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@ Writing of History >

S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

The Muslims also introduced several
modern branches of learning, a most
important of which was history. Till then the
writing of history was almost an unknown
are in India, there being hardly anything to
speak of in the line save religious treatises
and a few epics like the Ramayana and
Mahabharata. The Muslims produced a
whole library of historical works that could
compare favourably in authenticity and
comprehensiveness with the endeavours
made in this branch in any other country. A
glance through Maulana Syed Abdul Hai’s
monumental book in Arabic, Es-Saqafat-ul-
Islamia Fil-Hind (Islamic Culture in India),
will indicate what tremendous efforts were
made by Muslims for the compilation of the
history of India. To quote Dr. Gustave le Bon:

“There does not exist a history of ancient
India. There books contain no historical data
whatever, except for a few religious books in
which historical information is buried under
a heap of parables and folk-lore, and their
buildings and other monuments also do
nothing to fill the void for the oldest among
them do not go beyond the third century B.C.
To discover facts about India of the ancient
times is as difficult a task as the discovery of
the island of Atlantis, which, according to
Plato, was destroyed due to the changes of
the earth.”

The writer, after admitting that the epics,
Ramayana and Mahabharata, do shed some
light on the condition obtaining during those
days, goes on to add that “the historical
phase of India began with the Muslim

J

invasion. Muslims were India’s first
historians.” ® j
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Wisdom of Qur’an

“They are the ones who will be rewarded
for their patience: lofty palaces will be
granted to them, and they will be
received with greeting and salutation.
Therein they shall abide for ever: how
good an abode, and how good a resting
place!”

(Al-Qur'édn— 25:75-76)
These ayaahs deal with the rewards of
patience. The word cabr (patience,
fortitude) in the Arabic text is used in its
most comprehensive sense. Variously, it
means to endure persecution at the hands
of the enemies of Truth with courage and
to bear whatever hardships come one’s
way while striving for the establishment of
the true Faith of God.

It also means to remain steadfast against
all fears and to refuse to succumb to
enticements; to resolutely fulfil one’s
obligations in spite of Satan’s temptations
and one’s own carnal self; to shun
the unlawful and to remain within
the bounds of the lawful set by God; to
spurn all pleasures and benefits that might
accrue from acts of sins, and to cheerfully
put up with difficulties and losses in order
to follow the Path of righteousness and
virtue and to accept every trial and adversity
that one might encounter.

In sum, this one word embraces a whole
universe of meanings regarding true Faith,
a truly religious approach to life, and
good moral conduct inspired by religious
Faith.

Ghufrah means a lofty building. It is
generally translated as the ‘upper chamber’
which brings to mind a two-storey building.
The loftiest buildings constructed here are
mere caricatures of the palaces of
Paradise. B

Pearls From the

Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)

Tamim al-Dari relates that Allah’s
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah
be to him) observed: “Al-Din is the name
of sincerity and well-wishing.” Upon
this we said: “For whom?” He replied:
“For Allah, His Book, His Messenger
and for the leader and the general
Muslims.”

(Sahih Muslim)
Nasiha means sincerity and well-
wishing. Nasiha for Allah implies that man’s
heart is cleansed from-all impurities with
regard to belief in Allah, i.e. one should
believe in Him as the Creator and Master
with all His Attributes and with an earnest
desire to obey all His commands.
Nasiha for Allah’s Book means that it
should be sincerely believed as a revelation
from the Lord and be read and understood
with utmost zeal and enthusiasm.
Nasiha for the Messenger signifies that his
Apostlehood must be affirmed with perfect
sincerity of heart, and whatever he has
vouchsafed to humanity should be
respected as the Will of God, and he should
be respectfully followed in all his precepts
and examples.
Nasiha for leaders implies that they should
be respected, obeyed and given supportin
all those affairs which they conduct
according to the Shari’ah. And if they
deviate from the path of righteousness,
they should be advised and admonished,
and sincere efforts be made to bring them
back to the right path.
Nasiha for general Muslims is that they
shouldbe advised in all matters
concerning the good of this world as well
as the hereafter.
Nasiha thus covers the whole gamut
of religion as its scope is as wide as that
of Islam. B
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Editor’s Note 25

Islamic Movement

The history of Islam goes back to the creation of Hazrat Adam.
He is said to be the first Prophet of Islam. Though many Prophets
since Adam to the last Prophet Hazrat Mohammad came for the
reformation of society but with the passage of time their teachings
were forgotten. Islam or the message of Mohammad (PBUH) is the
magnificent reformary movement of the world.

Maulana M.A.Hai in his book ‘Holy Life of Mohammad’ has
explained the whole situation. Some excerpts from his book are re
produced below:

Importance of Islamic Movement:

There has been innumerable reformatory and revolutionary
movements in the world. But Islamic movement is the most
distinguished amongst them, due to its vastness and some other
distinctive features. How this movement emerged? How was it
presented? What reactions did it evoke? Such questions arise to
everyone who is introduced to the movement. Replies to these queries
are not so simple. Rather related academic questions lead to
understanding a movement that has the capacity to resolve the issues
that still confront the humanity. This movement makes one realize the
actual meaning of loss and profit and the realities of the eternal life
that is the ultimate destination of a man.

The movement gives a complete code of worldly life that adorns
not only the eternal life but shapes worldly life in a manner that one
gets rid of all the complexities of life that had always bothered the
mankind.

[S]
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This is the distinction of Islamic movement that has drawn the
attention of every student with a view to observe and understand the
movement and the claim that it makes about itself.

A large number of books has been written and shall continue to
be written and with their help a clear introduction of Islamic movement
is available. But as the perception of light cannot be separated from
the lamp and the feeling of fragrance cannot be separated from the
flowers, the understanding of such a magnificent movement cannot
go without the prime mover of the movement. As such whenever there
is a reference to this movement people demand to know the life and
events of Prophet Muhammad. They also demand the meaning and
the interpretation of Holy Qur’an, the real source of this movement,
which is quite natural.

Distinctive Features of Islamic Movement:

The greatest service to humanity is to instil values and moral
training. To eradicate evils and to present before them a complete
code of life by following that one could succeed in life in its true sense.
Many people have worked for it in their own way. But most of them
chose a specific field of reformers for this purpose and dedicated
themselves in their chosen area. Some adopted morality and spirituality
while others tried to adorn the civilization. Some entered the vast
meadows of politics. But those reformers who decided to reform the
whole life of the human beings where none other than Prophets of
God. m

S.A.

We solicit articles for publication in The Fragrance of East. Suitable
remuneration will be paid to writers. We prefer receipt of articles on:
e-mail: shariq_alavi@yahoo.com
along with a hard copy, duly signed, by post.
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Social Life

Attitude in regard to Callings and
Professions

As already stated most of the
lower castes of Indian Muslims have
been associated and identified with the
specific trades or callings in which they
have been engaged but there has never
been any restriction on changing one’s
occupation. An occupation generally
regarded as belonging to a lower caste,
as, for example, the profession of a
Darzi (tailor) or a Dhobi (laundryman)
is often adopted by a person belonging
to a higher caste without any effect on
his caste status. In fact, the Muslims
have never accepted the occupations
as permanent and unchangeable
professions of the particular castes, nor,
the division of labour depending on
‘caste’ in the form of social classes, as
recognised by the Indo-Iranian people.
Nor has the caste system among Indian
Muslims ever discouraged the people
belonging to a lower social unit or
engaged in any one of the lower caste
trades or callings to adopt a respectable
profession like the teaching of religious
sciences or acting as Imams and
preachers (khatibs). In fact, Islam does
not look down upon any lawful profession
with disrespect. In other predominantly
Muslim countries, particularly in Arab
lands, Mecca and Madina, several
respected doctors of religion have

- S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

surnames indicating the occupation of
their forefathers. These occupational
surnames are neither held in contempt
by anybody nor the persons using them
feel ashamed of because of those
appellations.

There is no denying the fact that
the Indian Muslims have gradually
absorbed numerous traits from their
Hindu neighbours including their caste
system but the rigour of social
discrimination implied in the system
was softened to a large extent by the
egalitarian principles of Islam. The
reason for this apparent complexity of
social attitude of the Indian Muslims can
be traced to the segregating influence
of the institution of Indian caste system
and the air of superiority produced by
the feudal system, on the one hand, and
the uncompromising teachings of Islam
declaring that the whole mankind is the
progeny of Adam, that honour in the
sight of God depends on the awe of God
and that no Arab has a preference over
a non-Arab nor a non-Arab over anArab.

Dress of the Indian Muslims

The gradual process of
Indianisation of the Muslims did not
manifest itself only in the assimilation of
the cultural and social traits of their
neighbours and its flowering in new
forms of social relationships, but it also

[7]
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evolved new raiment and costumes in
unison with their taste and suitable to
the local climatic conditions. By and
large, their dress is the legacy of Indo-
Islamic culture which was developed
and refined by the end of the Moghul rule
in India and reached its apex in the
cultural centres of Delhi, Lucknow and
Hyderabad where the Hindu nobility had
also adopted the Muslim dress. There
is no appreciable difference in the dress
of Muslim nobility whether living in the
northern regions or in the southern
states of the country, nor the dress of
the Muslims of the upper crust and
middle classes shows any marked
variation. It consists of the trousers of
different shapes like pyjamas, shalwars
and ghararas with a shirt (including
kurta) and a long coat called sherwani,
which is an improved form of the
achkans and angarkhas worn earlier.
The caps donned are of different
shapes. Those more prevalentin Oudh
and Bihar are do-pallis. Other popular
head-dresses among Muslims include
a cap made of velvet and known as
Rampuri cap, and another boat-shaped
cap called Gandhi or Ajmal cap. The
latter is commonly worn by the Hindus
too. Turbans or pagrees are now falling
into disuse even among the Ulema,
religious teachers, but these can still be
seen at certain places worn by the
bridegrooms during marriage
ceremonies. Lungi is also commonly
worn in certain places for the
convenience of working at home or in

the fields, but its size and shape as well
as the way it is put on differs from dhoti
generally worn by the Hindus. In certain
rural areas, however, dhoti is the
common dress of the Hindus as well as
the Muslims.

The Muslim Dwellings

The increasing impact of the
western mode of living as well as
emphasis on town planning in recent
years is tending to obliterate the
differences in the design of Muslim
dwellings and the style of houses built
by other communities. The houses now
built with the approval of town planning
and municipal authorities are, by and
large, of the same type meant for renting
them out to the tenets who abound in
cities. However, the residential
structures built earlier by the Muslims
were almost always well-ventilated and
spacious with a wide court but the inside
view was secluded from the outside.
Two other features of these houses were
that the lavatories were always
constructed in a way that one did not
have to face the gibla while excreting or
urinating. The Muslims are forbidden to
sit facing the Ka‘aba while answering
the call of natures and hence this
precaution had to be taken in every
Muslim country in the construction of
houses. The Indian Muslim houses also
had bath-rooms secluded from the
public view and had a raised platform
for keeping the buckets in order to
comply with the rules of ritual

[8]
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purification.
Decoration of Houses

If you enter the house of an
Average Indian Muslim, you would
invariably find copies of the Holy Qur’an
in different sizes kept in a niche
wrapped in cloth coverings. In certain
families every member, young or old,
daily recites the sacred scripture early
in the morning. Decoration of the houses
with pictures of animate objects having
been prohibited by Islam, wall-texts
having Quranic verses or a few lines by
some well-known poet written in a
flowery pattern can be seen
overhanging the walls in almost every
middle- class house. In certain
modernised households, now-a-days,
who have shaken off the grip of religion,
pictures have found their way as
decorative pieces.

Arrangements for Offering Prayers

In almost every house one would
find prayer-mats or a sheet of cloth set
apart for offering prayers. Women, who
are normally more religious-minded
everywhere, perform the prayers
regularly in the privacy of their houses.
The male members of the family usually
perform their prayers in the mosque but
some of them have to offer it up in the
house owing to illness or some other
inability. For such occasions as well as
for the guests who might prefer to
perform the service alone, a small
wooden prayer-bench is also available

in every house along with the prayer-
mat. Everyone in the house, young or
old, is fully aware of the direction of gibla
and also abides by the precautionary
measures meant for showing due
deference to the Ka‘aba, the Holy of the
Holies. In certain sophisticated families
a separate lota or jug is set apart for
performing ablutions. It would not be out
of place to mention here that the lota or
the jug with a beak shaped pipe
attached to itis in common use among
the Muslims for a long time. It ensures
economical use of water and, being of
a bit bigger size, is very convenient for
performing ablutions.

Position of Women in Muslim
Society

The position of women in Muslim
society has always been a far more
respected and happier one, than their
sisters elsewhere. Upon her falls the
duty of managing the household, of
cooking choice and making purchases
of provisions; she holds the honour and
good name of her husband in the hallow
of her hand and enjoys many legal rights
conferred on her by the Shariah or
religious law of Islam. As mistress of the
house, she has also to look after the
upbringing of the children and their
education and manners. In most of the
well-to-do houses normally an old lady
is engaged for religious education,
specially the teaching of the Qur’an, to
the children of tender age. Children from
the neighbouring houses are also

[91]
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encouraged to receive free education
from such tutors. At certain places
educated middle-class house-wives
teach the Qur’an to the girls of their
neighbours without charging any fee for
it. These informal schools are also a
means of imparting training in sewing
and embroidery and cooking to the
neighbouring girls.

Respect for Age

Old age among the Muslims is not
something to be despised or
denigrated. On the contrary, it claims
highest esteem and reverence, as a
mark of respect for maturity in wisdom,
and makes one entitled to greater love
and care by the younger members of the
family. Anybody visiting a Muslim house
would not unoften come across an old
man— and he may be a distant relative
or the Imam of the local mosque—sitting
on a prayer-mat engaged in the
recollection of God. He would see the
members of the family making
obeisance to him, saluting him in the
morning and desirous of his blessings.
No servant or child or an elder member
of the family can show disrespect to him.
Everybody deems itan honour to serve
him, bring the food for him and do
whatever he is bidden.

The same regard is paid if there
is any old lady in the family. These
grandams usually pass their time in
prayers and recollection of God,
invoking Divine blessings for the women
and children of the family and the

neighbourhood who regularly pay a visit
to them for that purpose. The blessings
by such old ladies are considered
efficacious for warding off evil. Whether
such a lady is a blood relation or not,
she is affectionately called grandma or
aunty.

Re-marriage of Widows

The re-marriage of the widows is
neither looked down upon by Islam nor
has it ever been held in contempt by any
custom or usage of the Muslim peoples.
The Prophet of Islam himself contracted
marriages with the widows and so did
the pious and learned doctors of faith,
kings and grandees in the bygone ages.
There being no inhibition, whatsoever,
in this regard, the widows of
respectable and noble families were
given in marriage for the second time
by their own guardians, fathers and
brothers. Several such examples of
Moghul princes can be cited who had
been re-married after widowhood and
who continued to receive the same
respect by the kings and relatives as
well as by the then society. It seems (as
related by Khafi Khan) that during the
reign of Muhammad Shah (1719-48)
the then nobility began to treat the
remarriage of the widows with
contemptuous disrespect. They began
to view the second marriage as an
affront to the family honour and as an
act against the fidelity of the widows
towards their late husbands. Anyone
who dared to get his widowed sister or
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daughter re-married was not only
sneered at but had also to face a social
boycott by his friends and relatives. The
re-married widow and her husband had
sometimes even to migrate from the
place. This custom had so deeply
rooted itself in the Indian Muslim society
that Sayed Ahmad Shaheed Barelvi, the
renowned reformer and religious leader
of the nineteenth century, had to launch
a movement against the custom. He and
his followers had to fight this innovation
relentlessly. For the purpose they had
even to set personal examples before
the practice of re-marrying the widows
was revived. It was owing to his
indefatigable efforts that the widow re-
marriage is no longer held in contempt
among Indian Muslims as it was a
century or two earlier. Although some of
the widows still do not marry for various
reasons quite a large percentage of
them is now re-married.

The Muslim Greetings

Among the Muslims all over the
world the customary, greeting, as also
required by their religion too, is
assalam-u-alaikum (peace be upon
you) with the reply walaikumussalam (on
you too be peace). In certain towns,
particularly those of Oudh, one is
greeted by adabarz (I pay my respects
to you). This is also accompanied by the
youngers bowing down before their
elders as a mark of respect for them. In
some places like Hyderabad, this
particular way of salutation is repeated

three or four times. This over-
sophisticated way of salutation, known
as farshi salaam, is replied by tasleem,
or an expression of the wish to live long.
The greetings are also followed by a
handshake sometimes with both hands.
On the occasion of ‘Ids or when a close
friend or relation has come back from a
journey the congratulatory greeting is
normally a prelude to a warm embrace.

Remembrance of God

Throughout his life the name of
God is constantly on the lips of a Muslim,
whether learned or illiterate, young or
old. Words and phrases praising God
have so become part and parcel of his
daily conversation that one is constantly
reminded of the omnipotence, over
lordship, bounty and munificence of God
Almighty at every turn and pass. Some
of these recurrent phrases commonly
repeated on different occasions are:

Alhamdu lillah (Praise be to God)
to express gratitude or return thanks for
kindness.

Masha Allah (with the will and
mercy of God) on the occasion of
happiness or to congratulate others.

Insha Allah (Except if Allah Wills)
while making a promise or expressing
the intention to do something in future.

Inna lillah wa inna ilaih-i-raje‘oon
(We all belong to Allah and unto Him
shall we return) to express resignation
when one has sustained a loss.

[11]
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Lahaula Wala Quwata illa billah
(There is no might nor majesty except
in God) to express resentment or
indignation.

Subhan Allah (Glory be to God) to
express astonishment at some strange
sight.

Bism lllah (In the name of God) is
said before one begins to take food,
and then finishes it with Alhamdulillah.
Similarly, in order to excuse oneself
from accepting an invitation one says:
Barak Allah (God may bless you).

Anybody who sneezes says:
Alhamdulillah (Praise be to God) and
gets the reply: Yarhamuka Allah (God
may have mercy on you). He has then
to return the invocation by the phrase:
Yahdikum ullah wa yusleh lakum (May
God guide you on the right path and help

you).
Rules of Common Courtesy

Whenever someone pays a visit
to a middle class Muslim household he
is usually felicitated with betel-leaves.
Offering of a betel to the guests is an
old Indian custom which had been
adopted by the Indian Muslims as early
as the fourteenth century. The custom,
prevalent in the monasteries of the
Muslim saints and sufis, finds a mention
in the records of their discourses and
biographies. Although the custom of
offering betels to guests is followed
almost all over India, it Is more
widespread in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and

Daccen. Oudh, in Uttar Pradesh, being
more sophisticated has develdped
different ways of preparing the betel-
leaves, as, for instance, their flowery
display in a saucer, before these are
presented to the guests. Small betel-
boxes with fine metalwork on them and
cloth pouches with exquisite embroidery
demonstrate the interest as well as the
refined taste of the people. Tobacco is
also taken with the betels. It is prepared
in numerous ways to give it varying
flavours, taste and agreeable fragrance.
Lucknow has been the centre of
manufacturing betel and chewing
tobacco, known as zarda and surti also,
which is relished all over the country. The
old habit of smoking water pipes or
hukka is giving place to the more
convenient smoking of cigarettes and
cigars. However, the people can still be
seen enjoying the luxury of smoking the
hukka which was once the symbol of old
culture and an inalienable part of all
social gatherings.

Attar and Perfumes

The Indian Muslims have always
had a taste for the perfumes which has
also been encouraged by the rules of
Shari‘ah and the practice of the holy
Prophet. The development of perfumes
industry owes much to the efforts of
Indian Muslims who invented numerous
varieties of attar, which are renowned
all over the world. &

(Concluded)
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The Importance And Need of Social Reform

The teachings of Quran and
Hadith clearly imply the importance of
following the Islamic Shariah and
leading their lives according to its
guidance for Muslims. The Shariah
guides Muslims in all aspects of life and
it resolves all their problems. And
ignoring this Shariah is a shear
misfortune for them; rather it is
displeasing to Allah. This exempts the
Muslim from the blessings and
guidance of their Lord. In fact it leads to
greater prospects of being seized in
Allah’s court. Allah has clearly stated in
His book, The Holy Quran that He does
not accepts the transgression from the
limits of Shariah.

“And who so seeketh as religion
otherthan the Surrender (to Allah) it will
not be accepted from him, and he will
be a loser in the Hereafter. “(Al imran:
verse 85)

“Is it a judgment of the time of
(pagan) ignorance that they are
seeking? Who is better than Allah for
judgment to a people who have
certainty (in their belief)?” (Al maida:
verse 50)

Allah (swt) has sent His religion
and Shariah to Muslims through His last
Prophet Mohammed (pbuh) and has
declared that following His prophet’s
command is mandatory. A Muslim

* Rector, Nadwatul Ulama, Lucknow.

- S.M. Rabey Hasani Nadwi*

cannot remain a Muslim as long as he
does not agree with His decision.

“But no, by your Lord, they can
have no Faith, until they make you (0
Muhammad) judge in all disputes
between them, and find in themselves
no resistance against your decisions,
and accept (them) with full
submission.” (An-Nisa: verse 65)

It is very unfortunate that
Muslims have become ignorant of their
Shariah. Instead of following the Islamic
commandments and traditions they are
following the un-Islamic rituals, which on
one hand is a source of inviting Allah’s
and his prophet’s (pbuh) displeasure
and on the other hand it has made it
difficult for them to remain Muslims.
Instead of following their natural religion,
they have resorted to uncivilized,
extravagant and useless ways of life.

The reasons for such a
deplorable condition can be attributed
to their negligence in matters of faith,
submission to desires and to the
ignorance of Shariah. To remove this
negligence and submission to desires,
proper counseling and preaching is
needed and ignorance can be cured by
making them aware of the laws of
Shariah.

Here in this country, the
constitution is based on secularism.
Moreover Muslims form a minority. Thus,

[13]
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nothing can be expected from the
government. The members of Islamic
community can only shoulder the
responsibility, because the onus to work
for the betterment of society lies on them
only. In regards to the relation of Islamic
Shariah with that of the constitution and
the judiciary of the country. Alhumdulillah,
Muslim Personal Law Board has
assumed the responsibility of defending
the Shariah and also removing the
misconception regarding it. It has
helped to change the laws that were
contradictory to Islamic Shariah. It also
ponders over complex matters and has
been putting in tireless efforts to resolve
them.

The other area of work is that of
making the Muslims follow the Islamic
Shariah, which in itself is a vast and
important area of concern. The board
has started working in cooperation with
various community organizations in the
name of Social Reform, a widespread
and tireless area of work. It is needed
that meetings be held in different places
to prevent common Muslims from
breaking the laws of Shariah for their
success in this world and also in the
Hereafter.

Unimportant extravagance and
pomposity in marriage ceremonies,
reckless spending and uncivilized
traditions displeases Allah and His
Prophet (pbuh) and at the same time
those valuable resources are wasted
which could have been used in building
a better future for the couple and for

more important works of the community.
Itis also a burden for the parents of the
couple. It is needed that the people are
asked for its rectification and they
should be made to understand that for
temporary fun and fame they are ruining
their financial resources. Apart from
being unable to fulfill the genuine needs
of the community they also displease
Allah and His last Prophet, which is
harmful for them in both the worlds.

By not following the useful and
balanced way of Nikah and marriage
set by Islamic Shariah, the relation
between the couple sometimes
becomes sour. Because of some bitter
and cruel system it leads to separation,
divorce and even the loss of life. Itis true
that sometimes even by following the
right path, separation takes place and
thus, Shariah has provided with the
option of Talag-and has also informed
about its proper way of execution, i.e.
firstly close relatives should try to resolve
the issue between the couple and if it is
does not succeed then divorce should
be pronounced once a month for three
months. Different schools of thought in
extreme need allow pronouncing talaq
thrice in one go for final separation.
Though there are reasons for it but still
it is detested. After deciding for
complete separation, itis advised to act
with mutual respect and also to present
gifts at the time of separation as a token
of generousity. Many Muslims by
neglecting these commands create a
wrong atmosphere where they
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pronounce three talaq in one go and get
surrounded with problems. If they follow
Shariah then they can be safe from
anger and negative temperament and
the issue can also be resolved
peacefully.

One should pronounce one talaq
atfirst and if the problem is not resolved
then in the second and then in the third
month, talaq should be pronounced
again to resolve the matter. The issue
of inheritance should also be dealt with
in the same way. In other personal
matters, Shariah has clearly explained
the rights of different members of the
family. If these guidance are followed
then the family will live happily and the
society will progress.

Biddah (unlawful innovation in religion)
of wine and gamble which have been
considered to be strictly illegitimate acts
and which ruins wealth and the personal
life. Most importantly it invites the wrath
of Allah. Another form of gambling,
famously known as lottery, exists in our
society where many Muslims waste a
huge chunk of theirincome with the hope
of getting some profits whereas their
wife and children are unable to fulfill their
basic necessities of life.

These kinds of misdeeds are
eating away the community and its
resources like termites. It is the
responsibility of the people of the
community who have command over
language or pen that they should come

Another important aspect is the forward to eradicate these ills.®

Rights of Women and Other Social Reforms
S.Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

Then there was the recognition of the dignify of women and of their rights as respectable
members of the family and life partners of men. The significance of the rights bestowed by Islam on
the softer sex in a country where widows of noble families used to immolate themselves on the
funeral pyres of their husbands since in the eyes of society, as well as in their own eyes, they forfeited
the right to live with the death of their husbands, does not stand in need of an elaboration. We may,
however, reproduce the under-mentioned lines from Burnier’s travel accounts to show what infinite
pains did the Muslims take, for instance, for the suppression of the custom of Sutti from the earliest
days of their rule.

“———- the number of victims is less now than formerly; the Mahometans, by whom the country is
governed, doing all in their power to suppress the barbarous custom. They do not, indeed, forbid it by
a positive law, because it is a part of their policy to leave the idolatrous population which is so much
more numerous than their own in the free exercise of its religion; but the practice is checked by
indirect means. No woman can sacrifice herself without permission from the governor of the province
in which she resides, and he never grants it until he shall have ascertained that she is not to be
turned aside from her purpose; to accomplish this desirable end the governor reasons with the
widow and makes her enticing promises; after which, if these methods fail, he sometimes sends her
among his women, that the effect of their remonstrances may be tried. Notwithstanding these
obstacles, the number of self-immolations is still very considerable, particularly in the territories of
the Rajas, where no Mahometan governors are appointed.” &
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Bench And Bigotry

The questionable elevation of advocate L. Victoria Gowri as a judge of the Madras
High Court epitomises the problematic nature of the system of judicial appointment. It
also portends a government-driven project to take over the Bench through its favourites.
Ms. Gowri, whose unabashed prejudice against minorities became evident when her
past speeches and interviews came to light after her name was approved by the
Supreme Court, was sworn in at an oath-taking ceremony organised with great
dispatch. Earlier, the Union Law Ministry had processed the recommendation
concerning a set of candidates with extraordinary speed not displayed in other cases.
It was clear that the government wanted to act ahead of any possible interim order
from the Court, which had agreed to hear petitions from a group of lawyers against
her appointment. In the process, the government ignored a specific
recommendation that R. John Sathyan, an advocate whose candidature was earlier
opposed by the Ministry, be appointed first. It is a clear message that the present
regime would pick and choose among those approved by the collegium, in a manner
informed by its political preferences. That the government repeatedly has its way
indicates that the conflict over the appointment process has reached a stage in which
the collegium is constantly under pressure to yield to the executive’s position on
individuals if any meaningful progress is to be made on the perennial process of filling
up vacancies.

The challenge to Ms. Gowri’s appointment was on the ground that had there
been effective consultation and relevant information placed before the collegium, her
appointment may not have materialised. Further, by her speeches denouncing
Christians and Muslims she had rendered herself ineligible to act without fear or favour;
and that she could not be expected to dispense justice without discrimination “on the
ground of religion...”. However, the Bench rightly rejected the petitions, observing
that it cannot revisit the suitability of any appointee after the collegium had decided
on it. The Court on the judicial side could not possibly have gone into a choice made
by its top three judges. Indeed, it made no sense to refer the collegium’s decision to
a Bench for review. It is apparent that the State government too had not flagged her
extreme views. While political affiliation should not disqualify anyone from judicial office,
open bigotry ought to. It is also a signal failure of the collegium process that a
controversial proposal could get past its scrutiny. What is needed is more than reform
in the appointment system: perhaps, a process that combines an objective evaluation
of the candidates’ credentials with an independent mechanism that ensures public
scrutiny of their suitability. What is in place at present is an opaque, closed-door
consensus-building that could leave room for unhealthy compromises. &

(Editorial, Hindu, 09-01-2023)
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Short Weighing

One of the main reasons of
embezzlement and dishonesty is short
weighing in commercial dealings.
This is such a fatal curse that Hazrat
Shuaib (AS) was sent for its
reformation. And when his adherents
did not pay heed to his words, they
were destroyed. Today, this menace
has gained momentum like common
epidemic. Even pious persons are
involved in it. Allah says, "Woe to
those that deal in fraud,- those
who,when they have to receive by
measure from men, exact full
measure, but when they have to give
by measure or weight to men, give
less than due. Do they think that they
will be raised up? - on Mighty Day, a
Day when all mankind will stand
before the Lord of the Worlds? Nay!
Surely the record of the wicked is
preserved in Sijjin.” (S.83.A.1-7). It
further said, “To the Madyan people
We sent Shuaib, one one of their own
brethren: he said: “O my people!
worship Allah; ye have no other god
but Him.Now hath come unto you a
clear sign from your Lord! give just
measure and weight.” (S.7, A.85) And
again “And O my people! give just
measure and weight, nor withhold
from the people the things that are

* Nazir-e-Aam, Nadwatul Ulama, Lucknow

- S. Bilal Abdul Hai Hasani Nadwi*

their due: commit not evil in the land
with intent to do mischief.”
(S.11,A.85).

These verses vividly describe
some people's destruction and dub
some as sinful and debouched ones.
Obviously, the hell would be the real
place for such people. It is reiterated
that believers must show justice and
honesty in weighing and measuring.
The Holy Qur'an says, “Give full
measure when ye measure, and
weigh with a balance that is straight:
That is better and fairer in the final
determination.” (S.17.A.35)

It is clear from the last part of
the verse that short weight may seem
profitable in the beginning but its result
would not prove good in this world
as well as in the Hereafter.

In short, Islam always motivates
and urges its followers to lead pious
and righteous life in which there
should be no embezzlement, no
dishonesty, no illegal right for other
property. And such essence brings
about when the sense of
accountability may always be in the
mind and this is the basis of
righteousness in real sense.

(English Rendering:
Obaidur Rahman Nadwi)
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Hospitality And Generosity

He was a generous person by his
very nature, Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be
pleased with him) reported that Allah’s
Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) was the most
generous of people in charity, but he
was generous to the utmost in the month
of Ramadan. It never happened that
Allah’s Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) was
asked for anything and he said: No.

Once a person came to him and
he saw a large flock of sheep and goats.
He requested him to give him the flock
and he gave that to him. He came to his
tribe and said: O People! Embrace
Islam. By Allah, Muhammad (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) donates
much as if he does not fear want. Once
a person asked something. He said: |
have nothing to give now. Come along
with me and ‘Umar (may Allah be
pleased with him) was also with him. He
said: When you do not have anything,
what is your responsibility to give?
Another person who was also present
there said”: O Allah’s Messenger
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) go on giving and do not fear as
Allah will fulfil your wants. He (the Holy
Prophet) smiled cheerfully.

His generosity knew no bound.
Whenever any person came to him and
he had some wealth, he gave him out

- S. Sulaiman Nadwi

of it. Otherwise, he made promise. This
habit had made the public so bold that
once a bedouin came exactly at the time
of prayer and caught hold of his shirt and
said: | need some ordinary thing. | fear
lest | should forget it, so please arrange
it. The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) went
with him and said his prayer after
fulfilling his want.

Sometimes he bought a thing
from a person and after paying price,
presented that thing to him. Once he
bought a camel from Hadrat ‘Umar (may
Allah be pleased with him) and then
gave itto ‘Abdullah b. ‘Umar (may Allah
be pleased with him) there and then. A
similar incident has been mentioned
about Hadrat Jabir(may Allah be
pleased with him).

He did not take even an ordinary
food or drink without sharing it with his
companions. In a battle one hundred
and thirty companions accompanied
him. He brought a goat and got it
sacrificed and ordered to roast its liver.
When it was ready, he got it distributed
among all the companions and he kept
the share of even those who were not
present there. The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) did
not take rest and remained perturbed
unless and until he distributed the things
which came in his possession. Umme-i-
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Salama, the mother of the faithful
reported: Once the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him)
entered the house and his face had
undergone a change. | enquired: O
Allah’s Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him)! Are you
feeling well? He said: The two dinars
which | received yesterday are lying on
my bed as it was evening (and | could
not distribute them). Abu Dharr reported:
| walked with the Messenger of Allah
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) in the afternoon and we were
looking at the Uhud. The Messenger of
Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) said: Abu Dharr! | said:
Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him), | am
here at thy beck and call. He said: What
| desire is that Uhud be gold with me
and three nights should pass and there
is not left with me any dinar but one coin
which | would keep to pay debit.

If anything was in the house in the
form of cash or coins, he did not go to
his house for rest unless it was given
his charity. Once the chief of Fadak
loaded corn on four camels and sent to
the Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him). Hadrat
Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him)
sold the corn in the bazaar and paid off
the loan which was due to be paid to
the Jew. Then he informed the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him). He enquired: Has
anything been left behind? Bilal replied:

Yes. Some of them. He said: Unless
they are disposed of | shall not go to my
house. Hadrat Bilal said: What can | do?
None is there who need them. The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) spent the night in the
mosque. On the next day Bilal (may
Allah be pleased with him) came and
said: O Messenger of Allah! Allah has
relieved you (of your responsibility), that
is, all that was left has also been
distributed. The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him)
thanked Allah and went to his house.

Similarly, on one occasion he went
back to his house immediately after the
‘Asr prayer as against his routine and
then came out at once. The people were
surprised. He (the Holy Prophet) said:
It occurred to me in the prayer that | have
left some gold in my house and | was
afraid lest it should remain
(undistributed) in the house, so | went
to my house to ask them to give the
same to the needy. After distributing the
spoils of the battle of Hunain, the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) was returning when the
news reached the bedouins that he (the
Holy Prophet) was going to pass by that
way. They rushed to him from the
neighboring places to request him to
donate them out of the booty. The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) stood up behind a tree to
avoid the multitude but the bedouins
caught hold of his mantle and as a result
of the struggle his mantle fell from his
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sacred body into their hands. He said:
Give my mantle back. | swear by Allah,
if I had camels equal to the number of
leaves on the trees of the jungle, | would
have given to you all and you would
never find me avaricious, or a liar or a
cowardly person.

The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) had
proclaimed that if any person in debt
died he should be informed about him
and he would pay the debt of that person
and in case he leaves any inheritance
that would go to his legal heirs and he
(the Holy Prophet) had no concern with
it. Once he was sitting in a meeting of
his companions; a bedouin came and
said pulling the end of his mantle:
Muhammad (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him), these things neither
belong to you nor to your father. Give
me (of these things) equal to the load of
a camel. He got his camel loaded with
barley and dates.

Once kharaj (tribute) was received
from Bahrain; such a large amount was
not received even in Dar-ul-Islam. The
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) ordered to place this
sum in the mosque. When he entered
the mosque, he did not even cast a
glance at it. After the prayer he began
its distribution. He gave to him
whosoever came before him. He gave
to Hadrat ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased
with him) who had become poor after
the battle of Badr so much that he could
hardly lift. Similarly, he continued to

donate to other people till he was
empty-handed and he stood up
shaking-off his clothes.

Itis a law in Islam that if any free
slave dies, his inheritance goes to his
master. Once such a servant of the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) died. The people carried
his inheritance to him. He enquired:
Does any native of him live there? They
said: Yes, Thereupon he said: Hand
over all these things to him.

One day some Ansaris
demanded something from him. He
gave them. Then they again demanded
and he again gave them. Then as long
as he had things in his possession he
gave them till he had nothing to give; but
despite this they came and demanded,
whereupon he said: Whatever comes
in my possession, | shall not keep it with
me.

Sacrifice and Devotion

The most prominent feature of his
character was sacrifice for others. He
had an intense love for his children and
he loved Hadrat Fatimah Zahra (may
Allah be pleased with her) so dearly that
when she came, the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) stood up out of love for her and
kissed her forehead and vacated his
seat for her. But she was passing her
time in the house in extreme poverty.
She had no maid-servant. She worked
the hand-mill, filled the leather water-bag
herself and brought it to her house. The
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palms of her hands had sores on
account of working the hand-mill and the
water-skin had made marks on her
body. Once she came to the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) but she hesitated to
demand anything due to utmost regard
for him but ‘Amir (may Allah be pleased
with him) spoke on her behalf and
requested him to spare one of the maid-
servants who had come as a result of
the battle. He said: Arrangement is still
to be made for the people of Suffa.
Unless that is done, | cannot give my
attention to anyone else. According to
a Tradition, the daughters of Hadrat
Zubair and Hadrat Zahra (may Allah be
pleased with them) came to the
Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) and

after speaking about their poverty and
straitened circumstances, requested to
give them one or two maid-servants out
of the maidservants which had come as
a result of the battle. He said: The
orphans of the battle of Badr have
already made a request before you.
Once Hadrat ‘Ali (may Allah be pleased
with him) requested for something. He
said: It is not possible to concede your
request and leave the people of Suffa
in this miserable condition so that they
should suffer the pangs of hunger.

Once a woman presented a
mantle to him. As he was in need of it,
he accepted it from her. In the
meanwhile a person came and said:
What a nice mantle? He took it off and
handed over the same. &

(Contd. From page 37)

duty honestly. For the court is the final ray of public hope. If it dwindles, it would be the
greatest misfortune. It is the responsibility of the government to safeguard fundamental
rights, equities, justice and religious freedom.

Similarly, the Board regarding the New Education Policy said in the past no any
particular religion or culture is accorded due attention. Like this, introductions of heroes of
various religions included in social science books of the syllabus and each period's
representative is given in the history but these facts are missing in the New Education
Policy. It is an unacceptable challenge for Muslims and minorities. The system of education
in the country should be harmonious. It also urged the government to stop the venom of the
increasing hate and not use it as the tool for the political conflict. It is a grave peril for the
country. If the brotherhood and fraternity end, the unity of the country will turn into shred.
Lawlessness lead the society to anarchy and destruction. It is the law which makes the
society civilized and get the oppressors stood in the scales of the balance. It appealed to
the government to stop the bulldozer culture and not to convict anyone without any genuine
proof of the crime. Itis unfortunate that today because of the negligence of the government
a host of innocent people are languishing in various jails of the country.®
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Knowledge: Its Nature, Validity And Limitations

About ‘knowledge’ the first question
that has been asked, but never
satisfactorily answered by people during
the past centuries, is whether we can
acquire real knowledge of things at all.
Among the doubters prominent are the
pragmatics who hold that only that
Knowledge is worth acquiring which is
practically useful whether itis true or false.
The second question of interest about
knowledge concerns the relationship
between cognitive experience of man and
the objects of knowledge. The last question
is about the sources of knowledge and
their limitations. Some say that sense-
perception is the only reliable source;
some say it is experience. Some stress
the importance of reasoning and some
attach value to intuition. And, lastly, there
are some who advocate mysticism,
upholding the possibility of a spiritual-
vision, which can neither be described nor
passed on to others.

As commonly understood
knowledge means: ‘familiarity of a person,
thing or fact gained by experience. ltis a
person’s range of information or the
theoretical or practical understanding of a
subject or language etc. ‘Cognition’ in
philosophic terminology means an action
or a faculty of knowing, perceiving and
conceiving, as opposed to emotion and
volition. It is a perception, sensation,
notion, or intuition. ‘Cognizance’ is being
award and ‘recognition’ is the

- Mahar Abdul Haq

acknowledgement of the validity, or
genuineness, or character, or claims, of
the existence of something; it is to know
again or to identify as known before. From
this it may be inferred that ‘knowledge’ is
just synonymous with consciousness,
awareness and familiarity, and it is based
upon experience or actual observation of
facts.

The Holy Qur’an has used many
words to express ideas connected with
‘knowledge’ and each word has a shade
of meaning different from the other. In the
Arabic language there are two words for
information: (I) Khabar and (2) Naba.
Khabar means information about
common happenings and Naba is
information about some very important
matter. For ‘recognition’ the root-word is
‘al-arf -u’ meaning sweet smell. Things
that happen too often give us no alarm;
they are routine happenings and we
recognize them just as a matter of course.
Irfan has in it the idea of succession,
satisfaction and hence recognition. As
compared to IIm this word is of a much
lower import.

Another word is ‘sha’ur’ which is
generally translated into English as
‘consciousness’. Intellectual moorings,
philosophic thinkings and abstract
concepts were foreign to the Arabs to
whom the Holy Qur'an made its first
address. So they did not include these
abstracts in sha’ur or consciousness. For

[23]



B THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, March 2023 |

them poetry was the highest form of
expression for all delicacies, hidden
secrets of the heart and fineness of wit
and humour or even sarcasm.

The Holy Qur'an opposes poetry not
because it fovours any particular mode of
expression but because it gives
importance to the subject matter which is
to be expressed to the masses and not to
style. Moreover, its view about Poetry is
that it does not present things in their true
perspective; it conceals in its metaphors
and similies the hard facts about Reality,
and, itidolises human passions alone that
lead human beings to nowhere:

“‘We have not instructed the
(Prophet) in poetry, nor is it meet for him:
This is no less than A message and a
Qur’an making things clear. That it may
give admonition to any (who are) alive, and
that the charge may be proved against
those who reject (Truth). (6:69-70)

“And the Poets,- itis those straying
in Evil who follow them. Seest thou not
that they wander distructed in every valley-
-? and that they say. What they practise
not—? (26:224-226)

‘The poet’s way of life is, indeed, not
befitting for a true Messenger of Allah or
his followers who have to revolutionise
every concept about a vain, meaningless
life of vile passions and selfish desire. The
Holy Qur’an exposes the concrete realities
of life in a purely scientific way which is
readily accepted by an unbiased intellect.
For this reason poetry which is opposed
to a realistic, factual knowledge cannot

have of the Holy Qur’an.

The Holy Qur’an very emphatically
denies that anyone has the power to ‘know
the unseen’ with the help of his innate
faculties. It draws a very clear line of
demarcation between human faculties and
Revelation. It declared unambiguously that
‘realities’ are revealed and true knowledge
is given only directly to the Messengers
through Wahy (a quick signal) and not by
any other means or self-acquired
proficiencies.

There are two more Qur’anic words
connected with knowledge that require an
explanation. One of these is ‘Kashf and
otheris “llham’. Kashf means to liftup a
curtain, to unveil, to remove from the
scene, to open, etc. To the meaning of
unveiling or lifting up the curtain the Holy
Qur’an refers in the following verse:

(It will be said:) “Thou wast heedless
of this: now have We removed the veil,
and sharp is your sight this Day.” (50:22)

With regards llham as a source of
knowledge, it may be said that this word
has not been used by the Holy Qur’anin
that sense. One of its derivative ‘alhama’
occurs in one verse only, where the
meaning is not knowledge but an innate
faculty of the human soul. Here is the
verse:

“By the Soul, and the proportion and
order given to it; and its enlightenment as
to its wrong and its right;- (91:7-8)

Some mystics say that the
knowledge they get from their experience
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is lham and the knowledge which the Holy
Messengers receive is Revelation. This,
however, is not borne out by the Holy
Qur’an as explained above. The
experience that the mystics have is not
communicable, and that which is not
communicable cannot be categorised as
knowledge. So, from the True Guidance
which has finally been revealed to the Last
of the Holy Messengers, Muhammad
(Peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) and Preserved word for word in the
Holy Qur’an there is no other source of
knowledge of the unknown type. Anything
short of Wahy (Revelation) cannot itself
be true knowledge; at best it can be a
successful effort to understand what true
knowledge means. It is a perception of
Reality through the medium of the Holy
Qur’an and not direct orindependent of it.

Mysticism is development of one’s
insight and of mind’'s power of
apprehension. As suchitis of greater value
than the knowledge acquired through the
five senses. Explaining the acute
psychological difference between the
prophetic and mystic types of knowledge
Igbal says: ‘The mystic does not want to
return from the repose of his unitary
experience; and even when he does retum,
as he must, his return does not mean
much for mankind atlarge, The prophet’s
return is creative. He returns to insert
himself into the sweep of time with a view
to control the forces of history and thereby
to create a fresh world of ideals. For the
mystic the repose of ‘unitary experience’
is something final; for the prophet it is the

awakening, within him, of world-shaking
psychological forces, calculated to
completely transform the human world.
The desire to see his religious experience
transformed into a living world-force is
supreme in the prophet. Thus his return
amounts to a pragmatic test of the value
of his religious experience. In its creative
act the Prophet’s “will” judges both itself
and the world of concrete fact in which it
endeavours to objectify itself. In penetrating
the impervious material before him the
prophet discovers himself for himself, and
unveils himself to the eye of history.
Another way of judging the value of a
prophet’s religious experience, therefore,
would be to examine the type of manhood
that he has created and the cultural world
that has sprung out of the spirit of his
Message.

The Arabic word ‘llm, translated into
English as knowledge, has wider sense
than contained in awareness,
consciousness and recognition or
familiarity. The Arabs used the word *_Alim
or Aleem for Allah but not Sha’ir or ‘Arif.
Ifan or Ma’rifat (Recognition) is perception
of reality after a thorough consideration of
its signs, traces and other relationships;
for ‘llm’ this is not necessary. Ma’rifat is
mostly used for the recollection of a
concept that has gone out of
consciousness, but for ‘lim this cannot be
the case. The example of ‘lIm’ that cannot
be acquired by reason, thought or
contemplation is Revelation.

The root-meanings of ‘llm are: a
mark, a sign like the country’s flag, or a
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signpost, or a track-mark etc, with which
things are distinguished or recognized. It
means, therefore, to know something in
allits details, to cognize, to perceive reality,
to have faith, to realise, to have sure and
definite knowledge.

Senses give us perceptions and the
qualities of the head and the heart turn
these perceptions into conceptual
knowledge with the added strength of
feelings in the background. Knowledge
that keeps changing or that which
oscillates between Truth and Falsehood
is not real knowledge.

Similarly knowledge based upon

passions cannot be true knowledge.
Passions are imaginary concepts or
transitory beliefs with absolutely no
element of performance or constancy in
them. They have no firm ground of a sound
reason or argument to stand upon. On
account of this fickleness of theirs the Holy
Qur’an describes them as ‘conjectures’,
quite opposite to true knowledge.
Revelation, on the other hand, does not
change its character. ‘Wahy’ or Revelation
is the most perfect and truest form of
knowledge and no other knowledge can
reach the heights of its veracity, exactness
and accuracy.®

comprehension.

Limitations of Human Knowledge

The realities of things are very often so different from what they appear to
us according to our imperfect lights. And, how much the interior of a thing differs
from its exterior; the outer from the inside reality; how incomprehensible and
enigmatic are the mysteries of the Universe; but man is hotheaded enough to
claim that his knowledge compasses all, the secrets of man as well as of
universe, down to their core and inner-most realities.

At first sight Khidhr appeared to be away from apparent realities and his
actions were the look of meaningless moves. But, to the end of the chapter, we
find him more realistic and acting more wisely. The story illustrates that life is
ever on the move, presenting us with situations and new realities in every age
from its inexhaustible store of secrets and mysteries. The episode also
elucidates that knowledge is limitless, beyond the scope of human

And over every word of knowledge there is one more knowing.”

(Yusuf: 76)

7
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Aims And Objectives of Islamic Education

Islamic Education And The Concept of
Man

Education, shorn of all frills and
furbelows, signifies the transmission of
experience from one generation to another.
What is transmitted in an organized society
with a history is not individual experience
as such but the cumulative experience of
past generations enshrined in folklore,
traditions, customs, poetry and the like.
These in their turn crystallize around — and
also mirror — the basic concept of the place
of man in this universe that a society has
developed and cherishes. This is as true
of Islamic society as of the West.

The real nature of a system of
education and its difference from other
systems can be understood properly only
when the concept of man underlying it is
analysed and examined. In what respects
then does the Islamic concept of man differ
from other concepts and to what extent is it
mirrored in the system of education that we
call Islamic?

The first thing worth bearing in mind
is that Islam subscribes to no theory of
original sin; it does not believe that man
has a basically tainted nature and spends
the whole of his life struggling against it.
The story of the Fall of Adam is part of the
common heritage of Islam and Christianity,
but Islam does not interpret it to mean that
corruption and evil are inherent in Adam’s
descendants. On the contrary, Islam
emphasizes that every child, like his
primordial grandfather, is born in a state of
innocence and if it succumbs to evil later, it
is because of its failure to rise above

- S. Sajjad Hussain & S. Ali Ashraf

temptation. But for every one man who
yields to temptation, there are scores who
do not, a fact which points to man’s
capacity for good.

It is no accident that time and again
in the Quran man is described as Allah’s
vicegerent, as the crown and chief of His
creation. Intelligence and knowledge are
spoken of as His greatest gifts — received
from God — which he is called upon to
utilize in the service of his Maker. These
gifts and the tremendous power they confer
on him render him accountable to God for
all his actions, for the important as well as
the unimportant ones: indeed distinction
which he might wish to make between the
two is illusory; he will be held responsible
for every detail of his life, for the manner in
which he employed his gifts and the use to
which he put his intelligence and
knowledge.

Now, this conception of man’s
responsibility shows education in an Islamic
society to be an activity unlike any other,
either within its limits or in any other society.
Itis assumed to have unlimited potentialities
in the matter of moulding character and
elevating man to the highest rank in God’s
creation of which he is capable. Islam does
not believe that some children are doomed
by reason of their birth and race to exist at
the level of beasts whilst some others, again
by virtue of their birth and race, are
predisposed to excellence. Born without
any inherent handicaps genetic or racial
— they attain or fail to attain a full flowering
of their faculties according as their parents
or their society educates them.
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Aims of Education

But what are they expected to receive
from a process of education? The content
of education which as we have said earlier
means the transference of experience, can
be divided for a Muslim into two categories:
experience in the form of skills or technical
knowledge whose nature varies from age
to age and which is bound to change
constantly; and experience based on
certain constant or permanent values
embodied in religion and scripture. These
latter consist of those eternal verities which
are not subject to change, and which for a
Muslim are defined in the Quran and
Sunnah in the clearest possible terms.

The system of education which has
been characteristic of Muslim society down
the ages, whether it was what the West calls
liberal education or technical education
(Islam recognizes no distinction between
the two as regards the problem of values),
has always attempted to uphold the
premises referred to above. The essential
goodness of human nature, man’s
accountability, his commitment to a set of
God-given primordial values — these
formed the foundation of whatever
education a Muslim youth received. The
result, it has been rightly claimed, was the
growth of a society in which different
generations and occupations and strata
lived in harmony with one another, bound
together by a common faith.

Believing as it does that the true aim
of education is to produce men who have
faith as well as knowledge, the one
sustaining the other, Islam does not think
the pursuit of knowledge by itself without
reference to the spiritual goal that must try
to attain, can humanity much good.

Knowledge divorced from faith is not only
partial knowledge, can even be described
as a kind of new ignorance. The man who
has lost his faith in God is not recognized
by Islam as a man whose knowledge can
be described as deep. Such a person,
however extensive acquaintance books,
has but acquired only a fragmentary view
of the universe.

What is more important from Islam’s
point of view is that he may sooner or later
find himself committed to courses of action
which are bound to be immoral, unethical
and socially dangerous because
subversive of those laws which hold society
together.

Islamic education consequently
insists that piety and faith must be clearly
recognized in syllabuses as an aim to be
systematically pursued. The test of any
syllabus must be whether it brings the
learner nearer to an understanding of God
and of the relation in which man stands to
his Maker. The subject the learner studies
may be any one of the numerous subjects
that universities teach; it could be
something other than the conventional. But
in each case the test of its validity and
effectiveness will be whether it fosters a
deeper awareness of the Divine Presence
in the universe. If it does not it should be
clearly understood to be at variance with
the Islamic notion of education.

Itis from this premise that insistence
on the study of scripture as first step in
education springs. The word of God,
properly studied, can be relied upon to
strengthen the foundations of faith, and
once this has happened, the learner can
proceed to explore the world without fear
of losing his spiritual bearings.
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Thus what distinguishes the Islamic
system of education from the modern
Western system is the importance it
attaches to faith and piety as one of its
fundamental aims. In the West, the aim of
education is spoken of as being to produce
a good a good of which aims Islam can
accept. But having secularized education
completely, the West fails to indicate how
in the absence of a set moral values, either
of those aims can be realized. Western
society is today in danger of disintegrating.
There is nothing to hold it together except
state laws, and when the justice of the state
laws is in question, moral anarchy and
urban lawlessness are the response.

Secularization of Education in the
West and its Impact on Muslim Society

The decay of Islamic civilization and
the rise of the modern West have been
marked by the acceptance of doubt and
skepticism as the basis of intellectual
advancement and consequent rejection of
most of the values which Islam cherished.

The West has to its credit great
achievements in science and technology
which have made terrestrial life safer and
more comfortable. The aeroplane, the
telephone, radio, television, computers - to
mention a few things — each symbolizes
an advance in material progress of which
the ancients had no conception. Yet this
material progress — which is within reach
of common people — is not matched by any
spiritual development. On the contrary,
spiritually man today is much less happy
than his predecessor two hundred years
ago. Disharmony and tension have ruined
his mental peace, rendered his social life
infernal and deprived his existence of all
meaning and purpose. The more the West

reaches out for a solution without spiritual
values and faith, the greater is the
confusion, the greater the agony. Bizarre
philosophies like existentialism and logical
positivism try to discover a meaning in
existence within the stuffy atmosphere of a
Godless universe, but the more they seek
to evade the central and crucial problem
of faith, the more dreadfully they fail to
provide a satisfactory answer to the
problems of life.

But why, it may be asked, should this
affect Muslim society? The answer to this
question lies in a paradox.

Much as the Muslim, anchored in
faith, disapproves of the spiritual nihilism
of the West, he himself, because of his
neglect of science and technology, has
created around his society a suffocating
atmosphere as oppressive as the spiritual
sterility of the West. Want and poverty,
disease and epidemic, colonialism and
economic humiliation have forced him to
realize that it is only by mastering science
and technology that he can escape these
problems. But when he turns to the West
for his knowledge of science and
technology, he finds that the whole of it is
riddled with premises antithetical to his
faith. Modern science and technology would
lead him to banish God, to renounce faith,
and to commit himself to the pursuit of
mindless materialism.

The need for science and technology
has, however, been so urgent for him that
ever since he first became conscious of the
disparity between himself and the Western
world he has been desperately trying to
master its secrets, copy its methods,
emulate its examples, without waiting to
consider the risks inherent in the process.
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The move towards the adoption of Western
ideas began in the nineteenth century in
many Muslim countries. The results which
have manifested themselves in the course
of the last fifteen decades or so have begun
to frighten many Muslim thinkers. Are we,
they ask, travelling the same path as has
led to the purposelessness of the West?

Modernization and Cultural Identity:
the Process of Reconciliation

But how to avoid the risks without
having to renounce modern knowledge?
Can we discover a means of isolating the
sterile values which have so warped
Western life from the knowledge which they
corrupt? Knowledge, Muslim scholars
believe, cannot by itself be harmful or
dangerous. Itis the extraneous values and
assumptions which man imparts into it
which cause it to produce a spiritually
harmful fall-out.

This is the nature of the crisis that
Muslim societies which have embarked
upon a programme of modernization face.
They are anxious not to lose their identity,
nor to lose their distinctive religious outlook,
and not to be infected with Western spiritual
diseases. In order to steer clear of these
dangers they must scrutinize what they
learn from the West and search in their text
books for those basic assumptions which
they cannot afford to accept except at their
own peril.

Now for the purpose of isolating
spurious values from real knowledge,
Muslim scholars need to re-examine the
commonly accepted Western classifications
of knowledge in the light of the Islamic
fundamentals. For no branch of knowledge,
whether it is philosophy or physics,
epistemology or economics, can be wholly

divorced from underlying value-
judgements. The differences between the
pure sciences and the humanities is from
this point of view a difference of degree.
The scientist who declares himself a non-
partisan observer of phenomena has to
start from or rely on hypotheses, and these
spring from sources saturated with non-
scientific values. The Western world has
been trying, at least since the birth of
rationalism, to explain the universe without
reference to God, and the assumption that
it will eventually succeed in doing so has
coloured all its findings. No Muslim could
accept such an assumption. Consequently,
the first task facing the Islamic world is to
discover those hidden assumptions which
have little do with science but which are
mistaken for scientific by the unwary.

This task has not been undertaken
in the recent past or where undertaken not
performed with the thoroughness it
demands. This is how the dual systems of
education found in most Muslim countries
was no duality of this kind in the heyday of
Islam, when in the van of scientific progress,
and Muslim thinkers and philosophers set
the pace for the world in all fields of
knowledge. Having by their own neglect and
backwardness allowed this position to
change, that they advances discovered
painfully on waking up from their slothful
slumber that advances had taken place
under the leadership mainly of the West in
science and technology which left them far
behind. And when they sought to acquire
the new science and technology and also
the new advances in other areas of
knowledge, they did so at first by
superimposing the Western system of
education on their own; but the two did not
fit in with each other and were in
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consequence left to function independently.
This worked to the disadvantage of the old,
traditional system, and the tendency arose
for a new generation, versed in the new
knowledge of the West, but cut off from
their own past, to grow alienated. This
phenomenon has manifested itself in
Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Iran, Turkey,
Egypt and all those other countries where
Muslims tried to face the challenge of the
West.

Patchwork solutions have been tried
by combining traditional knowledge with
courses in new subjects. But the
combination does not work satisfactorily, for
the values which inform the Western
systems of education subtly penetrate the
minds of our youth and throw them off their
guard.

This is how the need has arisen for
a serious examination of the whole of basic
knowledge, of the concept of man from
which it derives and which it sustains. The
true Islamic man — the Insan Kamil (The
Perfect Man) — it is realized, is different in
conception from man as conceived by the
West. Born in freedom, that is to say, without
the handicap of original sin, this Islamic man
never loses sight of his relation to his
Maker, and education for him is an unfolding
of those strengths and sensibilities which
draw him nearer to God, inspire in him a
consciousness of his obligations as the
vicegerent of God, and teach him to treat
the world as a great trust which must not
be abused. He opposes such modern evils
as abortion and vivisection, permissiveness
and perversion, not on a consideration of
the rights and wrongs of the issues in a
given temporal context but on the grounds
that they are contrary to God'’s injunctions.

Freedom and bondage, justice and
injustice, are matters which likewise are
viewed by him sub specie eternitatis. The
test he uses of the soundness of any
educational system is whether it helps to
kindle that spark of° God-consciousness
without which man remains a brute, and so
judged, the system currently in vogue in
the West, despite its manifold achievements
is woefully deficient. It is to the removal of
this deficiency in the light of Islam that we
must bend our energies.

In the extracts that follow, a number
of eminent contemporary Muslim scholars
have discussed the aims or Islamic
education and the concept of man which it
mirrors from a number of points of view.
They represent far-flung areas of the
Muslim world, but what is remarkable is the
unity of their outlook and the uniformity of
the emphasis on the need for a new
approach to the problem of education in
the light of the fundamental concept which
the Quran teaches. The fons et origo of
Muslim thought is the Quran, and quite
appropriately they have said time and again
that no system of thought or education can
be acceptable to Muslims whose tendency
is to divert man from the highway of
knowledge and wisdom which the Quran
has charted for all time to come.

Extracts
1. To Form the True Muslim

(i) Good and righteous man: Conference
Book, pp. 76—78

The basic approach of 313 Muslim
scholars who met at the First World
Conference on Muslim Education held at
Mecca in 1977 has been enunciated in the
following paragraphs.
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Concepts and attitudes

The aim of Muslim education is the
creation of the ‘good and righteous man’
who worships Allah in the true sense of
the term, builds up the structure of his
earthly life according to the Shari’ah (law)
and employs it to sub serve his faith.

The meaning of worship in Islam is
both extensive and comprehensive; it is not
restricted to the physical performance of
religious rituals only but embraces all
aspects of activity: faith, thought, feeling,
and work in conformity with what Allah
(Praise be to Him) says in the Holy Quran,
‘I have created the Jinn and man only to
worship Me’ and ‘say, O my Lord, my
prayers, my sacrifice, my life and my death
are for Allah, the Lord of the Worlds Who
hath no peer.’

Therefore, the foundation of
civilization on this earth, the exploitation of
the wealth, resources and energies that
Allah has hidden in its bowels, the search
for sustenance, the measures by which man
can rise to full recognition of the ways of
Allah in the Universe, knowledge of the
properties of matter, and the ways in which
they can be utilized in the service of faith
and in the dissemination of the essence of
Islam and in helping man to attain to a
righteous and prosperous life — all these
are considered forms of worship by which
scholars and God-seekers come into closer
contact with Allah. If such is the Islamic
concept of worship, and if from the Islamic
point of view the object of education in the
most comprehensive sense of worship is
the upbringing of the true believer, it follows
that education must achieve two things.
First, it must enable man to understand his
Lord so that he worships Him in full

conviction of His Oneness, observes the
rituals, and abides by the Shari’ah and the
Divine injunctions. Secondly, it must enable
him to understand the ways of Allah in the
universe, explore the earth, and use all that
Allah has created to protect faith and
reinforce His religion in the light of what Allah
has said in the Quran,

‘It is He who hath brought you from
the earth and made you inhabit and inherit
it.

Thus the sciences of the Sharia
(Islamic law) meet other sciences such as
medicine, engineering, mathematics,
psychology, sociology, etc., in that they are
all Islamic sciences so long as they move
within the framework of Islam and are in
harmony with Islamic concepts and
attitudes. All these sciences are necessary
in reasonable degree, for the ordinary
Muslim, while they are in a much more
specialized form required and sought by
scholars, mujtahidun and jurists of the
Ummah (the nation).

The Islamic concept of science does
not impose any restriction or limitation on
theoretical, empirical or applied sciences
except for one limitation which pertains to
the ultimate ends on the one hand and their
actual effects on the other. In the Islamic
sense science is a form of worship by which
man is brought into closer contact with Allah;
hence it should not be abused to corrupt
faith and morals and to bring forth harm,
corruption, injustice and aggression.

Consequently any science which is
in conflict with faith and which does not
serve its ends and requirements is in itself
corrupt, and stands condemned and
rejected and has no place in God’s
injunctions. &
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Muhammad Igbal: A Poet For All Ages

Obtrusively, India walks away
from Muhammad Igbal, the man who
penned Tarana-i-Hindi, ‘Saare jahan se
achcha Hindustan hamara’. It may not be
a crime yet to sing his Bachche ki Dua (A
Child’s Prayer) but it is close as proved
by a recent incident in Bareilly, Uttar
Pradesh where a principal and a shiksha
mitr were booked for asking children in the
school assembly to sing, “Lab pe aati hai
dua ban ke tamanna meri”.

We live in times when patriotism is
considered the exclusive privilege of a few.
The usage of words such as Rab, Khuda-
ra and Allah in the poem upset a Vishwa
Hindu Parishad functionary so much that
he lodged a first information report (FIR)
with the police. The principal herself was
either so frightened orignorant that instead
of defending the lines of the poem, she
claimed to be on leave from school on the
day the alleged crime of singing the nazm
took place. Neither the complainant nor the
police or even the accused knew much
about the poem.

Incidentally, words like Rab
And Khuda are uniquely Indian, and
transcend the boundaries of religion. Not
just Muslims but also Sikhs and some
Hindus in North India use Rab Almighty.
Same with Khuda, an expression freely
used for God in Urdu literature.

‘Lab Pe Aati Hai Dua’ was penned in
1902 and was inspired by Matilda

-Ziya Us salam

Edwards’ ‘A Child’s Prayer’. It has been
sung in schools for almost a hundred
years in North India. It did not change with
the adoption of Muhammad Igbal as the
poet of the nation by Pakistan.

For many government schools,
where children are not comfortable with
English, this poem was part of the morning
ritual. As unlike a Saraswati Vandana, a
Biblical hymn, an Islamic surah, it was not
areligious address. No parent objected to
a child reciting ‘Lab pe aati hai dua’. Who
could possible raise objections to a child
singing, “Make my life like a moth, O Lord
/ May | love the candle of wisdom / May
my work be the protection of the poor /
May | love the kindred and the elderly / My
Lord! Save me from unrighteousness /
Help me walk on the path of the good™?

Poet-translator Mustansir Dalvi has
written Igbal: Taking issue and Allah’s
answer, “Being Indian and of India inspired
many of Igbal’s poems.” Igbal was the one
who called Ram as Imam-e-Hind. He
wrote in praise of Nanak, calling him Mard-
e-Kamil or the perfect man. He had the
width of vision and depth of knowledge to
translate the Gayatri Mantra into Urdu
as Aftab (The sun). In Naya Shivala (New
Temple), he defied the nation. He loved
India to an extent that he raised it higher to
any place in the world, including Arabia with
its places of worship.

Igbal wrote, “Saare Jahan Se Accha
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Hindustan Hamara”, decades before V.D.
Savarkar coined his Pitrabhu (fatherland)
and Punyabhu (holy land) theory to
distinguish between those whose birth
land and the sacred land were within the
confines of India, and those whose sacred
land was abroad. Igbal was above such
demarcation and denomination.

‘Two-nation theory’

Not that he did not have his critics
when he was alive, or even after his death.
When he penned Shikwa (Taking Issue)
in 1909, a large section of Ulema was
upset with his lament to God. The
provocation was followed by pacification
with Jawab-e-Shikwa (Allah’s Answer)
where God answers Igbal’s prayer. That
was all in the world of the Millatand Ummat
(community and universal brotherhood
based on Islam). The larger Indian society
often saw him through the prism of the two-
nation theory, under which he believed,
unlike Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, and very
much like Savarkar, Hindus and Muslims
were two separate nations.

Yet, there was much more to Igbal.
He chose his audience with care. When
he was in Lahore, he used to recite his
Kalam freely. When in Sialkot, he would
never give a hint of being a Shayar or take
partin poetic soirees. In Europe, after initial
years when he found great scientific and
economic progress and, in his mind, found
the Muslim society lagging in comparison,
he worried for Western society’s streak
of materialism. Before he became
wedded to the idea of ummah’s

internationalism, Igbal was a staunch
patriot who celebrated India’s rivers and
mountains, called its citizens bulbulein
(singing birds) and the country his garden.
‘Saare Jahan Se Accha’ extolled wataniyat
or love for nation.

All that is consigned to the yellowed
pages of history. Like his audience, then,
what Igbal needs today from the prism of
pre-1905 when he went to Europe, or post-
1909, when he came back. This may not
be possible at a time when he is
increasingly becoming a victim of ‘we’ and
‘they’ politics- sort of a collateral
consequence of bigotry. Just as ‘Saare
Jahan Se Accha’is being heard less and
less on public platforms, and in danger of
being confined to Urdu medium schools,
his other works including ‘Himala’, where
he praises the mountain chain guarding
India, are being forgotten. It is however,
better than the irresponsible accusation
that followed the singing of “Lab pe aati
hai dua” in Bareilly.

“Time is hard on writers, particularly
after the causes they fought for have been
won, lost or were overtaken by events,”
noted author-critic Sham Lal more than a
couple of decades ago. For Igbal, the hard
time could be now. Reduced to being a
prisoner of posterity, Igbal stands forsaken
by the nation in whose every speck he
founds a whiff of divinity. As he once wrote,
“Khak-e-watan ka mujhko har zara devta
hai” (Each dust particle of my motherland
isGodtome). B

(The Hindu- 5 —1-2023)
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The Mosque of Cordova

In Igbal’s view the Mosque of
Cordova, in the totality of its appearance
and effectiveness, is a material
manifestation of the Momin. In its beauty
and elegance, height and width,
gracefulness and solidity, fineness and
strength it is his exact replica. Its imposing
pillars remind Igbal of the oases of Arabia
and in its balconies and latticed windows
he sees the gleams of Heavenly
effulgence. He regards its towering
minarets to be the descending points of
Divine mercy and the halting places of the
angels. Overcome with emotion he cries
out: “The Muslim is imperishable, he shall
not die, because he is the bearer of the
message of Abraham and Moses and of all
the Divine Apostles.”

Igbal asserts that the Mosque of
Cordova is a true symbol of the beliers,
thoughts and aspirations of the Muslim
Millet, and just as the Muslim Millet is free
from all the narrow and unnatural concepts
of race and nationality it, too, represents a
marvellous synthesis of Arab and Persian
cultures and typifies a remarkable supra-
national fraternity. The Muslim is above
territorial limitations and his world is
boundless. The beauty and warmth of his
message is all-pervading. The Tigris and
the Euphrates of Iraq, the Ganges and the
Jumna of India, the Danube of Europe and
the Nile of Egypt are but a wave in his
shore-less sea. His achievements are
unequalled in history. It was the Muslim
Millet that gave the command to the outworn
ages to depart and ushered in the modern
world.

Members of the Islamic Millet arc the
torch-bearers of compassion and fellow-
feeling and true specimens of faith and
fraternisation. The tongue of the Momin is

like a gem-showering cloud and his scimitar
is well-tempered. He is contended at heart
and persevering in action. Even on the
battlefield and under the shadow of swords
he is the upholder of Monotheism and
Apostleship and the pursuer of the path of
piety and righteousness. In the struggle
between truth and falsehood faith is his
weapon and reliance upon God his armour.

Thou, in beauty and dignity, man of God’s
witness,

He is beautiful and dignified, thou art
beautiful and dignified.

Firm are thy foundations, numberless are
thy pillars,

Soaring like ranks of palms over the Syrian
desert.

Light of the Valley of Peace gleams on thy
walls and roof,

On thy minaret’s height Gabriel stands in
glory.
The Muslim shall not perish for by his Azan,

The secret of Moses and Abraham is
revealed.

Limitless in his world, boundless his long
horizon,

Tigris and Danube and Nile but a wave in
his sea.

His times are wondrous, his legends are
strange,

To the ages outworn he gave the command
to depart.

Sagqi of men of taste, horseman of the realm
of desire,

Pure and unmixed his wine, tempered and
glittering his steel.

Warrior armed in the mail of La llah,
Under the shadow of swords succoured by
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La llah.

The poet, again, says to the Mosque
that * ‘you are the interpretation of the
Momin’s dream in the world, the exposition
of his high-mindedness and the
exemplification of his soul in brick and
mortar.

“The hand of the Momin, in power
and dominance, in the dispersal of
difficulties and the fulfilment of needs, is
the Hand of God and an instrument of
Providence. Apparently, he is born of clay
but, in reality, he has the nature of Light.
There is the reflection of Divine Attributes
in his being. He is indifferent to the
allurements of the world. His desires are
few, but his aims are high. He is the
embodiment of grace and strength, love and
sternness. He is gentle of speech, but warm
in quest. In peace he is soft like silk, but in
war hard as steel.

“The faith of the Believer is the pivot
on which the world turns. His existence is
the essence of creation and all the rest an
illusion. In him thought and intellect and
faith and love find their highest expression.
Strength and felicity in life and beauty and
elegance in the world owe their presence
to him. He is the end and object of the
pilgrimage of love and the heart and soul
of the universe.”

Behold in thy stones are all the
Believer’s secrets,

Fire: of passionate days, rapture of melting
nights.

High is his station and great are his
thoughts.,

Ecstasy, burning desire, self-abasement
and pride.

The hand of the Momin is the Hand of Allah-

Dominant, resourceful, creative, ensuring
success.

Fashioned or dust and light, slave with the
Master’s attributes,

His heart is indifferent to the riches of the
worlds.

His earthly hopes are few, his aims are high,
Courtesy in his mien, gaining all hearts with
his glance;
He is soft of speech but fierce in the hour
of pursuit,

In war and in peace pure in thought and in
act.

The point of God’s great compass the
Believer’s firm faith,

All this universe else—shadow, illusion,
deceit.

He is the goal of love, he is the end of Love,

He, in the circle of the firmament, sets all
spirits a glow.

Igbal proceeds to pay a tribute of
never-fading charm to the Mosque. “Thou
art the Mecca of the seekers of Art”, he
says, “the place of pilgrimage for the
devotees of love and the symbol of the glory
of Islam. Thanks to thee, the soil of
Cordova is vying for sacredness and
elevation with the heavens. If anything can
compare with thee it is the heart of the true
Believer.” Here Igbal loses control of his
feelings. He looks at the distant past and
centuries roll back in his imagination. He
begins to live in the period of Muslim
ascendency in Spain. Combining
romanticism with classicism he asks,
“Where are the Moorish horsemen, the
men of virtue, the embodiments of faith and
the champions of truth? Where has their
unrelenting caravan stopped? Where have
the Arab rulers, the precursors of European
Renaissance, gone whose government
was another name for social justice and
public welfare?” B

(To be continued)
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AIMPLB’s Executive Meeting in Lucknow

Meeting of AIMPLB was held on
February 5, 2023 at Darul Uloom Nadwatul
Ulama, Lucknow. The meeting was
presided over by the Board's president
Maulana S.M.Rabey Hasani Nadwi. Various
deliberations were made on different issues
including Uniform Civil Code, Law against
conversion of religion, Worship Act of 1999
regarding religious places, mob lynching,
increasing hate, establishment of Muslim
religious institutions in the meeting.

Maulana S.M.Rabey Hasani Nadwi
stated that the present scenario of the
country is more critical and sensitive than
the past. It is unfortunate that today our
mutual differences turned into animosities.
Itis a matter of great concern. The need of
the hour is that we must unite cutting across
sectarian and ideological lines. Itis obvious
when we do so no one will defeat us.

Maulana Khalid Saifullah Rahmani,
General Secretary of the Board said the
Board appealed to the government to
respect the religious freedom of all citizens
regardless of religion caste, creed, color
and region.

Generally speaking, under personal
laws different communities have their own
respective distinctions and privileges. To
nullify them would be an act of anti-
democracy and secularism. In a big diversity
and different religions, cultures and
civilizations hub India, such things should
not happen at any rate. If the parliament
taking advantage of the majority will
vehementally attempt to enact laws

- Obaidur Rahman Nadwi

regarding Uniform Civil Code, conversion
laws and other anti- constitution issues. The
unity and integrity of the country will be
badly affected and hindrances will be
created in the development of the country.

The Board urged the government to
pay due attention towards the basic needs
and fundamental issues of the citizens
instead of implementation of such
unnecessary laws. The Board expressed
anguish over religious conversion laws
made by different states of the country. It
vividly said that religion and dogma relate
to belief and inner voice of the
people.Adopting any religion is a natural
right.

On the very basis it is considered to
be legal and lawful in the constitution of
India. Everyone is free to adopt any religion
and spread it as one likes. Forcefully
conversion and giving financial greed and
assistance is not proper and appropriate.

Unfortunately,a delebrate conspiracy
is being hatched to enact such laws in
some states whose purpose is to deprive
them of their religious freedom. The Board
also expressed concern over the illegal
arrest of scores of innocent people
regarding child marriage in Assam.

The Board expressed its concern in
government's interference in Muslim Waqf
properties. It appealed to the government
to take stock of injustice meted out to the
downtrodden and oppressed sections of
the community and urged it to perform its

(Contd. to page 22)
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Inside India

TWO MUSLIM MEN LIKELY KILLED BY COW
VIGILANTES: POLICE OFFICERS

BHARATPUR/JAIPUR: The preliminary
investigation by the Rajasthan police in the murder
of two Muslim men, whose remains were found
inside a charred vehicle in Haryana’s Bhiwani
district, has pointed at cow vigilantism as the
motive for the crime, senior police officers said.

During an interrogation, the accused Rinku
Saini confirmed that a cow vigilante group had
picked up Junaid (35) and Nasir (27) in a
Mahindra Bolero, while denying his involvement,
a senior police officer said.

13 Families Evacuated From Hilly Village in J&K

At least 13 families have been shifted to safer
places after their houses were endangered/
damaged due to a landslide in the remote hilly
village of Duksar Dal in Jammu and Kashmir's
Ramban district, officials said.

The move in Duksar Dal,in Sangaldan area
of Gool subdivision — over 45km from the district
headquarters — came a fortnight after the
Ramban district administration had evacuated
four-five families from another hilly hamlet,
Sujmatna, in Ramsoo, to safer locations after
their residential houses became vulnerable
following a landslide on February 6. Earlier on
February 3, around 19 residential houses, a
mosque, and a madrasa developed cracks due
to land sinking at Nai Basti-Thatri of Doda district.

“A total of 13 houses were declared
endangered due to a landslide at Duksar Dal
villlage. The affected families were shifted and
provided tents, ration, utensils, and blankets as
immediate relief,” Gool sub-divisional magistrate
(SDM) Tanveer-ul-Majeed Wani said.

Apex Court Takes Cognisance on Menace of
Unlicensed Guns

New Delhi: Taking cognizance of growing
number of cases of people illegally possessing
firearms resulting in sharp increase in criminal
activities, the Supreme Court initiated suo motu
proceedings saying that it was a disturbing trend
which needed to be curbed. A bench of Justices
K M Joseph and BV Nagarathna said that if the

issue was not addressed then it would deal a
blow to the rule of law. It said that unlike the USA,
people here have no fundamental right to carry
guns and one has to take permission and license
from the concerned authority.

‘Entirely Misconceived’: SC Junks Plea Seeking
Ban on BBC Operations in India

SUPREME Court dismissed a plea seeking
a ban on the operations of the British
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) in India. ABench
comprising Justices Sanjiv Khanna and M M
Sundresh called the petition “entirely
misconceived”.

The plea was filed by Vishnu Gupta, who
claimed to be the president of Hindu Sena, a Delhi-
based oulffit, in the wake of the controversy over
the BBC documentary ‘India: The Modi Question’
on the 2002 post-Godhra riots in Gujarat, Senior
advocate Pinky Anand appearing for the petitioner
urged the court to look at the background in which
the developments took place.

The Bench, however, wondered how the
matter could even be argued and asked, “You
want us to put complete censor ship? What is
this?”

Though the petitioner urged the court to list
the plea along with petitions challenging the
government direction asking social media
platforms to remove links to the documentary, the
Bench declined to do so. “Let us not waste any
more time.,Writ plea is entirely misconceived. It
has no merit,” the Bench said, dismissing it.

TEACHER BOOKED FOR THRASHING STUDENT
IN GORAKHPUR

GORAKHPUR: The district police have
initiated an inquiry into the thrashing of an UKG
student by his teacher resulting in fracture of the
student’s hand. The incident took place in a
private English-medium school at Karughat.

SP (city) Krishna Kumar Bishnoi confirmed
that police have a complaint from the parents and
a case has been registered. Sarthak, son of
Harendra, resident of Shivalay Nagar, under the
Cantonment police station of the district, is a
student of UKG in a private English-medium
school.®
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Around the World

Turkiye Ends Quake Rescue Efforts, Except
in 2 Provinces

Turkiye has ended rescue efforts in all
provinces except the two hardest hit by last
week’s massive quake that killed tens of
thousands of people, the Turkish disaster agency
said.

“In many of our provinces, search and rescue
efforts have been completed. They continue in
Kahramanmaras and Hatay provinces,” the
agency’s chief Yunus Sezer said. The epicentre
of the 7. 8-magnitude earthquake on February 6
was in Pazarcik district in Kahramanmaras.

Sezer said search and rescue efforts
continued at around 40 buildings in the provinces
on the 14th day, but expected this number to fall
by Sunday evening. The agency head also said
Turkey’s death toll had risen to 40,689.

The total death toll including Syria is now
44 377.

Turkish vice-president Fuat Oktay said
Saturday that some 105,000 buildings either
collapsed, needed to be demolished or were
severely damaged in the quake. There had been
breathless coverage since the quake of rescue
teams finding survivors. That has since slowed
down with no survivors found in at least 24 hours.
On Saturday, rescuers found a man and a woman
alive in the 296th hour in the Turkish city
of Antakya.

Saudi Arabia to send Its First Woman
Into Space

Saudi Arabia will send its first-ever woman
astronaut on a space mission later this year,
state media has reported in the latest move to
revamp the kingdom'’s ultra-conservative image.
Rayyana Barnawi will join fellow Saudi male
astronaut Ali Al-Qarni on a mission to the
International Space Station (ISS), “during the
second quarter of 2023, the official Saudi Press
Agency said. The astronauts “will join the crew
of the AX-2 space mission” and the space flight

will “launch from the US”, the agency said. The
oil-rich country will be following in the footsteps
of the UAE which in 2019 became the first Arab
country to send one of its citizens into space.
At the time, astronaut Hazzaa al- Mansoori
spent eight days on the ISS. Another fellow
Emirati, Sultan al-Neyadi, will also make a
voyage later this month.

Chuppu Elected B’desh’s 22" Prez

Mohammad Shahabuddin Chuppu, a former
judge and freedom fighter will be Bangladesh’s
new President, the chief election commission
has announced. Chuppu, 74, was elected
unopposed and will replace President
Mohammad Abdul Hamid. The chief election
commission declared Chuppu, Awami League
advisory council member and the party’s
nominee, the President-elect of Bangladesh
unopposed. Chuppu will be the 22nd President
of Bangladesh.

Balloon Incidents Part of a Pattern: Nato
Chief

Recent incidents regarding balloons shot
down by the US, which suspects they are
surveillance balloons from China, form part of
a pattern which highlights the need for Nato to
be vigilant, said Nato secretary general Jens
Stoltenberg. “What we saw over US is part of a
pattern where China and also Russia are
increasing surveillance activities on Nato
allies,”

Russia Jails Journalist For 6 Years Over
Critical Comments on War

A Russian court sentenced Maria
Ponomarenko, a journalist who worked for
RusNews website, to six years in prison for
comments critical of Moscow’s offensive in
Ukraine, officials said. She was sentenced for
spreading information she knew to be false
about Moscow’s Army, said the Investigative
Committee. B
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