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The thing that the Prophet of
Allah, blessings and peace be on him,
has denounced most after Shirk
(ascribing partners to Allah) is malice.
It is related in a Tradition that in the Night
of Deliverance in which Allah
generously forgives the sinful, three
kinds of people are not granted
forgiveness: persons disobedient to
their parents, habitual drunkards, and
those who nourish ill-will and malice
for other Muslims. The Prophet,
blessings and peace be on him, has
specially instructed Muslims to remain
mindful of the rights of relationship on
one another. It comes in another
Hadith that the Prophet, blessings and
peace be on him, said that Allah had
ordered him to do nine things, one of
which was “that I establish relationship
with him who severs relationship with
me, forgive him who offends me, and
give him who withholds from me.” It is
not really a matter of credit that one
should treat those courteously with
whom he has good relationship. Islam
urges upon its adherents that they treat
even those with courtesy and goodwill
who hurt them.

Malice a Serious Evil
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Pearls From the
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)
Iyaz bin Himar relates that the Holy
Prophet Muhammad (peace and
blessings of Allah be to him) said:
“Allah, the Most Exalted, has revealed
to me that you should show courtesy
and be cordial with each other so that
nobody should consider himself
superior to another nor harm him.”

(Muslim)

Cordiality is a great virtue. It helps run the
cycle of social life smoothly. It is the single
salient trait of human character which
distinguishes a civilized man from an
uncivilized one. Since Islam aims at making
a man, man in the real sense of the term, it
moulds the very inner traits of those who
pledge to live by its teachings and thereby
earn the pleasure of Allah.

Here the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be to him) reveals the Divine wish that
one should be humble towards another. A
Muslim should be kind, gentle and
considerate. He should never use his
strength and power against others. His
ability, influence, wealth, shrewdness and
physical prowess should not be used for
the purpose of either suppressing,
persecuting or causing harm to others.
One ought to be gentle, merciful,
sympathetic and mild-tempered. By virtue
of the intensity and firmness of his faith,
the sincerity of character and insight and
perspicacity, a Muslim should work for the
welfare and well-being of the Ummah.

On many occasions, the Blessed Prophet
asked his followers to be polite with one
another. “A Muslim is he from whose tongue
and hands, other Muslims are safe,” the
Prophet once said to his companions. 

Wisdom of Qur’an

 “Have you not seen that all those who
are in the heavens and all those who
are in the earth prostrate themselves
before Allah; and so do the sun and the
moon, and the stars and the mountains,
and the trees, and the beasts, and so
do many human beings, and even
many of those who are condemned to
chastisement. And he whom Allah
humiliates, none can give him honour.
Allah does whatever He wills.”

(Al-Qur’ân – 22:18)

‘All those who are in the heavens and all
those who are in the earth’ include angels,
heavenly bodies and all the creatures that
might exist in worlds other than the earth.
These might include beings possessed of
reason and free-will like human beings, or
animals, plants, or solid matter, air and light
that are devoid of reason and free-will.

The expression ‘and so do many human
beings’ specifically refers to those who
deliberately and wilfully, rather than
involuntarily, prostrate themselves before
God. Mention follows immediately
thereafter of those who, in contrast wilfully
refuse to prostrate themselves before God.
This is so in spite of the fact that they are
in the firm grip of natural laws and are
among those who involuntarily prostrate
themselves before God’s Will.

The expression ‘to humiliate’ and ‘confer
honour upon someone’ signify, respectively,
the attitudes of rejecting the truth or
following it. The former is bound to lead one
to humiliation and the latter to achieving a
position of honour. One who does not
perceive the truths that are clear invites
humiliation upon himself.  
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Editor’s  Note

TAWHEED

A study of religions shows that reformers and prophets in different times and at
different places worked for the propagation of peace and tranquility in the society. It is said
that first human being on this earth was Adam who was later joined by Eve. Thus the
building up of society began. To make them live peacefully and establish a beneficial
society a code of conduct was framed. With the passage of time evil forces created
dissension amongst them. To restore normalcy Prophets and Reformers came forward.
To make the hostile people and erring groups cool down they were made to believe that
there is a supreme power which controls, the world and His directions be followed. This
marked the commencement of the concept of God and the urge to follow His commands.

The existence of God and His supreme power was believed to be the right path.
However, to reach that Power different routes were adopted and that led to the formation
of different religion. Islam has a very clear conception about the oneness of Allah.

Maulana Syed Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi writes:

Belief in Oneness of Allah is the first and foremost tenet of the Islamic faith. It does
not leave any space for an intermediary between the worshipper and his Lord in matters
of worship and supplication. It also does not allow any room for belief in the diversity of
gods, or in the existence of a person as God’s reflection, or in God merging with any of His
creatures to become one with him. Instead, in Islam a believer clearly confesses that
there is no god but Allah, the Almighty, the Independent. He has no father, no son, and no
associate of any kind. He alone is the Creator of the universe, exercises complete
administration of the world, and holds full control of the land and the sky. He does not need
help from anybody.

Allah has always existed and shall exist for ever. His attributes are perfect, worthy of
praise and glory. He is above all limitations and weaknesses, whatsoever. His knowledge
encompasses all and everything. This whole universe came into existence at His will. He
is the Living, the Hearing, the Seeing. There is none like Him. He alone deserves worship,
the highest manifestation of reverence. It is He Who cures the sick, provides sustenance
to creatures, and removes hardship from the suffering. To take anything except Allah as
deity, to bow or prostrate in front of it in devotion, and to supplicate to it for favours which
are only in Allah’s power (for example,granting a baby, bringing luck, reaching a devotee
for help anywhere, hearing everything from any distance, and knowing the secrets of
heart) is called, in Islamic terminology, Shirk (polytheism). It is the most serious sin which
is not forgiven unless the person committing it offers sincere repentance.
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We solicit articles for publication in The Fragrance of East. Suitable
remuneration will be paid to writers. We prefer receipt of articles on:

e-mail: shariqalavi4@gmail.com
along with a hard copy, duly signed, by post.

It is related in the Quran that Allah’s power is such that when He intends to do a
thing, He simply says “Be”, and it becomes (Yassen: 82). He does not dwell in any specific
place or direction. Whatever He wills comes to pass, for nothing can ever happen against
His will. He is absolutely independent. Nobody can order Him for anything or question Him
about any of his actions. Wisdom is His attribute and all His actions reflect wisdom,
ultimately leading to good. None except Him is the true Lord.

Fate, good or bad, has been decreed by Allah. He knows in advance things that are
to happen in the future and causes them to come to pass.

He has created the Angels, who are high in rank and close to Him in relationship.
The Devils (Shayateen) are also His creatures who are a source of evil for mankind. He
has also created the Jinns.

The Quran is a book revealed by Allah. Its words as well as their intended meaning
are all from Allah. It is complete and safe from interpolation and change. A person who
believes that an addition or deletion had taken place in it is not a Muslim.

It is true that the dead will be brought to life again on an appointed day. Accountability,
reward, and punishment are true. The Heaven and the Hell exist in reality.

It is true that Allah sent prophets to mankind in the world. It is also true that Allah sent
His commandments to inform and educate His bondsmen through the prophets.
Muhammad, blessings and peace be on him, is the last of Allah’s prophets. No prophet
will be sent after him. The message brought by him is for the whole world. In this exceptional
privilege and on some other points of preference, he excels all other prophets. The faith of
a person in Islam is not valid and complete unless he affirms faith in the prophethood of
Muhammad, blessings and peace be upon him. No other religion is acceptable to Allah
and can ensure salvation in the hereafter. Nobody is exempted on account of his piety and
godliness from following the injunctions of the Islamic Shari’a. The Companions of the
Prophet are the leaders of the Muslims in religion. It is forbidden to mention them in a
derogatory way. It is obligatory on Muslims to hold them in esteem and respect. 

S.A.
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Allah’s attitude toward the human
race is just opposite to man’s attitude
toward it. Allah is not disappointed with
man.  His divine blessings and favours
are constantly descending upon human
beings. Each new-born baby proclaims
that Allah has not lost hope in mankind.
Each drop of rain falling from the sky
and grain of crop coming out from the
earth reflects that Allah is not
disappointed with man. The sun rises
every morning without fail to provide light
and heat to mankind; the moon shines
in the sky at night with regularity and
spreads its cool and soothing light over
the world. Among the myriad majestic
and elegant creations of Allah, man
remains the most wonderful, and is the
dearest to Allah. It is he for whom the
whole world is created and for whom it
is maintained.

But now-a-days man shows from
his behaviour that the human race, the
best creation of God, deserves no
respect. Man hates man, exploits him,
oppresses him, and kills him as if there
is no good in him. It seems that man
wishes to plead in   the court of Allah
himself that the human race deserves
annihilation. It seems that man wishes
to prove that the angels were right in
submitting to Allah at the time of his
creation that he would cause destruction
on earth and shed blood.

God Not Disappointed With Man
- S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

 Value of Love

 But there is an exceptional glare
of love in man’s eyes which is not found
in any other creature. His heart is
characterized with a softness and
melting quality inspired by love and
quivers with the touch of pain and
suffering for others. Such a heart is not
in the treasures of the angels and surely
man alone can present to his Lord a
heart full of sincere love for others.

The excellence of man lies in his
love and mercy for others: one person
is pricked with a thorn but another
person feels the pain. Man is gifted with
tears which fall from his eyes when he
sees a widow’s head uncovered in
helplessness, a poor man’s kitchen unlit,
and a sick man in distress. If such a
drop of tear is put in a sea of
transgression, it will cleanse it. If it falls
on a forest of sins, it will burn it and fill
the space again with the effulgence of
virtue. The angels can bring forward
anything, but they cannot present this
drop of tear. The angels do not sleep
due to their cognizance of Allah’s being
and attributes, but their vigil does not
have the excellence of man’s inability to
sleep due to the sufferings of others.

The quality of love permeating
through the human heart is a very
precious gift of God. When something
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stirs it, it assumes a strange power. It
rises above the considerations of
religion, community, nation, and
motherland. It then only sees another
man’s heart and feels its s1uffering and
is drawn to it by nature  as is pulled an
iron chip toward magnet.

Sharing Other’s Sufferings Man’s
Chief Excellence

If man loses the ability of sharing
other’s sufferings, he will become
bankrupt. Even if a nation is blessed
with the wealth of America,
administration of Russia, and petrol
wells of Saudi Arabia, even if rivers of
gold and silver flow in it, and even if
wealth showers over its land like rain, it
will still be truly pauper if its stream of
love is dried. The blessings of Allah will
not descend on it. It is a matter of great
satisfaction that man’s eyes can still
shed tears and that his heart can still
suffer with the pain of others. The heart
which loses this quality is not a heart; it
is just a piece of stone. Such a heart
has no value in the sight of Allah, no
matter whether it is the heart of a Muslim,
or a Hindu, or a Christian. The value of
the human heart, in fact, lies in its quality
to long, shiver, cry, and love. The human
heart should be greener than the land,
broader than the universe, more affluent
than the waterfall, and more bountiful than
the heavy clouds ready to stream down.

The eye which does not become
wet is not a human eye; it is the eye of a

daffodil. The heart which does not feel
pain of others is not a human heart; it is
the heart of a lion. The forehead which
does not become wet with the
perspiration of penitence is not a human
forehead; it is a piece of rock. The hand
which does not move forward to serve
humanity is virtually paralysed and
lifeless. The claw of a lion is better than
that hand of a person which cuts the
throat of another human being. Had the
Creator wished man to live to kill, He
would have created man with swords in
place of hands. If the aim Creation were
to store wealth, he would have been
born with an iron safe in place of a
throbbing heart. If man had been
created to plan destruction, he were
born with a devil’s mind instead of
man’s.

People marvel at the wonders of
man’s physical self but the wonders of
man’s heart are so much more curious.
Man has such a sensitive heart that if
one person suffers in the east, another
person feels the pain in the west. It was
the same kind of heart which kept the
Prophet of Allah restless at home all
night because the non-Muslim captives
of the Battle of Badr (who were his arch
enemies) were tied down and groaned
in pain. It was the same sympathetic
human heart which made him shorten
his prayers when he heard a baby
crying, thinking that its mother praying
behind him in congregation might
become restless. How can then a heart
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be called a heart if it inflicts pain on
another heart?

Man’s Ultimate Responsibility

If human beings subjugate
themselves to the supremacy of
material things and become slaves to
their selfish desires, life on earth will
become hellish and unbearable. Man
has to remember that his place in the
scheme of creation is that of God’s
vicegerent. As the Quran bears
testimony, Allah ordered the angels to
bow down in front of man as a mark of
respect. This clearly establishes that it
is highly humiliating for man, God’s
deputy on earth, to bow down in front of
anybody except his Creator. Had there

been any such scope, Allah should have
allowed man to bow down in front of the
angels as they carry on Allah’s orders
on the earth: they, for instance, bring rain
and make the wind blow. By making the
angels bow down in front of man Allah
clearly revealed His will that the world
has been given to the care of man as
His vicegerent and that he himself is
created for the worship of Allah the
Almighty. Man must look at his present
miserable lot and tell himself that he is
supposed to do better. He must rise to
his appointed position as Allah’s
vicegerent, take none else except Allah
as his Lord, and save himself and the
world from eternal suffering. 

Why U’khand Burns

Last five years have seen a dangerous rise in forest fires across Uttarakhand’s central Himalayas,
from Nov to June. Northeast states, once most prone to long-ranging forest fires, pale in comparison to
the inferno Uttarakhand finds itself in with increasing intensity and longer duration. Even winter fires have
increased manifold in both frequency and intensity. In fact, Uttarakhand inaugurated its New Year with a
fire raging in the forest behind Nainital, thick smoke billowing on the horizon, haze over Naini Lake.

Missing the trees | There is heightened global concern over the sharp uptick in forest fires in this
Himalayan region, stretching across Uttarakhand and Nepal. The impact is evident – loss of life, belching
carbon emissions, shrinking forest area, loss of habitat and entire microbial ecosystems and biodiversity
burnt to cinders. The smoke that travels impacts the health of people over a very large area. Tourism
takes a body-blow, and the crippling impact on the state economy and its resources. Dry extreme warming,
heat waves that are the new normal, and human activity – the what and how of forest fires are well
documented.

Fanning the flames | The core question is why Uttarakhand, where forest fires were never a
hazard, reached this point. Forests were once over 50% of Uttarakhand’s land cover. Swathes of forest
area have been sacrificed at the altar of development, much of which has not been judiciously planned or
designed. It is long established that deforestation contributes to increased risk of fire, fragmented forest
cover is also a fire risk. Reducing tree cover and ground vegetation dries out forests. In turn, fire-damaged
forests are weakened, and deforestation often follows. Post-mortems of forest fires by authorities can
only douse the flames but cannot put out the real fire – callous human activity despite the evidence of
severe warming and extreme weather events. That’s what Uttarakhand govt must acknowledge.

(Editorial - The Times Indian, 7-5-2024)
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employment.It is fair that the primary concern of Madrasas should be for the purpose
of religion and culture.The only provision is that such education rests with other
systems of education.The madrasa syllabi must have other components so that its
own students may take to modern professional courses,and also be equipped with
knowledge of the wider society,economy and government with which they have to
deal with as citizens of a country.” (Islamic Education Redefinition of Aims and
Methodology,page 8-9)

Significantly enough, Islam lays tremendous stress on the acquisition of
knowledge and learning mentioning moral excellence and sublime virtues.Knowledge
sans  morality has no importance in Islam.

Even prophet Muhammad' s (PBUH) advent was to disseminate good manners
and ethical values in order to set up an atmosphere of peace and amity across the
world.As the Prophet Muhammad(PBUH) himself said," I have been sent as a teacher
to teach moral virtues."

Today, there is no dearth of educated people and civilized persons in the
world.But despite it, we see everywhere  unrest,anarchy, corruption,Killing, bloodshed,
massacre, carnage,pogrom, genocide  and the like.If we ponder over it,we definitely
find that today's education and learning  are devoid of ethical values,moral virtues
and sublime norms. Hence,it is time that education  must be imparted with ethical
values and  moral excellence  only then changes and revolution can be brought about
in the field of education as well as in  the social milieu

(Cont. from page 30)

Faith in Cessation of Prophethood

Muslims also believe that Prophet Muhammad—blessings and peace be
on him— is the last of the prophets of Allah with whom the divine system of
prophethood and revelation came to an end forever. If anybody claims to be a
prophet of Allah after him, he is a liar and an impostor. This belief is fully
substantiated by the Quran and the Traditions and has been held by Muslims
continuously from the Prophet’s time to this day. In fact, this belief has always
served the Muslims as a strong boundary line protecting them in all ages from

falling a prey to shrewd contrivers.
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Paradise And Hell
- S. Sulaiman Nadwi

The Everlasting Bliss for the
Inmates of Paradise

Abu Sa’id al-Khudri and Abu
Huraira both reported Allah’s
Messenger as saying: There would
be an announcer (in Paradise) who
would make the announcement:
Verily there is in store for you
(everlasting) health and that you will
never fall ill and that you live for ever
and do not die at all. And that you will
remain young and never grow old
and that you would always live in
affluent circumstances and never
become destitute as words of Allah,
the Exalted and Glorious, are: And it
would be announced to them: This is
the Paradise: You have been made
to inherit it for what you did? (7: 43)

Abu Huraira reported Allah’s
Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) as saying that Allah,
the Exalted and Glorious, said: I have
prepared for My pious servants which
no eye has ever seen, and no ear has
ever heard, and no human heart has
ever perceived but it is testified by the
Book of Allah. He then recited: No soul
knows what comfort has been
concealed for them as a reward for what
they did. (32:17)

Abu Sa’id al-Khudri reported
Allah’s Messenger (peace and

blessings of Allah be upon him) as
saying: The inmates of Paradise would
see the inmates of the apartment over
them just as you see the shining planets
in the eastern and the western horizon.
They said: Allah’s Messenger, would in
these abodes of Apostles others
besides them not be able to reach? He
said: Yes, they will, by Him, in Whose
hand is my life, those who believe in
God and acknowledge the truth, will
reach them.

Abu Sa’id al-Khudri reported that
Allah’s Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said that
Allah would say to the inmates of
Paradise: O Dwellers of Paradise, and
they would say in response: At thy
service and pleasure, our Lord, the
good is in thy Hand. He (the Lord) would
say:

Are you well pleased now? They
would say: Why should we not be
pleased, O Lord, when thou hast given
us what thou hast not given to any of Thy
creatures? He would, however, say: May
I not give you (something) even more
excellent than that? And they would say:
O Lord, what thing can be more
excellent than that? And they would say:
I shall cause My pleasure to alight upon
you and I shall never be annoyed with
you.
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You have seen how great is this
honour conferred by Allah upon a human
being.

Abu Huraira reported Allah’s
Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) as saying: The
(members of the) first group that would
be admitted to Paradise would have
their faces as bright as full moon during
the night and the next to this group would
have their faces as bright as the shining
stars in the sky. They would neither spit
nor suffer catarrh, nor void secretion and
their sweat would be musk. There would
be no dissension among them and no
enmity in their hearts. Their hearts would
be like one heart glorifying Allah
morning and evening.

Abu Huraira reported Allah’s
Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him ) as saying: The
people most loved by me from among
my Ummah would be those who come
after me but everyone amongst them
would have the keenest desire to catch
a glimpse of me even at the cost of his
family and wealth.

Abu Huraira reported Allah’s
Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) as saying: There
would enter Paradise whose hearts
would be like those of the hearts of birds.
This implies that just as the hearts of the
birds are free from every tint of jealousy
in the same way the hearts of the
inmates of Paradise would be free form

jealousy, rancour, deceit or hatred.

It has been said in the Holy Qur’an:

Therefore, Allah hath warded off
from them the evil of that day. And hath
made them find brightness and joy, and
had awarded them for all they endured,
a Garden and silk attire; reclining therein
upon couches, they will find there neither
(heat of) sun nor bitter cold. The shade
thereof is close upon them and the
clustered fruits thereof bow down. (76
:11-14)

And give glad tidings (O
Muhammad) to those who believe and
do good works: that theirs are garden
underneath which rivers flow; as often
as they are regaled with food of the fruit
thereof they say: This is what was given
us a foretime; and it is given to them in
resemblance. There are for them pure
companions; there for ever they abide.
(2: 25)

Therefore We said: O Adam!
This is an enemy unto thee and unto
thy wife, so let him not drive you both
out of the Garden, so that thou come
to toil. It is (vouchsafed) unto thee that
thou hungerest not therein nor are
naked. And thou thirstest not therein
nor art exposed to sun’s heat.
(20:117-119)

There they have all that they
desire, and there is more with Us.
(50:35)

On the day when thou
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(Muhammad) will see the believers,
men and women, their light shining
forth before them and on their right
hands, (wilt hear it said unto them):
Glad news for you this day. Gardens
underneath which rivers flow, wherein
ye are immortal. That is the supreme
triumph. (57:12)

Say: Shall I inform you of
something-better than that? For
those who keep from evil, with their
Lord, are gardens underneath which
rivers flow and pure companions,
and contentment from Allah. (3:15)

They hear therein no idle talk, but
only peace and therein they have feed
for morn and evening. (19: 62)

That day will faces be resplendent,
looking towards their Lord. (75 : 22, 23)

Hell

Abu Huraira reported Allah’s
Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) as saying: The fire
which sons of Adam burn is only one
seventieth part of the Fire of Hell. His
companions said: By Allah, even
ordinary fire would have been enough
(to burn people). Thereupon he said: It
is sixty nine part in excess of (the heat
of) fire in this world each of them being
equivalent to that heat.

Samura b. Jundab reported
Allah’s Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) as
saying: There would be among those to

whom the fire will reach unto their ankles
and to some of them the fire would reach
their knees and to some it would reach
their waists and to some it would reach
their collar bones.

Abu Huraira reported: The people
said to the Messenger of Allah (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him):
Messenger of Allah, shall we see our
Lord on the Day of Resurrection? The
Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Do
you feel any trouble in seeing the moon
on the night when it is full. They said:
Messenger of Allah, no. He further said:
Do you feel any trouble in seeing the
sun, when there is no cloud over it? They
said: Messenger of Allah, no. He (the
Holy Prophet) said: Verily, you would
see Him like this. God will gather people
on the Day of Resurrection and say: Let
every people follow what they
worshipped till no one is left except he
who worshipped Allah. Allah would come
to them in a form recognisable to them
and say: I am your Lord. They would say:
Thou art our Lord. And they would follow
Him. And a bridge would be set over the
Hell and my Ummah would be the first
to pass over it, and none but the
messengers would speak on that day
and the prayer of the messengers would
be: O Allah! Grant safety, grant safety.
He (the Holy Prophet) said: There would
be long hooks like the thorns of Saldan.
These would seize people for their
misdeeds. Some of them would escape
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for their good (deeds) and some would
be lacerated and let go and some would
be pushed into the fire of Hell till the
believers would find rescue from Fire.
When Allah would finish judging His
bondmen and because of His mercy
decide to take out of Hell such people
as He pleases, he would command the
angels to bring out those who had not
associated anything with Allah, whom
Allah decided to show mercy.

It has been stated about Hell in the
Holy Qur’an:

And those on the left hand; what
of those on the left hand? In scorching
wind and scalding water and shadow
of black smoke, neither cool nor
refreshing. Lo! Hitherto they were
effete with luxury, And used to persist
in awful sin. (56: 41-46)

Lo! whoso ascribeth partners
unto Allah, for him Allah has
forbidden Paradise. His abode is the
Fire. For evil doers there will be no
helpers. (5:72)

As for those who disbelieve,
Lo! if all that is in the earth were theirs,
and as much again therewith, to
ransom them the doom on the Day
of Resurrection, it would not be
accepted from them. Theirs will be a
painful doom. (5: 36, 37)

LO! they who deny our
revelations and scorn them, for them
the gates of the heaven will not be

opened nor will they enter the Garden
until the camel goeth through the
needle’s eye. Thus do We requite the
guilty. (7:40)

Lo! Allah will gather hypocrites
and disbelievers all together, into hell.
(4:140)

Lo! Allah pardoneth not that
partners should be ascribed to Him.
He pardoneth all save that to whom
He will. (4:115)

Then Lo! ye, the erring, the
deniers, ye verily will eat of a tree
called Zaqqum, and will fill your bellies
therewith; and therein ye will drink of
boiling water, drinking even as the
camel drinketh. (56 : 51-55)

Lo! those who disbelieve and
turn from the way of Allah and then
die disbelievers, Allah surely will not
pardon them. (47 : 34) (Are those
who enjoy all this) like those who are
immortal in the Fire and are given
boiling water to drink so that it teareth
their bowels? (47 :15)

The fire burneth their faces and
they are glum therein. (23:104)

Therein taste they neither
coolness nor any drink save boiling
water and a purulent fluid. (78: 24,
25)

On that day (many faces will be
downcast, Toiling, weary, scorched
by burning fire, drinking from a



[ 15 ]

THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, May 2024

boiling spring, no food for them save
bitter thorny fruit which doth not
nourish nor release from hunger. (88:
2-7)

Lo! with Us are heavy fetters
and a raging fire, and food which
choketh (the partaker), and a painful
doom. (74: 12, 13)

 But as for those who
disbelieve garments of fire will be cut
out for them; boiling fluid will be
poured down on their heads. (22:19)

In addition to these corporal
punishments, there will be spiritual
punishments for the denizens of Hell
which would be far more painful than
physical punishments. The Holy
Qur’an alludes to these punishments:

It is the fire of Allah, kindleth,
which leapeth over the hearts (of men)
(104: 6, 7)

And if each soul that doeth
wrong had all that is in the earth it
would seek to ransom itself therewith;
and they will feel remorse within them,
when they see the doom. (10:55)

They will not be permitted to put
forth any excuse or apologize:(Then
it will be said): O ye who disbelieve!
Make no excuses for yourself this day.
You are only being paid for what ye
used to do. (86: 7)

They (the denizens) of Hell will not
have the permission to converse with
Allah, the Exalted and Glorious, on the

Day of Judgement:

They will say: Our Lord! Our evil
fortune conquered us, and we were
erring folk. Our Lord! Oh, bring us
forth from hence! If we return (to evil)
then indeed we shall be wrong-doers.
He said: Begone therein, and speak
not unto me. (23: 106-108)

Those who had forgotten Allah, in
this world, Allah will not be
compassionate towards them on the
Day of Judgement:

He will say: So (it must be) Our
revelations came unto thee but thou
didst forget them. In the like manner
thou are forgotten this day. (20: 126)

There will also be such dwellers
of Hell as would be deprived of the
mercy of Allah Who would neither look
upon them nor speak to them. This is,
in fact, an expression of extreme wrath
by the Most Compassionate and
Merciful  Allah.

Lo! All those who purchase a
small gain at the cost of Allah’s
covenant and their oaths, they have
no portion in the Hereafter.   Allah will
neither speak to them nor look upon
them on the Day of Resurrection, nor
will He make them grow. Theirs will
be painful doom. (3: 77)

What concern hath Allah for
your punishment if ye are thankful (for
His mercies) and believe (in Him)!
Allah was ever Responsive, Aware.
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(4:147)

It is clear from the above verse of
the Holy Qur’an that Allah is neither
pleased to inflict punishment on the
sinful nor it is His will that they should
make themselves liable to be flung into
the Fire (of Hell). But He does not break
the Law which He has made from the
beginning. When Adam and Eve were
expelled out of Paradise and sent down
on earth they were asked to prove by
their action that they deserved to dwell
in Paradise for the second time. Both
of them were filled with remorse and
sought repentance which was granted
to them:

We said: Go down, all of you,
from hence; but verily there cometh
unto you from Me a guidance; and
whoso followeth My guidance, there
shall no fear come upon them neither
shall they grieve. (2: 38)

There are two reasons because
of which a person will be sent to Hell i.e.
ingratitude and disbelief and there are
two conditions, the fulfilment of which
would take a person to Paradise and
these are thankfulness for the favours
bestowed upon him by Allah and Faith
in Him. All other pious deeds support
this sentiment of thankfulness to Allah
and Faith in Him. All sins and evils are
the outcome of thanklessness and
disbelief.

Allah, the Exalted and Glorious,
has not created the best of his creation

to be the fuel of Hell. But He has created
him for compassion and mercy and not
for expression of His anger and wrath
on him. It has been said in the Holy
Qur’an:

Lo! We offered the trust unto the
heavens and the earth and the hills,
but they shrank from bearing it and
were afraid of it. And man assumed
it. Lo! he hath proved a tryant and a
fool. So Allah punisheth hypocritical
men and hypocritical women and
idolatrous men and idolatrous
women. But Allah pardoneth
believing men and believing women,
and Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. (33:
72, 73)

So Allah surely wronged them
not, but they did wrong themselves.
(9: 70)

It is evident from the above verse
that the Attribute of Allah is that He is
Forgiving and Merciful. If a man deprives
himself of His mercy on account of his
sins and evils whereby he incurs the
displeasure of Allah and is paid for what
he used to do, the fault lies with him:

Lot the Hour is surely coming.
But I will keep it hidden, that every
soul may be rewarded for that which
it striveth (to achieve). (20: 15)

Therefore, the Paradise and Hell
are the essential results of man’s
actions and deeds. Every action which
we do in this world has its ultimate result:
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eating and drinking provide us
satisfaction from hunger and thirst;
hunger gives us pain, illness
restlessness, falling down results in
injury, poison results in death; honey
sweetens our tongue etc. In short, every
good or evil action brings an essential
result which we get after the work is
completed. In the same way, the people
will bear the consequences of their own
actions and deeds in the life to come.
One who excels in goodness will be
rewarded a goodly reward; one whose
evils and wrong-doings outweigh his
good deeds will be punished. Allah will
do justice with all His creatures.

Allah, the Exalted, in His infinite
grace and mercy has informed the
people before-hand of the
consequences of their actions and
deeds. He gave them conscience and
wisdom and the sense to judge between
right and wrong. Then He sent to them
His Prophets and Messengers (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon them)
and the Book and conveyed His will and
commands to guide them to the right
path. Despite all this, those who
disobeyed Allah and committed
corruption and sins could not escape the
punishment due to their own wrong-
doings.

Messengers of good cheer and
of warning were sent to them, in order
that mankind might have no argument
against Allah after the messengers.
(4:165)

Allah, the Exalted, then sent the
Last of the Prophets, mercy unto the
worlds about whom the Holy Qur’an
says:

We sent thee not save as a mercy
for the people (21:107)

But the foolish and ungrateful man
denied his Prophethood and followed
his own whims and desires and
entangled himself in the snare of sin and
vice, wrong notions and beliefs, thus
bringing about his destruction by his own
misdeeds:

In truth thy Lord destroyed not
the townships tyrannously while their
folk were doing right. And if thy Lord
had willed, He verily would have
made mankind one nation, yet they
cease not differing, save him on
whom thy Lord hath mercy; and for
that He did create them.  (11:117-
119)

It is evident that man has been
created by Allah as recipient of His
grace and mercy and not His anger and
punishment. But man renders himself
liable to punishment by his own
misdeeds due to which he is deprived
of Allah’s mercy. Ibn ‘Abbas says: It is
for mercy that they have been created
and not for punishment.

But what can we say about the
man who, despite so many favours and
blessings of Allah upon him, does not
make himself worthy of His bliss
although he knows that He is Most
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Compassionate and Merciful.

My mercy embraceth all things.
(7:156)

And those who disbelieve are
driven unto Hell in troops till when they
reach it and the gates thereof are
opened, and the warders thereof say
unto them: Came there not unto you
messengers of your own reciting unto
you the revelations of your Lord and
warning you the meeting of the Day?
They say: Yes verily. But the word of
doom for the disbelievers is fulfilled.
(39:71)

Just as He shows mercy to
mankind in this world it would also be
shown to them in the hereafter and
there the greatest sign of His mercy
would be to keep His men away from
the accrued place (Hell) and to bring
them to the Place of everlasting bliss
(Paradise). He from whom (such
retribution) is averted on that day,
(Allah) has in truth had mercy on him.
That will be the signal triumph.(6: 16)

One of the unending favour and
blessings of Allah is that the sinners too,
after having borne the consequences of
their misdeeds, would be forgiven by
Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful
and taken out of the Fire of Hell and
entered into the Garden.

What is Islam?

AI-Islam, the name of the Muslim’s
religion, literally means resignation to
the will of God. This name of the religion
was announced in Surah 5, verse 3,
ofthe Holy Qur’an. This verse was
revealed to. Prophet (PBUH) during his
last pilgrimage to Mecca. A part of the
verse reads: “This day have I perfected
your religion for you, and completed My
favour unto you, and have chosen for
you as religion ‘al-Islam’.” It is wrong to
call Islam Muhammadanism.

Islam preaches humanitarianism,
universal love, universal benevolence,
aims at universal fraternity, and rejects
all concepts of racialism and
sectarianism.

The Qur’an enjoins preaching
and persuasion, and strictly forbids
compulsion and violence in the
conversion of people to Islam. This
precept is set forth with the utmost
precision in the Qur’an. “Let there be
no compulsion in religion. The right
direction is henceforth made distinct
from the erroneous one” (2:256). The
charge that it was the sword that
brought about the rapid spread of Islam
now no more stands. It has been refuted
by a large number of eminent nor-
Muslim writers. Carlyle has exploded it.
Sir Edwin Arnold in his work” The
Preaching of Islam” has proved
convincingly that the spread of Islam
was due to its simplicity and rationality.
Mr Gandhi has affirmed the same
view”.
(An Epitome of The Teachings of Islam)
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Deception By Capitalism
- Hifzur Rab

The capitalist conspirators are
using their economic power to totally
marginalize justice (Haqq). They are
using their economic power and
political clout to confound the truth and
to conceal their fraud, exploitation and
oppression. They have modified many
economic procedures to allow
exploitation. We shall briefly discuss
some of these.

Capitalist system is based on
interest the mother of the economic
evils, which is Haram (forbidden) as the
existence of interest in the system
implies that the right of the poor to life
is subjugated to right of the rich to
withhold capital. This oppressive
economic system is being sustained by
fraud, deception and oppression.
Interest and profit are being treated at
par. The cases of unreasonably high
interest that the masses know to be
highly exploitative are said to be usury.
Thus, it is being made out that the
interest is not exploitative in itself.
Further, the use of the term ‘interest’
have been so generalized that all that
stand for growth stand linked to it. For
example, it is said that it is the self-
interest that motivate the people to work.
When ‘interest’ is used in such a
generalized form, there cannot be
growth without it. This is done to cause
confusion and this fraudulent
manipulation gives a human face to the

interest based dealings. Now the choice
is between either accepting both
interest and profit or to reject not only
interest but the part of the capital itself.

Prior to adaptation of
depreciating paper currencies, i.e,
before 1920/1930, interest could not
harm the interest of the Muslims as they
conducted most of their activities in
accordance with divine law which
strictly bans interest in all its forms. The
capitalist conspirators who wanted to
turn the world into a big colony, got the
gold standard abolished. Following the
abolition of gold standard, the monster
called inflation was universally imposed.
It allowed the entrepreneurs to pay
prevailing high interest rates (to the
capitalist creditors) by partly reducing
its magnitude and partly by allowing
burden of interest to be transferred to
the masses in form of increased prices
of product and services of the organized
sector. Thus, inflation sustains
capitalism.

After the abolition of gold
standard, the paper currencies no
longer satisfied the essential criteria of
being a standard measure of wealth.
Depreciation of currency produces an
illusion of increasing prices and it is
what constitutes inflation. Depreciation
of currency is same as a reduction in
the quantity represented by the
measure of wealth. Accordingly,
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depreciating currency is no standard
and therefore, it must not be used as a
standard of account. Yet these
depreciating currencies are normally
used as standard of account. This leads
to one of the major frauds that consist
of equating prof it to interest and
enforcement of accounting procedure
that considers of the capital itself as
interest.

Despite knowing it well that unless
money is a standard of wealth, it will
create problems for the common man
and it will lead to manipulation, fraud and
massive exploitation, the economists
hold that standard of wealth is not an
essential function of money. Similarly,
knowing it well that unit of account must
be standard, they never highlight it.
Depreciating currency is often used as
unit of account (for example by the
bankers) resulting in massive
exploitation of the common man but
economists keep silence.

Many industries in the organized
sector are based on capital borrowed
(by entrepreneurs) from the capitalist
creditors Entrepreneurs are said to be
the owners. The entrepreneur has to
assure that the profitability is much
higher than the interest rate. In doing so
entrepreneurs are often compelled to
keep production low and cost of product
high. They are under compulsion to
keep raw material costs and labor
wages low. Compulsion is that they have
to pay the interest they agreed to pay to
the capitalist creditors prior to setting

up of the industry. It is held that the
entrepreneurs are not at the fault as they
are acting under compulsion. The
capitalist creditors are also held not
guilty on the ground that the
entrepreneurs have borrowed the
capital of their own free will. Note how
the fraud is committed. The capitalist
creditors as also the entrepreneurs are
responsible as they have agreed on
terms that are known to cause
exploitation. The capitalist system itself
is at the fault as it is based on this
exploitative mechanism. The
economists and the governments are
responsible for wrongly holding the
entrepreneurs to be the owners when
they are not free not to exploit. Thus,
capitalism converts entrepreneurs into
agents of exploitation.

A major part of the profits that are
produced by the economic activities is
set out as cost of capital (being the
interest paid on capital borrowed). This
accounting procedure shows the profit
to be much lower than the actual profit.
This difference is very vital in case of
the poorly productive units. Thus, having
shown the profits to be very poor the
owners of these units compel the labor
to accept minimum subsistence level of
wages and they are also able to fool the
masses to accept lower than adequate
prices for the raw materials supplied by
them. This fraudulent terminology and
highly exploitative procedure is used to
exonerate the capitalist creditors of the
responsibility they bear in respect of the
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exploitation being caused due to their
exploitative investment of their capital.

Share based business provides
the means to pool the small savings of
the have-nots and to use it to run highly
productive and profitable industries.
The legal provisions that govern it have
been so modified that small minority of
the share holders normally belonging to
a single business house gains total
control on the business while the vast
majority of the remaining share holders
are practically without any right- not even
to seek a sell-off so that they can share
the proceeds of the sale in the ratio of
their investments.Thus it is being used
as a potent tool by the capitalist
conspirators to take effective control of
the resources that are still owned by the
poor.

Majority of the economists happen
to be paid agents of the capitalists and
have been assigned the work of
maximizing the benefits accruing to their
masters. Even the legal provisions have
been amended to ensure that non-
exploiters are not able to compete with
the exploiters. For example
entrepreneurs who have taken capital
on interest are allowed to deduct the
amount of the interest paid by them as
the cost of capital. This allows them to
manipulate the data to show almost nil
profits and thus escape the payment of
taxes while those who set-up their
business on capital raised under profits
sharing contract, have to pay income
tax on total profit. Further, they cannot

manipulate the records as the share of
the Sahib-e-Mal (creditor) is determined
by the profits and therefore, the (Sahib-
e-Mal) has to ensure that the profits are
not under estimated.

Shortage of supply causes the
price to rise and abundance causes
price to fall. This is very natural and it is
what constitutes temporary price
increase (Ghirani) and fall in prices but
it has nothing to do with inflation which
is the consequence of depreciation.
Depreciation of currency is a fraudulent
procedure by that wealth represented
by currency that ought to be a standard,
is consistently reduced. That causes the
masses to pay part of the interest that
the entrepreneurs contract with the
capitalist creditors. Planned inflationary
economy constitutes an institutionalized
exploitation of the masses and the
labor. International trade between
inflationary economies leads to
fraudulent transfer of wealth of the less
developed economy towards the more
developed ones.

Unfortunately, despite being the
custodians of Quran-e-Hakim   the
Sunnah (Mubarkah), the Ummah is still
unaware as well as to this massive
exploitation and oppression. The
Muslims have suffered the worst and
their economy has been pulverized.
Rather, our intellectual activity has
declined to such an abyss that the
capitalist circulating the totally baseless
propaganda that Islam responsible for
it. 
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(Cont. on page 35)

(Cont. from page 38)

accession. Second, in matters in which there are no precedents, I shall consult the
knowledgeable. Third, I shall not lay down my hand on any one unless it becomes
imperative for sake of justice.”

‘AIi was elected on the assassination of ‘Uthman by the rebels. At first ‘Ali
declined to accept the office but ultimately he yielded under the entreaties of his
friends and threats of the regicides.

These Caliphs not only themselves practised what they preached to others but
also directed their governors and officials to act uprightly for the welfare of the people.
Despatching ‘Amr bin al ‘Aas on Syrian expedition, Abu Bakr exhorted him, ‘Oh Amr
fear God in your open and concealed deeds for He is seeing you and your actions.
Prepare for the Hereafter and keep the good pleasure of God as your objective in
every act. Behave with your companions as if they are your children. Do not pry into
the secrets of people and accept the outward presentations. Keep yourself upright
and your subjects will follow your example.”

‘Umar used to tell his officials, “I have not appointed you officials over the
community of the Prophet so that you may become their master. On the contrary, I
have appointed you to ensure observance of prayers by the people and for deciding
their disputes with justice and giving their rights with equity.” He publicly announced,
“I have not appointed any official to beat up people or to snatch away their property
but for the purpose of teaching you your religion and the way of the Prophet. If anybody
has been treated otherwise he can come forward with his complaint and he will get
full recompense.”

While appointing Qais bin Sa’ad as governor of Egypt ‘AIi sent a letter to the
people of Egypt which read—

“Beware ! you have a right upon us that we should act in accordance with the
Book of God and Traditions of the Prophet and we should guide your affairs in the
manner ordained by God. We should strive openly as well as behind your backs for
your well-being.” The letter concluded, ‘ ‘If we do not conduct ourselves accordingly
we have no right for your allegiance.”

Writing to a governor ‘AIi said, “Let there be no barriers between you and your
subjects. Erection of barriers by the authorities is short sightedness and deficiency
of knowledge. Because of these veils they do not get to know the real state of affairs
and small things appear big and big things appear small. Virtue is presented as evil
and evil as virtue and truth and falsehood get inter-mixed.

‘All himself acted upon this advice. He used to go round the markets of Kufa
with a whip in his hand but unaccompanied any escort or servant. He would advice
the people and would personally see that the businessmen were not committing any
dishonesty in their dealings.
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Addressing Citizens in A secular Democracy
- Karan Thapar*

I was brought up in an age when
it was assumed prime ministers would
do the right and honourable thing. And
if the Prime Minister said it, it was
bound to be correct. Terminological
inexactitudes were, no doubt,
common but my parents would never
have believed Jawaharlal Nehru
indulged in them. In an old-fashioned
sort of way, he was considered a
paragon.

We’ve travelled a long distance
since the fifties and sixties. These
days there’s nothing you would not
expect of a politician and prime
ministers are no longer considered
different, leaving aside superior, to
other hacks. The respect and, even,
admiration that was commonplace in
the decade after Independence has
more or less completely disappeared.
“Sab chor hain” (they’re all thieves)
is more likely to be the prevailing
sentiment.

And yet, even in my most
pessimistic and darkest moods, I

would never have thought I would hear
a Prime Minister attack and demonise
a sizeable section of his own fellow
citizens. And find ways of repeating
it. Artfully, his admirers might say, but
multiple times. And seem to enjoy
doing so and feel justified and
vindicated. Otherwise, surely, he
would have stopped, may have
corrected himself, and, possibly,
expressed regret. But that hasn’t
happened, whilst the re-iterations,
public, forceful, and from changing
locations, continue.

Let me repeat what was originally
said and then ask yourself is my
response understandable or
exaggerated? These were the words
spoken in Hindi: “Pehle jab unki sarkar
thi, unhone kaha tha ki desh ki
sampati par pehla adhikar Musalmano
ka hai. Iska matlab, ye sampati ikkathi
karke kisko baatenge? Jinkke zyada
bacche hain, unko baatenge,
ghuspaithyon ko baatenge. Kya aapki
mehnat ki kamayi ka paisa
ghuspaithyon ko diya jayega? Aapko
manzoor he yeh?” (Earlier when they
(the Congress) were in power they

* Karan Thapar is the author of Devil’s
Advocate: The Untold Story. The
views expressed are personal
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had said Muslims have the first right
to the wealth of the nation. This means
they will distribute this wealth to those
who have more children, to infiltrators.
Should your hard-earned money be
given to infiltrators? Do you agree to
this?)

So, who are these people who
have “more children”? Who are these
people who have been called
“infiltrators”? Isn’t it clear and, even,
obvious from the first sentence? Can
there be any doubt? And who are
these “Musalman” mentioned in that
sentence? Are they not the Muslims
of India, our fellow citizens, with equal
rights and liberties as every one of
us? Or could they be foreigners,
outsiders, aliens?

Now, what’s your answer to my
question? Am I naïve to express
shock? And to be, in fact, shaken?
Or would you have expected such
allegations from any of our prime
ministers?

I know Donald Trump often
speaks like this but when he does he
makes us cringe. In the late 1960s,
Enoch Powell spoke like this in Britain
but the country’s establishment turned
its back on him. And no doubt the

Pragya Singh Thakurs and Sadhvi
Rithambaras of our generation revel
in such rhetoric but they only invite
contempt and derision.

There’s something else that’s
surprised me though by now I accept
my credulity has probably taken a
serious hit in your eyes. It’s the
response of our media. If there has
been, I haven’t noticed dismay,
certainly not revulsion.

Maybe I read the wrong papers
and watch the wrong TV channels but
my impression is that what’s been
said has been taken in its stride. If
not accepted, at least not remarked
upon. Definitely not criticised. I find
that almost hard to believe except I
think it’s undeniable. Again, would you
agree?

I’m sorry I’ve posed a lot of
questions today and given you very
few answers. But I don’t want to
impose my views. Instead, I want you
to reflect. So forgive one last question:
Is it fitting – no, more accurately, is it
morally correct – for the prime
minister of a secular democracy to
speak of fellow citizens of a different
faith in this manner?

(The Hindustan Times, 05-05-24)
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Giving Primacy to Human Development
- M. Suresh Babu

The promise of development has
emerged as a rallying point for political
parties for the elections. Taking stock of
the achievements of the past few years,
as portrayed in the Human Development
Report, underscores the task ahead and
the need for a clear strategy for embarking
on a long journey.

A Poor Ranking on HDI

Two recent reports reveal some
important facets of India’s development.
First, the Human Development Report
2023-24, published by the United Nations
Development Programme, takes a
comparative perspective and maps the
achievements in the area of human
development. Second, a paper published
by the World Inequality Lab in March 2024
provides long-term trends in income and
wealth inequality in India between 1922
and 2023. These reports do not reveal very
encouraging trends on both fronts and can
be used for future course corrections.
More importantly, the evidence published
is a signif icant guidepost for the
forthcoming government, if it is to advance
human capabilities and enhance the
welfare of citizens, which are agendas of
the major parties.

India ranked 134 out of 193
countries in the UN Human Development
Index (HDI) in 2022, which was an
improvement compared to 2021, when it
ranked 135 out of 192 countries. This one-
point increase can be attributed to a

marginal increase in HDI value to 0.644 in
2022 from 0.633 in 2021. This places India
is in the medium human development
category. Between 1990 and 2022, India
witnessed an increase in HDI value by
48.4%, that is, from 0.434 in 1990 to 0.644
in 2022.

However, even though India moved
up a rank compared to 2021, it still fell
behind Bhutan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
and China. The medium human
development category of countries
includes Myanmar, Ghana, Kenya, Congo
and Angola. The index on which India
registered an improvement is the Gender
Inequality Index. In 2022, India was ranked
108 out of 193 countries, while in 2021, it
ranked 122 out of 191 countries. However,
India also has one of the largest gender
gaps in its labour force participation rate
as there exists a 47.8% difference
between women (28.3%) and men
(76.1%).

The Report raises concerns on
rising inequality and its implications for
advancing human development. Inequality
between countries at the upper and lower
ends of the HDI started to increase each
year since 2020. This divergence is
compounded by substantial economic
concentration, as almost 40% of the global
trade in goods is concentrated in three or
fewer countries. Further, in 2021, the
market capitalisation of each of the three
largest technology companies surpassed
the GDP of more than 90% of countries
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that year. The ramification of increased
inequality is discussed in the Report, which
states, “The share of people having very
high control over their lives is low and
relatively equal for the bottom 50 percent
of the population, but rises with income
for deciles 6 and above. Thus, income
inequalities, which often intersect and are
associated with other inequalities in
human development, shape agency.” That
is, agency increases as income grows for
the bottom 50% of the distribution.

When adjusted for inequality, India’s
loss in HDI is 31.1%, which is higher than
that of Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal and
Pakistan.

Widening Inequality

The World Inequality Lab study
shows that the bottom 50% were getting
only 15% of India’s national income in 2022-
23. According to the study, “The top 1%
earn on average 5.3 million, 23 times the
average Indian (INR 0.23 million). Average
incomes for the bottom 50% and the
middle 40% stood at INR 71,000 (0.3 times
national average) and INR 1,65,000 (0.7
times national average) respectively. At the
very top of the distribution, the richest
10,000 individuals (of 920 million Indian
adults) earn on average INR 480 million
(2,069 times the average Indian)”. This
stark income inequality in India has
important implications on the aggregate
demand and consumption and on human
welfare. The real growth rate of incomes
at each percentile of the income
distribution shows that growth for the top
decile has been significantly higher than

the rest of the population. Within the top
10%, growth rates rise with rank indicating
that those at the very top benefited much
more than the others. Interestingly, during
2014-2022, the incomes of the middle
40% of the income distribution seem to
have grown slower than the bottom 50%.
This skewed income distribution and
growth of incomes of the higher
percentiles indicate a forthcoming
possibility of the reduction in the size of
the ‘middle class’. When growth gets very
concentrated at the top, the pace of
economic polarization accelerates
eventually resulting in the emergence of
two classes, the haves and have-nots.
Household debt levels in India reached a
record high of 40% of GDP by December
2023, and the net financial savings
plunged to 5.2% of the GDP, according to
a recent report. A breakup of household
debt shows that unsecured personal loans
have experienced the most rapid growth,
followed by secured debt, agricultural
loans, and business loans. Annual
borrowings of households surged to 5.8%
of GDP in 2022-23, the second highest
level in independent India. Given low levels
of human development, high levels of
inequality, low savings and high debt, it is
time to think about an alternate growth
strategy which accords primacy to human
development and convert it as a route to
accelerate growth. This needs political will
and thinking beyond short-term electoral
gains. As a first step towards this, the
narrative of development needs to be
recast. 

(The Hindu, 09-05-24)
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General Amnesty Proclaimed
- S.M Rabey Hasani Nadwi

The Prophet (SAW) had the range
of forgiveness and amnesty widened on
that day to the extent that from among the
people of Makkah only that person who
himself was not willing to be pardoned and
spared could have got perished. The
Allah’s Prophet (SAW) had the instructions
issued to the army men that while entering
Makkah they should not raise hands except
on the one, and only one, who puts hurdles
in their way and gets into a clash with
them. He also had it instructed that
circumspection should be exercised in
respect of possessions and properties of
the Makkans. Hands should not be laid on
them.

It was a spectacle to watch! The
victorious battalions of Muslims were seen
advancing like tumultuous sea-waves.
Various tribes of them, with their respective
hordes, were marching past. Whenever
some tribe would pass by. Abu Sufyan
would enquire its name from Hazrat
Abbas. On hearing the name he would
say: ‘What do I have to do with this tribe.’

Finally, the Prophet (SAW) himself,
surrounded by the large contingent of his
companions, appeared on the scene.
Looking greenish owing to abundance of
weapons, it was the iron-clad regiment of
Muhajireen and Ansar which, having the
Prophet (SAW) encircled was moving
along. Looking at this spectacular sight,
Abu Sufyan said: ‘Subhan-Allah! (Glory to

God!) Tell me Abbas, who are these
people?’ ‘It is the Allah’s Prophet moving
ahead in a procession of Muhajireen and
Ansar.’, he replied. Hearing that, he said:
‘No one can overwhelm them with might
and By God! O Abul Fadhl! What a
dominance it is that your wields this
morning today!’ ‘It is the miracle of the
Prophecy!, he said.

On entering Makkah, Abu Sufyan
loudly announced: ‘O People of the
Quoraish! Here it is Mohammad! He has
come to you with such a force as would
have never been experienced by you. He
referred to the announcement made by the
Prophet (SAW) that whoever would now
get into Abu Sufyan’s house would be
granted quarter. Hearing that, the people
took to saying: ‘You be damned! What
worth does your house have that all of us
could get shelter therein?!’ Then he
referred to this announcement also that
whoever would have the doors of his
house shut on him would also be granted
quarter; and, the one who would get into
the mosque (the Harem mosque, that is)
would also be granted quarter. Thereupon,
the people got dispersed. They had the
refuge taken in their respective houses
and the Harem mosque.

The Humble Attitude Adopted by the
Prophet (SAW) While Entering Makkah:

The Allah’s Prophet (SAW) made his
entry into Makkah in such a way as made
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again a great spectacle! Overwhelmed by
the emotions of Abdiyat (sense of being
Allah’ servant) and humility, his auspicious
head was totally bowed down; so much
so that his chin was close to getting
touched by the saddle. While entering
Makkah it was the Surat Al-Fath that he
was reciting.

While entering Makkah, along with
his huge army of Mustims, the Allah’s
Prophet (SAW) had the history of the past
twenty years getting unfolded before his
eyes. It was the period during which his
Makkan compatriots had made his, as well
as his companions’ lives, miserable and
had made it hard for him (SAW) and his
companions to survive even. They had
subjected them to all sorts of torments and
tortures. They had already taken all the
steps to even have him (SAW) and his
companions finished off. It was as a result
of such animosity that he (SAW) and
before him his companions, had found
themselves compelled on saying adieu to
their homeland. They had made even their
return to their homeland and visiting the
sacred House of Allah and worshipping
therein, too, impossible for them. That very
worship which was freely permitted to be
performed by the denizens of each and
every region of the Arab world, by coming
over to Makkah, had been made out of
bounds for the Prophet (SAW) and his
companions. Today was the day now
when he (SAW), by virtue of being its
conqueror, was entering that very city. And,
all these Johnnies, the sanguinary

enemies of him (SAW) and his
companions, were finding themselves
compelled on having to helplessly put up
with his entry that was gained by virtue of
his being its conqueror.

Makkah was a place that was central
to Arabian Peninsula. And a glorious one,
at that! From the spiritual and political point
of view, it was to the Arab world what the
vitals are to the body. Considering that, one
can imagine how much elated and full of
pride one would feel having this Makkah
under heel. What an air of grandeur he
would enter it with! But, the deportment of
the Prophet of Allah (SAW) was just
opposite to that. No demeanour of equality
and justice, humility and Abdiyat (the sense
of being Allah’s servant) was such as was
not assumed by him on this occasion. It
was not some very close relative or
favoured companion but Hazrat Usamah,
the son of his liege (the manumitted slave),
Hazrat Zaid, whom he had made to sit
behind him on his mount. None of the clan
of Banu Hashim and the nobles of the
Quoraish who were present there in a
large number was conferred this honour
by him (SAW).

Likewise, on this very day of victory
over Makkah, when an individual, while
talking to him (SAW) on some issue,
started shivering overwhelmed by his
grandeur, he (SAW) said to him. ‘Don’t get
scared. Rest assured, I am no sort of king.
I am merely the son of such a woman of
the Quoraish as had only the pieces of
jerked meat for her subsistence.’  
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The Qur'an is the last book of Allah.
It  was  sent by Allah  through Jibrail (AS) to
the last prophet Muhammad (PBUH) for  the
entire human beings living  in  the world. It
has also been said "Hudal Linnas"
(Guidance for mankind).

The Holy Qur'an encompasses every
aspect of human life. Allah Himself
mentioned its main purpose in Sura Ibrahim,
"A Book which We have revealed unto thee,
in order that thou mightiest lead mankind
out of the depths of darkness into light".
(S.14.A.1)

It is true that those who study the Holy
Qur'an will find their  goals and destination
in this world and the  Hereafter. And who
follow it in letter and spirit are dubbed as
"Muttaqi"(pious persons). Hence, their lives
are absolutely cautious and meticulous.
They always fear Allah. Those who derive
benefits from the Holy Qur'an  are
described as Muttaqi and such persons
attain practical guidance from it. That is why
at another place the Holy Qur'an says,
"Hudal Lilmuttaqeen" viz guidance for the
pious persons.

Truly speaking, the first invitation of
the Qur'an is Tawheed (unity of Allah). Allah
sent all His Messengers with this mission.
Accordingly, it had been the mission of
every prophet. "O My people! Worship
Allah! Ye have no other god but Him. The
Oneness of Allah is frequently mentioned
in various verses of the Holy Qur'an. His
Godhead  was illustrated in  different
sophisticated ways.

The Teachings of The Qur’an
- S. Bilal Abdul Hai Hasani Nadwi*

Associationism (Shirk) was
condemned in many verses of the Holy
Qur'an. It was candidly said that “Allah
forgiveth not that partners should be set
up with Him; but He forgiveth anything else,
to  whom He pleaseth." (S.4.V.48)

The crux of the matter is that unity of
God implies the tremendous  responsibility
of being Allah's vice- gerent on earth, which
was the sole mission of all prophets.

Everybody who  ponders over the
Qur'an and tries to understand it, naturally
begins to abhor Shirk or associationism. A
great scholar of the Holy Qur'an has written
that readers of the Qur'an may become
everything but not polytheist.

After the reform  of belief (Iman), the
most str iking aspect on which
unprecedented emphasis  was laid down
in the Qur'an is reformation in society. To
begin with,  special importance was given
in numerous places of  the Qur'an in order
to put an end to social and moral evils.
Individual and collective rights and matters
have also been beautifully illustrated in the
Qur'an. It has also described the narration
of the doing away of some social evils in
the  stories of some messengers with great
importance.

The Holy Qur'an says, "O My people!
worship Allah: ye have no other god but
Him. And give not short measure or weight.
I see you in prosperity, but I fear for you
the chastisement of a Day that will
encompass you all around." (S.11.A.84)

(English Rendering by Obaidur Rahman
Nadwi)

(To be continued)
* Rector Nadwatul Ulama, Lucknow.
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Every tree is known by its
fruit.Education is like a tree and its fruit
is morality and good
manners.Hence,one must learn
education absorbing  sublime norms
and excellent manners. Islam is the only
religion which made education
obligatory for its adherents.Islam
encourages its followers to enlighten
themselves with religious as well as
other branches of knowledge and
learning.Needless to add, Islam affirms
the right to education for all its adherents
without any gender discrimination.“In
Islam knowledge can not be divorced
from faith.As Muslims were directed first
to recite,they could not neglect
knowledge.Such are not true Muslims
who disregard knowledge.They are not
representative of Islam.Knowledge,as
the Qur'an directs,should be pursued
under the guidance of the All- Wise and
All- Knowing Allah.For it is a difficult
path,full of hazards and pitfalls.Man is
liable to be misled at every stage.It is
therefore imperative that this goal be
pursued under divine supervision. Allah
does not direct the pursuit of knowledge
in an absolute sense.Applied branches
of knowledge are not intended by this
instruction.The same holds true for the
leisure and  entertainment industry.The
Qur'an forbids such knowledge that
leads to mutual hostility and wars, nor

Education And Morality
- Obaidur Rahman Nadwi

should knowledge be abused to meet
material needs alone,and nor does it
consist in linguistic skills either.Allah
being man's  Creator is fully aware of
man's needs and weaknesses. The first
revelation accords prominence to the
pen,though this was highly uncommon
in the then Makkah.Only a fewscribes
there possessed such skills and
reference to in the Arabic poetry of the
day is almost non- existent."( Guidance
from the Holy Qur'an,page 118)

Truly speaking,the pursuit of
knowledge must be understood in a
wide sense to include all the branches
of knowledge.An individual can not have
the versatility or be pursuing all the
branches of knowledge; but a
community must do so.It was the holistic
approach and the love of learning
encouraged by Islam that enabled the
Muslims to make their remarkable
contribution to all fields of knowledge-
sciences and sociology as well as
philosophy and medicine. Muslims have
to think of both success in this world as
well as salvation in the Hereafter.The
two aspects are integral parts of a
coherent,integrated life.In the Indian
context, there are three aspects of
education of Muslims- education for
Muslim,for a citizen of India and for

(Cont. on page 10)
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Man has been created in the best
of moulds (Ahsan -i-Taqwim). According
to the Prophetic Tradition (Hadith) Allah
has created man in His own image
(Khalaqa Allah Adama ‘Ala Suratihi).
Thus, being the climax and the crown of
the creation, man is an all-embracing
theatre of Divine Hierophany and a
source of ultimate effusion of Truth.
Being the vicegerent of Allah (Khalifat-
AlIah) on earth and being a celestial
archetype on earth he has to bear and
discharge the Divine Trust (Amana). An
ideal creature like man cannot
discharge his Amana without perfect
and sound health—both physical and
spiritual.

The concept of Original Sin and
the treatment of man as a primary sinner,
neither existed in Islam nor was disease
ever regarded as the result of Original
Sin, unworthy of any medical treatment.
The rapid disintegration of his
personality, according to Islam, is the
result of his forgetfulness of the mission
assigned to him as the representative
of Allah on earth and because of his total
identification with the world of passion
and greed. He then loses the Divine
Form and his theomorphic nature and
he falls from the position of his
vicegerency.

The Philosophy of Medical Treatment in Islam
- S. Habibul Haque Nadwi

 This was the philosophy which
dominated the thinking of the Muslims
through the centuries in every walk of life
and in every field of knowledge,
including Medicine. Eminent Muslim
doctors and physicians, also being great
scholars of the Qur’an and the Sunna,
regarded medical service as a religious
duty, incumbent upon them to sustain the
health of the vicegerent of Allah in
dynamic shape and function.

THE QUR’ANIC IMPERATIVES ON

DIETETICS

(al-Ghadhaiyat)

The first Divine injunctions in
respect to human diet are found in the
Qur’an. Since the health of the soul is
linked to the health of the body and since
both are interdependent and
interrelated, the Creator of man, Himself,
cognisant of the biological needs of
man, prescribed Halal and nourishing
(Tayyab) food and prevented man from
eating Haram and unhealthy food. Since
diet is instrumental in preserving the
health of man and since food controls
the biological phenomena of the human
body Muslim doctors and medical
experts pondered over the Qur’anic
verses and the jurists, exegetists,
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biographers and historians explained
the verses in the light of the Prophetic
Traditions (Ahadith dealing with Tibb-an
Nabawl - Prophetic Medicine), which
gave rise to the primary Arabic medical
literature. The doctors, physicians,
surgeons and experts in other fields of
medicine were inspired by the same
religious injunctions and followed the
dietary laws of the Qur’an in their
medical treatment in order to save
mankind from illness and physical
infirmity. There neither space nor
occasion to deal with such verses in
detail, yet a cursory glance  over the
verse dealing directly with dietetics will
assist us in understanding the
philosophy of medical treatment in Islam.
The Qur’an addresses both the
believers and the non-believers in
regard to their diet. Addressing humans
in general the Qur’an commands:

O, ye people! eat of what is on
earth, lawful and good and do not
follow the footsteps of the evil one,
for he is to you an avowed enemy (11
: 168).

The believers have also been
addressed in a similar tone:

O, ye who believe, eat of the
good things that We have provided
for you and be grateful to God, if it is
Him ye worship (11:172)

From the Qur’a-nic verses it is
evident that lawful (Halal) food is
regarded as a prerequisite for the
maintenance of sound health whilst the
forbidden and unlawful (Haram) food
has been described as injurious and
impious to health, causing illness and
physical ailments. The recurring theme
of Halal food leads us to believe that
prevention is better than cure. Haram
food leads man to offensive and sinful
deeds while Halal food leads him to licit
deeds. The following verses merit our
attention:

(I) Eat of the good things what We
have provided for you. (But they
rebelled). To Us they did no harm,
but they harmed their own souls
(11:57).

(II) So eat and drink of the sustenance
provided by God, and do not evil
nor mischief on the (face of the)
earth (11.60).

(III) O, ye who believel Make not
unlawful, the good things which
God hath made lawful for you. But
commit no excess for God loveth
not those given to excess. Eat of
the things which God hath
provided for you, lawful and good
(Halal and Tayyab); but fear God
in whom ye believe (V: 90-91).

(IV) Eat what God hath provided for
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you, and follow not the footsteps
of Satan, for he is to you an
avowed enemy (VI:142).

(V) Eat the good things We have
provided for you, (But they
rebelled). They did no harm, hut
they harmed their own souls
(Vll:160).

(VI) But (now) enjoy what ye took in war,
lawful and good: But fear God for
God is Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful
(Vill:69).

(VII) So eat of the sustenance which
God   hath provided for you, lawful
and good (Halal and Tayyab). .And
be grateful for the favours of God,
if it is He whom ye serve (X VI:14).

(VIII) Eat of the good things We have
provided for your sustenance, but
commit no excess therein, lest My
Wrath should justly descend on
you: and those on whom
descends My Wrath do perish
indeed! (XX:81)

In addition to its emphasis on
Halal and Tayyab food, the Qur’an also
lays stress on eating the meat of such
animals which have been slaughtered
in the name of Allah. Consuming of non-
Halal meat has been described as sinful
(Fisq) which leads to moral depravity
and dissolute life:

(i) So eat of (meats) on which God’s

name hath been pronounced, if ye
have faith in His Signs. Why should
ye not eat of (meats) on which
God’s name hath been
pronounced, when He hath
explained to you in detail what is
forbidden to you except under
compulsion of necessity? But
many do mislead (men) by their
appetites unchecked by
knowledge. Thy Lord knoweth
best those who transgress (VI:
118-119).

(ii) Eat not of (meats) on which God’s
name hath not been pronounced:
that would be impiety (Fisq). But
the evil ones ever inspire their
friends to contend with you. If ye
were to obey them, ye would
indeed be Pagans. (VI: 121).

The overindulgence and wastage
of food have been condemned by Allah
in the following words:

O Children of Adam! Wear your
beautiful apparel at every time and
place of prayer: eat and drink: But waste
not by excess, for God loveth not the
wasters. (VIl: 31)

The Qur ’anic verse clearly
indicates that good and Halal lawful diet
stimulates man for virtuous and pious
deeds (A’mali-Saleh) and creates Godly
character. Addressing His own
Messengers, Allah guides them in the
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following words:

O ye Apostles! Enjoy and eat
all things good and pure, and work
righteousness: for I am well
acquainted with (all) that ye do. (XXIII:
51).

Eat and drink ye, with profit and
health, because of your good deeds.
(LII: 19).

Although the later verses are
symbolical descriptions of life in heaven,
they are down to earth. The bliss of
righteousness is the result of the bliss
of Halal and good sustenance which
provides individual bliss as well as the
social bliss together with individual
satisfaction that one obtains through
sound health and pious works. It is only
those who do good works, which are
products of good and pure diet, shall
have the throne of dignity. The words
‘eating’ and ‘drinking’, if taken in the non-
literal sense, generate enormous
meanings. They also imply that one
should neither eat up the money of the
orphans, widows or the weak, nor should
one earn his livelihood through Haram
means, that is, injustice, theft, forgery,
exploitation etc. There is no bliss
(Baraka) in life today since seldom do
we eat the earnings of Halal money or
Halal sources.

The Arabic imperatives (Kulu: eat)
have been used throughout the Qur’an.

They are very significant since the jurists
interpret the imperatives as a collective
duty (Fard al-Kifaya). Excessive eating
or wastage (Israf) has been forbidden
by the Qur’an. Contemporary medical
science has been very much concerned
with regulating food intake (dieting) and
using normal healthy food for the
nourishment and preservation of health.

In Islam the sanctity of human life
can be evaluated in many verses in the
Qur’an, which allow man to eat non-Halal
food in emergencies, namely, if his life
is in danger or medical necessities
demand administering such food to the
patient in order to save his life. The
Qur’an first lists Haram foods and then
relaxes the dietary laws only to save
human life — a sacred trust (Amana)
from God given to man.

He hath forbidden you dead
meat, and blood, and the flesh of
swine, and that on which any other
name hath been invoked besides
that of God. But if one is forced by
necessity, without willful
disobedience, nor transgressing due
limits, then he is guiltless. For God is
Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful. (11: 173)

Thus the Holy Qur’an spells out the
infallible Divine Wisdom and Infinite
Mercies of the Creator to man who is
but endowed with limited and fallible
wisdom and finite vision.
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Election of Abu Bakr

On the death of the Prophet the
Ansar of Medina assembled in Saqifa
bani Sa ‘ada to elect a successor to the
Prophet. Sa‘ad bin‘lbada addressed
them in the following terms :-—

‘Oh Ansar ! no clan of Arabia
stands equal to you in dignity and
prestige. You are the first of the
believers. For ten years the prophet
lived amongst his own people and
preached to them to worship God and
to abandon idolatory but only a few
listened to him and those who
embraced Islam were not in a position
to defend themselves what to say of
defending the Prophet and raising the
banner of Islam. When God blessed us
with the advent of the Prophet we
assisted him, carried out jihad against
his adversaries and your sword
subdued many an arrogant foe as a
result of which every nook and corner
of the Arabian peninsula is under the
sway of Islam. The Prophet was well
pleased with you and died amongst you.
Having regard to all this, if I say that you
are better entitled to his succession I
should not be wrong.”

Getting news of this assembly
‘Umar hastened to it accompanied by
Abu Bakr and Abu ‘Obeidah bin Jarrah.
After praising God and describing the
condition of Arabia before the advent
of Islam Abu Bakr addressed the

Khilafat-E-Rashida (11-40 A. H.=632-661 A. D.)

- S. Athar Husain

concourse thus ‘’It was difficult for the
Arabs to give up the religion of their
ancestors but God bestowed this
honour upon the Muhajirin among the
people of the Prophet that they
acknowledged his prophethood,
accepted the faith, gave solace to him
and bore up all manner of difficulties and
tribulation, the abuse and opposition of
their own people and inspite of their
great numerical inferiority they
disregarded the contempt, hatred and
enmity of their people. The Muhajirin
who belonged to the family of the
Prophet were the first to practise
worship of God in this land. After this I
have no hesitation in saying that the
group of the first Muhajirin is best entitled
to the Caliphate. Leaving aside the
unjust everyone will endorse my view.
Oh Ansar ! we acknowledge your
position and station and the precedence
you took in religion. God selected you
as the helpers of His Apostle and
directed him to migrate to you. Many of
the widows of the Apostle and wives of
the Muhajirin belong to your families.
After the first Muhajirin we hold you in
highest estimation. Let there be Amirs
from amongst us and Vazirs from
amongst you. We shall never do
anything without consulting you.”

One of the Ansar, Hubab bin
Munzar suggested that there should be
one Amir for amongst the Ansar and one
from amongst the Muhajirin. (Umar
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opposed the suggestion and said, ‘It
would be calamity if there were to be
two Amirs simultaneously. By God the
Arabs will never agree to be your
subjects when their prophet was from a
different clan. On the contrary the Arabs
will not hesitate to accept the authority
and obedience of the prophet’s clan.
This is such a forceful argument that can
dare to controvert it. We pertain to the
family of the Prophet and who can be
better entitled to his succession than us.
Only an obstinate can deny it.”

Bani Khazraj seemed even then
inclined to give acceptance to Sa’ad bin
ilbada. The Aus opposed it and sided
with the Muhajirin. Umar proposed the
name of Abü Bakr and himself
advanced to give allegiance on his hand
saying “Abu Bakr! Did not the Prophet
ask you to lead the prayers in his place.
I give my allegiance to you. You are the
successor of the Prophet. To give fealty
to you is to give fealty to the person who
was dearest to the Prophet,” Abu
‘Obeidah and Bashir bin Sa’ad followed
suit and then one after the other all the
assembled Muhajirin and Ansar took the
oath of allegiance. ‘Umar later stated,
“It was the most difficult and trying
moment in our life. We feared that if-the
people did not support us and after we
had tendered our allegiance, they
started giving allegiance to someone
else, we would have to either swallow
the unpalatable thing or to oppose it
which might lead to disorder and
anarchy.”

This allegiance by the elite was

followed the next day by general
allegiance by the masses in the
Prophet’s mosque. AIi and a few others
of Bani Hashim abstained from
tendering allegiance for some time as
they thought themselves to be more
deserving of succession.

Some historians have described
Abu Bakr’s accession to the Caliphate
as one by nomination or designation.
‘Umar had no authority to nominate any
one. It was just a proposal on his part to
which he gave practical shape and which
was accepted by the people. It was in
no way different from election except
that there was no contest and Abu Bakr
was unanimously elected. His
accession had all the democratic
ingredients in it and was in accord with
the system of election of the chief of a
clan which was in vogue from before.
According to Sir Thomas Arnold in the
election of Abu Bakr all the condition;
like age and distinction in the clan which
determined the election of a chief were
fulfilled.

After his election Abu Bakr
delivered a scintillating speech which
reflected the policies he was going to
adopt in the government of the
Caliphate:-

‘O people! Behold me charged
with the cares of government. I am not
the best among you; I need all your
advice and all your help. If I do well
support me; if I mistake, counsel me. To
tell the truth to a person commissioned
to rule is faithful allegiance; to conceal
it is treason. In my sight, the strong and
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the weak are alike, and to both I wish to
render justice. If any people fail to strive
in the way of God, humiliation is their lot
and if wickedness becomes common
in a people God lets it face sufferings
and tribulations. As I obey God and His
Prophet, obey me; if I neglect the laws
of God and the Prophet, I have no more
right to your obedience.”

Accession of Umar

In A. H. 13 when Abu Bakr fell
seriously ill, he wanted to entrust the
reins of government to a person who
would further unify the community,
subjugate any differences and defend
the country from external aggression.
His choice fell on Umar but he did not
consider it proper to nominate him on
the basis of individual discretion. He
consulted a number of distinguished
companions and every one welcomed
the suggestion. ‘Abdul Rahman bin ‘Auf
said, “‘Umar is the best of all and none
compares with him. Albeit, there is a
hard strain in him.” Abu Bakr replied,
“This is because he sees me lenient.
When he will have to shoulder the
burden himself, he will exercise
moderation.”  ‘Uthman stated, “I know
his interior is better than his exterior.
None amongst us stands comparison
to him.” Usaid bin Huzair said to Abu
Bakr, ‘After you I consider ‘Umar to be
the best. No one is better fitted for the
post than him.” Saye‘ed bin Zaid, Qazi
of Egypt and a number of other
Muhajirin and Ansar praised ‘Umar and
thought him eminently suitable for the
appointment. After this consultation Abu

Bakr asked ‘Uthman to write the
epistle:-

“In the name of God, the most
merciful, the most compassionate I have
appointed ‘Umar as your ruler. If he acts
with justice and equity and undertakes
measures for welfare of the people, I
would not have erred in my selection. If
he indulges in injustice and oppression
I will be innocent for I do not know the
unseen and rely on appearances. God
knows that I mean well.”

When his condition deteriorated
Abu Bakr came out of his house and
addressed the people thus, “After
mature consideration I have selected
‘Umar. Do you accept his Caliphate. I
am not bestowing this office upon any
relation. I hope you will give him
complete obedience.” Every one
responded, “We will obey him
completely.” He then called Umar and
gave him some useful counsel.

After receiving the allegiance of
the people, ‘Umar ascended the pulpit
and addressed the people. “I want to tell
you a few things. The Arabs of the day
are like a bridled camel which implicitly
follows its leader. The leader should
take care where is leading it By the God
of the Ka‘aba I shall lead the straight
path;” On another occasion he delivered
the sermon, “O people ! none in authority
has reached that he should be Obeyed
even in matters repugnant to God. I am
telling you what rights you have upon me
and you can get them enforced upon
met It is your right that I should tax you,
except in accordance with law, upon
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your property and acquisitions. It is also
your right to see that whatever is
collected as State revenues should   be
properly expended.”

Election of Uthman

When ‘Umar was fatally injured
some of the eminent companions
approached and requested him to
appoint his successor. ‘Umar
commented that Abu Obeidah bin
Jarrah was not alive nor Salam the
bondsman of Abu Hudhaifah otherwise
he would have appointed either of them
as his successor. Somebody
suggested the name of his son
‘Abdullah. ‘Umar remonstrated ‘that was
never in my mind. I admit that Abu Bakr
who was better than myself appointed
me as his successor. But this is also
true that the Prophet who was far better
than any of us did not appoint his
successor. Rest assured God will
protect the religion ordained by Him
and wilt not let it perish.” He was again
approached by the companions and in
deference to their wishes he said ‘ ‘All
right, you can select any one as your
Caliph from those with whom the
Prophet was well pleased till the end
and had predicted the dwelling of
heaven for them. I mean ‘Ali, ‘Uthman,
Sa’ad bin Abi Waqas, ‘Abdul Rahman
bin ‘Auf, Zubair bin ‘Awäm, Talha bin
‘Obeidullah and ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar.
But ‘Abdullah shall only participate in the
electoral council and will not be himself
a nominee for the office. If, by chance,
there is equality of votes, then the
candidate of the party which will include
‘Abdullah shall be selected as the

Caliph. When once you have selected
your ruler give him unflinching support.

The electoral conclave was asked
to give its decision within three days. It
started its work but could reach no
conclusion. To avoid dissension ‘Abdul
Rahman offered to forego his own claim
if others agreed to abide by his
dissension. This was agreed to by all
the members of the Council. Zubair and
Sa’ad withdrew and Talha was away.
The contest remained between ‘Ali and
‘Uthman: Each pressed his own claim
conceded that other was the next best.
‘Abdul Rahman conferred with
prominent persons of Medina and other
places who had come for the
pilgrimage. The majority favoured
‘Uthman. ‘Abdul Rahman announced
the Selection of ‘Uthman and pledged
his own allegiance to him. All the people
assembled in the Great Mosque
followed the example. In his address
‘Uthman exhorted the people “The life
of this world is ephemeral. Perform as
many good deeds as possible before
death overtakes you. Let not the life of
this world beguile you and make you
unmindful of God. Draw lessons from
past events and strive in good deeds.
Let there be no latches on your part for
your Creator is not unaware of what you
do... ...Now listen, I am a follower and
not one to lay down a new path. I shall
follow the Book of God and Traditions
of the Prophet and I give you three
assurances. First, I shall follow the
principles and regulations you had laid
down by mutual consultation before my

(Cont. to page 22)
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Around the World
Khan Wins 3rd Term As London’s Mayor

London’s Labour mayor Sadiq Khan
Saturday secured a record third term, dealing
the Conservatives another damaging defeat in
their worst local election results in recent
memory months before an expected general
election.

Khan, 53, easily beat Tory challenger
Susan Hall to scupper largely forlorn Tory hopes
that they could prise the UK capital away from
Labour for the first time since 2016.

The first Muslim mayor of a Western
capital when first elected then, he had been
widely expected to win as Labour surge
nationally and the Conservatives suffer in the
polls.

In the end, he saw his margin of victory
increase compared to the last contest in 2021.
“It is truly an honour to be re-elected for a third
term” Khan told supporters, accusing his Tory
opponent of “fear mongering”.

“We ran a campaign that was in keeping
with the spirit and values of this great city, a
city that regards our diversity not as a
weakness, but as an almighty strength — and
one that rejects right hard-wing populism,” he
added.

It adds to a dismal set of results for
Prime Ministe Rishi Sunak, as this Tories
finished a humiliating third in local council tallies
after losing nearly 500 seats in voting across
England. With Labour making huge gains, the
beleaguered leader’s Conservatives lost crunch
mayoral reces in Mancherter, Liver-pool,
Yorkshire as well as the capital and elsewhere.

In the West Midlands, where Tory
incumbent Andy Street is bidding for his own
third term, votes were reportedly being

recounted and too close to call.

An unexpected Tory defeat there could
leave Sunak with only one notable success:
its mayor winning a third term in Tees Valley,
northeast England — albeit with a vastly
reduced majority.

President Raisi Buried in Home City of
Mashhad

Dubai: President Ebrahim Raisi was
buried in the Iranian holy city of Mashhad on
Thursday as many thousands of mourners
packed its streets for his funeral, four days after
he died in a helicopter crash, footage broadcast
by Iranian media showed. The burial ceremony
was attended Iranian government and military
officials as well as religious personalities.
Flowers were thrown at his coffin as it moved
slowly aboard a truck through throngs of
mourners to be buried at the gold-domed Imam
Reza shrine, Iran’s holiest Islamic site. Raisi
hailed from Mashhad, 900 km east of Tehran.

What Are Tactical Nuclear Weapons?

Unlike nuclear-tipped intercontinental
ballistic missiles that can destroy entire cities,
tactical nuclear weapons for use against troops
on the battlefield are less powerful and can have
a yield as small as 1kiloton. The US bomb
dropped on Hiroshima during WWII was 15
kilotons. Such battlefield nuclear weapons—
aerial bombs, warheads for short-range missiles
or artillery munitions — can be compact. Their
small size allows them to be discreetly carried
on a truck or plane. Unlike strategic weapons,
which have been subject to arms control
agreements between Russia and the US,
tactical weapons never have been limited by
any such pacts, and Russia hasn’t released
their numbers or other specifics
related to them. 
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