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The Hajj is a victory for
Islamic nationalism over racial,
linguistic or territorial nationalisms
for which a large number of Muslim
countries also have, unfortunately,
fallen. It is a proclamation as well as
a most impressive manifestation of
Islamic nationalism. On reaching
there, the Muslims cast away their
national or local garments which
differentiate them from one another
and to which some of them have
become attached to the extent of
being clannish and parochial, and
put on the national robe of Islam,
called Ihram, and they all sing the
same song of humbleness and
submission.

O God! Here I am ! Here I am
in Thy presence! Thou hast no
partner! Here I am! All praise is for
Thee and from Thee are all
blessings! To Thee alone belongs
Power and Rule! Thou art without
partner!. 

Demostration of Islamic
Equality and Fraternity



[ 3 ]

THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, June 2024

CONTENTS

1- The Qur’an - The Hadith - 4

Editorial:

2- The Hajj - Shariq Alavi 5

Society:

3- A Thought-Provoking Speech - S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi 7

4- Call Towards Morality And - S.M. Rabey Hasan Nadwi 17

Message of Humanity

5- A Well-Intentioned Study And - Faizan Mustafa 21

A Demographic Myth

6- Rethink The Immunity Granted - M.R. Shamshad 25

To Governors

Seerah:

7- Islam is the Universal Religion - S. Sulaiman Nadwi 27

Education:

8- The Teachings of The Qur’an - S.Bilal Abdul Hai Hasani Nadwi 29

Religion

9- The Message of Eid-ul-Azha - Obaidur Rahman Nadwi 31

Pages  From Islamic History:

10- Faith In Allah - 33

11- Around The World - 39



[ 4 ]

THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, June 2024

Pearls From the
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)
Shaddad bin Aus relates that the Holy
Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be to him) said, “The
wise man is really one who keeps his
‘self’ under control and devotes
himself to acts beneficial in the next
world, while the foolish man is one who
devotes himself to his evil desires and
cherishes false hopes in his relation to
God.”

(Tirmidhi)

This hadith distinguishes between a wise
man and a foolish man. The former
realises the transitoriness of this physical
world while the latter spends his life in the
enjoyment of mundane pleasures.

The hadith brings into light two features of
such a person who is wise, spends his
life in accordance with God’s
commandments. One, he keeps his self
under perfect control; he is not a slave to
his desires. That is, he submits all his
desires, wishes and dreams to the Will of
Allah. The other feature is that he spends
his worldly life, keeping an eye on Life after
Death. He curbs his desires just to seek
the pleasure of God; he also earns and
spends only within the permissible limits.

Contrarily, a foolish person devotes his life
to the fulfilment of his evil desires in total
violation of moral codes of life. He fails to
distinguish good from evil. The hadith
points out the folly of such a person when
he hopes that God will admit him to
Paradise anyhow. Even in the so-called
enlightened era of today some people are
labouring under the burden of the same
erroneous notions.

Wisdom of Qur’an
“They will certainly carry their own
burdens and other burdens besides
their own. They will assuredly be called
to account on the Day of Resurrection
concerning the fabrications which they
contrived.”

(Al Qur’an – 29:13)

In the Day of Judgement not only will the
unbelievers be punished for straying from
the Truth, but they will also be taken to task
for misleading others. Let us, for example,
consider that one commits a theft and
asks another to be his accomplice in the
crime. Now, the latter will not be acquitted
on the mere plea that he so thieved at
someone else’s behest. He will be duly
punished for his crime, for it is against the
dictates of justice that he be exonerated
and the instigator be punished in his place.
The instigator, however, will receive a
double punishment – for his own misdeed
as well as for leading another stray.

As for fabrications, they say that if one
commits a crime at someone else’s
behest, the former will be exonerated on
the grounds that he committed the sin at
someone else’s instigation and, hence, the
latter will be made to bear the entire burden
of the sin. Secondly, they falsely promised
that they would bear responsibility on
behalf of those who reverted from true faith
to unbelief. On the Day of Judgement
when, contrary to their expectations, they
will come face to face with Hell, they will
not be at all willing to suffer for the sins of
those whom they misled in this world in
addition to suffering from their own
unbelief.
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Editor’s  Note

The Hajj
The Hajj is one of the basic pillar (Rukn) of Islam for those Muslims who can physically

and financially afford it. The occasion of its performance comes only once in a year. Its
significance is such that whole community gets electrified and activated. This year it falls in
the third week of June.
The Holy Qur’an says:

“And proclaim unto mankind the pilgrimage (The Hajj). They will come unto thee on
foot and also on every lean camel; they will come from every “deep ravine that they may
witness things that are of benefit to them, and mention the name of Allah on appointed days
over the beast of cattle that He heth bestowed upon them. Then eat there of and feed there
with the poor and the distressed. Then let them make an end of their unkeptness and pay
their vows and go around the ancient House (The Ka’ba)” (xxii:27 -29)

Imam Ghazali writes: “If there is an earnest desire for nearness to God, a Muslim will
be compelled to strive for it. A lover is passionately attached to every thing that bears an
association with the beloved. The House of Ka’ba is associated with God and a Muslim
should, therefore, instinctively feel drawn to it, to speak nothing of the attraction of the
Recompense promised on it.” (Ihya-ul-Uloom, Vol 1 p:24)

To those who will be in the sacred land of Arab and also those who intend to go
there in near future following advice is being offered:
1. Remember that you are on a blessed journey. This journey, which is a migration toward

Allah, is based on belief in His Unity (tawheed), on sincerity toward Him, on responding to
His call, and on obedience to His commands. There is no greater reward than that of a
Hajj which is acceptable to Allah Ta’alah-the reward of the Garden of Paradise.

2. Be on your guard against the mischief of Satan, who intends to cause dissention among
you. Love each other as brothers and avoid disputes and disobedience to Allah. Know
that the Messenger of Allah (may peace and blessings of Allah be on him) said,” None of
you has truly relived unless he likes for his brother what the likes for himself.”

3. Whenever you have a question concerning religious matters or concerning the Hajj, ask
knowledgeable Muslims until you receive a satisfactory answer. This is in accordance
with what Allah has said: “If ye realise this not, ask of those who possess the Message.”
It is also in accordance with what the Prophet (PBUH) has said: “When Allah intends
good for someone, He gives him understanding of the religion.”

4. Know that Allah has made certain acts fard (obligatory) and other acts sunnah (according
to the practice of the Prophet, peace be on him). Allah does not accept a sunnah which
violates some fard. Some pilgrims ignore this fact when they harm believing men and
women in their zeal to kiss the Black Stone, to hasten in their circuits around the k’abah,
to make salah behind the Station of Ibraheem, to drink from Zamzam, and similar practices.
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These practices are sunnah. To harm any believer in doing them is haram (prohibited).
How is it possible to carry out a sunnah observance while doing a haram deed? Therefroe,
avoid hurting each other, and Allah will grant you His mercy and will increase your reward.

We would also like to emphasize the following:
(a) It is not fitting that a Muslim man performs his Salat next to, or behind a woman in the

Sacred Mosque or at any other place if it is at all possible to avoid doing so. Women
should pray behind men.

(b) The doors and entrances to the Sacred Mosque are for traffic and should not be
blocked by people praying there, even though if it is to join the congregational prayer
that may be in progress.

(c) It is not permissible to block the free flow of people around the K’abah by sitting near
the K’abah, by praying near it, or by standing near the Black Stone, or al-Hijr or at the
Station of Ibraheem, especially when the place is crowded, as this is a source of harm
to other people,

(d) While safeguarding the dignity of Muslims is a fard, kissing the Black Stone is a sunnah,
A fard cannot be sacrificed for a sunnah, When the area is crowded, it is sufficient to
point to the Black Sane, saying “Allahu akbar,” and to continue to move with the flow
of people without causing a break in the lines. Indeed, keeping an easy flow during
circuits is the most commendable thing.

(e) It is not a sunnah to kiss the Yamani corner, but to touch it with the right hand, if it is
not overcrowded, and say: “Bismillahi wal-Iahu akbar,” But if it is difficult to touch it,
then move on, do not point to it with your hand, or say  takbir, For it is not reported of
the Prophet. It is mustahabb (good) to recite the following supplication in between the
Yamani corner and the Black Stone:

“Rabbana atina fid-donya hasanatan wa fil-akhirati hasanatan wa qina adhaban-nar”,
(f) In the wake of terrorism all around and recent attempts of explosions in various parts

of Saudi Arabia particulary near the Masjid Nabvi in Madina pilgrims should remain
cautious and alert .

Finally, the best advice we can give is that one should follow the Book of Allah and
the sunnah of His Messenger (peace be on him) in all what one does.

“Obey Allah and the Messenger in order that you may receive mercy,”
S.A.
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Surely We created men of the best
stature

Then We reduced him to the lowest of
the low.

 —(xcv : 4-5)

Friends and Brothers

Today I will begin my speech with
the remark to which I have been guided
by the verses of the Quran that have just
been recited. These verses have shown
me the path of speaking to you. I am
going to begin with something that may
startle you. The Western World which
stretches from Europe to the Americas
is most fortunate, and yet it is most
unfortunate. Such a big contradiction, in
the same breath, may seem strange to
you, but the verses which have been
read to you, too, would appear self-
contradictory, though they convey a
profound reality. The same is the case
with the whole of the West which, for
reasons to go into which will be
unnecessary here, has been vested by
God with the leadership of the world. I
have discussed at length in my book.
Islam and the World, how universal
leadership came to pass into the hands
of the West. So, as I have said, what is

A Thought-Provoking Speech*
- S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

true of man is, also, true of this part of
the world. It is, at once, lucky and unlucky.
It would not have mattered much had it
been its own affair. Nations have risen
to great heights in the past, and, then,
their decline has set in and they have
fallen into the abyss of obscurity. There
would have been no reason for us to pay
a particular attention if it appertained to
a mere country. But when that country is
in the position of leadership and its
influence is felt throughout the world, it
assumes serious proportions.

America is fortunate because
Nature has been most generous to it.
The Lord has bestowed His gifts lavishly
upon this country. Its people are
resourceful and enterprising. They are
full of enthusiasm for living. They have
been granted such a tenacity of
purpose, resoluteness and pertinacity
that they have made their country a
paradise on earth. They have unraveled
the mysteries of nature and harnessed
its forces to their use. In the words of
Iqbal, they have “enchained the rays of
the sun”, and “sought the orbits of the
stars”. They have turned the dust into
gold. Now, in this land wealth pours down
from the skies and rivers of milk and
honey flow. This is the result of the
galvanic spirit, robust imagination and
unflagging eagerness of the American
people. The United States not only

* This speech was delivered on June 6,
1977 in the Hall of the Divinity College of
Harvard University.
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abounds in mineral resources, but has,
also, the hands to exploit them. In this
respect, it is exceedingly fortunate and
the whole world is, as if it were, keenly
desirous to prove it. Everyone is a
beggar at its door, eager to solicit its
favours. But their ingenuity, sense of
discipline and capacity for
management, the people here have
organised their life so well that the world
at large is benefiting from it. In the
material and economic fields they are
supreme.

You can justly be envious of
America and admire it as much as you
like. I do not believe in partisanship
whether religious, social or political. One
must give praise where praise is due.

But, at the same time, this country
is most unfortunate. I say it with a full
sense of responsibility. Many of you may
be shocked at it, but it is a fact.

He who enchained the sunbeams

It has been a tragedy not only for
America but the whole of mankind chat
it concentrated entirely on material
progress and made the physical world
the sole sphere of its activity. It would
have been a different story had it
received correct guidance and the boon
and blessing of true faith had reached
it, and the Americans had, also, paid
attention to morality with equal
earnestness and enthusiasm and
looked for the portents of God in Anfas
i. e., within themselves, and not only in

Afaq i, e. , the horizons. If the intellectual
faculties of the Americans had not been
directed altogether towards finding a
clue to the mysteries of nature and they,
also, had cared to discover the secrets
of the self—of the heart and the soul—,
they would have realised that the world
of heart was immeasurably more
extensive than the world of matter, so
much so that if the whole of the universe
was dropped -into the heart of man it
would get lost like a pebble in an ocean.
The people of America would, then, have
been able to appreciate correctly the
place of man in the grand design of
creation. Of the time and energy they
have recklessly spent on material
sciences, and, as we all know, with what
results, we have it in the Quran :

And that man hath only that for
which he maketh effort,

And that his effort will be seen.

And afterward he will be repaid for
it with fullest payment.

–(LIII : 39-41)

Each do We supply, both these
and those, from the bounty of thy Lord;

And the bounty of the Lord can
never we walled up.

—(XVII : 20)

Whatever field man chooses for
himself, God will grant him success in
it. Their is no limit to it; no thus far and
no further. The consequences of the
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enterprise and industry of the West are
before us. The world has shrunk and
man has subjugated it for his own ends
and interests. Had the Westerners
exerted themselves, in the same way,
on the heart, soul, and belief, the world
would have known the true station of
humanity. When the West worked on a
tree, it produced from it a fruit no one
could dream of. Identically, when it turned
to Physics, Chemistry and Botany, it
discovered new worlds. In  the earlier
days people were not inclined to believe
in the plurality of the worlds and those
who made such a claim were
remorselessly punished by the Papal
authority. But, today, a new world is
being discovered in almost everything.
In the same way, had the West known
the true station a humanity and
appreciated the distinction God had
conferred upon man, the history of our
race would have been different.

Most appropriate religion

Two events were largely
responsible for the tragedy which
overtook not only the West, but the
whole of mankind. One was the arrival
of Christianity in the Western
hemisphere. We, the Muslims, are, also,
to blame and however much were we
to regret it, it would not be unjustified.
The fact is that the most appropriate
religion for this part of the world would
have been Islam which awakened the
latent human capabilities, gave
encouragement to intellect, and made

man self-reliant and self-respecting.
Says the Quran:

Surely We created man of the best
stature.

—-(XCV: 4)

Verily We have honoured the
children of Adam.

We carry them on the land and the
sea, and have made provision of good
things for them, and have preferred them
over many of those whom We created
with a marked preferment.

—(XVII : 70)

Lo ! I am about to place a viceroy
in the earth.

–(11: 30)

Islam places the crown of
Vicegerency on man’s head than which
there can be no greater honour. The
whole structure of Islam is based upon
the doctrine of Divine Unity and when it
declares that man is Khaleefat-ul-Laah
i. e., the Vicegerent of God on earth, it
elevates him so much that one cannot
think of a higher and nobler concept of
humanity. Thus, in a Tradition, it is stated
that on the Day of Judgement God will
say to His bondsman, “I fell ill and you
did not visit Me.” The bondsman will
reply, “Thou art the Lord of the Worlds.
How could I visit Thee ?” God will,
thereupon, say, “Did you not know that
such and such a bondsman of Mine was
ill and you did not care to visit him? Had
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you gone to see him in order to comfort
or help, you would have found Me with
him.” God, again, will say, “O son of
Adam ! I asked you for food, but you did
not give it to Me.” The bondsman will
reply, “Thou art the Lord of the Worlds.
How could I give Thee food God will,
then, say, “Are you not aware that such
and such a bondsman of Mine begged
you for food and you did not give it to
him. Had you fed him you would have
found it with Me.” God, again, will say,
“O son of Adam ! I was naked, but you
did not cover Me with a garment.” The
bondsman will reply, “Thou art the Lord
of the Worlds. How could I clothe Thee?”
God will, then, say, “Such and such a
bondsman of Mine begged you for
something to wear and you did not give
it to him. Had you done that the dress
would have reached Me.”

What greater honour can there be
for mankind? Islam, further, tells that man
is sinless by birth, his nature is pure, and
his slate is clean. A Tradition has it that
“every child is born on its nature i. e.,
pure and guiltless and it is its parents
who make it a Jew, Christian or Fire-
worshipper.” They dye it in their own hue
otherwise when a man is born he is on
the Colour of Allah. Islam teaches that
the innate characteristic, the
fundamental reality of human nature is
submission. There is no defect in it. It is
basically sound. The Quran says : It gets
what it earns, and it suffers what it earns.
(Il : 286 )which means that it is beneficial

for man what he earns and it is harmful
for him what he earns with effort. The
good deed a man does is in conformity
with his nature while the wrong part he
pursues is in defiance of it. The
assertion that the good deeds of man
are in response to his natural instincts
whereas his misdeeds are, so to speak,
a revolt against himself bears a most
eloquent testimony to the inherent purity
of human nature.

So, Islam was the most suitable
religion for this land. Had a union taken
place between the two, the history of
mankind would have taken a different
course. On the one side, there would
have been the unbounded natural
resources of America, the tremendous
vitality, resoluteness and enterprise of
its people— the will to forge ahead and
to win new laurels, and, on the other’ the
moderation of Islam, its message of
hope and confidence its incomparable
quality of being the Faith of Nature and
its insistance on the intrinsic innocence
of man i. e., the doctrine that man is born
free from sin and if he goes astray and
falls into error, it is a passing phase and
the rust that is formed on his heart as a
result of it disappears as soon as he
resolves to offer sincere repentance
which is not a thing of constraint, but an
inborn impulsion, and, that is why, a high
place has been given to those who
repent after sinning.

 Islam gives encouragement to the
creativeness of man and arouses his
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dormant capabilities. It is the faith of
Monotheism, of the Oneness of God.
There is no speculative philosophy or
empty idealism in it. It is based on solid
facts and is such a simple religon that
anyone can easily understand it. It does
not put fetters on life, nor places
obstacles in the path of knowledge, but
elevates learning to an act of worship. It
calls on man to study and reflect.

And in earth are portents for those
whose faith is sure, and (also) in
yourselves. Can ye then not see?

 —(LI: 20-21)

(Who) reflect upon the creation of
the heavens and the earth (and say) :
Our Lord ! Thou createdst not this in vain.

—(111 : 191)

We shall show them Our portents
on the horizons and within themselves.

—(XLI : 53)

Islam does not imprison the
mind. On the contrary, it demands of
man to make the fullest use of his mental
faculties.

And those who, when they are
reminded of the revelations of their Lord,
fall not deaf and blind thereat (but listen
attentively and cogitate).

—(xxv : 73)

But, alas, the West opted out for a
faith which upheld the doctrine of the
Original Sin and gave rise to the worst

kind of pessimism and frustration by
hammering into man the belief that to
sin was his destiny, and destiny was
unalterable. Or, in other words, it was a
hereditary trait with him, a congenital
disease. It is a different matter that a man
goes wrong and transgresses against
a God-given law, but realises his
mistake  and makes amends for it. But
if the idea is implanted in his mind that
he is a born sinner, you can imagine to
what abnormal reactions will he fall a
prey.

Thus, one misfortune of this
country was that it chose a religion
which did not raise the stature of
humanity, but put the mark of disgrace
on its forehead and persuaded it to
believe that it needed a personality that
could redeem it by offering an
atonement for its misdeeds. To make
the matters worse, the inclination for
monasticism and renunciation of the
world soon appeared in the West.

The Church put impediments in the
path of knowledge and
understanding

The other calamity was that when
the Church was in the ascendant, the
ecclesiastics blocked the path of
knowledge and investigation. At a time
Europe was waking up and breaking the
chains, the Papal authority stood before
it like a thick wall and started measuring
everything with its own yardstick. The
Church opposed when it was claimed
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that the earth was round. Bruno, whose
only crime was that he taught the plurality
of the worlds, was declared a heretic
and burnt alive, and Galileo another
scientist of no less worth, was punished
till he died in prison for having held that
the earth moved round the sun. The
inquisition was established which
performed its duty with such savage
alacrity that the number of persons tried
and punished by it was, in no way, less
than the casualties in the last war.

The two things combined to turn
the face of Europe decidedly towards
materialism. The enlightened sections
among the Europeans developed a
strong aversion to everything
associated with the ecclesiastics. They
began to exhibit a definite intolerance
of every kind of spiritual control. The
feelings of disgust and disdain were
directed not against a particular religion,
but against the whole concept of
religious belief and worship. In its haste,
the West decided that no progress could
be made until religion was discouraged
and the bonds of slavery to the Church
were broken. Europe, thus, rose openly
in revolt against the Church and set out
on the journey of materialism, the
mournful consequences of which stare
us in the face everywhere.

Gentlemen, it is a long and painful
story. You all are educated people and
you must have read about it. Besides,
the University at which I am speaking
today is universally recognised as a

great seat of I will, therefore, not go into
the details.

Western Civilisation has completed
its action

The Western Civilisation has
reached the highest point of its
development. No one knows the
mysteries of the universe save God, nor
can anyone say, positively, what lies in
store for us tomorrow. But, as the case
is at present, this Civilisation has
brought forth the best fruits it was
capable of bearing. Now, we are
standing at the corss-roads of history.
The Western Civilisation has almost
completed its action, and America,
which is a major centre of it, is swaying
merrily in the swing of its attainments. It
can proudly claim to have lifted every veil
from the face of Nature and unfolded all
its secrets—distances have been
reduced and man is enjoying all the
facilities he could think of.

Nevertheless, the heart of man is
devoid of peace. His soul is unhappy.
He has reached a stage where life
seems meaningless. He is dazed and
bewildered. What was needed at this
juncture was that men were born in this
very country who could pull it out of the
morass of frustration and
disillusionment, give it a new message
and breathe a new life into it. The life is
moving at a pace that has left man
breathless. The modern Civilisation is
taking him at break-neck speed, he
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knows not where. Neither the reins are
his hands nor are his feet in the stirrups.

Ray of hope

I do not believe in the philosophy
of chance happenings feel that there is
the Hand of God behind everything that
takes place. That is the Measuring of
the Mighty, the Wise. (XXXVI :37). You
have come to live here in large
numbers. There are not merely manual
workers among you, but some highly
gifted Muslims as well who are studying
in the universities and engaged in
valuable scientific investigation. Many of
you have made your mark as scholars
and researchists. What is more, Islam
is spreading in America. It has made a
dent. A number of Americans have
either embraced Islam or are ready to
do so. Our Black Muslim brethren are a
source of strength to us. This country, in
brief, seems to be taking a new turn and
a new ray of hope is appearing. Due to
our shortsightedness and internal
dissensions we, in the past, lost the
opportunity to come to its aid. Had Islam
been propagated in Europe when the
Ottomans had established their rule
over a part of the Continent, or, even
earlier, when the Moors had swept over
Spain, the West, today, would not be
finding itself in this predicament. It would
not have been caught in the quagmire
of materialism.

But, unfortunately, we did not rise
to the occasion. How much do I wish that

the Muslim evangelists had reached
here when they had set out into the world
in the early centuries of Islam. It is said
that the Muslims had discovered
America before Columbus. How
wonderful it would have been had they
taken advantage of it and given the
message of Islam to the New World. But
it was not to be, and the Islamic
countries have been paying the penalty
for the last two hundred years. I believe
that the way the Muslim countries have,
today, become the lackeys of the West
and the treatment they are receiving at
its hands is a punishment for the failure
the of Muslims to convey to it the
Message of God at the proper time.

But now the circumstances are
taking a favourable course. Muslims are
migrating to America, in a steady
stream; from different lands and for
different reasons. There is no Islamic
country whose finest young men are not
found here. Lastly, a large number of
enterprising people are coming to it
from the country where the House of
ka’aba is situated. You should, now,
realise your responsibility which does
not lie merely in acquiring higher
education or solving your economic
problem. You are not here only to earn
and take back the money to your native
lands and provide for your families. You
should know that it is your duty to give
this country what it lacks. If you look at
its material attainments and scientific
advancement, it presents a true picture
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of the Divine pronouncement, Surely We
created man of the best stature, but if
you think over its moral bankruptcy and
the agony of its soul, you will find it at
the level of the lowest of the low.
Intellectual maturity and puerility exist
side by side in America. On the one
hand, the Americans are going to the
moon, and, on the other, they are sinking
into the lowest depths of moral
degradation. The country that solved all
the problems is finding itself helpless in
providing a solution to the moral crisis
of its youth. As Iqbal had said:

He who enchained the sunbeams
could not

Unfurl the dawn on life’s dark night.

I say it without hesitation that there
is no Muslim country which can look the
Westerners in the face and say: “See it
is here that you stumbled. With us is the
panacea of your ills and the balm for
your inner wounds. It is the Quran and
the teachings of our Prophet.” The bitter
truth is that we have made ourselves
unworthy of speaking to the West like
men. We carry a heavy load of gratitude
to it on our heads, and are immersed
from head to foot in its favours. Our
ignorance deposes against us. Our
poverty shouts from the house-tops. Our
arm is stretched out for alms. Such
being the case, how can an Islamic
country speak, like an equal, to the
West which has the whip in hand and
enjoys every kind of superiority—

intellectual, political and economic?
Which Muslim country is there that can
express the mildest criticism of the
West or offer a suggestion ?

Your station is of men who invite to
goodness

You may ascribe it to my
imagination, but I will urge upon you to
show them by your conduct and way of
life that you have something to give to
the West. You are not here simply to
take, but are, also, capable of giving.
No matter whether you are a University
teacher or a student or working in a firm,
you can prove the authenticity of Islam
to those with whom you live or
associate. You can arouse in them the
feeling that Islam can still give them
something. In spite of possessing
everything, they are paupers; they are
insolvent from within. They are not
deriving the advantage they should be
from their material achievements. The
real fruits of scientific and technological
progress have been eluding them. You
should have, first, faith in yourselves, in
your station as the givers of the call to
goodness. You are not mere gleaners
to pick up the droppings. You can, also,
fill their bowl with your own grain. It may
sound preposterous in the present
circumstances and many of my brothers
and sisters may be wondering to what
world do I belong.

 But the Quran and the example of
the Prophet fill me with faith and hope.
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The sacred Prophet had sent the
following  epistle to Caesar, who ruled
over half of the then known world, when
there was not enough to eat in his own
house and the  Muslim State had not
been established in Medina.

In the Name of Allah, the Most
Benevolent, the Most Merciful

From Mohammad, the
bondsman and Messenger of Allah,

to Heraclius, the Emperor of
Rome.

Peace be upon him who follows
the Guidance. I invite you to the
message of Islam. Accept Islam and you
shall be delivered: two-fold will be Allah’s
reward to you. But if you turn away then
on you will rest the sin of (the denial of)
your community. Oh People of the
Scripture ! Come to an agreement on a
thing that is common between us and
you : that we shall worship none but
Allah, and ascribe no partner unto Him,
and that none of us shall take others for
lords beside Allah. And if you turn back
upon it then bear witness that we are
they who have surrendered (unto Him).

I am a follower of the Prophet who,
with utmost self-reliance and trust in
God, gave the call of Islam to the
mightiest ruler of his time and in
circumstances of utter poverty and
powerlessness. When oven is not
lighted in his house for months, when
members of his household do not have

a satisfactory meal even for two
consecutive days, when his coffers are
empty and his followers are few in
number, he says to the Roman Emperor.
“Accept Islam and you shall be
delivered.” We are the adherents of that
Apostle. We must summon up courage
to give to these people what they need,
to make them realise that we possess
what they are, regrettably, wanting in,
and without which the Western
Civilisation is doomed. This Civilisation
is ready to commit suicide. If anything
can save it, it is the guidance of the
Quran. A harmonious blending has to be
worked out between material progress
and spiritual values. Disaster awaits the
world if materialism gains the upper
hand over morality. This is the call our
Islamic countries should give. They
should tell plainly to the West, “Look
here. You are drowning and we can save
you.” But is anyone of them in that
position? We have forfeited the right to
do so. We are the hangers-on of the
West. None of the Islamic countries has
the courage to tell the West what ails its
civilisation. They consider the Western
Civilisation the last word in perfection.
As someone has said, “The Qibla of the
world is Haram , and the Qibla of Haram
is America.” I make bold to say that,
today, the Islamic countries and the
Muslim ruling classes are incapable of
giving any call to the West. But you can
perform the duty by displaying self-
confidence, by presenting before them
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a solid example of the Islamic way of
life and by learning to be proud of your
Faith. You should be grateful to the Lord
for these favours. Through Namaz,
supplication and freedom from servility
to worldly ends and interests you should
demonstrate the world that materialism
can never enslave your hearts and
minds. You have not yet lost the ability
to judge between good and evil. Worldly
goods are not everything in your sight;
not even this existence. Hereafter is an
article of faith with you. You hold as true
that there is to come another life and
another world at the end of this of mortal
life. You believe that God is All-powerful,
He has control over all things, and His
good pleasure is the extreme limit of
felicity and good fortune. God has given
you the opportunity to acquaint the
Americans with the realities that have
receded into oblivion and Christianity
has failed to revive them in spite of the

vast resources at its disposal. You can
discharge that responsibility, all your
faults and weaknesses notwithstanding.

Friends ! I have taken a lot of your
time. But you must make an allowance
for the burning of my heart. Listen to the
cry of anguish that rises from the depths
of my soul. I can now attest before the
Lord to have given the Azan in the
biggest idol-hall of the world, and
conveyed His Guidance to what can be
the most appropriate place in the
modern world. I shall deem myself
successful if I have been able to evoke
a sympathetic response in even one of
my listeners here.

May Allah take from you, in an
increasing degree, the service of his
Faith and make you more useful to Islam
and to this country than to yourselves,
to your families, and to your native
lands! 

Reverence For the Holy Qur’an

Muslims hold the Holy Qur’an in great reverence. They do not consider

the Qur’an as merely a book of wise sayings, moral teachings, and social laws

to be put into practice whenever convenient. They rather take it as a Word of

Allah and a Divine Revelation from beginning to end both in word and meaning,

which is fully secure from alteration. They touch it only when they are clean, read

it after making ablution, and keep it respectfully at a high place. 
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Call Towards Morality and Message of Humanity
- S.M. Rabey Hasan Nadwi*

Apart from calling the people
towards purification of creeds, the
Prophet (SAW) called them with all his
might and main towards having good
morals. He said to them: ‘Do evolve in
your elves the humanitarian
characteristics. Do adorn yourselves
with virtues of being compassionate
towards the humanity, having mutual
commiseration and feeling of fraternity.
Do refrain from hurting others and shun
all such acts as lead to depravation. Be
kind and polite to everyone.’ He told
them how it is that Allah Almighty
comports Himself:

(Those who are merciful are dealt
with by the most merciful the superb
and the sublime. Be merciful to those
who are on earth, you would be dealt
with mercy by one who is in the
heaven .)

He brought the moral teachings
and instructions contained in the holy
Quran as well as those conveyed to him
directly to the people’s notice. The
injunctions which the previous peoples
were given through their respective
Prophets were accorded recognition,
simply by getting mentioned in the holy
Quran, as ways practicable for all times
to come. They, too, were conveyed to
the people by  the Prophet (SAW). The

first and foremost message and
teaching among the moral injunctions
given in these (Quranic) verses is that
of ‘Tauheed’ and of worshipping the One
and the Only Allah. Alongside it,
instructions are also there to acquire
morals that are good, righteous and
indicative of humanitarian compassion.
By way of instance, verses of the Sura
‘Isra’ are reproduced hereunder:

(And thy Lord has decreed that you
should worship none but Him and
show kindness to parents; and if
either of them or both of them attain
old age with thee, say not unto them:
pooh! And browbeat them not, and
speak to them a respectful speech,
And lower unto them the wing of
meekness out of mercy, and say:
Lord! Have mercy on the twain as
they brought me up when young. Your
Lord is the best knower of what is in
your souls; if you have been righteous,
then he is unto thee penitent,
forgiving. And give thou to the
kinsman his due, and also to the
needy and wayfarer; and squander
not in squandering. Truly the
squanders are the brethren of the
devils. and the Devil is ever
ungrateful to his Lord. And thou
turnest away from them awaiting a
mercy from thy Lord which thou
hippest, then speak to them a gentle* Former Rector, Nadwatul-Ulama, Lucknow.
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word. Let not .your hand chained to
your neck, nor stretch it forth to its
extremity, lest you sit down
reproached, improvised. Verily thy
Lord extends the provision for whom
He will, and measure it out, He is in
respect of His creatures Aware,
Beholder. Kill not your offspring for
fear your want. We provide for them
and for yourselves; their killing is
great crime. And do not approach
adultery; it is ever a abomination and
vile as a pathway. And do not kill
anyone whom Allah has forbidden
except by right, and whoever is killed
wrongfully, We have surely given his
of-kin authority; so let him not exceed
in killing; verily he is succoured. And
do not approach the substance of an
orphan save with what is best, until
he reaches the age of strength. And
fulfil the covenant; verily the covenant
shall be questioned about. And give
full measures when you measure, and
weight with an even balance, that is
good, and the best interpretation. And
do not thou go after that of which thou
hast no knowledge verily the hearing
and the sight and the hearts, each of
them shall be questioned about. And
do not thou walk on the earth strut
tingly, verily thou will not by any means
rend the earth, nor canst thou attain
the mountain in stature. Each of
these! Their vice is to thy Lord ever
detestable. That is part of that
wisdom which thy Lord has Revealed

to thee. and set not up thou along with
Allah another God, lest thou be cast
into Hell reproved,damned.)

(Al-Israa : 23-39)

These were the matters
conveyed, under the religion of Islam, by
the holy Prophet, Mohammad (SAW), to
the inhabitants of Makkah. Thereafter,
the attention of the Arab, in general, was
drawn towards them. And, then, they
were assigned the responsibility of
having them conveyed to the peoples
upcoming in tuture up till the Doomsday.

They were told that Islam
comprises the creed and the practice
both. Detail of the creed have been
mentioned above. In respect of practice,
subject to this creed, four kinds of
practices have been specified. Taken
all together they make the five pillars that
Islam stands on. The first one is the
creed that comprises Faith in Tuheed
(unity of Allah), Risalat (Prophecy or the
mission of the Prophet), Akhirat (The
Hereafter), Divine Books, Angels and
the Fate. This is the first pillar of Islam.
The rest four pillars that pertain to
practice consist of: Namaz (prayer),
Roza (fasting), Zakat (almsgiving), and
Hajj (pilgrimage). These five pillars have
been described in the Prophet (SAW)’s
tradition thus:

(Islam is founded on five basics:
1: To bear witness that there is no God
but Allah, and that Muhammad (SAW)
is His Prophet. 2: To establish Namaz.
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3: To pay Zakat. 4: To perform Hajj of
Allah’s house. And 5: To observe fast
during the month of Ramadan.

It was clarified that these were
merely the essential deeds of worship
and obedience. After having them
performed, the life should be adorned
with good morals and virtues. Tyranny,
iniquity and vices should be refrained
from.

It is this message of Islam that was
consigned to the Prophet (SAW) in
culminated and perpetual from and the
success was made restricted, up till the
Doomsday, within only the sphere of
injunctions and instructions imparted by
him (SAW). It was proclaimed that:

(The religion that has Allah’
consent is Islam. (Aal-e-Imran:19)
Furthermore, it was also proclaimed
that:

(And whoso ever seeks a religion
other than Islam, it hall not be accepted
of him and in the Hereafter he shall be
of the lost.)

(Aal-e-Imran : 85)

 Thus, it has been made explicitly
evident that the recourse to salvation
rests only with the pursuance of
teachings and instructions imparted by
Islam. If anyone wanted, abandoning
them and taking to any other course of
action, to achieve success and salvation
in the Hereafter, he would not be able to
achieve that objective. He would simply

fail. All these instructions and injunctions
were conveyed by Prophet Mohammad
(SAW), as best as he could, to all the
people who came in contact with him.
Whichever of them were possible to be
demonstrated in practice were
demonstrated practically, too, by him
(SA W). Thus, this treasure of teachings
and instruction and the Prophet’s
exemplification is spread over, and
covers, all the aspects of human life. It
is a bounty conferred on man by none
other but the Creator and Master of man
Himself Who is well conversant with
man’s need and dispositions. Hence,
the articles, whether of Faith or Practice,
prescribed by Him through His Prophet
have fully taken into account the benefits
and interests of human beings,
particularly when the Entity of the
Almighty Providence Himself is the One
Who has created each and every one
and He Himself only knows well the
dispositions and requirements of each
and every one. His wont is Mercy and
Magnanimity and He has even defined
Himself to be so. He says:

(Will not He Who has created knows?
He is subtle, the Aware) (Al-Mulk: 14)

These are the precepts and
concepts holding which aloft, Islam
made its outset and up-till the
Doomsday follower of Islam and the
believers are under command to keep
complying with them.
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At all events, the chain of the
phenomena of sending the Prophet that
had been started for the purpose of
conveying this message and the Divine
call to man was culminated and taken
to its climax with the advent of Prophet
of Allah, Hazrat Muhammad (SAW). It is
this very Prophet of the last phase
(SAW) who had this religion of truth, the
responsibility of whose propagation he
was entrusted with, progressed and
promulgated after having made
strenuous struggles and strifes and
having endured great agonies and
afflictions. Ultimately he had himself
acquitted of his obligation, after having
got it reached to the point of perfection.
In its process, his endurance, fortitude,
compassion and pity for humanity,
probity and wisdom got fully
demonstrated. And whoever, and as and
when, got in accord with his mission and
message, gave, too, emulating the
above mentioned virtues of the Prophet
(SAW), the proof of his endurance and
perseverance on the path of the truth.

It was decreed by Allah Almighty
that this mission was to be fulfilled, and
the Prophet and whoever happened to
be following in his footsteps had to
endure all sorts of torments and tortures
in fulfillment of this mission. Moreover,
it was not only the reform of the people
of Makkah and its surroundings that they
had to be content with. Instead, it was
the reform of the entire world that was
to be had in view as the main objective.

They were assured by Allah Almighty of
His Help in their efforts to have this
mission performed. The verdict was:

(If you succour Allah, He will succour
you and make your feet firm.)

(Mohammad: 7)

Hence, he (SAW) and his followers
had to endure at individual level, during
his 13 years long missionary work in
Makkah, all sorts of persecutions. And,
then, for having the job carried out
collectively, the nearby city, Madinah
Tayyabah, known then as Yathrab, had
to be adopted as a base. And, because
of it getting adopted and after that its
people had extended their full
cooperation, this city was made by Allah
Almighty, in view of various peculiarities
it had, the hub of the missionary work.
That is, the reinforcements for the
expansion of the missionary work were
to be dispatched constantly from here
and the entire world was to be called
towards accepting this order of life
favoured and approved by Allah
Almighty. And, when the tenure of his
holy life, during which he had his
responsibility fulfilled up to the extent of
the fixed target, got close to its end, it
was proclaimed that:

(This day I have perfected your
religion for you and have completed
My favour upon you, and have chosen
for you ISLAM as religion.) 

(Al-Maida: 3)
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A Well-Intentioned Study And A Demographic Myth
- Faizan Mustafa*

All is well with the religious
minorities in India is the short conclusion
of the report of the Prime Minister’s
Economic Advisory Council (PM-EAC),
that has also revived the debate about
Muslim population growth. Though the
report is well intentioned and has been
prepared to demonstrate how India’s
minorities in general and Muslims in
particular are absolutely safe and face
no discrimination or persecution at all,
it has caused a stir.

The timing of the report, its use of
almost a decade-old data, its not
highlighting the nearly 1,520% increase
in share in the total population of
Buddhists, and, further, that for every one
Muslim, five Hindus were born during
this period, that the Hindu population
(320 million in 1950) has tripled, and
that the Total Fertility Rate (TFR) of
Muslim women saw a drop by 2.05 as
against Hindu women’s TFR by 1.36,
have all made it controversial.

The report is being used to
substantiate the old Hindutva myth of
Hindus being in danger of becoming a
minority in a country of their own. When
Hindus could retain their majority status
during the 800 years of so-called Muslim
rule, how can they be in danger today?
It was in 2015 that the Member of
Parliament from Unna had said that
Hindus should produce at least four
children. With Hindus 79.80% of India’s

population and Muslims at 14.23%,
should Hindus really fear losing their
majority status? Demographers see no
such danger.

The rhetoric, veiled and otherwise

Some leaders of today, who have
mastered the art of polarising voters,
have presented it as proof of the so-
called ‘population jihad’, with India in
danger of becoming an Islamic state.
Let us not entirely blame them. More
than 115 years ago, a book authored
by Upendra Nath Mukerji, A Dying
Race, had argued that Hindu numbers
were dwindling and might just disappear
like the indigenous population of New
Zealand. Mukerji was honest enough to
admit that there was no actual decrease
in number. But then can the higher
fertility rate of any group be the only
yardstick to determine its status? In fact,
higher fertility rates are proof of illiteracy
and poor economic conditions. Ideally,
we need to look at a group’s
educational, social and economic
conditions to find out its share in the
national pie. How the group is
represented in the power structure of the
state is the real test of its wellbeing.

Last year, the Union Finance
Minister spoke at the Peterson Institute
for International Economics (PIIE), U.S.
In response to a question by PILE
President Adam S. Posen about
reports in the western media about
Indian Muslims, she used the increase* The writer is a constitutional law expert.
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in population as proof of all being well
with Indian Muslims. She said, “India
has the second largest Muslim
population in the world and that
population is only growing in numbers.
If there is perception,.. their lives are
difficult or made difficult with the support
of the state..., will the Muslim population
be growing than what it was in 1947?”

There is some merit in the
statement as, factually speaking, India
is indeed the second largest Muslim
country after Indonesia in the world —
as the President of India said in 2023
— and by 2050, it would be the home
of the largest Hindu population as well
as Muslim population. Indeed, Indian
Muslims have much greater rights than
the religious minorities in Muslim
countries in South Asia. The Finance
Minister was right in asserting that
“Muslims in India are doing better than
those in Pakistan”.

A look at population data

But population growth is not the
right parameter to judge the group’s
status in the body polity of the country.
In fact, high fertility rates are indicative
of educational, social and economic
backwardness. Moreover, with literacy
rates increasing amongst Muslims,
there has been decline in the fertility
rates of Muslims.  The most authentic
data on population is the Census.

If the Census of 2001 and 2011
are kept in view, the Muslim population’s
decadal growth declined from 36.02%
to 24.04%. In these two decades, Hindu

population decadal growth saw a
decline from 20.35% to 16.76%,
Muslim TFR is 2.36, which is very close
to the replacement rate of 2.1. It has
seen the sharpest decline from the high
of 3.59 in 1998-99 to 2.36 in 2019-21.
The Hindu TFR is 1.94 and, therefore,
demographers are optimistic of the
Muslim population eventually stabilising
by the end of the century at 18.8% of
India’s population. Hindus would retain
their majority status by a huge margin
at 74.7%.

Even the United Nations
Population Fund observed, in 2022, that
“the good news is that India’s
population growth appears to be
stabilizing... a total of 31 states and
union territories have achieved fertility
rates below the replacement level of
2.1.” In fact, some studies have
predicted (The Lancet 2024) that in a
matter of the next three years,
replacement level may go as low as
1.75. Bihar with its poverty has the
highest fertility rate in India. Thus, Hindu
fertility rate of Bihar (2.88) and Uttar
Pradesh (2.29), is  much higher than the
Muslim fertility rate in  Kerala (2.25),
Tamil Nadu (1.93), Andhra Pradesh
(1.97) and Telangana (2.01).

Even the propaganda about the
alarming increase in Muslim population
in Assam has not been substantiated
by hard facts. Between the last two
Census of 2001 and 2011, Assam’s
population increased by 17.07% as
against the whole country’s population
increase of 17.7%. In fact, if we take the
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1981 Census and 2011 Census,
Assam’s population has decreased
from 23.36% to 17.07%. Illegal Muslim
infiltration from Bangladesh is generally
said to be responsible for the
demographic change in Assam. But
here again, as against Assam’s 2.91%
growth in the first 20 years after the
creation of Bangladesh in 1971,
Muslims in several other States during
those two  decades have registered
higher growth rates, i.e., Nagaland
(10.13%), Punjab (3.79%), Haryana
(3.22%) and Madhya Pradesh (3.00%).
Indeed, we live in the post-truth era.

A private member’s Bill (The
Population Regulation Bill, 2019) to
regulate the country’s population was
introduced by a Member of Parliament
in the in the Rajya Sabha — it was
withdrawn. Rajendra Agrawal came up
with his Bill, The Population (Control)
Bill, 2021. But the Narendra Modi
government rightly did not favour the
coercive route.

In spite of an over 50%, and
welcome, drop in the TFR in Uttar
Pradesh, the Yogi Adityanath
government did propose a population
control bill in 2021, i.e., the Uttar
Pradesh Population Policy 2021-2030
or Uttar Pradesh (Control, Stabilization,
and Welfare) Bill, 2021. Assam came
up with a similar policy in 2021. Can we
control the population by enacting a
law? Demographers oppose all such
measures.

‘Coercion is counterproductive’

Even the National Population
Policy, 2000 of the f irst National
Democratic Alliance government led by
Atal Bihari Vajpayee focused on more
relevant socio-cultural factors such as
age at marriage, age at birth, girl
education, maternal and child health and
voluntary and informed consent over
coercive methods. Being a signatory to
international covenants such as the
International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR), India has to
abide by the international norms on
population control. The United Nations’
Human Rights Committee has
categorically mandated that state
parties to ICCPR cannot adopt policies
that are compulsory, coercive or
discriminatory. The Narendra Modi
government itself in an affidavit filed in
the Supreme Court of India in
December 2020 had admitted that ‘the
international experience shows that any
coercion to have a certain number of
children is counter-productive and leads
to demographic   distortions’.

If we are really keen to reduce the
Muslim population in the country, we
must pay special attention to the Muslim
girl’s education and work towards the
educational and economic
empowerment of Muslims. If such
policies are criticised as ‘appeasement
of Muslims’ and Muslim educational
backwardness is not removed we
should have no grievance against their
higher TFR.

(The Hindu, 13-5-24)
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Love for the Prophet’s Companions and His Family

Muslims consider it necessary to respect and hold in high esteem the

Companions of the Prophet called Sahahah—those who lived in the days of

the Prophet and benefitted from his company. Muslims consider them as their

ideal and feel grateful to them for their selfless sacrifices and great contributions.

Whenever they mention any of them, they say, “May Allah be pleased with them”

after his name. Out of them four illustrious Companions—Abu Bakr, Umar,

Uthman, and Ali—may Allah be pleased with all of them—who became the

caliphs of the Muslims successively after the demise of the Prophet are

considered the most respectable among the Prophet’s Companions and their

names are mentioned after the Prophet’s in the sermons of the Friday and Eid

Prayers. Muslims also show special respect to six more Companions to whom

the Prophet, blessings and peace be on him, conveyed  glad tidings of the

grant of paradise by Allah in their very lifetime. These ten Companions are

called “the Ten Recipients of the Glad Tiding” (‘Ashra Mubashshara).

Muslims also hold dear the family members of the Prophet (called Ahle

Bait) which include his wives, daughters, and grandsons (Imam Hasan and

Imam Husain). Muslims always remember them with love and respect. They

consider their love for the Prophet’s family members as a natural outcome of

their love for the Prophet.
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Rethink The Immunity Granted to Governors
- M.R. Shamshad*

Serious allegations of sexual
harassment and molestation have been
levelled against the governor of West
Bengal. Such allegations are
substantive for the criminal justice
process to start against an accused
under India’s criminal jurisprudence.
But, when an accused enjoys
constitutional or statutory powers, as in
the present case, it is very rare that an
individual or woman would come in
public to lodge a complaint. Here, the
accused holds a constitutional position
and enjoys immunity as set out in Article
361 of the Constitution, especially in
Clause 2 which states that “no criminal
proceedings of what so ever shall be
initiated or continued against the
governor”.

This widely worded provision of
immunity can be attributed to our
colonial past which functioned with the
concept of “the king can do no wrong”.
This concept was reflected in
independent India’s Constitution. Even
in England, the Crown Proceedings Act
passed in 1947 — made it possible to
sue the Crown for civil wrongs, while
retaining several privileges and
immunities. Under India’s constitutional
mechanism, the governor’s immunity is
very wide. One consequence of this is

that the bar under Article 361(2) is set
even when there are allegations of crime
against women, and corruption, among
others. In 2015, there were allegations
of corruption against the then governor
of Madhya Pradesh, Ram Naresh
Yadav, but legal processes could not be
initiated because of his position.
Similarly, in 2017, then Meghalaya
governor V Shahmuganathan faced
allegations of serious moral turpitude
involving several women survivors.

It is not that Constitution makers,
while articulating the provision under
Article 361 (2), were unaware of the
possible misuse of this provision. The
Constituent Assembly debates reflect
that; on September 8, 1949, HV Kamath
questioned if the governor or the ruler
shall have “no liability for the criminal act
committed by him during his term of
office”. He asked, “Suppose for instance
he commits a crime, God forbid that the
President or the governor or the ruler of
a State should be guilty of criminal
conduct but human nature is fallible and
so if he unfortunately commits a criminal
act, does this clause mean that no
proceeding can be instituted against
him during the whole prescribed term?”
On this issue, he kept probing for a
strong logical reason for such wide
immunity, but the provision was
nevertheless adopted.* M.R. Shamshad is an advocate, the Supreme

Court of India
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In the case of Rameshwar Prasad
(2005), while interpreting the immunity
of the governor under Article 361(1) with
regard to action in the discharge of
official duties, the Supreme Court (SC)
held that the mala fide actions of the
governors shall be amenable to court
proceedings. The SC clarified that due
to the immunity, a governor cannot be
sued, but that does not mean that the
ground of mala fides or a proclamation
without any basis in law would not be
examined in court. It further said such
allegations against a governor were
required to be defended by the State,
given the bar in Article 361() meant the
governor be present in Court. As per this
judgment, in cases of personal mala
fide, the immunity of the R governor
stands diluted. Ironically, when it comes
to allegations of criminal acts, the
criminal justice process cannot be set
in motion against the governor.

Immunity for the governor (or the
President) is based on the fact that all
their actions are on the aid and advice
of a Council of Ministers. Hence, direct
accountability for an illegal action lies
only with the concerned minister(s).
Thus, Article 361(1) grants immunity
from acts done by governors in the
exercise and performance of their
powers and duties.

There is a sitting chief minister in
judicial custody, facing allegations of
corruption. The Prevention of Corruption
Act makes government officials liable

for prosecution for allegations of
corruption. At the same time, they also
enjoy immunity for the discharge of their
duties in the exercise of official function.
If the governor indulges in corruption,
sexual harassment, or any other offence
under the Indian Penal Code, whether
these are incidental to the discharge of
their official functions or not, their liability
needs to be determined through an
appropriate legal process irrespective
of whether they are holding office or
have demitted the same.

We have seen many governors
resign after allegations against them
were reported in the public domain, but
there are also many who didn’t. This
depends on the political scenario at the
time and the will of the central executive.
Both these factors function arbitrarily
and without accountability. There have
been some changes, though, in
England, ushered in by legislation. We
have also seen President Bill Clinton
facing trial as per mechanism of the
United States Constitution, in the
Monica Lewinsky matter. But India
continues to stick with the “king can do
no wrong” principle. After 75 years of the
do Constitution, it is high time that we
take Kamath’s warning seriously. Either
through an appropriate amendment in
the Constitution or through the
intervention of the SC the matter already
pending before it, the scope of immunity
granted under Article 361(2) calls for
immediate reconsideration.

(Hindustan Times, 27-5-2024)
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Islam is The Universal Religion
- S. Sulaiman Nadwi

Who could be more conscious than
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) of the universal nature of the
teachings of Islam and the responsibilities
that fell on him for spreading its message
in the whole world. God of Islam is Rabb
al-’Alamin, the Lord of the universe, the
Lord of all the creation and not only of a
particular tribe or nation. Similarly His last
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) is the mercy for all the worlds.

We have not sent thee save as a
mercy to all the created beings.

(21:107)

So is the case with the religion Al-
Islam, he preached. Its message is
universal and transcends all barriers of
caste and colours and those created by
geography.

Blessed is He who hath sent down al-
Furqan upon his servant that he may
be a warner unto all created beings.

(25:1)

Any one who studies Islam with an
unbiased mind cannot but accept it from
the core of his heart.

The august personality of
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him), his Divinely inspired words
and his generous treatment with all, even
with his staunch enemies attracted a large
number of followers from all the parts of

the world and put an end to all doubts and
suspicions which they entertained about
Islam.

Once a person came to him and he
saw a flock of sheep and goats. He
requested to give him the flock and he
gave that to him. He came to his tribe and
said: O people! Embrace Islam. By Allah,
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) donates much as if he does
not fear want.

Thumama b. Uthal was the chief of
Yamama. He rebelled against Islam. The
people captured him and bound him with
one of the pillars of the mosque. The
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) came out to see him.
He said: O Thumama, what do you think?
He replied if you kill me, you will kill a
person who has spilt blood. If you do me a
favour, you will do a favour to a grateful
person. If you want wealth, ask and you
will get what you demand. The Messenger
of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) left him until the next day. When
he (came to him again) and said: What
do you think, O Thumama? He replied!
What I have already told you. The
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) said: Set Thumama
free. He went to a palm-grove near the
mosque and said: I bear testimony (to the
truth) that there is no god but Allah and I
testify that Muhammad (peace and
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blessings of Allah be upon him) is His
bondman and His Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him). O
Muhammad, by Allah, there was no face
on earth more hateful to me than your
face, but now your face has become to
me the dearest of all faces. By Allah, there
was no religion more hateful to me than
your religion but (now) your religion has
become dearest of all religions to me.

By Allah, there was no city more
hateful to me than your city but (now) your
city has become the dearest of all cities
to me.

When Dihya Kalbi look the letter of
the Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) addressed
to Herculeous to the latter’s governor,
Harith Gassani at Basra and he sent on
the letter to his master, curiously enough,
Abu Sufyan (who was still an unbeliever)
was there. Herculeous held a full court with
all the Patriarchs, priests and clergy
together with the chief Arabs and also sent
for Abu Sufyan at the court. Herculeous
said to the Arabs:

Which of you is related to this claimant
of Prophet-hood?

Abu Sufyan: I am.

Herculeous: What kind of family does
the claimant belong to?

Abu Sufiyan: Noble.

Herculeous: Has there been a king in
this family?

Abu Sufyan: No.

Herculeous: Are the people who have

accepted this religion weak or strong
(meaning poor or rich)?

Abu Sufyan: They are poor (lit. weak).

Herculeous: Are his followers on the
increase or decrease?

Abu Sufyan: Increasing.

Herculeous: Have you ever known him
to tell lies?

Abu Sufyan: No, Not so far, but we have
to see whether he carries out the new
agreement made between us and him.

Herculeous: Have you ever fought him
in war?

Abu Sufyan: Yes.

Herculeous: What has been the result?

Abu Sufyan: Sometimes we have won
and sometimes he.

Herculeous: What does he teach?

Abu Sufyan: Worship One God, join no
partners with Him, carry out your
prayers, be chaste, speak the truth and
keep union among uterine relations.

Thereupon Herculeous said: I was
certain that a prophet was coming but I
did not think he would be born of Arabia. If
I were to go there I would wash his feet.

There was a great uproar in the
court against Herculeous. He dismissed
the court and somehow pacified the
courtiers by some political excuse.
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) had succeeded in his
mission. The word of God had been
carried to the ears of all concerned from
Ceasar on the throne to the
footman on the road.
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The Holy Qur'an is the book of
guidance. It covers a wide range of
topics about human beings and their
surroundings. Allah sent all prophets to
lead their nations to the path of salvation
as well as the path of progress and
prosperity.

The people of Hazrat Lut were
involved in indecency and  obnoxious
activities, so Hazrat Lut tried to get rid
of these vices.

While addressing the people, he
mentioned their wickedness, bad acts
and immoral activities that were
mentioned at various places in the Holy
Qur'an. For instance, the Holy Qur'an
says, "Of all the creatures in the world,
will ye approach males, and leave those
whom Allah has created for you to be
your mates? Nay, ye are a people
transgressing all limits." (S.26.A.165-
166)

 Truly speaking, even in the
present society, these two evils are the
basis of numerous evils, one is
excessive love of wealth and the other
is immorality. Bribery, usury, lies, breach
of promise, unjust distribution of wealth,
killing and I don't know how many germs

The Teachings of The Qur’an
- S. Bilal Abdul Hai Hasani Nadwi*

are behind these two evils. The rights
of others are forgotten, and man makes
every illegitimate plan to acquire and
accumulate wealth. His whole life is
spent in this half-baked state, that
somehow wealth should be
accumulated, then he falls to such an
extent that he himself is willing to do
great harm to others for the sake of a
few ticks, his conscience ceases to
reproach him. So he  sinks in the swamp
of wealth.

Similarly, the second evil is
immorality, which is also such a
dangerous disease that a man forgets
everything for it. He does not even care
about his honor and dignity.

He does not care for  the
protection of the human race,  and gets
ready to put every thing on risk for the
sake of a short time pleasure. These
two evils continue to increase in society
and the major hand behind them is the
western culture and civilization, which
have given the freedom to human
beings just like animals. It is unfortunate
that  these maladies are being
considered as a sign of progress and
are also being declared as a part of
culture and civilization instead of
abstinence. Islam  strongly criticizes* Rector Nadwatul Ulama, Lucknow.
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such sort of culture and civilization.
Islam does not prevent the fulfillment of
sexual desire, but it imposes the
condition of marriage for it, so that
moderation is maintained and the
human race is not degenerated. Among
the qualities of those who achieve
success, it is mentioned in the Holy
Quran:" Who guard their modesty,
except with those joined to them in the
marriage bond, or (the captives) whom
their right hands possess,- for (in their
case) they are free from blame, but
those whose desires exceed these
limits are transgressors ( S.23.A.5-7)

The severity of adultery is
described in these words: Nor come
nigh to adultery: for it is an indecent
deed and an evil way." (S.17.A.32)

It should be noted that those who
want to spread immorality among the
believers for them there is a painful
punishment in this world and the
Hereafter. The Holy Qur'an says, "Those
who love to see scandal circulate among
the believers, will have a grievous
chastisement in this life and the
Hereafter" (S.24.A.19)

That is why it is ordered to flog the
one who is guilty of adultery.

No doubt,

sexual desire exists in everyone,
and, as such, it is also forbidden to

altogether eliminate it.

Needless to add, some of the
Companions wanted permission for
this, but the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) forbade
it, however, he said that such a person
should get married, and if he does not
have the power to marry, then the
abundance of fasts is beneficial for him.
This desire is reduced and thus  the self
control becomes easy for him. In the
same way, Islam prohibits the love of
wealth. It prohibits extravagance and
extremism. Islam lays great stress on
spending wealth and money in the way
of Allah. For it is a perennial source of
happiness and pleasure of Allah. It is
important to note that those who have
money and do not spend it in the  way
of Allah lavishly because of his
unprecedented love about whom the
Holy Qur'an vividly says, "And there are
those who spend it not in the way of
Allah: announce unto them a most
grievous chastisement on the  Day when
it will be heated in the fire of Hell, and
with it will be branded their foreheads,
their flanks, and their backs, this is the
treasure which ye hoarded for
yourselves: taste ye, then, the treasures
ye hoarded". (S.9.A.34-35)

(English Rendering by

Obaidur Rahman Nadwi)

(To be continued)
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Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-Azha are
two main festivals of the Muslim world.
Eid-ul-Azha is celebrated on the tenth
day of Zil-Hijjah, the last month of Islamic
calendar. It is observed to reflect the
prophet Ibrahim’s willingness to
sacrifice his only son Ismail whose Allah
bestowed upon him at the age of 86.
The story of Prophet Ibrahim’s sacrifice
was vividly mentioned in the Holy Qur’an.
The prophet Ibrahim prayed to Allah, “O
my Lord! grant me a righteous son .” So
We gave him the good news of a
forbearing son. Then, when the son
reached the age of serious work with
him, he said: “O my son! I have seen in
a dream that I offer thee in sacrifice.
Now see what is thy view.” The son said:
“O my father! Do as thou art
commended: thus will find me, if Allah
so wills one of the steadfast. So when
they had both submitted to Allah and he
had laid him prostrate on his forehead
for sacrifice, We called out to him o
Ibrahim! Thou hast already fulfilled the
dream. Thus indeed do We reward
those who do right. For this was a clear
trial and We ransomed him with a
momentous sacrifice. And We left for
him among generations to come in later
times. Peace and salutation to Ibrahim.
Thus indeed do We reward those who
do right. For he was one of our believing
servants.” (S.37,A.100-111)

The Message of Eid-ul-Azha
- Obaidur Rahman Nadwi

The above narrating makes it clear
that a righteous and pious slave of Allah
is always ready to obey his Creator’s
order. Accordingly, if one wants to
create closeness to Allah and attain His
pleasure, will have to exhibit prophet
Ibrahim and Ismail like unprecedented
submission, obedience, love and faith
towards Allah. The whole story doesn’t
require the flesh and blood of animals.
As Allah says, “It is not their meat nor
their blood that reaches Allah: it is your
devotion that reaches Him.”

 (S.22, A. 37)

Needless to add that Qurbani
(sacrifice) is also one of the main parts
of the Hajj. Having performed the rites
of the Hajj, pilgrims gather at Mina at
distance of four miles from the holy city
of Makkah for offering sacrifice, worship
and recollection of Allah. It should be
noted that ten days of the month of Zil-
Hijjah or the month of pilgrimage
assume tremendous significance as
enshrined in the Qur’an and the Sunnah.
The Holy Qur’an says, “By the down. By
the ten days, (S.89,A.1-2) Most of the
commentators of the Qur’an say that by
the ten nights are usually understood the
first ten nights of Zil Hijjah, the sacred
season of pilgrimage. Similarly, the
fasting of Arafah (ninth Zil- Hijjah) holds
also immense importance. The prophet
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Muhammad (PBUH) says, “I am sure
that Allah forgives sins of a year before
and after of the fasting of Arafah. It goes
without saying that for four days on this
occasion i.e. from the morning of ninth
to the after-noon (Asr-prayer) of the
thirteenth Zil-Hijjah, praise and glory of
Allah is recited after every prayer, known
as takbirat-i-tashriq, the purport of the
words recited is as follows: “Allah is Most
Great: Allah is Most Great! None is
worthy of being worshipped except
Allah! Allah is Most Great! Allah is Most
Great and all praise is for Allah alone.”

Noted Islamic Scholar S.
Sulaiman Nadwi says, “Islam means
resignation to the Will of God. It implies
complete submission to Allah’s
commands. The sacrifice given by
Ibrahim and Isma’il (peace be upon
them) proves beyond any shadow of
doubt, that they were the true and loyal
servants of Allah. In appreciation of the
sacrifices of Ibrahim and Isma’il (peace
be upon them), Allah, the Exalted,
named this sentiment of theirs of
resignation and surrender to His as Al-
Islam. It has been said in the Holy Qur’an.

“So, when they had both
surrendered (unto Allah)”.

(37: 103)

“And who can be averse to the
religion of Ibrahim, but he who infatuated
his mind. Indeed We chose him in the
world, and in the Hereafter, he is surely
amongst the righteous”.

“And when his Lord said to him:
Submit, he said: I submit to the Lord of
the worlds”.

(2: 130-131)

In fact the religion of Ibrahim
(peace be upon him) is based on Al-
Islam i.e. resignation and surrender (to
Allah). Ibrahim (peace be upon him)
prayed Allah again and again.

“Our Lord! Make us submissive
unto Thee and of our progeny a
community submissive unto Thee and
show us our ways of worship, and relent
towards us. Thou art the Relenting, the
Merciful.”

(S. 2A.128)

In fact, the sacrifice in the path of
Allah is not only a tradition but the most
preferred adoration of Allah. Generally,
the sacrificial offering is divided into
three portions, one for household
consumption, another for the friends and
relatives and the third for the poor and
needy regardless of caste, creed,
region and colour. Besides, the sum
obtained from the sacrificed animals’
skins is also given to the poor and
downtrodden segments of the society.
No doubt, the act of sacrif ice
strengthens the bond between Creator
and His creation. It also fosters real
sense of brotherhood and fraternity. In
short, the Qurbani (Sacrifice) is the
highest form of submission, devotion,
obedience and adoration to Allah. 
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Faith In Allah
-

Let us look at the Islamic
conception of God, the first of Islam’s
fundamental articles of Faith. The word
Allah is the proper name for Creator and
Sustainter of the universe Whose will
reigns supreme and who alone is worthy
of the highest respect, honour and
admiration and there is no deity except
Him. He has no parallel, partner or
associate. The word Allah is, in fact,
incapable of translation and the other
words, God, Deity, are poor substitutes
for it. It is not a common noun meaning
god or a divine being. It is a proper noun
par excellence. No plural can be derived
from it and it has according to the best
authorities, no root and derivation.

Islam emphatically claims that
Allah, the Exalted, is far above
possessing any of the creaturely
attributes, nor is He bound by any of the
‘imitations of human beings or of
anything else He has created. He has
no body or form, no physical attributes
or characteristics. Rather His Attributes
are those of One who is above any sort
of limitations, such as having a
beginning or an end, begetting or being
begotten or physical dimensions or
needs such as requiring food, rest or
procreating as He is One who gives
such dimensions and attributes to His
creatures and Himself does not share
them in the least degree. The Holy

Qur’an says:

Allah is He than Whom there is no
other deity. He knows the Unseen
(al-Ghaib) and the Evident (ash-
Shahadah). He is the Merciful, the
Mercy-Giving. Allah is He than
Whom there is no other deity the
Sovereign, the Holy One, the
Source of peace, the Guardian of
Faith, the Preserver of safety, the
Mighty, the Irresistible, the
Supreme Glory be to Allah (high
is He) above the partners they
attribute to Him. He is Allah, the
Creator, the Evolver, the Bestower
of Forms. To Him belongs the
most beautiful names. Whatever
is in the heavens and on earth
glorifies Him, and He is the Mighty,
the Wise.                    (59 : 22-24)

He is the Originator and
Fashioner of the universe with all its vast
and perfect systems, the One Who
sustains and keeps it functioning
according to His infinitely wise plans
and laws. And thus it is clear and
certain—as Islam emphatically
proclaims—that He is infinitely beyond
anything which the mind or senses of
man grasp or comprehend or imagine
or explain, and that He is far, far above
having any similarity to any of His
creation for He alone is the Creator and
everything else is created. Allah, the
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Exalted, has not the least resemblance
to the petty gods which the minds of
men, due to their imperfect knowledge
and understanding, have invented to
supply the deficiencies in their
comprehension. They think that Allah
cannot be approached except through
some minor deity. But “devotion” says
Allah, “is exclusively due to Him.” (39:3).
It is the plurality of deities that is called
Shirk in the Holy Qur’an which is an
unpardonable sin:

Lol Allah pardoneth not that
partners should be ascribed unto
Him. He pardoneth all save that to
whom He will. Whose ascribeth
partners unto Allah hath wandered
far astray.                           (4:116)

When we accept Allah as our
sovereign, it becomes our bounden duty
to follow His Will and Commands in all
spheres of our life, that is, in law and
ethics, in economics and politics, in
dogma and ritual. The Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him)
must be obeyed because it is through
him that Allah revealed to us His Will
which is fountainhead of all laws, and
as bearer of the Revelation, he is best
fitted and, for that reason, authorised by
the Almighty to interpret the Revelation
and to show us how it is to be applied
to practical life.

Allah must be recognised as One
to Whom we must submit our will. This

recognition alone is described as
Tauhid (monotheism) the most
fundamental and the most important
teaching of the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him). This is
expressed in the primary Kalimah of
Islam: There is no deity but Allah. This
beautiful phrase is the bed-rock of Islam,
its foundation and its essence. It is the
expression of this belief which
differentiates a true Muslim from a Kafir
(unbeliever) and a Mushrik (polytheist,
one who associates others with Allah).
We have already discussed in the
previous pages of this book the different
forms of Shirk (polytheistic acts and
practices) in vogue among the Arabs
and other nations of the world. It has
been said in the Surah Zumar of the Holy
Qur’an:

The revelation of the Scripture is
from Allah, the Mighty, the Wise.

Lo! We have revealed the
Scripture unto thee (Muhammad) with
truth: so worship Allah, making religion
pure for Him (only).

Surely pure religion is for Allah
only. And those who choose protecting
friends besides Him (say): We worship
them only that they may bring us near
unto Allah: Lo Allah will judge between
them concerning that wherein they differ.
Lo! Allah guideth not him who is a liar,
an ingrate.

If Allah had willed to choose a son,
he would have chosen what he would of
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that which He hath created. Be He
glorified! He is Allah, the One, the
Absolute.

He hath created the heavens and
the earth with truth. He maketh the
night to succeed day, and maketh
day to succeed night, and He
constraineth the sun and the moon
to give service, each running on
for an appointed term. Is not He
the Mighty, the Forgiver?

(39: 1-5)

And those who put away false
gods lest they should worship them and
turn to Allah in repentance, for them
there are glad tidings.     (39: 17)

Or choose they intercessors other
than Allah? Say: What! Even though they
have power over nothing and have no
intelligence?

Unto Allah belongeth the
intercession. His is the Sovereignty of
the heavens and the earth. And
afterward unto Him ye will be brought
back.

And when Allah alone is
mentioned, the hearts of those
who do not believe in the Hereafter
are repelled, and when those
(whom they worship) besides Him
are mentioned, behold! they are
glad. (39 : 43-45) Now when
hurt toucheth a man he crieth unto
Us and afterwards when We have

granted him a boon from Us, he
saith: Only by force of knowledge
I obtained it. Nay, but it is a test.
But most men know not.   (39:49)

And they esteem not Allah as He
hath the right to be esteemed,
when the whole earth is His handful
on the Day of Resurrection, and
the heavens are rolled in His right
hand. Glorified is He and High
Exalted from all that they ascribe
as partner (unto Him). (39:67)

Islam proclaims that Allah is the
Reality and thus His existence has
absolute relevance and meaning for
every single human being since it is
solely in relation to Allah that we exist
and move through the journey of life on
our way back to Him. Islam then asserts
that Allah is always active and is
concerned and creatively involved with
every single part of His creation, from
the vastest of stars down to the very
atoms which comprise them, with every
part of its macro systems, and that it
exists, continues and fulfills its functions
by His command and will. For His
concern is not merely in creating but
also in sustaining, directing and guiding;
in providing for His creation,
maintaining, ordering and regulating
them, and, in respect of human beings,
in giving the direction necessary for
living their lives in this world in such a
manner as will ensure their everlasting
good in the life Hereafter.
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Allah has endowed man with a
thinking mind, a feeling heart, the ability
to store and transmit knowledge and
given him freedom of choice. At the
same time Allah asks man to use this
freedom of choice to voluntarily and
deliberately choose what He wants for
him rather than follow his own whims and
desires, that is, to submit his will to
Allahts higher will whereby to carry out
the responsibilities both personal and
collective which Allah has entrusted to
him. For not only does the Creator
possess the absolute right to make
whatever rules or laws He sees fit for
His creature, but He also has the
absolute right to their obedience. At the
same time He alone possesses the all-
embracing, absolute knowledge and
wisdom to provide His creature with
such guidance as will lead to their
assured well-being, both in this world
and in the Hereafter.

The concept of Tauhid in Islam
produces in man the highest degree of
self-respect and self-esteem. The
believer knows that Allah alone is the
possessor of all power, and that none
besides Him can benefit or harm a
person, or provide for his needs, or give
or take away life, or wield any authority
or influence. This conviction makes him
indifferent to, and independent and
fearless of, all powers other than those
of Allah. He never bows his head in
homage to any of Allah’s creatures nor

does he stretch his hand before anyone
else. He is not overawed by any one’s
greatness. Islam’s unique task is thus
to liberate man from enslavement and
servitude to anything other than Allah
and to free him to worship and serve Him
alone.

When a Muslim accepts Allah as
his rightful Sovereign and Law-Giver, he
is bound to follow His Will and
Command in all phases of life. He must
not, therefore, transgress the limits
imposed by Allah on him and lead a
balanced and disciplined life according
to the Qur’an and the Sunnah. The
Muslims have, therefore, been called a
moderate Ummah (community). They
have been ordered not to commit
aggression. The lesson given to them
is that of peace and harmony whereby
they add to the beauty and sweetness
of this world. A true believer can never
become proud, haughty or arrogant and
the pride of power, wealth and worth can
have no room in his heart because he
knows that whatever he possesses has
been given to by Allah.

The faith in Allah makes man
virtuous and upright. He has the
conviction that there is no other means
of success for him besides purity of soul
and righteousness of behaviour. He
knows that Allah is above all need, is
related to none, is absolutely just and
none has any hand in the exercise of His
Divine powers. As against this, the
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unbelievers and polytheists always live
on false hopes. Some of them believe
that God’s son has atoned for their sins;
some think that they are God’s
favourites, and will not be punished;
others believe that their saints will
intercede with God on their behalf while
others make offerings to their deities
and believe that by bribing the deities
they have accrued a license for doing
whatever sin they like. Thus they never
cared to purify their souls and live pure
and good lives. As regards atheists, they
do not believe that there is any Being
having power over them, to whom they
would be responsible for their good or
bad action; therefore, they consider
themselves altogether independent to
act in this world. Their own fancies
become their gods, they live like slaves
of their wishes and desires.

He who believes in Tauhid does
not become disheartened under any
circumstances. He has firm faith in
Allah, the Master of all the treasures in
the heavens and the earth, Whose grace
and bounty have no limit and Whose
powers are infinite. This faith imparts to
his heart extraordinary satisfaction and
keeps it filled with hope. In this world he
might meet with rejection from every
door and all means might one after
another, desert him; but faith in, and
dependence on Allah do not leave him,
and upon their strength he goes on
struggling.

This belief produces in man a very
strong determination, patience,
perseverance and trust in Allah. When
he makes up his mind and devotes his
resources to fulfil Allah’s commands to
secure His pleasures, he is sure that he
has the help and support of the Lord of
the world. This makes him firm and
strong like a mountain, and no
diff iculties, impediments and
oppositions can make him give up his
resolution.

The most important effect of man’s
faith in Allah on his life is that it makes
him obey Allah and observe His law. One
is sure that He knows everything hidden
or open and is nearer to him than his
own jugular vein. If he commits a sin in
a secluded corner and in the darkness
of night He knows it; He even knows our
thoughts and intentions, bad or good.
We can hide from everyone, but we
cannot hide anything from Allah; we can
evade everyone but it is impossible to
evade Him. The firmer a man’s belief in
this respect, the more obedient will he
be to follow Allah’s commands; he will
shun what Allah has forbidden and he
will carry out His orders wherever he
may be even in solitude and darkness
of night, because He is Sami’ (All-
Hearing) and Bas’ir(All-Seeing) and
nothing is hidden from Him.

(Extracted from Sirat-un-Nabi by S.

Sulaiman Nadwi, Vol.-4)
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Love for the Prophet

Another distinctive characteristic of Muslims is their extraordinary but
balanced love for their Prophet, blessings and peace be on him. He is not
merely respected by Muslims as a messenger of Allah, an ideal person, and a
great religious leader; he is also loved very dearly and very sincerely by them.
But there is always a balance between their love for him and their love for Allah
the Almighty. They do not ascribe to the Prophet any attribute essentially
characteristic of Allah and do not treat him with any kind of exaggerated
veneration, as was done by the followers of some other prophets. It is related in
a Hadith that the Prophet of Allah, blessings and peace be on him, asked his
followers not to raise him higher than his limits and not to commit any excesses
in his veneration, as the Christians did with their Prophet. He added that when
he had to be mentioned, he should be mentioned as “Allah’s slave and
messenger”.

It is, therefore, important to understand that in addition to faith in Prophet
Muhammad’s messenger-ship. Muslims nourish truly unique and unprecedented
love for him, may   Allah’s blessings and peace descend in abundance on him.
It would not be an exaggeration at all to say that hundreds of thousands of
Muslims love him more than themselves, their parents and children and consider
it their first duty to protect the honour of his name against any desecration. They
cannot ever tolerate any attempt to stigmatize his personality. They are so
sensitive in this matter that they do not hesitate in even sacrificing their lives in
such an inauspicious situation. Evidence testifying to it will easily be found in
each period of time. Even today the Prophet’s name, his city, his sayings, and
anything else bearing a relationship with him are dearest to Muslims.

The sincerity with which the Muslims pray for the Prophet, the eagerness
with which they invoke Allah’s blessings on him, the large number in which his
biographies are written in different languages of the world, and the rich poetic
compositions in which the poets have paid tribute to him stand unmatched in
the world history.
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Around the World
Spirit of UN Dead In Gaza, Says
Erdogan

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan hit out at the United Nations
and called on the “Islamic world” to
react after the latest deadly Israeli
strikes in Gaza.

“The UN cannot even protect its
own staff. What are you waiting for
to act? The spirit of the United Nations
is dead in Gaza,” Erdogan told
lawmakers from his AKP party.

Mr. Erdogan’s comments came
as the UN Security Council met to
discuss a deadly Israeli attack on a
displacement camp west of Rafah that
killed 21 people.

The Turkish leader also hit out
at fellow Muslim-majority countries for
failing to take common action over the
Israeli strike.

“I have some words to say to the
Islamic world: what are you waiting
for to take a common decision?”
Erdogan, who leads a Muslim-majority
country of 85 million people, told
lawmakers from his AKP party.

“Israel is not just a threat to Gaza
but to all of humanity,” he said. 

Ireland, Norway, Spain Set to
Recognise Palestine

The announcements by the
European countries come weeks after
143 of 193 countries in the United
Nations (UN) General Assembly voted
for frill membership to the UN for the
state of Palestine.

The EU countries had mixed
reactions last week to the International
Criminal Court (ICC) prosecutor
Karim Khan’s decision to seek arrest
warrants for Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and Defence
Minister Yoav Gallant for possible war
crimes and crimes against
humanity.

‘U.K. General Election to be Held
on July 4, as Sunak Meets
Ministers’

A U.K. general election is to be
held on July 4, British media reported
quoting sources, as Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak met with his top ministers.
Political editors at the BBC, ITV, Sky
News and The Guardian all said Mr.
Sunak would name the date in a
Downing Street statement after the
Cabinet meeting. 
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