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The excellence of man lies in
his love and mercy for others: one
person is pricked with a thorn but

Syed Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi (RAH)

Patron: another person feels the pain. Man is
_ ) gifted with tears which fall from his eyes
S.M. Rabey Hasani Nadwi when he sees a widow’s head

uncovered in helplessness, a poor
man’s kitchen unlit, and a sick man in

Advisory Board : distress. If such a drop of tear is put in

a sea of transgression, it will cleanse

S. Bilal Abdul Hai Hasani Nadwi it. If it falls on a forest of sins, it will burn
it and fill the space again with the

Mohammad Aslam Siddiqui effulgence of virtue. The angels can

bring forward anything, but they cannot
present this drop of tear. The angels
do not sleep due to their cognizance
of Allah’s being and attributes, but their

Shamsul Haque Nadwi

Editor: vigil does not have the excellence of
_ ] man’s inability to sleep due to the
Shariq Alavi sufferings of others.

The quality of love permeating
through the human heart is a very

Asstt. Editor: precious gift of God. When something

stirs it, it assumes a strange power. It

Obaidur Rahman Nadwi rises above the considerations of

\ j religion, community, nation, and
motherland. It then only sees another

man’s heart and feels its suffering and
CI is drawn to it by nature as is pulled an

/ iron chip toward a magnet. ®
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Wisdom of Qur’an

“The people of the pit were destroyed
with fire abounding in fuel, while they
sat around it,and were witnessing what
they did to the believers. Against these
they had no grudge except that they
believed in Allah, the Most Mighty, the
Most Praiseworthy, to Whom belongs
the dominion of the heavens and the
earth. Allah witnesses everything.
Surely those who tormented the
believing men and the believing
women and then did not repent, theirs
shall be the chastisement of Hell, and
theirs shall be the chastisement of
burning. As for those who believed and
acted righteously, theirs shall be
Gardens beneath which rivers flow.
That is the great triumph. Stern indeed
is your Lord’s punishment.”

(Al Qur'an— 85:4-12)
Believers have been subjected to
tyrannies many a time in history. Suhaib
Rumi relates from the Holy Messenger
(peace and blessings of Allah be to him)
how a king, having come to know that a boy
and later other people had believed in the
Unity of God, he was filled with rage.
Consequently, he got pits dug out along the
roads, got them tilled with fire and ordered
all those who refused to renounce the new
faith to be thrown into the fire.The people
who feel displeasedat one’s believing in
Allah are wicked and unjust. They subject
the believers to tyrannies of sort as they
have no grudge except that the latter
believed in Allah, the Most Mighty, the Most
Praiseworthy.In the Day of Judgement they
will be subjected to utmost humiliation in the
form of the chastisement of Hell.l

Pearls From the
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)

Abu Hurairah relates that the Holy
Messenger Muhammad (peace and
blessings of Allah be to him) said,
“Allah, the Exalted, says: | declare war
against one who bears enmity towards
a friend of Mine. Whena servant of
Mine comes closer to Me, with a thing
which | love,out of things which | have
prescribed; and he seeks My favour
through Optional Prayers (Nawafil), |
start loving him and when | love him, |
become his ear with which he hears
and his eyes with which he sees and
his hand with which he grasps and his
foot with which he walks, and when he
requests Me for anything, | grant him
and when he seeks protection, | give
him protection.”

(Bukhari)

This hadith under study brings into
light the importance of Optional Prayers
(Nawafil). Saying Prayers is one of the best
means of man’s coming closer to the Lord.
The believer does not content with saying
only obligatory prayers, which is a must for
him. In view of the great blessings of
Optional Prayers he loves to say Optional
Prayers as well. The Holy Messenger says
Allah loves Optional Prayers. That is why
the believer says Optional Prayers besides
Obligatory Prayers. He is not duty bound
to say Optional Prayers. But just to seek
the pleasure of Allah he spares at least
some time from his schedule to remember
Allah in Optional Prayers. When he does
so, Allah begins to love him. When such a
blessed person asks Allah for something,
He grants him his prayer.l

[4]
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Editor’s Note 25

The Life Hereafter

The darkness had descended on the whole cemetery. The
lantern brought by the gravedigger was the only source of dim light.
Hundreds of mourners were scattered all over the place in grim silence.
The coffin was kept on a raised platform close to the grave which was
being given the final touches.

It was the body of a man whom | had heard on several such
occasions giving sermons to mourners, reminding them of their own
end. It was a bitter irony that a man who presided over funerals with
so much of grace and so many words of hope and comfort would
himself be lying, so helplessly dead, ready to be buried. His presence
was a source of comfort to the bereaved. All who heard him sermonize
over the years would never even have imagined the scene now
unfurled, in all its morbid beauty, in front of us. Death and the after-life
seemed to be his endearing passion. And now he lay there perhaps
already in the other world.

The belief in life after death used to be the main theme of his
funeral discourse. In a voice choked with emotion he would address
mourners in a way as if he had a glimpse of what happened after
death. “We have all assembled here to bury his soulless body of the
person who had been so near and dear to us. Now his association
with this world comes to an end and he enters a life where his status
would be assessed by his action in this mortal world. It is the occasion
to have an introspection of our own deeds. We should all remember
that one day everyone has to die and go through all these processes.
In a few minutes body will become a part of the soil. Then starts the
life hereafter about which our scriptures and prophets have professed.
The life existence of which was the last argument in which Socrates

[S]
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was engaged before taking the hemlock, 400 years before Christ
was born.” He would then describe in an impressive way the promise
made by God and conveyed through the messengers, the Prophets,
for those who led the path of righteousness and virtue and those who
went astray. The gory picture that he portrayed of pain and torment
which would befall detractors sent a shivering wave down the spine
whereas the description of rewards bestowed on the blessed one
were full of hope.

Now the grave was ready. The body was slowly lowered down
and all those assembled joined in filling up the grave and within no
time it was filled amidst the chanting of holy verses. Thus came to an
end the worldly life of a pious man who had fear of God and firmly
believed in life after death.

Mourners started trickling out of the cemetery- some talking about
his university days when he was under the influence of Marxism, some
were narrating his skirmishes he had with his dishonest and corrupt
bosses and subordinates when he held important assignments as a
member of the Indian Revenue Service (Customs and Central Excise).

But most of them were recollecting many anecdotes of his life
after he retired from IRS. More than a decade earlier, and threw himself
in the service of humanity and reformation of society. However, | felt
his physical presence on this occasion would have provided us another
occasion to have a glimpse of Heaven and a burning feeling of fire
from Hell. B

S.A.

We solicit articles for publication in The Fragrance of East. Suitable
remuneration will be paid to writers. We prefer receipt of articles on:
e-mail: shariq_alavi@yahoo.com
along with a hard copy, duly signed, by post.
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Social Life

An admixture of Islamic and Indian
Cultures

The social life of the Indian
Muslims, the pattern of their family life
in particular, does not present any
marked divergence from the
surrounding culture of the people among
whom they happen to reside. In a
country so vast as India is, with varying
climatic conditions, economic and social
differences, the culture of the Indian
Muslims too is marked by distinctive
features, customs and manners, like that
of their local compatriots, in different
parts of the country. This is a natural
development, yet, the Indian Muslim
culture in almost every part of the country,
is also permeated to an extent with the
spirit of Islam. The varying cultures of
different regions have always been, and
still are, enlivened by certain distinctive
characteristics, ceremonies, rites and
practices, which are common to all of
them. These typical features also lend
them a colour of their own within the local
or regional social pattern. The origin of
the common traits of Indian Muslim
culture can be traced to the influences
left by the Turko-Iranian culture, imported
from Iran, Turkistan and Afghanistan and
represented for quite a long period in
India by the Turk, Afghan and Moghul

- S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

rulers as well as the landed and military
aristocracy of the time. Another streak
of this culture is drawn from the post-
Islam Arab culture which has always
been valued by the Muslims as the ideal
way of life. These two elements have
blended with the Indian customs and
manners, rites and traditions to produce
an entirely new and typical social pattern
standing apart from all yet resembling
in certain aspects to each one of these.
Itis, in fact, a composite culture which
is neither Islamic in its true sense, nor,
Iranian, Turkish or Indian. It can only be
called the Indo-Islamic culture.

The Purdah System

Among well-to-do Muslims who
also regard themselves as belonging to
the higher strata or ashraf, the purdah
system s still observed to a great extent.
Without entering into the controversy
whether itis Islamic or un-Islamic or how
faritis necessary or practicable, it can
be asserted that the purdah so
punctitiously observed a few decades
earlier, has now lost its rigour owing,
chiefly, to the modern education and
economic and social changes
overtaking the country. It has been
completely given up by certain
‘modernised’ Muslim families. The

[7]
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Muslim ladies who earlier moved out in
covered palanquins, dolis and muhafas
or completely veiled coaches and
victorias are now obliged to go aboutin
tongas, rikshaws and buses leaving
aside the earlier scruples. Also, the
spread of education among the girls,
specially in the urban centres, has
further curtailed the purdah system.

Even the purdah that used to be
observed earlier in the Muslim families
could hardly be regarded as complying
with the Islamic injunction, if only
because the prevalent custom never
required seclusion from certain relatives
expressly directed to be kept aloof from
the kindered women. The social custom
adopted by the Indian Muslims,
however, took what may be called a
broader view in regard to these
kinships, following their compatriots,
although the practice often proved to be
fraught with dangerous consequences.

Purdah Observed from Women

The purdah observed by the
would-be bride from her female in-laws
is a purely Indian custom. In certain
families it is so rigidly followed that the
prospective brides begin to observe
purdah from their own kindreds such as
aunts from the time they are betrothed
to their cousins. No such custom is,
however, to be found among the Muslims
in other countries.

Hospitality and Generosity

In the well-to-do Muslim families,
particularly those which are socially well-
connected, there are almost always a
few guests. If such families are residing
in a city, they usually have a few relative
students coming from the rural or sub-
urban areas for higher studies. Such
families more often have several
dependants sharing the earning of one
person. Abolition of Zamindaris and
jagirs as well as the rising spiral of prices
have seriously curtailed the practice but
itis still in vogue among the Muslims to
an appreciable extent. The merits of
hospitality and generosity to be shown
to the guests and the obligations of
neighbourliness expounded in the
teachings of Islam, the example set by
the pious and religious precursors of the
old and the Arab and Afghan traditions
of gracious hospitality have assigned it
a place of religious and moral duty in
the Muslim society. The Muslims still
consider it propitious to entertain and
receive their guests with open arms.
They also consider it a duty enjoined by
religion to maintain cordial relations with
their neighbours and present gifts to
them on special occasions.

Table Manners

All the members of a family
generally take their meals together,
unless there is some difficulty in it. In the

[8]
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cities nowadays, pre-occupations of
profession, educational needs and
similar other difficulties do not allow all
the members of a family to assemble
for meals at the appointed time.
Nevertheless, as far as possible all the
members of the family prefer the
practice of dining together while, in
certain families, men and women
partake their food jointly in separate
shifts. Since the institution of
untouchability is altogether alien to the
tenets of Islam, the utensils used by one
man while taking food or drinking water
are freely used by the other. Not only that
the bowls, saucers and tumblers used
by one member are not avoided by
others, often two or more persons
partake the food from the same bowl or
saucer or take whatever is left by the
other. Now the modern western table
manners and medical culinary directives
have begun to make inroads in the
equalitarian and fraternal traditions of
the Muslim society.

The utensils of common use in the
Muslim houses are generally spacious
and bigger. The edibles left over by the
guests in feasts are not thrown away but
given to the servants or the poor and the
needy. In Arabia, however, there being
absolutely no inhibition in this regard the
host and his family members eat up
what is left of the meal by the guests.

Caste System among Indian
Muslims

The social life of Indian Muslims
shows a striking contrast between the
Islamic belief in equality and universal
brotherhood, on the one hand, and the
superstructure of social discrimination
adopted by them, on the other. The
Muslims of India have, undoubtedly,
developed a social hierarchy based on
the birth of the individual but unlike the
caste system of the Hindus, theirs does
not insist on a complete social
segregation or untouchability nor does
it stand in the way of anyone achieving
social eminence or respect of the
society. However, the sections of Indian
Muslims who were gradually converted
to Islam from the indigenous population
retained some of their social customs
including the caste structure and
occupations, and thus introduced the
counterpart castes of the Hindus into the
social structure of Indian Islam. The
descendants of the Muslim immigrants
to the country, on the other hand, fitted
themselves in the then social structure
by claiming the highest ranks by virtue
of their being related to the ruling races
such as the Moghuls and Pathans, or
because they belonged to the lineage
of early Muslim nobility as Saiyids and
Sheikhs. These sections being closer
to the ruling elite of the Muslim era,
naturally, came to regard themselves as

[91]
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ashraf or shurfa, i.e. belonging to a
higher rank than others The Saiyids
claim their descent from the Prophet
while Sheikhs (meaning pious religious
teachers) regard themselves as
descendants of the nobility of early
Islam. These two constitute the top-
grade of Muslim caste hierarchy; and the
remaining, as their name indicates, are
ethnic groups who take their place after
the first two. It seems that the converts
from the high caste Hindus were
gradually assimilated by one or the other
ashraf castes as, for example, the Raj
put converts to Islam generally use the
appellation of khan with their names and
the Kashmiri Brahmans are all known
as sheikhs. The other sections of Indian
Muslimsi.e. the converts from the low
ranking castes of Hindus generally
retained their caste occupations such
as those of the Dhobi (laundryman)
Julaha (weaver), Gaddi (grazier or
milkman), Nai or Hajjam (barber), etc.
Some of these appear to have converted
en masse: Gaddis, Julahas, Bhishtis
(water-carriers) and a few other castes
are now entirely Muslim while others
have their corresponding castes among
the Hindus. However, it is difficult to
maintain that all these castes among the
Muslims are converts from the
corresponding Hindu castes for some
of them such as Darzy (tailors), Qassab
(butchers), Mirasi (musicians) and a few

similar castes seem to have derived
their names from occupation taken up
after their conversion to Islam. Some of
the tower castes have strictly maintained
their endogamous social circle or biradri
system like their Hindu counterparts
which prohibits, on the one hand
marriage outside those castes and also
serves, on the other, as a social
constraint for the erring members
overstepping caste taboos or other
moral limits under the compulsion of
excommunication from the biradri.
Disappearance of the feudal system
which had kept most of the lower castes
pegged to their occupations in the rural
areas, the recent trend of urbanisation
with the industrial expansion and the
resultant changes in the socio-
economic structure of the society, have
combined to accelerate the breaking-
up process of certain occupational
castes, no longer useful to the society.
Some of these castes particularly those
having smaller numbers or engaged in
a defunct occupation, are gradually
getting merged in other occupational
units of equal rank by adopting new
professions or by establishing
matrimonial relations with other castes.
A few of such castes are Bhatyaras,
Dhaphalis, etc.

Caste Attitudes

In general the Muslims belonging
to the higher castes maintain an attitude

[10 ]
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of superiority as against the lower ranks.
Among themselves, they have a free
social intercourse, although with varying
endogamy customs which differ from
place to place and from family to family.
Certain families giving undue
importance to the purity of blood are far
more strict in contracting marriages
outside their own caste, or, for that
matter, even outside their own family
circle. Others among the ashraf ranks,
however, take wives of the castes
regarded next below to their own, but do
not, as a rule, give their own daughters
in marriage to them. It would be of
interest to mention here the Muslim view
of kuf which has the sanction of religious
canons also. The Muslim legists
recognise the necessity of social-
equality of the matches for a happy and
successful marriage but it has nothing
to do with racial superiority or social
discrimination as sometimes exhibited
by the higher rank Indian Muslims. The
concept of kuf only purports to ensure
that the husband should not come from
such a lower social stratum that the wife
or her relations should feel disgraced by
the marriage. The rule places no
restraint on marriages between the
mates belonging even to two different
races if they are otherwise socially,
economically and culturally equal.

The air of superiority exhibited by
the ashraf classes has been limited, for

all practical purposes, to the rule of
endogamy and a few other social
customs without any appreciable effect
on the free social intercourse between
the lower and the higher castes of the
Indian Muslims. An interesting feature of
the custom followed in this regard is the
exclusion of lower caste Muslims from
the ceremonial feasts of higher caste
Muslims. The former, if invited, are not
allowed to partake their meals with the
latter; likewise, servants in the Muslim
households of position and rank are
made to take their meals separately
after other members of the family or
relatives belonging to the higher castes
have taken theirfood. On the other hand,
the persons belonging to the higher
castes, howsoever poor or engaged in
whatever occupation they may be, can
claim equality of status in such social
functions with their well-to-do relatives.
These customs are to a large extent, the
product of feudal system under which
the higher castes were generally
landowners and the lower castes tillers
of the soil or engaged in occupations of
a socially lower order. Despite these
customs, however, there has never been
any social segregation or untouchability
as the higher caste Muslims freely take
food with the lower castes on informal
occasions or when invited to the social
functions of the lower caste Muslims. B

(To be continued)
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(Contd. from page 34)

enables its prossessor to distinguish what is forbidden from what is not; it lights the
way to Heaven; it is our friend in the desert our society in solitude, our companion
when bereft of friends; it guides us to happiness; it sustains us in misery; it is our
ornament in the company of friends; it serves as an armour against enemies. With
knowledge the servant of God rises to the height of goodness and to a noble position,
associates with sovereigns in this world and attains to the perfection of happiness in
the hereafter.

Imam Bukhari in his monumental work attributes a tradition to the Prophet which
says that disappearance of knowledge and absence of scholars from society would
spell the demise of human civilization. Philip K. Hitti defines ilm. (Islamic knowledge)
in the following words: ‘“The Arabic word for science (ilm) in English corresponds,
“‘Knowledge” or “learning”. It may be used in the broad sense to mean knowledge
systematized with reference to general truths and laws, or more specifically, to refer
to knowledge as it relates to Physical world in which case it is known as physical or
natural science.” Ibn Khaldun : the doyen of Muslim scholars says : “Knowledge is
essential for three basic reasons. Firstly, it facilitates cooperation among human
beings. Sociability of man is an unquestioned reality. Nothing in life can be
accomplished in isolation. Knowledge alone helps them to understand the nature
and purpose of such cooperation for various occasions. Secondly, the pathways of
life are strewn with many ghoulish objects. Man is in dire need of knowledge to
differentiate between good and evil so that he can avoid the latter and perpetuate
the former. And lastly, knowledge economizes time and increases human energies
to resolve the numerous imponderable problems of life.”

Itis unfortunate that little attention is being paid by us towards this great asset.
If we take stock of the prevailing condition regarding education in our society
particularly amongst Muslims we will find a criminal negligence on the part of parents
in upbringing of their off springs so far as education is concerned. It should be a
bounden duty of a parent to impart education to children from their early childhood. In
fact, itis such a gem that creates awareness, helps in development of mental faculties.
It provides ability to distinguish between good and bad.

To have a refined, well-mannered and suave child who may later become an
asset to the family and society in general is really nice. Parents must, therefore,
assert on proper and good education of their progeny. ®

[12]
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Dishonesty And Embezzlement

The Holy Qur’an says, "Allah doth
command you render back your trusts
to those to whom they are due”.
(S.4.A.58) The mentioned verse of the
Holy Qur’an vividly points out that each
kind of wealth and property - be it
financial or material,external or internal
should be duly paid. Particularly,
regarding property is ordained that the
same should be handed over to its real
owner and without his permission no
portion is taken away. The Holy Qur’an
says, “O ye who believe! eat not up your
property among yourselves in vanities:
but let there be amongst you traffic and
trade by mutual good- will” (S.4.A.29)

Today, peace of the world
prevailing under the very limits.If the
situation is not so, the world may
become hell and everyone does
whatever he wants.

Today, the hurly - burly in the world
due to the mushrumming dishonesty,
corruption, chicanery and
embezzlement. Be it individually or
collectively or at national level the
menace is that no one likes to live under
the limits and boundaries.The Prophet
said,”if one takes away an inch of other
people’s land seven iron neckbraces
would be thrown around his neck on the
Day of Judgement.”

Taking even a petty thing without

* Nazir-e-Aam, Nadwatul Ulama, Lucknow

- S. Bilal Abdul Hai Hasani Nadwi*

permission is considered sin in
Islam.The acts of dishonesty and
embezzlement are major sins whether
they are done covertly and
overtly.Because of it intensity is
developing and the ability of accepting
good things is fading away.The man is
tempted to do anything and deems
deceiving as proud while the Prophet
said,”"Who deceive us are not amongst
us”. The Prophet clarified some subtle
points regarding it.Once the Prophet
passed by the market where he saw a
pile of grains lying.He put his hand on it
and found that it was wet from within.He
asked,”What is this?” The owner of the
grain said it became wet with rain last
night and upper portion became dry.The
Prophet said , “The lower portion should
have been lifted up so that the people
may see it. Who cheats us is not
amongst us.”

At any rate snatching away
anything by deceiving or by dint of
power and whip is an act of dishonesty
and embezzlement.The crux of the
matter is that such sort of activities are
considered as rights of slaves.The
rights of slaves can not be forgiven
without paying it or the owner pardoned
and exempted it. Addressing
companions the Prophet said,”Do you
know? Who is pauper ?The
companions replied that the pauper is
who doesn’t have money,wealth and

[13]
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other riches.The Prophet answered that
the pauper is one who came with
Namaz, Roza,Zakat on the Day of
Judgement but came such in a condition
that he abused someone,blamed
someone,took his wealth and shed his
blood,beat him then his own virtues and
good deeds will be given to them.And
before finishing his reckoning, his good
acts will be ended.Then their sins would
be put on him and he would be flung into
the hell.

A host of persons illegally grab
other’s land,property,shop,house and
the like and fight cases and possess
other people’s things by illegal
judgements.The Prophet stated,”Who
takes such sort of things,eat up a piece

of fire.The Holy Qur’an also warns us
about the menace.

“And do not eat up your property
among yourselves for vanities,nor use
it as bait for the judges,with intent that
ye may eat up wrongfully and knowingly
a little of other people’s
property.”(S.2.A.188)

If anyone treats the same with any
weak, orphan and helpless,intensity of
his sin increases.Allah admonishes us
saying,

“Those who unjustly eat up the
property of orphans,eat up afire into their
own bodies:they will soon be enduring
a blazing fire”.(S.4.A.10) ®

(English Rendering:Obaidur Rahman Nadwi)

-

Bihar Caste census Must be Foolproof

The first phase of the caste-based census kicked off in Bihar over the weekend, in which
surveyors will number each household in their respective areas for counting. This phase, which
is scheduled to end on January 21, will form the basis of the second phase, to begin from
March, where data pertaining to people of all castes and religions will be collected.

It is difficult to ignore the political backdrop against which this significant and controversial
exercise is taking place. The alliance of the Rashtriya Janata Dal and Janata Dal (United) is
pushing for the caste census because it believes it can fortify its base of backward and Dalit
communities, and forestall the electoral advance of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). More
importantly, in a political lexicon where the BJP appears to have stitched together a rainbow
coalition of Hindus across castes, not published in independent India and attempted only once,
unsuccessfully — that can reveal shifting patterns, can potentially overturn the BJP’s juggernaut,
or so the Opposition believes. Yet, the focus of the authorities must remain on the uphill statistical,
social and data collection challenges ahead. The caste census must be careful not to repeat
the mistakes that rendered the Socio-Economic Caste Census data on caste groups unusable.
Survey design, questions, and the role of enumerators must be carefully crafted and stringently
monitored. Adequate independent oversight must be exercised to ensure that subtle differences
in caste groups from region to region, or across languages, are suitably captured. In a process
so imbued with political overtones, the science and rigour of surveying must take precedence.®

(Editorial, Hindustan Times, 09-01-2023)
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Enormous Emission Gap Between World’s Richest And

Poorest

The top 1% of earners in the UK
are responsible for the same amount of
carbon dioxide emissions in a single
year as the bottom 10% over more than
two decades, new data has shown. The
findings highlight the enormous gaps
between what have been termed “the
polluting elite”, whose high-carbon
lifestyles fuel the climate crisis, and the
majority of people, even in developed
countries, whose carbon footprints are
far smaller.

It would take 26 years for a low
earner to produce as much carbon
dioxide as the richest do in a year,
according to Autonomy’s analysis of
income and greenhouse gas data from
1998 to 2018, which found that people
earning £170,000 or more in 2018 in
the UK were responsible for greenhouse
gas emissions far greater than the 30%
of people earning £21,500 or less in the
same year. The period covered by the
dataset ends in 2018, before the Covid-
19 pandemic and lockdowns, which
disrupted high-carbon activities such as
flying. Autonomy also found that if the
UK had started taxing carbon emissions
from just the top 1% of income groups
two decades ago, the effort could have
raised about £126bn by now, which
could have gone towards reducing

- Flona Harvey

greenhouse gas emissions in an
equitable way, for instance through
home insulation for poorer households.
Peter Newell, professor of international
relations at the University of Sussex,
who was not involved in the Autonomy
report but has worked extensively on the
“polluting elite”, told the Guardian the
massive gap should be addressed.

“This new report on the benefits
of taxing extreme carbon emitters
makes for shocking reading,” he said.
“On the eve of a critical climate summit
[Cop27]in Egypt, and staring down an
unprecedented cost of living crisis, itis
clear we are not all in this together.
Revenue raised from a carbon tax on
the wealthiest top 1% of the population
would have raised enough money to
retrofit nearly 8m homes, keeping us
warm this winter and bringing down fuel
bills, while providing critical support for
renewable energy and making us less
dependenton Putin’'s gas.”

The UK is not alone in having such
a gulf between high and low earners on
greenhouse gas emissions. Agrowing
body of research points to the existence
of a “polluting elite” whose lifestyles bear
little relation to those of the majority of
people. This holds true in developed and
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developing countries, where the poorest
tend to be responsible for a tiny amount
of greenhouse gas emissions, while
those with most wealth are comparable
in their impact with the elite of rich
countries. For instance, in any given
year, fewer than half of people in the UK
take a flight. But 1% of people are
responsible for one-fifth of the overseas
flights taken from the UK. Flying, driving
large, expensive cars, owning multiple
homes and travelling between them,
eating a diet rich in meat and imports,
buying more clothes and imported luxury
goods are all reasons for the richest
generating far higher carbon footprints.
Poorer people tend to stay closer to
home in small houses and use public
transport, while their expenditure on
luxuries and items such as “fast fashion”
is much smaller. Will Stronge, director
of research at Autonomy, said: “The
enormous release of carbon emissions
by the very richest in society over the
past few decades is astonishing. Our
analysis suggests that the most effective
way for the government to tackle climate
change would be to properly tax the rich,
through a well-targeted carbon tax
scheme.”

Taxes on the most polluting
activities could target only the rich and
need not add to the cost of living crisis
for the great majority of people. They
could also help to plug the yawning gap

in the UK’s public finances. However, the
government has preferred to reduce
taxes on activities such as flying and
driving, despite their environmental
impact. Stronge said the actions taken
by most people, such as turning off lights
to save energy, would “make no
difference if the government doesn’t
address the fact it's the rich who are
disproportionately responsible for the
climate crisis”.

Adrian Ramsay, co-leader of the
Green party, said: “Last year, the Green
party called for the UK to show genuine
global leadership by introducing a
carbon tax at Cop26. As this report
demonstrates, such a tax could be akey
lever in driving the transition to a cleaner
and greener economy. “But it is also only
fair that the top 1% of UK earners, who
are disproportionately responsible for
such a large amount of the UK’s
greenhouse gas emissions, pay a
wealth tax. A modest tax on the
wealthiest 1% of households could raise
in the region of £70bn and be used to
contribute significantly to funding a
nationwide home insulation
programme, creating warmer, more
comfortable homes and bringing bills
down for good. Such a tax will particularly
benefit the poorest 10%, who are the
least responsible for the UK’s carbon
emissions.” &

(YMD)
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Move Forward, But Cherish The Past Too

One of the fondest memories of my
childhood is a song frequently sung at the
assembly in Doon School. Few of us
under-stood the words. It was, after all, in
Urdu. But we were captivated by its
haunting melody. Even 50 years later, |
doubt if anyone has forgotten it. “Lab pe
aati hai dua banke tamanna meri” was our
favourite. Only decades later did | discover
it was written by Igbal. | love it as much as
| do “Sare jahan se achha Hindustan
hamara”.

Last month, when this song was
sung at a school in Bareilly, Sompal Singh
Rathore of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
filed a police complaint. The teachers, he
alleged, “are making the students recite
prayers as per Muslim method with an
intention to hurt senti-ments of the Hindus
... this is being done ... to attract students
towards Islam ... the teachers are hurting
the sentiments of Hindus and preparing
for the students’ conversion”. The
offending words were “mere Allah burai se
bachaana mujhko”. The education
department promptly transferred the
school principal and a teacher spent
nearly two weeks in jail.

This shook me. No, that’s a silly
euphemism. It upset and disturbed me. Is
this a sad reflection of the sort of country
we’re becoming? Or am | a dinosaur from
an age long past and best forgotten? As |
asked myself these questions, | was also
reminded of Tagore’s famous prayer,

* (Karan Thapar is the author of Devil’s,
Advocate: The Untold Story)

- Karan Thapar*

another favourite at Doon: “Where the
world has not been broken up into
fragments by narrow domestic walls ...
into that heaven of freedom, my father, let
my country awake”. But is that happening
to our country?

| wish they were, but | don’t think my
fears are exaggerated. Days before
Christmas, a pastor in New Delhi was
accused of attempting to convert people
when, in fact, the gathering he was
presiding over was singing Christmas
carols. Newspaper reports say protesters
gathered outside and started chanting “Jai
Shri Ram” and “Bharat Mata Ki Jai”. It
quickly flared up into Hindu versus
Christian tensions.

Last year, Mahatma Gandhi’s
favourite hymn, Abide With Me — which
for seven decades was the moment of the
Beating Retreat ceremony that many
people loved and particularly looked
forward to as its haunting tune was
echoed by chimes from the portals of
North Block whilst the sun gently dipped
below the horizon — was dropped.
Kanchan Gupta, a senior adviser with the
information and broadcasting ministry, told
BBC this was “a new India breaking free”
from the legacy of the Empire. “There’s
really no reason why, after 75 years of
Independence, we should still have our
military bands playing tunes that were
introduced by the British”. Dropping Abide
With Me is part of an “ongoing process of
decolonizing India”.

Maybe. But | wonder what Mahatma

[17]
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Gandhi would have thought. Fourteen
days from today, I'll watch this year’s
Beating Retreat hoping and praying the
authorities have had a change of heart.
But I'm certain I'll be wrong.

| know change is inevitable and the
world must evolve but are there no
traditions we want to retain? If Abide With
Me is a symbol of colonialism, what about
Beating Retreat itself? Could it be in
danger too? If only | was sure the answer
is no.

Carols at Christmas seem as
natural as the aarti and fire-works at Diwali

When she didn’t know the answer
to a question, my grandmother would
often say, “Rab jaane (god only knows)”.
Today that Urdu word for God is identified
with Muslims, so is it verboten for Hindus?
That would be a terrible shame. But | hear
fewer and fewer people speak it.

| can only hope my apprehensions
are mistaken. 2023 has nearly 350 more
days to run. Will the India | love and
remember become fainter and feel more
distant 12 months from now? Or will we
embrace and cherish the best of our past
and keep it with us as we move towards

or semiya ki kheer at Eid. But will religion new dawns? B

now determine what we can sing and
partake of?

Hindustan Times, 15-01-2023)

Southern Voice

India has for long played a leading role in championing the causes of the developing world. The
online Voice of the Global South summit hosted by New Delhi last week added to this legacy.
Addressing the virtual conclave that had representatives from multiple countries from Asia, Africa and
Latin America in attendance, Prime Minister Narendra Modi called upon the developed world to
recognise, respect and respond to the needs of the Global South, while advocating for reforms of
multilateral institutions. As India embarks on its presidency of the G20 group of nations over the next
year, it was both a welcome and smart decision on the part of New Delhi to speak with other emerging
economies and to listen to them. Yet, the true test of its diplomacy will lie in how India builds on this
summit and incorporates the voice of the Global South in its leadership of the G20 in the coming
months. Understandably, New Delhi has long wanted a seat at the global high table. Mr Modi’s
government and the Bharatiya Janata Party have in particular been guilty of exaggerating the prime
minister’s international influence. In the next few months, there will be several opportunities to
pander to that narrative. But they could come at a cost, unless New Delhi is careful.

India must stay wary of efforts to co-opt it among the big boys of global politics and economics in
exchange for sacrificing the interests of smaller developing nations. Indeed, in order to actually
amplify the voices of the Global South at the G20 and other international platforms, Mr Modi’'s
government must be willing to take on the West — diplomatically — when differences arise. That
will not always leave everyone in the room with smiles, or create photo opportunities that project Mr
Modi as a leader everyone listens to. But India must remember that by representing a giant chunk of
humanity instead of just its immediate interests, it strengthens its negotiating position and global
standing. Those must not be given up for the sake of narrow political spin on Mr Modi’s global
popularity. New Delhi must also be careful of its occasional penchant for boastfulness. If and when
the G20 agrees to deals that benefit developing nations, it is important for New Delhi to avoid over-
the-top chest-thumping. India can and should be the voice of the Global South. It must not make the
Global South an excuse to just promote India’s voice.® (The Telegraph, 18-01-2023)

a N
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Magnanimous Treatment With The Sworn Enemies

Only a Prophet can accord such
magnanimous treatment to the sworn
and blood-thirsty enemies. On the
night of his migration, the Quraish had
planned to kill him early in the morning
and they posted a band of assassins
around his house. Thus they kept vigil
all night long. Although the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) was not in a position to
resist them at that time but a time came
when he could strike off the neck of
any person but everyone knows that
he forgave even his deadliest enemies
and granted general amnesty.

On the day of migration, the
Quraish set a price wupon
Muhammad’s (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) head. They
declared that whoever would seize
him would receive a hundred camels
as reward. Suragah was the first
person who mounted a swift horse and
went in pursuit of him and taking a
spear in his hand came quite close to
him.

The repeated stumbling of
Suragah’s horse and his falling down
gave him a warning against his evil
design. His mind was changed. He
approached the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him)
and begged forgiveness in all humility.

- S. Sulaiman Nadwi

The Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) forgave him and
confirmed it with a token written by
Abu Bakar (may Allah be pleased with
him) on a piece of parchment.

Eight years after this incident,
he embraced Islam. On the conquest
of Makkah, the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him)
did not say anything to him about this
offence.

‘Umair b. Wahb was a staunch
enemy of the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him).
When the Quraish were full of anger
to take revenge for their persons who
were killed in the battle of Badr,
Safwan b. Umayya sent ‘Umair to
Madinah promising to pay him a
handsome reward to assassinate the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) stealthily. ‘Umair
dipped his sword in poison and came
to Madinah. When he reached
Madinah the people suspected his evil
designs. Hadrat ‘Umar (may Allah be
pleased with him) wanted to give him
punishment but the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) forbade him from this act. He
(the Holy Prophet) asked ‘Umair to
sit beside him. He talked with him and
told him as to why he had come,
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whereupon he was confounded but
the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) did
not say anything. Seeing this he
embraced Islam and preached Islam
in Makkah. This incident relates to the
3rd Hijra.

Once he was returning from a
battle. He passed by a plain. The sun
was hot. The people spread out their
beds under the shades of trees. The
Holy prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) also went to sleep
under the shade of a tree and hung
his sword to a branch. The infidels
were on the look-out for an
opportunity.

All of a sudden, a bedouin came
and took off the sword. The Holy
prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) was startled to see a
bedouin standing on the side of his
head with an unsheathed sword in his
hand. He (the bedouin) said:
Muhammad, tell me who can save you
now from me? He said: (It is) Allah.
This impressive voice had its effect
and he put his sword back into the
sheath. In the meantime, his devoted
companions came and he told them
the story and did not say anything to
the bedouin. Another person intended
to kill him. The companions’ caught
hold of him and brought him to the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings

of Allah be upon him). He trembled
out of fear of him. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) said to him: Do not be afraid,
even if you had intended to kill me,
you could not do so.

During the Treaty of Hudaibiya,
a band of sixty men descended the
mount of Tan’im at dawn and tried to
kill the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him)
stealthily. It happened so that these
men were arrested but the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) let them off without
saying anything. The following verse
of the Holy Qur’an alludes to this fact:
And He itis Who hath withheld men’s
hands from you, and hath withheld
your hands from them, in the valley
of Makkah, after He had made you
victors over them (victory).

A Jewess put poison in the meal
of the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him). He
felt the effect of the poison and called
the Jews and inquired about it. They
confessed the guilt but he did not say
anything. However, when the death of
his companion occurred due to its
effect, he inflicted the punishment of
Qisas on her, but he suffered the
effect of this poison till the end of his
life.m
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The Event of Me’raj (Ascension)

Having to continuously endure for
last seven years the hostilities and
harassments had already made him
heavy-hearted. Now the additionally
worsened conditions were likely to make
him further dejected. But, the trust that he
(SAW) had in his Lord and the Faith that
he had in the Divine Assurance of getting
the conditions improved in future had kept
him, despite all the adversities, steadied
all along. Yet, being human that he was,
he felt the pressure inwardly; albeit he had
the support of the conviction that whatever
had happened till then and whatever was
happening now, was from Allah. Whether
it is the severity of situations or some
source of solace, it was in consonance
with the Divine Decree. In all likelihood, it
was owing to the Divine Decree itself that
he was made to undergo the rigours which
were conducive to consolidation of his
valour and resolve and the Faith in the
Divine Assurance.

At all events, when his valour and
determination and the firm Faith in
fulfillment of the Divine Assurance had
reached their climactic standards, when
even on elimination of all such supports
as were providing him some succor or
other in confronting the tough situations
he had been passing through, not the
slightest shift occurred in the firmness of
his Faith, the consistence in his action and
persistence on patience and submission
* Rector, Nadwatul Ulama, Lucknow.

- S.M. Rabey Hasani Nadwi*

to Allah’s will. Even though the severity of
the situations made him restless, Allah
Almighty conferred on him, in order to
cheer him up and console and comfort
him, the honour of having Me’raj
(Ascension). In order to have his grieving
heart gladdened, Allah Almighty had actual
spectacle of all that was to happen in the
Hereafter and position that he holds in
Allah’s Reckoning shown and revealed to
him through the medium of Meraj
(Ascension). It all happened almostin the
same way as had sort of happened to
Hazrat Ibrahim (AS). That was when
Hazrat Ibrahim (AS) had the sacrifices
made of his dearest possessions to
propitiate Allah, including the sacrifice of
his homeland and his love of his wife and
son. Totop itall, he had even made, to the
extent it was possible on his part to have
it done, the sacrifice of his young,
precocious son. He had, thus, already
achieved the success having passed
through these tests and trials. But, for his
further satisfaction he made arequestto
Allah Aimighty:

(My Lord! Show me how Thou wilt
quicken the dead.)

The answer was:
(Does thou not believe?)
He said:

(Yea, but that my heart may restas
ease.)
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Why not! | have full Faith. Yet, for
strengthening the heart, | wantto see how
Allah Almighty revives the dead.
Thereupon, Allah Almighty had the
spectacle of this phenomenon, too, shown
to him.

Likewise, when the Prophet (SAW)
had attained that lofty position of
compliance with the Divine Command and
contentment with the Divine Decree, Allah
Almighty revealed and showed him the
place and position he would hold in the
Hereafter, even though he had not asked
for it, in order to hearten him up. And,
having him called up to His close Proximity,
Allah honoured him.

On that particular night he was
taking rest in the Harem itself. Suddenly,
Hazrat Gibrail (AS) appeared and said:
Come on! You are summoned. Overnight,
he (SAW) was taken from there to the
Agsa mosque in the city of Jerusalemin
Syria (Palestine). There he (SAW) was
introduced by Allah Almighty to all the
previous Prophets. Then he (SAW) led
them at a congregational prayer. He
(SAW) had, thus, attained the position of
being the head of all the Prophets and he
(SAW) himself happened to be eyewitness
to it. Then he (SAW) was taken on a
journey towards the heavens. There he
(SAW) was taken to as close a proximity
with the Divine Throne as Allah had Willed
him to. There he was conferred upon the
beatitude of having a conversation and an
audience in seclusion with the Lord of the
worlds.

Allah Almighty has, in fact, made the

man such a creature as is vested, along
with the materialistic, corporeal physique
and its impresses which can be seen and
appreciated by means of empirical,
apparent perceptions, with exclusively
celestial and empyreal conditions also,
which cannot be appreciated but by
means of empyrean perceptions only.
These can, in fact, be witnessed only in
the man’s next life. Nevertheless, in the
earthly life, too, Allah Almighty lets his
Apostles have, sometimes, the vision of
these conditions. What are these
conditions which have, on the one hand,
an apparent, empirical aspect of their own
which can be seen and heard; and have,
on the other hand, an invisible one which
cannot be perceived by means of these
earthly eyes and ears. These are, by way
of instance, like this: the legitimately
earned wealth appears, according to
empirical and materialistic perceptions of
man, exactly like the illegitimately earned
one. But, within the empyrean sphere, the
legitimately earned wealth has a pure and
pristine condition; whereas the
illegitimately earned one oozes filth and
stench. Similarly, the virtuous deeds look,
according to empirical and apparent
perceptions of man, exactly like the evil
deeds. But, according to intrinsic, latent
perceptions which have been identified
through the medium of Prophets, they are
arduous and distressing deeds. Instances
thereof have been cited in the holy Quran
and the Traditions. For instance, about the
acquisition of gold and silver by illegitimate
means, itis stated that in the Hereafter,
where the intrinsic characteristics of each
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and everything would get manifested, that
illegitimately acquired gold and silver would
be like the red-hot iron with which the side
and foreheads of their benefiters would be
branded.

(Then their foreheads and sides
would be branded with them)

Likewise, the holy Tradition has it that
in case anyone has somebody’s land
occupied by illegal means, it would be in
the Hereafter, having been made into a
garland, hanged around his neck.
Similarly, the usury and illegitimate wealth
would turn into something like feces. Thus,
the acts of human life have two aspects.
One aspect that pertains to this world is
the apparent, materialistic one. It is
manifested here in its materialistic
condition. The otheraspect s intrinsic and
invisible, which has been communicated
by Allah’s Prophets. Itis the one which the
man would come across in his other life.
The Prophet (SAW) had the cognizance
of this aspect, by virtue of his being the
Prophet, in its verisimilitude. Still, to
consolidate it further, he was made to have
it witnessed, too, on occasion of his
Ascension. He (SAW) had, thereby, his
conviction by cognizance prompted to the
status of conviction by the vision of the
verity itself. Thus, the exhortations that he
(SAW) gave of performing righteous deeds
had the quality and semblance of deja vu.
In this context, mankind was to be told that:
whatever your deeds, do not get satisfied
and content with only the apparent and
manifested aspect of them. For, it is
perceived by you only for the duration of

your momentary, earthly life. Itis in the life
of the Hereafter which is to last indefinitely
that its intrinsic aspect would be
manifested in concrete form. There would
be then no recourse to escape it. Hence,
have the precaution taken here itself in
order to attain salvation and escape from
it.

Anyhow, the things shown him on
occasion of his Ascension are mentioned
in Traditional versions. For instance, the
version given in Sunan-e-Abu Dawood,
has it that the Prophet (SAW) stated that:
when | was on my Ascension trip, |
happened to pass by some such people
who had their nails made of copper with
which they were scratching their faces and
chests. | said: O Gibrail! Who are these
people? He said: these are the people who
ate human flesh and were not considerate
to people’s repute (thatis: did back-biting
and defamed the people).

In ‘Seerat Ibn-e-Hisham’ and
‘Tafseer Ibn-e-Katheer’ some people, too,
are mentioned. For example, the
miserable plights, corresponding to their
respective deeds, of those who usurped
the rights of orphans, the usurers, the
adulterers, etc., were manifested to him
(SAW). Apart from these things, some
cases of happy conditions were also
shown to him. He was shown his abode
in the paradise from afar. He (SAW)
wanted to have a view of it at close range.
Thereupon he was told that, as of the
moment, only that much was enough.

On the night of Accession, three
bounties were conferred upon him (SAW)
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by Allah: last verses of Sura Bagra which
consist of glad tidings about the
culmination of Islamic creeds and the Faith
and the end of its phase of afflictions. The
very Exclusive Divine Mercy made the
annunciation that every follower of Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) who would not be guilty
of committing the sin of Shirk would be
conferred upon the Favour of His
Munificence and Forgiveness. And, a
proclamation was made that: Namaz
(prayers) to be offered fifty times (a day)
is made binding on the Ummat. Later, on
suggestion from Hazrat Musa, he (SAW)
made a request for reduction in number
of compulsory prayers which was granted
and the number of compulsory prayers got
reduced to five per day with the merit
earned on that retained to be the same as
that of the fifty prayers.

There is in Bukhari a Tradition
narrated by Ibn-e Abbas (RAA) to the effect
that on the night of Accession, Dajal (the
Antichrist), too, was shown to him (SAW).

Details of the Ascension have been
given in the holy Qur’an as well. For one,
it has found its mention in the Sura ‘Al-
Isra’. In the Sura ‘An-Najm’ its details are
narrated thus:

(By the star when it goes down. Your
companion has not gone astray, nor has
he erred. And he speaks not of his own
desire. It is but a Revelation Revealed.
One of mighty powers has taughtit to him.
One of mighty make. Then he stood
straight. While he was on the uppermost
horizon Thereafter he drew nigh then he

let himself down. Till he was two bow’s
length off or yet nearer. Thus He Revealed
to His bondman whatever He Revealed.
The heart lied notin what he saw. Will you
then dispute with him concerning what he
saw. And assuredly he saw him at another
descent, nigh thereto is the Garden of
Abode. When that covered the lote-tree
which covered it. The eye did not wander,
nor did it turn aside. Assuredly he beheld
of the greatest signs of his Lord.) (An-Najm
:1-18)

In the morning next to the night of
Ascension, he (SAW) mentioned his
Ascension to the people. Thereupon,
those who were opposed and hostile to
him started ridiculing him, saying: whence
was ever such a conveyance in existence
as would take someone from Makkah to
Jerusalem in no time and get him back
before the dawn. Itis (this claim made by
him, that is), rather, the proof of his (SAW)
being a liar. But, the Muslims, on hearing
this, said: we do believe in much more
monumental things than this: what would,
then, hinder us from believing in it? And,
their Faith got further boosted.

Hazrat Abu Bakar Siddique (RAA)
said: If itis the Prophet (SAW) who has
said so, then he has said the truth. Why
should you be amazed at it? By God! he
tells me that the Revelation descends on
him during any part of the day and night
from the heaven to the earth and | testify
him. It is something much more complex
and farfetched than what you are
marveling at. ®
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The Holy Prophet of Islam And Man’s Spiritual Development

If revolution means a complete
change and reversal of conditions, the
message of Muhammad, the Prophet of
Islam, was indeed, revolutionary, which
turned the axis of human thought upside
down and led mankind to fundamental
reconstruction in all phases of human
life from metaphysics to physics.

It heralded revolutions, religio-
political, socio-economic, spiritual,
moral and intellectual revolutions, most
profound in nature and in effect, in
recorded history. It was controlled and
guided by the Qur’an the Holy Book of
Islam. The advent of Muhammad
marked the end of paganism,
speculative theology, polytheism and
pantheism.

A coup de grace was
administered to all political
philosophies, be it that of Nimrod, the
superpower of his time, who claimed
mastery over life and death when he
challenged Abraham; or that of Pharaoh
another superpower of his time, who
challenged Moses and declared: “l am
your Lord most High (Ana-Rabbukum
al-A‘la).”

All demi-gods who followed either
Nimrod or Pharoah, celebrating the
death of God and taking over His office,
as is happening in the contemporary
civilization, were challenged by
Muhammad and the challenge will hold

- Syed Habibul Haq Nadwi
good to the Last Day.

A new political philosophy based
on the unity of God (Taw’hid), which
claimed that sovereignty rests with God
and not with kings or demi-gods, was
introduced. It emancipated man from
the worship of fellow-men, and man was
brought from darkness into light, from
prostration before stones, trees, water
and other helpless inanimate objects
and self-made demi-gods to One God
worthy of worship and submission — a
change from vice to virtue, from
wickedness to righteousness, from
cunningness to wisdom and from crime-
incarnate intellect to creative outburst.

New Life

A departure from arrogance,
cruelty, oppression, sensuous delights,
debauchery, vulgar extravagance, usury,
plunder, vengeance and all kinds of
ungodliness, now again plaguing the
modern civilization, to Godliness, faith
and courage changed the cycle of
human nature and thought and delivered
humanity from the tyrannies of decaying
culture.

How truth prevailed against the
overwhelming odds and how the
Prophet of Islam succeeded in his
mission are questions of great
significance. The Prophet was offered
throne and power, wealth and beauty.
On the condition that he will abandon
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his message. But the Quraish were told
in categorical terms that the Prophet
would not abandon his message even
if the sun placed on his right hand and
the moon on the left. The mission had
to be completed even if he had to perish
in his efforts. Thus the crisis of
compromise was over and the hostile
Quraish had to take arms against Islam.

Thirteen years of resolute stay in
Mecca and the teachings about the
Oneness of God, his Apostleship,
Resurrection and Accountability on the
day of Judgement had to bear fruits in
Medina where truth had to emerge
triumphant against untruth.

Medina saw the flowering of the
seeds of revolution sown in Mecca. It
was at Medina that the benighted world
got the highway of a new civilization
which evolved a revolutionary concept
of State and bade farewell to both the
rule of the demi-gods or hereditary
succession and to priest craft. Social
justice was guaranteed and a new
economic order free from hoarding,
black-marketing, capitalism and
totalitarianism was founded. Private
enterprise without any regimentation
and free access to the resources of
income was ensured.

Liberty, equality and fraternity
along with all other human rights were
confirmed and colour bar, birthplace and
ancestry, were banished from the State
for good. Bilal, a Negro slave, Salman,
an Iranian and Sohaib, a Roman were

honourably embraced by the Islamic
civilization with utter disregard to their
nobility of birth, race, class and colour.

Women’s status

Status of women, treated hitherto
as a merchandise or a marketable
commodity, was raised to new heights.
Now she enjoyed independent social
economic and legal status having the
right of inheritance and ownership of
property. “Paradise lies at the feet of the
mother,” the Prophetic declaration,
added the highest veneration to women,
for Paradise, being the ultimate goal of
a Muslim, could not be achieved without
having achieved the blessings of the
mother.

Thus a woman remained no more
a sinful creature, the cause of the fall of
man, condemned by other religions. On
the contrary Islam regarded women as
a cause of the ascent of man. The
champions of the rights of Women in
modern times, blaming Islam, are
ignorant of both the history of Islam and
the history of other religions.

No revolution is ever complete
without having evolved its own
philosophy of education, a source of real
knowledge. The Qur’an, was revealed
with an imperative verb, ‘Igra’ (Read)
laying stress on reading and research
with and knowing the unknown.
Education became incumbent on every
Muslim male or female. Education
became a life-long Process, not to be
measured in terms of school or college
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years, when the Prophet asked the
Islamic Umma to “seek knowledge from
the cradle to the grave,” for knowledge,
as the Prophet further explained, was a
friend at all times, and it was an
ornament among friends and an armour
against enemies.

The foundations of the now
spiritual, social. economic and political
orders were laid on piety (Tagwa) and
not on nobility of birth, race and colour.
Now righteousness was the sole
criterion of man’s prestige, for
righteousness alone could create a
society of righteous people, having
sense of accountability, love of man,
mercy and justice, purity and chastity,
kindness and respect for human rights.
The Qur’an made it clear that “the most
honoured with God is he who is the most
righteous among you.” (XLIX: 13)

The result was that birth, honour
and parochial, tribal, racial and national
considerations were done away with.
The criminals submitted themselves
voluntarily to the Prophet for punishment,
without having to be detected by the
sophisticated complex network of
intelligence or detectives or police
which, despite power and authority,
have failed today to detect criminals.

The spiritual revolution brought in
Medina saw how, when wine was
forbidden, wine-cups could not reach
the lips, and wine barrels were broken,
flooding the drains of Medina. Thus the
moral development of man was

achieved.

Such arevolution was beyond the
comprehension of a social, political and
moral philosopher. This was brought
about by a Prophet an ‘Ummi, an ‘Amin
- a trustworthy custodian of valuable
belonging to those who were the worst
enemies of Muhammad and of his
revolutionary message, a message of
hope and promise for the destitute,
distressed, downtrodden and under-
privileged as is noticeable from the
farewell sermon, which explains the
metaphysics of man’s spiritual
development:

“Today | trample under my feet all
distinctions between an Arab and a non-
Arab, and for a non-Arab over an Arab;
for a white coloured over a black-
coloured, and for a black-skinned over
a white-skinned. He alone is good who
is righteous.”

Searching questions

The Arabic version of the sermon
should satisfy the appetite better than
its summary in English. One can see for
himself in original Hadith, how the
Prophet of Islam (S.A.W.) laid the
foundation of the blissful Islamic society
where spiritual and moral development
of man could be attained through divine
guidance and where weak and strong
were equal in the eyes of law and the
law-giver and where women received
deserved honour and status, denied to
them by other religions.®
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(Contd. from page 37)

depth of love and profundity of earnestness. It is love which distinguishes man from a
sculptured figure. When a drop of love’s warm blood falls upon a piece of marble it turns
itinto a beating heart and if even a man’s heart is destitute of love itis a slab of stone.

“O magnificent Mosque! In love and eagerness we both are alike. There is a mystical
affinity between you and me. Man, in his creation, is a handful of dust but his heart is the
envy of the ninth heaven. The human heart is also lit up with the luster of Divinity and the
joy of Presence: Angels, indeed, are famous for unending genuflexion but the warmth and
delight of human prostration has not been granted to them.”

Referring to his Indian and Brahmin origin Igbal says “Look at the fervour and
earnestness of this Indian infidel! He was born and brought up in the home of infidelity but
his lips and heart are constantly engaged in prayer and invocation, benediction and
salutation. On meeting you in this strange land he has become a picture of intentness and
devotion. There obtains a complete uniformity and understanding between your soul and
mine!”

Oh Shrine of Cordova, thou owest existence to love,

Deathless in all its being, stranger to Past and Present.

Colour or brick and stone, speech or music and song,

Only the heart’s warm blood feeds the craftsman’s design;

One drop of hearts’s blood lends marble a beating heart,

Out of the heart’s blood flow out warmth, music and mirth.

Thine the soul-quickening air, mine the soul-quickening verse,

From thee the pervasion of men’s hearts, from me the opening of men’s hearts.
Inferior to the Heaven of Heavens, by no means the human breast is,
Handful of dust though it be, hemmed in the azure sky.

What if prostration be the lot of the heavenly host?

Warmth and depth of prostration they do not ever feel.

I, a heathen of Ind, behold my fervour and my ardour,

Salat and Durood fill my soul, Salat and Durood are on my lips!
Fervently sounds my voice, ardently sounds my lute,

Allah Hu, like a song, thrilling through every vein!

On beholding this marvel of architecture Igbal is reminded of the real Muslim, the
true Believer, whom only Islam can produce and, with it, the mighty Ummat also emerges
on the surface of his mind from which the splendour of the Mosque is.m (To be continued)

(Extracted from Glory of Igbal by S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi, page, 137-142)
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Islamic Concept of Literature And Criticism

Development of criticism and the
Qur’anic Style:

It was discovered that the Holy
Qur’an did not obviously enunciate
principles of literary criticism, because it was
not a book of mere literature or literary
principles or criticism. However, it opened
a new chapter in the principles of literary
criticism, because, as the first prose book
in Arabic, it was highly appreciated by
Scholars and critics on account of its
rhetorical style, truly sweet words and
sublimity. The writer of ‘Ulum al-Qur’an
says:

When one reads the Holy Qur’an, one
realizes that it is neither simple prose nor
poetry. Some scholars describe the style
of some of the passages of the Qur’an as
more poetic than other passages. We have
discussed before that the Qur’an reaffirms
it is not the word of a poet, nor was the
Prophet (S.A.W) a poet. Some scholars say
that the Qur’anic style may be described
as Saj’ which may be translated as rhymed
prose wherein one finds some rhythm and
rhyme, but it s still quite different from poetry
which has its conspicuous artifice of rhyme
and rhythm. Saj’ is distinct from poetry as it
lacks metre and has no consistent rhythmic
pattern, but still it contains the element of
fasillah (rhyme) though irregularly
employed. (Doi, 2000, P-422)

Ibn Khaldun, the famous Muslim
historian and scholar makes it abundantly
clear when he says that:

“The Qur’an does not belong to
either of the two categories [of prose and

- M. Igbal Husain Nadwi

poetry]. It can neither be called straight
prose or rhymed prose. It is divided into
verses. One reaches a break where taste
tells one that the speech stops. It is then
resumed and repeated in the next verse.
There are [rhymed] letters which would
make that [kind of speech] rhymed prose
are obligatory, nor do rhymes [as used in
poetry] occur (pp. 420-421).

In all ages it was the best
masterpiece and incomparable literature in
Arabic literature. Being a religious book its
elements are divided into parts (1) its subject
matter which was the principle and
interpretation of life, was adopted and
regarded by the Islamic philosophers and
the theologians, (2) its style, sublimity,
diction and eloquence were critically
examined by the critics and the literate. Both
the subject matter and style were
incomparable with other forms or
masterpieces of Arabic literature. However,

1. Some scholars say that the I'jaz of
the Qur’an lies in the Qur’an itself
since no human being can ever
imitate its style or its message.

2. Some other scholars say that the I'jaz
lies in its strange poetic style which
is quite different from the Arabic
poetry or prose in its rhyme, rhythm,
etc, etc.

3. Some other scholars see its I'jaz in
the eloquence of its diction, and its
typical rhetoric’s in its meaning.

4. Other scholars see its I'jaz in its being
free from any contradiction, and its
subtlety in meaning, and its forecast

[29]



B THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, February 2023 |

of future events which is not within
the capacity of any human.

5. Some other scholars see I'jaz of the
Qur’an in the following three aspects

i) Eloguence in its words.
i) Rhetorics in its meanings.

ii) A unique form of style [poetic-
prose].(Doi, 2000, P-423)

In fact, its style was the factor
responsible for the existence of Arabic
literary criticism which was inter-twined with
the rhetorical aspects and principles. Only
the inimitable sublimity of the Qur’an, as it
is a living miracle, inspired the literate who
wanted to introduce a detailed study of the
qualities of greatness as well as sublimity
of style, matchless use of diction,
distinctness of its language and sentences.
Expressing his ideas in regard of inimitable
style of the Qur’an Cantarino (1982) says:

Thus a doctrine of miraculous
uniqueness and inimitability, I'jaz, of the
sacred text was developed which is typically
Arabo-Muslim and had a notable influence
on the development of literary aesthetics
in all its aspects.

The Christian convert ‘Ali ibn Rabban
at-Tabbari (d. c. 864) asserted that he had
never found in any language a stylistic
perfection equaling that of the Koran; his
contemporary, Abu Hatim as-Sijistani,
concurred. In the following century, the
renowned historian and exegete, Abu Jafar
Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari (d. 923), in
his voluminous study of the Koran
repeatedly underlined the uniqueness of
the Koran in terms of that seem to include
its formal aspects. His opinion, which was
accepted in exegetical circles, was more
clearly presented by later authors such as

Mahmud ibn Omar az-Zamakshari (d. 1143)
and Nazir ad-Din al-Baidawi (d. 1286) who
explicitly referred to the eloquence and
beautiful compositions of the Koran (P. 13).

This trend urged the scholars to form
literary terms of criticism and rhetorical
elements. Before Islam, terms which came
into existence for a special study of the
Qur’amc inimitable style were not used. In
the early ages the expansion of this field
was very limited. As the scope of learning
and literary interest expanded, the ideology
and output of rhetoric with general critical
tendency towards practical criticism also
developed. Figures of speech and
rhetorical elements were the mostimportant
principles of criticism for examining a
masterpiece. The rhetoricians who took
pains to display the systematic definitions
of the terms of rhetoric, pointed out
different manners and reacted on each
other. According to its historical
development and expansion it may
therefore be divided into four stages: (I)
Period of special study of the principle of
criticism, (2) Period of the general study of
the criticism, (3) Philosophical tendency
towards the criticism (although very slight)
and compilation of the rhetorical principles
and (4) the last stage of the development,
the rhetorical aspects and finally, the period
of decadence before the modern period.

A book among the books of literary
criticism and rhetorics, upon which general
appreciation was bestowed was the Majaz
al-Qur’an of Abu-Ubaidah (d.823 A.D.)
which enforced the arguments of the
inimitable style of the Qur’an in the
systematic manner. |bn Qutaiba, the
foremost critic, compiled a book Mushakil
al-Qur’an to explain ambiguous words and
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the structure of sentences. Although he
wrote his famous documentary work Kitab
al-Shi’r Wa al-Shu’ra in which, like other
critics, he described the rhetorical elements
of poetry and left an impression for the
poets and critics. Jahiz who was one of the
most brilliant critics and whose theory of
diction and literary meaning impressed
subsequent critics, wrote books and
treatises to explain the meaning and
distinctness of the Qur’anic style according
to the doctrines of the Mu'tazalite. Abu
Bakar Bagqilani’'s work, Aejaz-al-Qur’an was
more advanced. He made his efforts to
examine the incomparable grand style of
the Holy Qur’an as a shining miracle with a
new approach to criticism. He looked into
the diction, language and figures of speech
and introduced a detailed study of aesthetic
values of art to justify the greatness of art
and the masterpiece among the literatures.
It was a new standpoint that was adopted.
And there was not given such thought
towards the study of the Qur’an before this.

But the work of ‘Abd al-Qabhir-al-
Jurjani was the most excellent and most
advanced book among books written in the
aforesaid topic, because it highly estimated
the aesthetic attitude towards literature and
precisely culminated in the new approach
of literary criticism. Although it did not reach
the culmination of the modern Arabic literary
criticism, yet Jurjani, the pioneer and
precursor of this School of critical method,
influenced the modern critics and directed
them to this new theory of criticism.
According to him, to estimate the greatness
of awork or to study the qualities of an art,
to examine the style, use of diction and to
see the figures of speech and qualities of
the form merely is not much valuable in

accordance with criticism, but this practice
and function must be accompanied by an
interpreted ideology of life and
contemplation of the beauty as well as
attitude to philosophical point of view for
personal detachment. According to
Cantarino (1982),

The Arab author who is important in
this respect is undoubtedly Abu Bakr
Muhammad al-Baquillani (d. 1013), leading
theologian of his day. He wrote a treatise
entitled I'jas al Qur ‘an (Inimitability of
Koran), which expounded, as its title
indicates, the miraculous uniqueness and
inimitability of the Koran. Al-Baquillani gives
three reasons to prove the miraculous
uniqueness of the Koran. The first two seem
to be of only relative value. They are,
namely, the Koranic content and the
impossibility that Muhammad, ‘an ummi who
could not write and could notread very well’,
could have produced it alone. The third is
formulated in absolute terms and relates
directly to our study:

That the Koran is wonderfully
arranged and marvelously composed and
so exalted in its literary elegance as to be
beyond what any mere creature could
attain.

He spends a long part of the treatise
answering the question: Can the i’jaz of the
Koran be recognized by the rhetorical
figures which it contains? His affirmative
answer consists of a detailed demonstration
that the same rhetorical figures of speech
found in poetry are found in the holy text.
Abu Hilal al- Askari (D. 1005), whose literary
views greatly influenced those of al-
Bagillani’s, had stated in the introduction
to his famous Kitab as-sina ‘atain (The
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Book of the Two Alts) that the two rhetorical
arts of eloquence — balagha, fasaha —
are, after the knowledge of God, the
worthiest of all things to be learned, since
through them the I'jaz al-Qur'an can be
recognized. In the thirteenth century the
theologian Hazim al Qartajanni (d. 1285)
concurred in this assessment of the
supreme literary eloquence of the sacred
text; and in the following century, lbn
Qayyim al-Jauziyya (d. 1350), also a noted
theologian, discussed the grounds on which
various authorities based their doctrine on
this subject. He added that whoever knows
Arabic and is acquainted with lexicography,
grammar, rhetoric, Arabic poetry and prose
recognizes ipso facto the supremacy of the
Koran. Finally, towards the end of the
fifteenth century, the encyclopedist Jalal
ad-Din as-Suyuti (d. 1505) summarized all
previous arguments in defense of this
doctrine.

For Ibn Khaldun (d. 1406) the
ultimate advantage of rhetorical and literary
studies seemed to be precisely this: the
appreciation of the Koranic I'jaz.

It should be known that the fruit of
this discipline (literary criticism ilm albayan)
is understanding of the inimitability of the
Qur’an. The inimitability of [the Qur’an]
consists in the fact that the [language of
the Qur’an] indicates all the requirements
of the situations [referred to] whether they
are stated or understood. This is the highest
stage of speech. In addition [the Qur’an] is
perfect in choice of words and excellence
of arrangement and combination. This is
[its] inimitability [a quality] that surpasses
comprehension.

Ibn Khaldun’s frequent references to
the Koranic inimitability clearly imply that a

finer linguistic feeling and a more educated
literary excellence (1315).

This is a fact that the study of the
Holy Qur’an either wholly or partly
influenced all the critics and therefore they
could not come out of the notion of
language and style. They made little
contribution to impressionistic, aesthetic,
psychological and philosophical attitude to
life in their criticism except Jurjani and
Bagillani who introduced a wide range of
criticism. Mohammed Zuglul Sallam
laboured to point out the near total
influence of the Holy Qur’an on criticism in
his work ‘Asr-al-Qur’an-fi-Tatavur-al-Naqd-
al-’Arabi (influence of the Holy Qur’an on
the development of literary criticism).

As it is described, the output of
criticism was very meager. Syed Qutub (Al
Taswir al Fanni fi I-Qur’an) rightly analysed
and said:

“The scholars continued their
discussion in rhetoric (art of good style)
and in the wonderous nature (incomparable
style) of the Holy Qur’an. It was expected
that they would get what had been kept
away from reach and of all the artistic
features of the Qur’an and they would get
to the point where the commentators of the
Qur’an could not reach. But they engaged
themselves barren discussion on the topic
of “the words (diction) and meaning
(theme)”. The art of good style was
concealed in each of them. Among them
who was under pressure of the spirit of
rhetorical principles, spoiled the well-
ordered, complete, aesthetic point or
diverted it to division and classification.
They got in this (function), some time a
grade of triviality. It cannot be endured.”
(P.28) m
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Islam And Education

In the pre-Islamic era scant
attention was paid towards knowledge.
It was Prophet Muhammad (SAW) who
used knowledge as an essential tool for
understanding realities of life. The first
Revelation to the Prophet Muhammad
(SAW) was “Igra Bisme Rabbi Kallazi
Khalaq” (Read in the name of thy Lord).
Needless to say that the word Quran
itself means recitation, lecture and
discourse. So far as sayings of the
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) are
concerned every volume of “Hadith” has
a chapter called “The Book of
Knowledge”, a treasure of learning and
education. According to an estimate the
word of “knowledge” has been used
seven hundred fifty (750) times in the
Holy Quran.

According to the Qur'an God is
the source of all knowledge and He has
given knowledge to man. Some of the
knowledge is revealed by God to the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) through
the Qur’an which comprises essentials
of morals and faith etc. and some
knowledge is given to man through his
own effort. This includes knowledge
related to the natural phenomena.

Classification of knowledge to
Muslim philosophers. According to Ibn
Bajja, human knowledge is of two kinds:

Knowledge based on proof 2.

- Obaidur Rahman Nadwi

Knowledge based on direct experience
through religious devotion and
revelation. The knowledge obtained by
the sufis is obtained by religious
devotion while the knowledge of the
prophet is revealed by God.

Al-Farabi has classified
knowledge into practical and theoretical.
The latter knowledge helps the soul to
achieve perfection and the former is
related to conduct.

According to Al Ghazzali, there
are two types of knowledge viz, the
intuitive knowledge and the knowledge
acquired by rational effort. The intuitive
knowledge leads to perfection of the
soul and the knowledge acquired
through experience, observation and
rational effort leads to development of
sciences.

Fakhruddin Razi classifies and
defines various Muslim sciences in his
book Jami’al-Ulum. Among the religious
sciences he mentions theology,
jurisprudence, dialectics, Qur’an and
Hadith. Then he deals with the linguistic
sciences such as grammar, syntax,
etymology, prosody and poetry. He calls
these sciences Nagli or traditional
sciences. The other branches of
knowledge are the ‘Aqli (based on
intellect); these sciences include natural
philosophy, physics, astronomy,
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alchemy, optics and music.

Ibn Khaldun classifies knowledge
into two kinds viz. Ulum Tabai'yya or
‘Agliyya and ‘Ulum Nagqliyya. The former
are based observation and deduction
and the later depend on revelation.
‘Ulum ‘Agliyya comprise Logic,
Arithmietic, Astronomy, Physical and
Biological Sciences etc. and ‘Ulum
Nagliyya include Qur’an Hadith, Figh,
Kalam, Theology etc.

The noblest knowledge according
to Islam: The knowledge given by God
through revelation i.e. the Qur'anis the
noblest of knowledge. The Qur’an is
complete and final revelation from God
so it is a complete guide for man in
worldly affairs as well as for as for his
salvation. Hence there is no other
knowledge except that which is based
on the Qur’an that can guide man. The
Qur’an is the knowledge par excellence.
The life and teachings of prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) on whom the
Qur’an was revealed is the most perfect
interpretation of the Qur’an. So the
prophet’s life and sayings (Hadith) are
true guide for Muslims. So, the Qur’an,
the Hadith, the Shariyah (God’s Laws)
are the essential elements of
knowledge worth acquiring for a Muslim.
Devotion to God through worship is the
practical aspect of the knowledge
acquired through the Qur’an and the
Hadith.

The second kind of knowledge

which is knowledge of sciences should
also be acquired by the Muslims.
However, the first find of knowledge
which reveals the true relationship
between man and God should form the
basis and foundation for the second. If
the knowledge of the second kind is
obtained with out reference to the first
then it will lead to confusion and will
create doubt and skepticism. It is
because of this fact that Muslim
philosophers made the knowledge
based on the Qur’an and Hadith
obligatory for all Muslims and the
knowledge of Sciences obligatory for
some people who can do justice to it.
(Muslim Educational Thought in the
Middle Ages, P, 15-17).

The holy Prophet says: “Seeking
knowledge is incumbent upon every
Muslim man and woman.” “Seek
knowledge from cradle to the grave,”
“Seek knowledge even if one has to go
to China”. “The person who brought up
three daughters, embellished them,
gave education to them and took care
of them even after their marriage, his
entry to paradise is ensured by God.”
He further says: “Acquire knowledge,
because he who acquires it in the way
of the Lord performs an act of piety, who
speaks of it, praise the Lord, who seeks
it adores God, who dispenses
instruction in it, bestows alms, and who
imparts it to its fitting objects, performs
an act of devotion to God. Knowledge

(Contd. to page 12)
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The Mosque of Cordova

In 1932 Igbal visited Spain and
also went to see the Mosque of
Cordova. It was not an ordinary sight-
seeing trip by a tourist interested in
ancient monuments but a pilgrimage to
an outstanding symbol of faith and inner
richness by an ardent Believer and a
warm-hearted poet. It was an
undertaking of love and loyalty by a
celebrated Muslim to pay his tearful
homage to the spiritual legacy of Abdul
Rahman el-Dakhil and his companions.

Igbal was moved to the core of his
being by the grandeur and solemnity of
the Mosque and the deep emotional
response its awe-inspiring sight evoked
in him found expression in the immortal
poem called, Masjid-i-Qartaba (The
Mosque of Cordova). Igbal viewed it as
a cultural landmark of Islam and in its
walls and arches, domes and minarets,
decorations and engravings he saw an
eloquent portraiture of the Believer’s
moral excellence, aesthetic refinement,
high-mindednes, sincerity, piety and
devotion.

The Mosque reminded Igbal of its
builders, of their keen appreciation of
artistic beauty, and of the noble ideas
and ideals, call and message, they
upheld in life and propagated in the
world. Its tall, stately minarets revived the
memory of the spell-binding Azan that
once used to rise from them and which

people heard every day at the beginning
and the end of the toils and stresses of
life. The Azan is a grand peculiarity of
the Muslim Millet. It is a symbol of its unity
and solidarity. It may, indeed, be
described as the National Anthem of
Muslims the like of which is not to be
found in the entire fund of speech-
sounds of any other community. The call
it gives and the message it conveys are
truly unique. At one time the soul of the
universe trembled and the foundations
of the citadels of falsehood shook at the
sound of it.

It was the Islamic Azan that
heralded the dawn of a new morning
and dispelled the gloom that had
enveloped the world in the 6th Century
A.D. Igbal recalls the Divine Message
and Celestial Guidance the Azans used
to carry to the four corners of the world
and the depth and intensity of their
significance. The more he ponders over
it the more is he convinced that the
Millet which is endowed with this eternal
call and lives according to this
everlasting message is, also,
imperishable.

The beautiful yet poignant scene,
.the historical monument, the splendid
Mosque (whose pulpit for centuries had
remained deprived of sermons,
courtyard and arches of genuflexion and
minarets of Azan) touched every chord
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of his heart and reactivised the
unhealed wounds. The ocean of his
feelings was stirred and waves of faith
and awareness, ardour and eagerness
and music and melody, mingled with
those of pain and disappointment, grief
and anguish, began to rise in it. It was
in these circumstances that the
enthralling poem, Masjid-i-Qartaba,
was conceived, part of which was
written in Cordova itself and the rest was
completed during his stay in Spain.

The poem is a masterpiece of
poetic inspiration and artistic
expression. For beauty of diction and
richness of emotion it is unsurpassed.
In it Igbal says that the material world is
not everlasting. Itis transitory, and, with
it; all the wonders of art and architecture,
historical buildings and ancient
monuments, are heading towards ruin
and destruction. But such constructions
are an exception that are touched by the
messianic hand of aman of Godand a
devoted Believer and shine with the
radiance of his love.

Love is the essence of life. It is
deathless. The march of time is
irresistible. It rolls on like a torrent,
carrying violently away everything that
impedes its onward movement. But love
stands up to it; it stems all opposing
waves for it, too, is not different from a
flood-tide, a deluge.

Love transcends time and space
and its wondrous possibilities are

beyond human comprehension. There
are states and stages of love that are
not known to anyone. The effulgence of
love is common to all Divine Apostle-
ships and sacred teachings.

Colour and radiance, joy and
fragrance of all the universe is from love.
It is the purifying draught (from the
Fountain of Paradise) that sends saints
and poets into ecstasy. It reveals itself,
sometimes, in the form of a preacher
from the pulpit, and, sometimes, as a
philosopher and conqueror. Love has a
thousand facets. It is a many-
splendoured thing. It is an eternal
wayfarer, a perpetual traveller. It is
always on the move, restless, mercurial.

Love is the flute of life from which
melodies pour forth and enrapture the
world. Light and heat, activity and
movement, ardour and enthusiasm are
all from it.

Chain of days and nights artificer of
allevents

Chain of days and nights —fountain
of life and of death!

Chain of days and nights—thread of
two-coloured silk

Of which the Being makes the robe
of His Attributes!

Chain of days and nights—sigh of
eternity’s music

Where He of all possibility sounds the
height and depth!

Thee it puts to test and me it puts to
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test,

Day and night in procession, testers
of all this world.

If thou art of less value and if | am of
less value,

Find in death our reward and in
dissolution our wage.

Of your day and night what other
meaning but this—

One long current of time, devoid of
dawn and sunset?

All those masterpieces of Art,
transitory and impermanent;

All in this world is of sand, all in this
world is of sand!

Death the beginning and end, death
to the visible and hidden;

New be the pattern or old, its final
halting-place is death.

Yet in this design of things, something
unending endures

Wrought by some man of God into
perfection’s mould;

Some high mortal whose work
shines with the light of love,

Love is the essence of life, death to
which is forbidden.

Long current of Time, strong and swift
thoughiitis,

Love itself is a tide, stemming all
opposite waves;

In the almanac of Love, apart from the
present time,

Other ages exist, ages which have

no name.

Love is the breath of Gabriel, Love
is the Prophet’s heart,

Love the envoy of God, Love the
utterance of God;

Under the ecstasy of Love our mortal
clay is bright,

Love is an unripe wine, Love is a cup
for the noble.

Love is the legist of Harem, Love is
the commander of hosts,

Love is the son of travel, countless
its habitations;

Love is the plectrum that plucks
songs from the chords of life,

Love is the brightness of life, Love is
the fire of life.

After this long prologue Igbal turns
to the Mosque and addresses these
words to it : * ‘O Mosque of Cordova!
For thy existence and thy glory thou art
indebted to love, to the tender passion
that is immortal. In this way, thou, too,
art eternal.

“Philosophy, art and poetry, or any
other form of literary or artistic activity,
is shallow and insincere if it is not fed
with the blood of the heart. It is no more
than an empty structure of word and
sound, paint and oil, or brick and stone,
possessing neither life nor beauty nor
freshness. Works of art, of whatever
excellence they may be, cannot endure
without the intensity of inner passion,

(Contd. to page 28)
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Inside India

Hyderabad’s Last Titular Nizam Passes
Away

Hyderabad: Mukarram Jah, the titular
Nizam VIII of Hyderabad who left India
almost half-a-century ago, passed away at
his home in Turkiye’s Istanbul late
Saturday. He was 89. His passing brings
the curtains down on the informal
Nizamate. “His (Mukarram’s) children are
scheduled to travel to Hyderabad with the
mortal remains of the late Nizam on
January 17,” an official statement from the
family said Sunday.

Mukarram, whose maternal grandfather
was erstwhile Ottoman empire ruler Caliph
Abdul Mejid II, will be laid to rest at the
ancestral gravels, near Charminar, in
accordance with his wishes to be interred
in his homeland, the family said.

Mukarram, who had married five times
and last visited Hyderabad more than a
decade ago, was educated at Doon,
Harrow, Cambridge and the London
School of Economics. He was also trained
at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst
in England.

Mathura Masjid Survey:
Challenges Move

Agra: The management committee of
Shahi Idgah Masjid in Mathura has filed an
“objection” over survey of the16-century
mosque in the civil court. Last month, the
court of additional civil Judge (senior
division) Sonika Verma had ordered
officers to visit the disputed premises and
conduct a survey of the complex. The court
sought a survey report with site plans and
maps by January 20, 2023.

Tanveer Ahmed, secretary and counsel

Idgah

for the management committee of Shahi
Idgah mosque, said, “We have filed a
detailed application against the survey as
no notice related to the case was received
by us and we were not given a chance to
defend. Petitions seeking a survey of the
mosque are pending in various other cases
in different Mathura courts, but none of the
courts passed an order allowing a survey.”
He added: “We’ve appraised the court that
orders for the survey were attained by the
petitioners while misleading the court by
stating incorrect facts. We have urged the
court to set aside the order. With objections
moved, we look forward to a court hearing
before any further proceedings in the case.

The petitioners in the case are Vishnu
Gupta, Delhi-based president of Hindu
Sena, a right-wing organisation, and Surjit
Singh Yadav, vice-president of the outfit
and a resident of Gurugram. The civil suit
filed on December 8 last year seeks
possession of the site on which the mosque
stands and the removal of the Shahi Idgah.

UGC-NET to be held from Feb 21 to Mar
10

New Delhi: The National Eligibility
Test (NET) to determine the suitability of
students to be recruited as assistant
professors will be held from February 21
to March 10, 2023, the National Testing
Agency (NTA) announced. UGC Chairman
M Jagadesh Kumar said: “The NTA will
conduct UGC-NET’s December edition for
JRF and eligibility for Assistant Professor
in 83 subjects in CBT mode. The online
applications will be accepted from Dec 29
to Jan 17,” he said. &
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Around the World

U.S. Border Plan Risks Undermining
Basic Human Rights: UN

The U.N. rights chief warned that a new U.S.
border enforcement plan risks undermining the
basic foundations of international human rights
and refugee law.

“The right to seek asylum is a human right,
no matter a person’s origin, immigration status,
nor how they arrived at an international border,”
the United Nations’ High Commissioner for
Human Rights Volker Turk said.

Last week, U.S. President Joe Biden
announced a new plan to expand a controversial
rule called Title 42, making it possible to
immediately turn away more people showing
up at the border without clearance. The plan
permits the fast-track expulsion to Mexico of
some 30,000 Venezuelans, Haitians, Cubans
and Nicaraguans each month.

“These measures appear to be at variance
with the prohibition of collective expulsion and
the principle of non-refoulement,” Mr. Turk
warned.

Fighting Continues Despite Orthodox
Chrismas Ceasefire

MOSCOW: Ukranians and Russians
marked Orthodox Christmas under the shadow
of war, as fighting persisted despite Kremlin
leader Vladimir Putin unilatery ordering his
forces to pause attacks.

Despite Putin’s ceasefire order, war-scarred
cities in eastern Ukraine saw no significant let-
up in the fighting as AFP journalists in the town
of Chasiv Yar south of the frontline city of
Bakhmut heard heavy artillery fire throughout
much of Saturday morning.

The Russian defence ministry insisted its
forces were observing the ceasefire but also

said that the army had repelled the Kyiv forces’
attacks in eastern Ukraine and killed dozens
of soldiers. Ukrainian authorities said that three
were Killed on Friday.

In Moscow, 70 year-old Putin cut a lonely
figure as he stood by himself at a service ata
Kremlin church, the Cathedral of the
Annunciation, to mark Orthodox Christmas.

Saudi Arabia Lifts Restriction on Hajj
Pilgrim Numbers

Riyadh: Saudi Arabia will not impose limits
on the number of ‘pilgrims for this year’s Hajj,
a Saudi minister said, after three years of
restrictions to curb the Covid-19 pandemic.
“The number of pilgrims will return to what it
was before the pandemic, without any age
limit,” minister of Hajj and Umrah Tawfiq al-
Rabiah told reporters in Riyadh. The pilgrimage
is scheduled for June. In 2019, about 2.5
million people took part in the rituals. For the
next two years numbers were drastically
curtailed due to the pandemic. Nearly pilgrims
were welcomed to Mecca and Medina in 2022.
At that time, they had to be aged under 65,
vaccinated against Covid-19 and present a
negative test.

India on Post

MARKING THE 75th anniversary of India’s
independence, Serbia released a special
stamp. The theme of the stamp released by
Serbia Post is on Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.
The stamp was released in the presence of
the country’s First Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister, Ivica Dacic, according to the
Indian Embassy in Belgrade. This is for the
first time that a postage stamp has been
released by any country to mark the 75®
anniversary of India’s Independence.®

[39]



B THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, February 2023 |

( OuRrR REPRESENTATIVES ABROAD ))

Britain

Dubai

Pakistan

Qatar

Saudi Arabia

South Africa

US.A

Mr. Akram Nadwi

0.C.1.S.St. Cross College
Oxford Ox 1 3 TU (UK)

Mohammad Khalid Kanpuri
P.O. Box No. 12772
Dubai U.A.E.

Mr. Ataullah

Sector A-50, Near SAU Qrs.
Karachi 31 (Pakistan)

Dr. Aftab Alam Nadwi
P.O. Box No. 1513
Doha, Qatar

Mr. Zia Abdullah Nadwi

Director

Al Waha International School
P.B.No. 12491

Jeddah, Pin-21473 (K.S.A.)

Mr. M. Yahaya Sallo Nadwi
P.O. Box No. 388
Vereninging, (South Africa)

Dr. A. M. Siddiqui

98-Conklin Ave. Woodmere,
New York 11598

[40 ]



