence, it is a must
for His slaves to beseech Him only
whenever they are in need and distress
and make supplication to Him only. By
himself making supplications on each
and every occasion, he (SAW) had it
taught, too, as to how to make
supplication on each occasion.

Throwing light on the centrality of
Ka’ba, the universal unification of the
humanity that takes place there and its
infinite message of peace and security,
Maulana Syed Sulaiman Nadwi (RAA)
writes:

“The house of Ka'ba is the
shadow of Arsh-e-llahi (the Divine
Throne) and the foot-mark of His
Mercies and Benedictions on this earth.
It is that mirror, which His attributes of
Mercy and Forgiveness, laying their
reflection on, make the entire universe
illuminated with their rays. It is that
fountain-head where the spring of
Truthfulness sprang from, the only one
which irrigated the entire world. It is that
horizon of spiritual knowledge and
cognizance whose rays made each and

every particle of the Earth resplendent.
Itis that geographical pivot which all the
members of the Millat are riveted to.
They all reside in different countries and
regions, speak different languages, don
different apparels, lead lives in different
civilizations; but, all of them, despite
these innate differences and natural
distinctions, circuambulate the one and
the self-same house of Ka’ba and deem
the one and the self-same Quibla their
centre. Holding the one and the self-
same place as Umm-ul-Qura (mother of
all cities — which is one of the names
oI’ Makkah Mokarramah) all of them,
obliterating all distinctions of nativity,
nationality, civilization and culture, colour
and complexion, et al, they get united
into the one and the self-same nativity,
the one and the self-same nationality
(Aal-e-lbrahimn — the family and
followers of Ibrahim), the one and the
self-same civilization and culture (Millat-
e-lbrahimi the Ibrahimi way of life) and
the one and the self-same language
(Arabic). It is that fraternity into which all
the nations of the world and residents
of various countries, who are (normally)
captivated by the terms of nativity and
nationality, get entered within a moment
and a fraction of a second. With that all
the chains, fetters and shackles
contrived by the man himself get
severed and shattered. For the few
days, in the vast expanse of Hajj
grounds, all the nations stand shoulder
to shoulder with each other, getting
converted into one nation, a fraternity,
rather, of one household, in one and
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same country, donned in one and same
apparel, that is lhram and at one and
same place. They all converse with God
in only one language. It is this very
colour of unity that gets all those
materialistic distinctions obliterated
which are the causes of armed clashes
and conflicts among the human beings
and their trials and attributions. This
Divine Harem is, therefore, not the
cradle of peace only in the sense that
all sorts of blood shedding, aggression
and cruelty is unlawful here; but from this
aspect also it is so that, getting a
fraternity of all the nations of the world
constituted here, it gets all the
ostentatious distinctions wiped out
which are the cause of the insecurity
and anarchy of the world.

“People dream today to get
inhabited, after getting out of the straits
and narrow lanes of nativity and
nationality, in the vast expanse of human
fraternity. But the initial call of Millat-e-
Ibrahimi (the creed of Ibrahim) and the
revival siren of Millat-e Muhammadi (the
Mohammad’s —SAW-creed) had
dreamt it hundreds and thousands
years ago and had presented its
verisimilitude before the world. People
are possessed today with making
efforts to evolve a single language
(sprinto) for the entire world. But, the
decision of according centrality to the
house of Ka’ba has, since long long
ago, got this problem resolved in so far
as the Ibrahim are concerned.

The supplications made by the
Allah’s Prophet (SAW) during this Hajj

performed by him are very moving. They
had emanated from the very core of the
heart. They are, on the one hand,
paragons of literature and eloquence
and, on the other hand, make others fully
enlightened on the nature and extent of
his bondage with Allah Almighty. They
show how much he considered himself,
despite being the chosen and favoured
servant of his Providence and top-
ranking Prophet, insignificant, infirm,
needy and destitute and how much
absolute faith and undaunted confidence
he (SAW) had on Allah Almighty,
considering Him Only the Saviour,
Sustainer and Supporter.

In particular, the supplications
made by him (SAW) on occasion of
Wuquoof-e-A ‘rafah (ritual of standing
in A’rafat) are extremely moving and
impressive. It was a Friday. He had the
Juma prayers offered in early moments
of the time and joined the A ‘sr prayers
with it. By that, he (SAW) made offering
Zhur and A ‘sr prayers jointly in Arafat a
matter of Sunnat (a Prophet’s practice
required to be followed). Thereafter, the
Prophet (SAW) remained absorbed for
several hours in making supplications.
It lasted up to the sun-set. Up till then he
kept himself engrossed in making
supplications, praying, entreating,
beseeching, lamenting, grovelling and
expressing his helplessness, incapacity,
distress and un-resourcefulness. With
hands raised, he was begging his Lord,
the Lord of the worlds, the way a beggar
does. ®

SALL-ALLAH-O-ALAIH-E-WA-SALLAM
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QUOTAS AND EQUITY

THE BIHAR GOVERNMENT is weighing its options after the Patna High Court
struck down its decision to raise the quota cap from 50 per cent to 65 per cent. The
Nitish Kumar government’s move to increase the reservation ceiling in employment and
entrance to educational institutions was based on the Bihar Survey Caste Report, which
showed that OBC, EBC SC and ST communities together comprised about 85 per cent
of the state’s population. But in response to petitions against the hike, the HCs two-
judge bench has said that the “state proceeded on the mere population of different
categories as against their numerical representation in government services and
educational institutions”. The verdict aligns with the judiciary’s more or less consistent
approach towards the 50 per cent ceiling. However, in 2022, a five-judge bench of the
Supreme Court upheld the EWS quota on the ground that the cap applied only to SC,
ST and OBC communities. The apex court is also reviewing a challenge to the quota
ceiling. At the same time, political parties, especially Congress, have demanded raising
the reservation limit. The Bihar government has said that it will press for including the
enhanced quota cap in the Ninth Schedule to obviate legal challenges. Removing
entrenched inequalities will require multiple measures and the issue should be thoroughly
debated. The political class will do well to be more creative, and not harp on a one-track
approach of extending reservations.

In the past two decades, Bihar has shown appreciable improvement in both
economic and socio-economic indicators. The state’s economy has grown faster than
the national average and the Nitish Kumar government’s measures have resulted in the
state closing the gap on welfare indicators — life expectancy, infant mortality, the sex
ratio at birth, drinking water and sanitation, access to electricity. However, Bihar remains
amongst the poorest in terms of per capita income. The average person in the state
earns about a third of the national average. Data from the 2021 NITI Aayogs
Multidimensional Poverty Index shows that 51 per cent of Bihar’s population is poor, the
highest among all the states. The state also has the country’s highest fertility rate. It is
among the States with a high outmigration rate for low-paying jobs.

About 50 per cent of Bihar’s workforce is involved in agriculture, which contributes
less than 25 per cent of the state’s GDP. The big challenge for the state — like in
several other parts of the country — is to reduce the dependency on farms by drawing
investments in more productive sectors. It must also increase the educational pie,
address skill deficits and bring Bihar’s fertility rate close to the national average. In
doing so, the Nitish Kumar government should give special attention to marginalised
and deprived communities. Also, and perhaps more importantly, the Patna High Court’s
verdict should occasion discussions on more expansive approaches to end historical
inequalities.®

(Editorial The Indian Express 22-6-2024)
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The Teachings of The Qur’an

Islam is a complete code of life. It
encompasses the entire gamut of
human life. Islam dislikes everything that
creates gulf and fissure in society.
Jealousy, for instance, not permissible
but in two things. The holy prophet says,
“Two kinds of people are worthy and
enviable. One person is that on whom
Allah has bestowed wealth and he
spends it at the right place, and the other
person is one whom Allah has accorded
knowledge and wisdom and he judges
using them and teaches them.

More importantly, other evils of
society have also been clarified in
different verses of the Qur’an.

The Holy Qur’an lays tremendous
stress on human rights, particularly
about the rights of the parents.

At some specific places Allah has
mentioned the right of the parents with
His own right.

The Holy Qur’an says, “Show
gratitude to Me and to thy parents: to Me
is thy final goal.” (S.31.A.14) “But if they
strive to make thee join in worship with
Me things of which thou hast no

* Rector Nadwatul Ulama, Lucknow.

- S. Bilal Abdul Hai Hasani Nadwi*

knowledge, obey them not’(S.31.A.15)

Hadith says, “that Hazrat Asma
binte Siddiqui informed Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) that her mother
was a polytheist and she wanted that
she treat her with good manner.” The
Prophet (PBUH) said, “Treat her with
an excellent manner.”

Despite the worst thing, like a
shirk, good treatment with the parents
are taught by the prophet (PBUH) in this
world. From this expression it is clear
that to respect parents assumes
immense importance in the Islamic
Shariah. Western civilization abolished
the pious relationship of the parents. It
shows their business mentality. A person
residing in the USA told his own event
that when his wife went to the doctor
regarding her delivery, the doctor first
question was” Are you married? Then
when the baby was born, he asked
whether you would take the baby? One
and a half year later when she went to
the same doctor stared at her.

From this entire event it shows
western mentality regarding the
children. The main point is that the
concept of protection of the pedigree
has totally vanished there.
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The second thing shows their
callousness of heart. After the child is
born, the parents show no relationship
with the child. Generally, they went
leaving their child in the hospital.

The third thing is that after one child
the next child is a strange thing in
western countries.

The main reason is that they
calculate that if the child will born
thousands of dollars would be spent on
him and by the same token huge
amount of money would be spent on his
studies, and when he would grow older,
he would leave his parents and would
became separated and put his old
parents in the old house.

This phenomenon of mentality also
creates such a rift in the excellent
relationship of the parents that the whole
system has been corrupted today.

Truly speaking, the Qur'an dislikes
such obnoxious acts and describes the
relationship of the parents with great
importance. Islam instructs that
whether it proves useless in this world
but their service will be the doorway of
the Heaven and also came in the Hadith
that the Heaven lies under the mother’
s feet and the father has also been
called the valuable door of the Heaven.
The Holy Qur’an vividly clarifies,

“Whether one or both of them attain old
age in thy life , say not to them a word of
contempt, nor repel them but address
them in term of honour. And out of
kindness, lower to them the wing of
humanity, and say: “My Lord! bestow on
them Thy Mercy even as they cherished
me in childhood.” (S.17.A.24-24)

Needless to add that the
essence of greatness and honour of
humanity is an important topic of the Holy
Qur’an. As Allah says,

“We have honoured the sons of
Adam” saying this the Creator of the
world put the crown of Honour on the
shoulder of human beings. And he
taught the human beings how to respect
and serve mankind. The Holy Qur’an
says, “That if anyone slew a person-
unless it be for murder or for spreading
mischief in the land- it would be as if he
slew the whole people: and if any one
saved a life, it would be as if he saved
the life of the whole people.” (S.5.A.32)

No doubt, the above mentioned
verse of the Holy Qur’an encapsulates
an eternal truth. Given this, the verse
presents the life- giving message.®

(English Rendering
by Obaidur Rahman Nadwi)
(To be continued)
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Recite: In the name of, your Lord « Who
created, created man of a blood clot *
Recite: And your Lord is the most
Generous * Who taught by the Pen -
taught man that he knew not.

(al-Alagq 96: 1—3)

Praise and thanks be to Allah
(swt), Who has created us and given us
the faculties of reason and speech. He
taught us the names and characteristics
of all things in this Universe. He taught
us the use of the pen and He taught us
what we did not know and have no
means of knowing.

May Allah’s blessings be on our
beloved Prophet (peace be upon him).
That august personality who is a mercy
for the whole world and the benefactor
of the human race. It is through his
teaching and by whose practical
example an Ummah has come into
existence of which there is no parallel
in the history of mankind.

With the very first Revelation
received by him in the cave of Hira, was
brought the message of Igra’ (recite). It
reminded mankind of the blessings of
both knowledge and the pen. Then it
relates both of them to the Creator
Himself. What better proof do we need
of the value of knowledge in Islam than
to know that the special task of Prophet-

IIm

- Abdur Rashid Siddiqui

hood, which the Prophet (peace be upon
him) was required to perform was the
recitation of the verses of the Holy
Qur’an, imparting the knowledge and
wisdom of the Book and the purification
of souls.

Let us reflect on the verses recited
at the start of this Khutbah. The very first
word in the Revelation is Igra’ meaning
read. This establishes the importance
of knowledge. The first verse also
mentions two attributes of Allah (swt).
The first attribute is Rabb (Lord) and the
other is Khaliq (Creator). It is instructive
to note that in the Holy Qur’an, Allah’s
attribute of Rububiyyah (meaning that
He is the Sustainer, the Nourisher and
the Provider as well as the Master and
the Lord) precedes His attribute of
Khalqg (Creation). This we can see also
in the beginning of Surah al-Fatihah.
The reason for this arrangement is that
a human being’s first experience of
Allah is through His innumerable
bounties.

After mentioning these attributes
of Allah, the verse continues to highlight
the mostimportant blessing, that is lIm
(knowledge). Here, two methods of
knowledge acquisition are narrated:

* Knowledge which one acquires
through learning by use of the pen and
paper.
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* Knowledge which man did not
know and has no means of knowing.
This knowledge is revealed by Allah
through His Messengers (peace and
blessings be upon them all).

It should be noted that the
Messengers of Allah did not attend any
school or educational institution, yet they
guided humanity by their wisdom and
foresight. Their source of knowledge
was Allah. This is further reinforced by
the story of the Prophet Adam (peace
be upon him). After the creation of the
first human being Allah (swt) taught him
the names of all things. This is
mentioned in Surah al-Bagarah:

And He taught Adam the names
of all things

(al-Bagarah 2: 31).

By teaching these names the
implication is that He taught Adam the
characteristics of all things as well. Thus
He gave him superiority over all other
creations including the angels.

Man was created as the Khalifah
(vicegerent) of Allah on Earth. Hence, it
is essential that he should be given this
knowledge so that he can perform his
role of Khalifah (vicegerency) properly.

In very many verses of the Holy
Qur’an, the superior status of those who
possess knowledge is mentioned.
Knowledge is referred to as Nur (light)
and Basirah (insight) whereas
ignorance is termed as Zulumat

(darkness). The word ‘llm and its
derivatives occurs 778 times in the
Qur’an. This explains its importance in
Islam. In several ahadith the importance
of the acquisition of knowledge, is
emphasised.

The Prophet (peace be upon him)
was sent down as a teacher. Itis through
his teaching and training that, within a
hundred years the map of the world
changed with this new Enlightenment.

Thus knowledge is essential for
being a Muslim. First we have to
acquire knowledge- knowledge of Islam,
and second we have to put this
knowledge into practice. This is
explained very well by Mawlana
Mawdudi (may Allah have mercy on him)
in his Khutubat on why knowledge is so
important for being a Muslim. Aman can
be English, Chinese, American, Arab or
Pakistani and have no knowledge.
Similarly, he may be white, black or
brown and have no knowledge. His
nationality and colour are something
which he acquires at birth. But can a
person be a Muslim by virtue of his birth?
Is a person born into a Muslim family a
Muslim just as a Japanese is Japanese
because he is born in Japan or just as
he is a Negro if he is born into a Negro
family? | am sure you will agree that we
are Muslims because we accept Islam
as our Din — our way of life.

But what does acceptance of Islam
mean? Surely it is not just recitation of
Kalimah. The recitation of Kalimah is of
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course necessary for becoming a
Muslim. But there is no magic in these
words, which transform a non-Muslim
into a Muslim. Surely no man can be a
Muslim if he does not know the meaning
of Islam. Because one becomes a
Muslim not by being born into a Muslim
family but only through consciously, with
full knowledge, accepting Islam.

Thus, it is impossible to become
a Muslim and remain a Muslim in a state
of total ignorance. Being born into a
Muslim home, bearing a Muslim name,
dressing like a Muslim and calling
yourself Muslim is not enough to make
you Muslim. True Muslims are those who
know what Islam stands for and believe
in it with their full consciousness. Sadly,
many of us remain in a state of
ignorance _throughout our lives. We
must realise that without knowledge we
cannot truly receive the gift of Islam and
its blessings.

You have come to this educational
institution to acquire knowledge. You
need this knowledge because it is
beneficial to you. Without this knowledge

you will not be able to earn your living in
this world. Why then are you negligent
in acquiring knowledge of Islam, which
is vital for you both to live in this world
and for your success in the Hereafter? |
am not asking you to become scholars
of Islam. Though some of you should
become scholars of Islam as well. What
| ask of you is to spend some time during
your busy life in acquiring knowledge of
this Din, which you profess is your
Religion. Every one of you should at
least have that much knowledge, to
enable you to understand the essence
of the teaching of the Holy Qur’an and
the purpose for which it was sent down.
At least you should know what the
mission of the Prophet (peace be upon
him) was and how you should follow the
path of Islam.

Let us pray that we realise the
importance of Islam in our lives. It is
essential for us to live the life of a
believer. Let us resolve that we will find
some time in our busy schedule to learn
about Islam. May Allah (swt) guide us to
the right path. (Aameen.)l

7

Towards Fine Arts

Another feature of the Islamic culture is that it maintains a moderate, realistic, and
careful attitude towards fine arts. It is fully appreciative of beauty, delicacy, tenderness
and fineness, but it does reject some branches currently associated with fine arts in the
West, such as dancing, painting of living beings, and carving of statues. In other areas,
such as singing, it holds a moderate and careful position and allows them under necessary
restrictions. In any case, excessive involvement in fine arts is against the purposeful
lifestyle of a Muslim as it would tend to deprive him of piety, concern for the hereafter,

and morality—qualities which he is expected to nourish in himself. B
\ 2,
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The Big Test

The latest instance of the NEET
controversy is the culmination of a
scandalous situation brewing over
years. Papers have been routinely
leaked; the release of incorrect results
has been connected to aspirant
suicides; in this year’s exam, over 67
students got perfect scores against the
average of two or three per year; grace
marks were awarded to over 1,560
students for non-transparent reasons,
resulting in the loss of trust in the NTA.
The nationwide anger over the NEET
exam has not subsided. Meanwhile, the
government has cancelled the NET
examination conducted by NTA,
compounding doubts about its
institutional integrity. What is important
to understand is that cheating or fraud
in NEET or NET and other such highly
competitive examinations is only a
consequence of bad policy.

The policy for instituting NEET was
actively considered in 2010 at the
Ministry of Health to address three
problems. One, standardising the
educational competence of students at
the entry level as a majority of students
of medical colleges were found to have
negligible knowledge of basic sciences

* The writer is a former Union health
secretary, Government of India.

- K. Sujatha Rao*

such as Chemistry, Physics and Biology.
Two, reducing the number of entrance
examinations from an estimated 46 to
one. And three, to eliminate the
capitation fees levied by private medical
colleges by reducing their discretion
and granting admissions based on
scores.

Implementation of the “one exam
NEET policy” was attempted in 2013,
but was stalled due to the suspension
of the scheme by the Supreme Courtin
response to private college petitions
stating that NEET had centralised the
admission process, taking away
institutional autonomy. In 2016, a five-
judge bench restored NEET.

A key issue that emerged in
implementing this policy was the
standard to be adopted for the
examination since India does not have
a uniform standard for school education.
While central government schools follow
the CBSE syllabus, states have their
own syllabus that is of lesser difficulty
compared to the CBSE. Of late, we have
another standard of International
Baccalaureate (IB) in most high-end
private schools. With such wide
variations in standards of education, it
is a challenge to arrive at a mean
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standard, resulting in bias in favour of
CBSE. The immediate implication has
been that students passing the state
examinations are forced to undertake
additional coaching, resulting in the
mushrooming of a Rs 58,000 crore
coaching industry growing at 15 per cent
per year.

The coaching industry is a
consequence of a failed school system
due to poor governance. Lackadaisical
approaches, unending tinkering with the
syllabus, a focus on rote learning rather
than enquiry and scientific temper, poor
quality of teaching and supervision,
large vacancies and inadequate
infrastructure have taken their toll. If the
once famed government schools have
deteriorated, the high-end public
schools are only marginally better,
giving rise to the policies of one national
examination and coaching institutes.
Even high-end schools are facing the
reality of ghost classes with parents
requesting their children to be enrolled
in the school but allowed to attend
coaching classes. Clearly, holding one-
size-fits-all national examinations is a
lazy response to fundamental systemic
neglect of the school system over the
years.

With the failure of the school
system, alongside the intention to
centralise the education system, which

in reality is a concurrent subject, in 2017,
the NTA was constituted with the
mandate to conduct several
examinations such as NEET. Since its
establishment, the NTA has been ridden
with complaints of irregularities,
demonstrating its inadequate capacity
to conduct complex and important
examinations. Of concern is that both
the ministries of education and health
have virtually abdicated their
responsibility to redress the adverse
consequences of the policy of
centralisation.

Tamil Nadu has always been
opposed to the NEET exam as it was
against their perfectly functioning state
policy of linking medical college
admissions to high school performance.
In 2021, Tamil Nadu constituted an
Expert Committee headed by Justice A
K Rajan. The Rajan Committee brought
out startling evidence, showing how rural
students from Tamil medium schools lost
out heavily in clearing the NEET —
between 2017-21, from an average of
15 per cent admissions of Tamil-
medium students, the number had fallen
to 1.6-3.2 per cent. Likewise, the
number of rural students admitted to
government medical colleges fell from
62 per cent to 50 per cent. Clearly,
NEET disadvantaged rural and poorer
students. Tamil Nadu was particularly
affected as its sound public health
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system rested on students from rural
backgrounds willing to work in primary
health centres without ambitions of
migrating abroad unlike their
counterparts — the rich, affluent upper-
middle-class, urban-bred students
aspiring for careers in corporate
hospitals and going abroad. The state
government made several requests to
the Ministry of Health to review the
NEET policy and even had their
legislature pass a law scrapping the
need to pass NEET for entry into
medical colleges. This never got
cleared due to the stubbornness of the
Governor acting without jurisdiction.

The NEET policy needs a revamp
based on inputs from all stakeholders,
going beyond the polarised politics of
today. Perhaps an all-party committee
like the JPC would be able to harmonise
local realities and varied levels of
educational standards across states.
|deas for consideration could range from
making the MBBS degree for six years
with a pre-medical one year to bring
students to “standard” in critical subjects
of Zoology, Chemistry and Physics as
was the case during the 60s and 70s;
decentralising the examination to states
and universities as it was during pre-
NEET times; constituting regional
boards or centralising only the qualifying
examination for practising outside the
state or going abroad and so on.

Both the education and health
departments need to reflect and set
right a policy gone wrong. The political
leadership needs to build a more
consultative and accommodative
approach to manage the contradictions
and flaws. The media needs to hold all
states, not just Opposition states,
accountable. And the judiciary needs to
fill the void of poor governance and
provide comprehensive guidelines for
governments to act upon in the short and
medium term.

The current NEET crisis is
symptomatic of a failed state that is
unable to ensure high-quality school
education. Like in most countries,
standardised schooling of good quality
enables admission to colleges based
on marks obtained in the school final
examination. But in India, since
standards are so varied and quality not
assured, examinations for most
professional courses are centralised.
Due to the tough competition,
committing irregularities for monetary
gains becomes a great incentive.
Clearly, the long-term solution is
improving schooling quality,
decentralising examinations, and
institutionalising strict oversight and
governance to restore confidence and
credibility. Till that is done, the leakage
of papers will continue to plague us.®
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True Education

Today, the world has made great
strides in all branches of education.
Undoubtedly, the credit goes to Islam.
Among other things, Islam bestowed
upon the world the bounty of knowledge
and learning. The first revelation of the
Holy Qur'an opened a new chapter of
knowledge and wisdom in the history
of mankind. In other words, it changed
the entire course of human history and
transformed the fate of the human race.

Prominent Islamic scholar
S.M.Rabey Hasani Nadwi says, "When
Europe was passing through darkness
and ignorance of the Middle Ages,
Muslim world was producing scholars,
thinkers, educationists and eminent
masters of physical and social
sciences. European writers have quite
often acknowledged that for six hundred
years Europe learnt and benefited from
the researches of Muslims before
commencing their march to progress.”
(Islam and Education,page 32-33)

According to Islam, the main aim
of education is to recognize Allah and
know His vast universe. “Rabbana ma
khalaqta Hadha Batila (O Lord! not for
naught hast Thou created all this) and
Lallaha- ill- Allah (There is no God but
one God is the modus operandi of
Islamic ontology and the alpha and
omega of its education and
epistemology. This is an

- Obaidur Rahman Nadwi

acknowledgement of man's subordinate
position to God. The complementary
part of La lllaha is Muhammadur Rasul
Allah. Mohammad (peace be upon him)
is His messenger. These two halves of
the Shahada complete the cycle of
Islamic view of educative life."(The
Dynamics of Islam,page 180)

Islam always advocates to
promote an excellent society in which
all people regardless of caste, creed,
colour and region may live together
amicably. And sans education it is not
possible. Accordingly, Islam made
education is obligatory for its adherents.
Today, education is regarded as the
backbone of the nation. It is true. But
Islam wants to establish an exemplary
social milieu through true education.
That is why the education which does
not prevent immodesty, bad conducts,
social evils, crimes, superstitions,
anarchy, carnage, bloodshed and other
anti social activities is not true
education and it has no meaning in the
sight of Islam. Besides, Islam has a line
of demarcation. In the Qur'anic sense
"Hudud Allah" limits set by Allah.
Adherents of Islam are bound to obey
"Hudud Allah". Needless to add that
unlike other religions, this world is like
a prison for Muslims. So, they can not
lead their lives according to their wishes
and whims.
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And obviously it is education that
can show the right path. Such are not
true Muslims who disregard knowledge.

For knowledge is the greatest
asset which Almighty Allah bestowed
upon the mankind.

Significantly enough, it is spiritual
and true education which can lead
mankind towards the path of salvation.
Because of lack of spiritual and true
knowledge, the entire mankind
confronted with scores of problems and
issues including devoid of peace of
mind.

"From Pluto down to the present
time, education has variously been
interpreted and defined.There is, no
doubt, the entire structure of society
depends on the type of education we
impart to the younger generation.
Education is not a means of recording
information or getting high salaried
jobs, but of promoting intellectual,
aesthetic and moral welfare of the
human beings. If education means the
intellectual, aesthetic and moral
nourishment of body and soul then
education has to be a life- long process.
Our family, our surroundings, our work
and our hobbies, books,magazines,
newspapers, broadcasting, in short all
that we see and hear, all that we feel
and experience educate us
continuously. These being the vital
cultural elements, should be directed to
the constructive purposes, aimed at
developing pious and balanced way.

Development of a complete personality
is impossible without the development
of the soul. The concept of morality must
be based on Divine Light.Today, we are
suffering not so much because of mass
illiteracy as much as the lack of faith and
a sense of proper values, which can't
be created for by academic and
technical education alone.

Defining the aim of education
Pluto says, in his Republic:" The ultimate
end of all education is insight into the
harmonious order(Cosmos) of the
whole world.This earliest stage ends
here in the perception of those images
of moral or spiritual excellences
which,when combined with bodily
beauty in a living person,are proper
object of love(eros).

In modern times, psychological
interpretations have been placed on
education. Dr.C.E.M Joad thinks that
education is :

(1) to enable a boy or girl on earn his or
her living;

(2) to equip him to play his part as a
citizen of democracy; and

(3) to enable him to develop all latent

powers and faculties if his nature and
SO enjoy a social life.

T.S.Eliot, a modern critic of high
repute,says:

(1) education makes people happier;

(2) education is something that every
one wants; and
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(3) education should be organized so
as to give equality of opportunity.

Truly speaking, the present
education system does not meet the
needs as Islam demands.Hence, the
need of the hour is that a overwhelming
changes must be brought about in the
prevailing educational system by
including ethical and moral subjects in
the syllabus.

"Another radical and eternal truth
enunciated by the Qur'an is that
knowledge is inexhaustible. For the

Qur'an says that it includes all that which
man did not know. Recent advances in
transport, communication and energy
are implied by the Qur'anic account too.
Needless to add, man was ignorant of
all this until Allah guided him to unravel
it".(Guidance From the Holy
Qur'an,page 118)

To sum up the sole purpose of
Islamic education may be fulfilled only
by imparting spiritual and moral
education along with modern one the
present generation.®

7

\
New dynamics

Welcoming leaders of 10 countries including Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the “G-7 Outreach”
Summit, Italy’s Prime Minister Giorgla Meloni said it was important to step away from the old trope of
the “West vs the Rest”. That sentiment explained Italy’s decision to invite mainly the Global South
countries including BRICS notables such as Brazil, India, and the UAE, to hold an outreach with
seven African countries on energy issues, and to host the summit in the Mediterranean Apulia region.
The G-7 was once hailed as a dynamic group of the world’s most developed democracies where
heads of state would roll up their sleeves once a year to affect real solutions to global financial and
development issues. However, with manufacturing slowdowns, the COVID-19 pandemic, and the
impact of the Russia-Ukraine conflict and western sanctions, the grouping has appeared more tired,
and its meetings less effective. The shaky electoral fortunes of most of the G-7 leadership did not
enhance that image at the summit. The joint communiqué read more like a laundry list of the world’s
problems, than it did as a strong call to action on resolving them. Most salient was the G-7’s continued
“military, budget, humanitarian, and reconstruction support” for Ukraine, but with no constructive plan
on how to end the war. A Gaza ceasefire appeal has also not been accepted by Israel. The G-7’s focus
on China in the Indo-Pacific and on “industrial targeting” and un- fair practices was particularly sharp,
but it remains to be seen whether any member-country will reduce its own considerable trade ties
with Beijing. Aline in the communiqué that recommitted to about eight infrastructure corridors, including
the India-Middle East-Europe Corridor, reinforced the lack of focus on executing (as distinct from
discussing) projects.

Given the G-7’s current situation, India, in attendance for the eleventh time, could well take stock of
the engagements utility. While the event was an opportune moment for Mr. Modi, now in his third term,
to meet with some of the world’s top leadership, the meetings themselves did not yield many
outcomes. Formal bilateral with the leaders of important partner the U.S., and fractious relationship-
ridden Canada, did not materialise. Mr. Modi focused on India’s elections as a “victory for the democratic
world”, on the importance of harnessing technology arid artificial intelligence to bridge global
inequalities, and on the value of the Global South, especially Africa. It would seem most of those
issues would be better addressed in a larger and more format such as the G-20, while the G-7 may
wish to review its own identity and purpose amidst a rapidly changing global power dynamic.®

(Editorial, The Hindu- 19-6-2024)4
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The Effects of Faith (Iman)

In the previous pages the true
significance of Faith and its six
branches or articles, namely, Faith in
God, Angels, Divine Books,
Messengers, Hereafter and Divine
Decree has been discussed in detail,
stating why it is essential to affirm our
belief in each of them and how far the
belief in them is beneficial for the
humanity. It has already been stated that
in every religion of the world, especially
in Islam, the greatest emphasis has
been laid on Iman (Faith).

These discussions were on
principles. Now once again we stress
this point that Faith is, as a matter of
fact, so important that it has the foremost
position in Islam, as the goal at which
Islam aims at reaching, cannot be
achieved, without the light of Faith.

Before acting upon any concept or
ideology, it is essential that we are fully
convinced about its truth and efficacy. If
it is not so, we can neither act upon it
sincerely nor can it satisfy our
conscience and heart. Since all our
actions are directed and controlled by
our heart, unless it is changed, the
course of our actions cannot be
changed. The goodness of our actions
depends upon the correctness or
soundness of our heart. If it is correct,
everything will be correct.

There is another point to note. The

Jews had given greatest importance to
their customs and practices. On the
other hand, the Christians considered
Faith as the only way of salvation. This
lesson was specially given by the
disciples of Christ in their writings and
epistles and it was stressed that the
salvation of a person depends upon his
Faith and not upon his actions. As
compared with these beliefs, the first
excellent teaching of Islam in this
respectis that both these things are the
basis of religion and the salvation of
man neither depends upon only [man
nor upon only action, but upon both i.e.
correctness of Iman and application of
the basic principles of Iman (Faith) in
practical life with sincere devotion and
fervour.

The other important point is that
the significance of the articles of Faith
is because of the fact that they prepare
a man for ‘Amal-i-Saleh (pious acts and
deeds) by arousing in him the sense of
responsibility to lead a good and pious
life in accordance with the Will and
Commands of Allah.

Itis a plain fact that a tree is known
by the fruit it bears, in the same way the
tree of Iman is recognised by the fruit it
bears. Then whosoever proclaims Iman,
but his actions know no change and his
behaviour is contrary to his belief which
he professes, we must understand that
Iman has not taken its roots in the depth
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of his hoart. This is the reason why the
Holy Qur’an considers every pious and
good deed as the special and
prominent quality of a Mu’min. On every
important occasion it addresses the
Muslims as: O ye who believe! It is,
therefore, obvious that only those whose
hearts are rich with the wealth of Iman
can act upon these commands. On
many occasions it has been said in the
Holy Qur’an: if you are believers.

It is quite evident that this way of
addressing has been adopted for the
believers only who deserve to be
addressed like this.

Those who believe are stauncher
in their love for Allah. (2:165)

It is clear that love for Allah is the
greatest sign of Iman (Faith). It has been
said in another Surah of the Holy Qur’an:

The saying of (all true) believers
when they appeal unto Allah and His
Messenger to judge between them is
only that they say: We hear and we
obey. And such are the successful. (24:
51)

One of the important effects of
Iman is that it makes a person obedient
to Allah and His Messenger and
teaches him to submit to Allah’s Will
and Commands and follow the Sunnah
of the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him). It has
been said in another verse:

It is obvious that mutual love and
affection among the Muslims is also a

sign of Iman. In one of the verses of the
Holy Qur’an it has been said:

In Allah do believers put their trust.
(3:122)

The trust in Allah and reliance on
Him are the excellent virtues of a
Muslim. In the Surah Mu’min of the Holy
Qur’an the virtues of the believers have
been explained as under:

Successful indeed are the
believers Who are humble in their
prayers, and who shun vain
conversation, and who are payers of the
poor-due; and who guard their modesty
And who watch their trusts and their
covenants and who pay heed to their
prayers. These are the heirs Who will
inherit Paradise. There they will abide.
(23:1-11)

It has been said that the excellent
virtues of a Mu’'min (sincere believer)
are; Humility in prayer, shunning futile
talk, payment of Zakat(poor-due) and
charity, guarding modesty and chastity;
keeping of covenants, observance of
prayers at the appointed times. There
is a notable point in the above verses
that mention of prayer being the
distinctive mark and virtue of a Mu’min
has been made both in the beginning
and the end of the above verses. The
prayer is, therefore, the foremost sign
of Iman and greatest stress has been
laid on this action.

It is narrated on the authority of
Abu Huraira that the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said:
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Iman has seventy branches, or over sixty
branches, the most excellent of which
is the declaration that there is no god
but Allah and the humblest of which is
the removal of what is injurious, from
path.

It is narrated on the authority of
Anas b. Malik that the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him)
observed:

None amongst you believes (truly)
till one likes for his brother or for his
neighbour that which he likes for himself.

Abu Sa’id al-Khudri reported: |
heard Allah’s Messenger as saying: He
who amongst you should see something
abominable should modify it with the
help of his hand; and if he has not
strength enough to do it, then he should

do it with his tongue, and if he has not
strength enough to doit, (even) then he
should (abhore it) from his heart, and
that the least of faith.

Abu Huraira reported: The
Messenger of Allah (peace and
Blessings of Allah be upon him)
observed: You shall not enter Paradise
so long as you do not affirm belief (in all
these things which are the articles of
faith) and you will not believe as long as
you do not love one another: Should |
not direct you to a thing which if you do,
will foster love among you: i.e. give
currency to (the practice of paying
salutation( to one another by saying) as-
salamu Alaikum.®

(Extracted from Sirat-un-Nabi by
S.Sulaiman Nadwi, vol-4)

V.

N

Kerala will oppose NCERT textbook revision: Minister

Modification in portions related to Babri Masjid and Ayodhya in school text books by the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) is not acceptable to Kerala, Minister for General Education V. Sivankutty
has said.

Narrow ideological stance of any movement or propagation of their ideas is not what should be included in
textbooks. Actual history and science should be taught to students. This was the State’s stance and what it would
follow, a statement quoting the Minister here said on Tuesday.

The deliberate removal of certain portions from NCERT textbooks had led to many debates and discussions
across the country. There were apprehensions from many corners that these changes sabotaged Constitutional
values and secularism.

Acommittee, including State Council of Educational Research and Training (SCERT), education experts, teachers,
and social workers, was appointed to study the modifications in the NCERT textbooks in detail and analyse their
repercussions.

The findings underlined the need to protect values enshrined in the Constitution such as secularism, democracy,
and social justice.

The State prepared parallel textbooks that included portions removed by the NCERT as education that reflected its
cultural traditions, secular attitudes, and progressive thinking had to be imparted to students. These text-books
included social and cultural specialties of the country and the State and were faithful to Constitutional values. This
step by State led to many discussions around the country on content and character of education, and provided
hope to believers in secularism, the Minister said in the statement. B

(The Hindu — 19-6-2024) )
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Around the World

North Korea Condemns Drills By US, Japan
And S Korea As ‘Asian Nato’

North Korea denounced on June 30 joint military
drills by South Korea, Japan and the United
States, calling them an “Asian version of NATO”
and warning of “fatal consequences”.

It comes a day after the allies wrapped up three-
day exercises, dubbed “Freedom Edge”, in
ballistic missile and air defences, anti-
submarine warfare and defensive cyber
training.

U.S., South Korean and Japanese leaders
agreed at a trilateral summit last year to conduct
annual drills as a sign of unity in the face of
North Korea’'s nuclear threats and China’s
rising regional influence.

“We strongly denounce... provocative military
muscle-flexing against the DPRK,” Pyongyang’s
Foreign Ministry said in a statement carried by
the state-run KCNA news agency Sunday,
referring to the North’s official name. “The U.S.-
Japan-ROK relations have taken on the full-
fledged appearance of an Asian-version NATO,”
it said, warning of “fatal consequences”.®

US Is ‘Responsible’ For Deadly Ukrainian Attack
on Crimea, says Russia

Moscow: Russia said on Sunday that the United
States was responsible for a Ukrainian attack on
the Russian-annexed Crimean peninsula with
five US-supplied missiles that killed at least five
people including three children and injured 124
more.

The Russian Defence Ministry said four of the
US-delivered Army Tactical Missile System
(ATACMS) missiles, equipped with cluster
warheads, were shot down by air defence
systems and the ammunition of a fifth had
detonated in mid-air.

The ministry said US specialists had set the
missiles’ flight coordinates on the basis of
information from US spy satellites, meaning
Washington was directly responsible.
“Responsibility for the deliberate missile attack

on the civilians of Sevastopol is borne above all
by Washington, which supplied these weapons
to Ukraine, and by the Kyiv regime, from whose
territory this strike was carried out,” the ministry
said.

Russian-installed authorities in Crimea said
missile fragments had fallen just after noon near
a beach on the north side of the city of Sevastopol
where locals were holidaying.

Atleast 124 were injured, Russian Health Minister
Mikhail Murashko said. The injured included 27
children, five of whom are in a serious condition,
authorities said.

Russia will respond to Sunday’s attack, the
Defence Ministry said, without elaborating. The
Kremlin said President Vladimir Putin has been
“in constant contact with the military” since the
attack on Sevastopol.®

Israeli Pounds Gaza Following Evacuation
Order Which Will Affect 2.5 Lakh Residents
Israeli forces carried out deadly strikes on
southern Gaza and battled militants after
issuing an evacuation order which a UN agency
said would impact 2,50,000 Palestinians.
Witnesses reported intense bombing and
shelling around Khan Younis, southern Gaza’s
main city, from which Israeli troops withdrew in
early April after a devastating months-long
battle.

A hospital source in the city said shelling killed
eight persons and wounded more than 30
others.

The bombardment came after a rocket barrage
at southern Israel.

This was followed by an order to evacuate most
areas east of Khan Younis and in Rafah along
the borders with Israel and Egypt.

The UN agency supporting Palestinian
refugees estimated that a quarter of a million
people had been impacted since Israel’s army
issued a new evacuation order for parts of
southern Gaza a day earlier.®
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