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Socially, a most epoch-making change was
brought about by the Islamic notion of human
equality and brotherhood. There was no division
of society into permanent classes and no such
community as the untouchables among the
Muslims. Their belief was that no one was born
unclean into the world nor predeterminately
ignorant and debarred by the very fact of his
birth in a certain class from the acquirement of
knowledge. No trade of occupation was reserved
for a particular section of humanity. On the other
hand, they fraternised freely with each other at
all levels, the rich strove with the poor in the
pursuit of learning and there was freedom of
profession for all. The idea of brotherhood was
for the Indian mind and the Indian society a novel
experience and a call to renewed thinking which
did a lot of good to the country. The bonds of the
then existing class ridden society were relaxed
to a considerable extent and there was witnessed
a widespread recoil from the excessive rigidity
of the caste system. The advent of Islam acted
as a challenge to social reformers in other fields
also. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had offered the
following comments on the uplifting influence
exerted by Islam and Muslims on the Indian social
structure:

 “The impact of the invaders from the north –
west and of Islam on India had been considerable.
It had pointed out and shown up the abuses that
had crept into Hindu society— the petrification of
caste, untouchability, exclusiveness carried to
fantastic lengths. The idea of the brotherhood of
Islam and the theoretical equality of its adherents
made a powerful appeal especially to those in
the Hindu fold who were denied any semblance
of equal treatment,”  n

Equality and Brotherhood
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Wisdom of Qur ’an
“Tell them: ‘Call upon those whom you fancy
to be [your helpers] beside Him! They have
no power to remove any affliction from you,
nor can they shift it.’ Those whom they call
upon are themselves seeking the means of
access to their Lord, each trying to be
nearer to Him. They crave for His mercy
and dread His chastisement. Surely your
Lord’s punishment is to be feared.”

(AI-Qur’an -17:56-57)

These verses throw a challenge to the
unbelievers and polytheists to call upon
their self-made deities whom they consider
to be their helpers beside God to come to
their rescue at times of affliction. They
assert that these deities have no power to
remove any affliction.

Not only prostrating oneself before someone
other than God but also praying to and
invoking anyone other than God amounts
to associating others in His Divinity, i.e. to
polytheism. Prayer and invocation are
modes of worship and anyone who invokes
someone other than God is as guilty of
polytheism as an idol-worshipper.

Nor can anyone other than God avert a
calamity or alter anyone’s plight. If
someone entertains such beliefs about
anyone other than God, then such beliefs
are false and betray the fact that he
associates others with God in His Divinity.
How ironic that those whom the polytheists
invoked and whom they sought to intercede
with God on their behalf were themselves
in need of God’s mercy, dreaded His
punishment, and were constantly on the
look-out for the means which would bring
them close to Him. n

Pearls From the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)

It is reported on the authority of Ibn
Abbas that Muadh said: The
Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be to him) sent me
(as governor of Yemen) and (at the time
of departure) instructed me thus: you
will soon find yourself in a community
one among the People of the Book; so
first call them to testify that there is no
god but Allah, that I (Muhammad) am
the messenger of Allah, and if they
accept this, then tell them that Allah has
enjoined upon them five prayers during
the day and the night, and if they accept
it, then tell them that Allah has made
Zakat obligatory for them that it should
be collected from the rich and
distributed among the poor, and if they
agree to it, don’t pick up (as a share of
Zakat) the best of their wealth. Beware
of the supplication of the oppressed for
there is no barrier between him and
Allah.

(Sahih Muslim)

The People of the Book never denied
the existence of God. Their belief
however was not correct as it was
alloyed with wrong conceptions and
mistaken notions. This shows that mere
faith in God is not enough. Therefore,
the Holy Messenger asked Muadh to
call the People of the Book to testify
God, first and foremost. Calling to the
prophethood of Muhammad is indicative
of the fact that belief in his prophethood
is an integral part of the faith. This
hadith highlights the practical wisdom
with which Dawah should be imparted
to the fellow beings. n
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Editor’s  Note @

Creation of The Universe

When we build a house it is ensured that foundations
of pillars and walls should be strong enough to bear the weight
of the roof. However, we are quite amazed when we see
that sky over our head is there without any support. Is it not
strange? This universe with its heavens, earth, stars,
galaxies, seas and all living things are created from non-
existence by God and they occupy their position firmly. The
Holy Quran says:

“Say (O Muhammad): Do you verily disbelieve in Him
Who created the earth in two days and you set up rivals (in
worship) with Him? That is Lord of the worlds. He placed
therein (i.e., the earth) firm mountains from above it, and He
blessed it, and measured therein its sustenance (for its
dwellers) in four days equal (i.e., all these four ‘days’ are
equal in the length of time) for all those who ask about (its
creation). Then He rose over towards the heaven when it
was smoke, and said to it and to the earth, ‘Come both of
you willingly.’ Then He completed and finished from the
creation (as) seven heavens in two days and He made in
each heaven its affair. And We adorned the nearest (lowest)
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heaven with lamps (stars) to be an adornment as well as to
guard (from the devils by using them as missiles against
them). Such is the decree of Him the All-Mighty, the All-
Knower.”

He also says,

“Have not those who disbelieve know that the heavens
and the earth were joined together as one united piece, then
We parted them? And We have made from water every
living thing. Will they not then believe? And We have placed
on the earth firm mountains, lest it should shake with them,
and We placed therein broad highways for them to pass
through, that they may be guided. And We have made heaven
a roof, safe and well-guarded. Yet, they turn away from its
signs.”

Each and everything on the earth make us believe that
there is a heavenly power which has created them. All these
things are the greatest sign of the creator. n

S.A.
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Historic Declaration of Man‘s
Brotherhood

The great favour conferred by the
Messenger of God on human beings
was the concept of equality and
brotherhood of mankind. The world
before him was divided by manifold
divisions of castes and creeds, tribes
and nations; some   claiming the ranks
of nobility for themselves and
condemning others to the position of
serfs and chattels.

The differences were by no means
less sharp than those existing between
the free-born and the slaves or between
the worshipper and the worshipped. It
was for the first time, amidst the gloom
over-shadowing the world for centuries,
that the world heard the clarion call of
human equality from the Prophet of
Islam.

“ O Mankind, Your God is One and
you have but one father. You are all
progeny of Adam, and Adam was
made of clay, Lo! the noblest
among you, in the sight of God, is
one who is best in conduct. No Arab
has any preference over a non-Arab
nor a non-Arab over an Arab save
by his piety.

His announcement was in fact a
twin declaration of Unity of God and
Unity of mankind. These are the two

natural foundations for raising the
edifice of peace and progress,
friendship and co-operation between
different peoples and nations. It created
a twin relationship between human
being - that of One Lord of all mankind
and the other of one father of all of them.
Oneness of God was the spiritual
principle of human equality just as a
common lineage placed them on the
same plane of humanity.

“Mankind, fear your Lord, who
created you of a single soul, and
from it created its mate, and from
the pair of  them scattered abroad
many men and women; and fear
God by whom you demand one
another, and the wombs, surely God
ever watches over you.”

“Oh Mankind, We have created you
male and female, and made you
races and tribes, that you may know
one  another. Surely the noblest
among you in the sight of God is
the most God-fearing of you, Gcd
is All-knowing, All aware.”

The Prophet of Islam
simultaneously announced:

“God has put an end to the
convention of pagan past taking
pride in your fathers; now there will
be pious believers or unbelieving
wrongdoers, All are sons of Adam

Concept of Human Unity and Equality

- S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi
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and Adam was made of clay. No
Arab excels a non-Arab but by his
piety.”

These were the teachings which
made Islam, consisting of widely
different tribes, races and nations, a
commonwealth of the believers hailing
from many countries and regions. I
conferred no privileges at all: no Bani
Lavis and Brahmins of Judaism and
Hinduism. No tribe or race could claim
any preference over another nor any
blood or lineage could lay claim to a
nobility for its own sake. The only
criterion recognise for preference over
others was an individual’s endeavour to
improve his morals and character.
Musnad of Imam Ahmad reports the
Prophet as saying: “Iranians” would
attain knowledge even if it were to be
found in Venus.”

Arabs have always shown highest
marks of respect to those non-Arab
scholars who have excelled them in
religious disciplines and taken them as
their teachers and guides.  Strange,
though it may seem, they have not
conferred such titles of honour on Arabs
as they have on certain non-Arab. Imam
Muhammad bin Ismail-al-Bukhari (d.
256 A. H.) was called by them as Amir-
ul-Muminin fil Hadith (Commander of
the faithful in hadith) and his Al-Jami-al-
Sahih was regarded as the most
authentic book next only to the Quran.
Imam Abul  Ma’ali ‘Abdul Malik al-
Juwaini of Nishapur (d. 268 A. H.) was
known as Imam-UI-Haramayn (Leader

of the two sacred cities) and Imam Abu
Hamid Muhammad b. Muhammad al-
Ghazzali (d. 505 A. H.) as Hujjat-ul-Islam
(Proof of Islam).

By the end of the first century of
Islamic era non-Arabs had attained
distinction in almost every branch of
learning and attained prominence even
in such sciences as Fiqh
(Jurisprudence) and Hadith (Traditions).
Any work on literary history of the Arabs
or biographies will bear witness to this
development. All this happened in the
golden era of Islam when the Arabs held
political power in their hands.

An eminent Arab scholar Abdul
Rahman b. Khaldun (d. 808 A. H.)
expresses surprised over it. He says:

“It is a strange historical fact that
most of the scholars of religious and
intellectual sciences were non-Arabs.
The contribution of the Arabs was
extremely meagre although it was an
Arab civilization and its founder was
also an Arab. Saibuyah held the most
prominent position in Arabic   Syntax,
then it was Bu’ Ali Farsi and then Az-
Zajaj, and all these were non-Arabs.
Same is the case with the experts in the
field of Hadith (Traditions) usul Fiqh
(Principles of  jurisprudence) and ilm
kalam (theological dialectic).”

The announcement made by the
Prophet of Islam, cited in the beginning,
was made on the historic occasion of
his last Hajj. When this announcement
was made, perhaps, it would have been
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difficult for the world to fully appreciate
its practical significance. It was a
revolutionary call signifying release of
man from the current pressures of
society, its values standards, traditions
and practices.

Man always accepts any change
gradually and indirectly. We can touch
a covered electric wire but not a nacked
one since it would give a shock which
may even cause our death. And, this
declaration was then more appalling
than an electric shock.

The long journey of knowledge,
thought and culture has now made this
revolutionary call so acceptable to us
that today every political and social
organization swears by the Charter of
Human Rights adopted by the United
Nations. Now nobody is taken aback by
it, but was it the same when the Prophet
proclaimed it?

Humanity before Islam

There was a time when superiority
of blood and clan was accepted as a
matter of fact. There are still people who
trace the descent of their forefathers
from the sun or the moon.

The Quran quotes the belief then
held by the Jews and Christians in these
words: “The Jews and the Christians
say: We are the children of God, His
loved ones.” The Pharaohs of Egypt
claimed themselves to be incarnation
of Ra, the Sungod, while India had
several ruling families who arrogated
themselves as the progeny of the sun

(suryavanshi) or the moon
(chandravarshi). The emperors of Iran
called themselves Kesra or Chosroes
which meant that Divine blood flowed
in their veins. Chosroes Il (Khosrau
Parvez) had levished himself with this
grandiose title: “The Immortal soul
among the gods and peerless God
among human beings; glorious is
whose name; dawning with the sun-rise
and light of the dark-eyed night.”

The Caesars of Rome were called
‘Augustus’ which meant majestic,
venerable, since they were entitled to
recieve divine honours. The Chinese
rulers deemed themselves to be the
sons of Heavens. They believed that the
Heaven was their God, who, with his
spouse, the goddess earth, had given
birth to the human beings and Pau Ku,
the Chinese Emperor, was the first born
son of Heaven enjoying supernatural
powers. The Arabs were so proud of
their language that every nation besides
their own was an ‘ajami’ or dumb to
them. Likewise, the Quraysh of Mecca
being conscious of maintaining their
superiority claimed a privileged
position even during the Hajj. They never
went to the plain of ‘Arafat’ with others.
They stayed in the Mosque at Mecca or
went to Muzdalifa claiming that privilege
on the ground that they belonged to the
House of God. They also claimed
themselves to be the elites of Arab.

The most glaring peculiarity of the
religio-social structure of India of the
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olden days was the all-powerful caste
system. This rigid social order having
the sanction of religion behind it allowed
no inter-mixing of races for it was meant
to protect the privileged position of
Brahmins. It classified the population of
India into four classes with reference to
the vocation followed by a particular
family in which an individual was born.
The system which covered the whole
gamut of social life in India divided the
people into four castes, namely, (l) the
Brahmin or the learned and priestly
class, (Il) the Kshattriyas or the fighting
and ruling class, (Ill) the Vaisyas or
trading and agricultural people, and (IV)
the Sudras or the lowest caste, created
from the foot of God, in order to serve
the above three classes.

This law of caste distinctions gave
to the Brahmin the distinction,
superiority and sanctity not enjoyed by
any other caste. He was sinless and the
saved even if he destroyed the three
worlds; no impost could be levied on
him; he could not be punished for any
crime; while the Sudra could not
accumulate wealth or touch a Brahmin
or a sacred scripture.

The Vaisyas, or the working
classes like weavers,

The Vaisyas, or the working
classes like weavers, boatmen,
butchers etc., and Sudras like
scavengers were no allowed to live in a
city. They came into the town after the
daybreak and left it before the sun-set.

Not allowed to enjoy the amenities of
urban life, they lived in the rural slums.

The most precious gift that
Muslims brought to India was the
concept of human equality which was
completely unknown to India. The
Muslim society was not divided into
castes and no trade was allocated to
any particular class. The Muslims mixed
freely, lived and dined together, all were
free to read or write and carry on any
occupation. The Muslim social order
posed a challenge to that obtaining in
India, but it also proved a blessing for
it. The rigor of caste distinction was
weakened and movements of social
reform were able to concentrate on the
shortcomings of Hindu society and
consequently untouchability was
removed to a large extent.

Jawahar Lal Nehru, the ex-Prime
Minister of India, has acknowledged the
debt India owes to Islam, He writes in
the Discovery of India:

“The impact of the invaders from
the north-west and of Islam on India
had been considerable. It had
pointed out and shown up the
abuses that had crept into Hindu
society-the petrification of caste,
untouchability, exclusiveness
carried to fantastic lengths. The
idea of the brotherhood of Islam
and of the theoretical equality of its
adherents made a powerful appeal,
especially to those in the Hindu fold
who were denied any semblance of
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equal   treatment.”

Impact of Islam on Hinduism can
be seen in the movement of Bhakti (love
and devotion) which began in South
India during Muslim rule and spread to
the whole country.  Describing this
movement Dr. Tara Chand writes:

“…… along with them marched a
goodly company of saintly men
who addressed themselves to the
common people. They spoke the
common people’s dialects and in
the main imparted their message
through word of mouth. Many of
them were endowed with the gift of
poetry and their homely
memorable verse went direct into
the heart of their listeners. Their
avoidance of the learned jargon,
their simple teachings stressing
the love of God and of man, their
denunciation of idolatry and caste
of hypocrisy, inequality and the
externalia of religion, their sincerity,
purity and dedicated life appealed
to wide circles among the masses.

“Their utterances gave shape to the
modern Indian languages. Their
enthusiasm stirred the springs of
life and moved men to high
endeavour and unselfish behavior.
There is a strange exaltation in
society in every region during the
fifteenth, sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries, which cannot be
accounted for without taking into
consideration this sudden outburst

of spiritual energy. These centuries
are filled with voices -at once
warning and encouraging- of truly
noble and large-hearted men in
surprisingly large numbers. Yet
most of them were of humble origin
and they destroyed the myth of
aristocracy based on birth. “

The spirit of human brotherhood
built up by Islam is not hampered by
concepts of racialism or sectarianism,
be it linguistic, historic, traditionalistic
or even of dogmatic nature. Its power
to unite different races and nations in
one brotherhood has always been
recognised. A noted orientalist H. A. R.
Gibb says:

“But Islam has yet a further service
to render to the cause of humanity
.... No other society has such a
record of success in uniting in an
equality of stauts, of opportunity
and of endeaveour so many and so
various races of mankind. The
great Muslim communities of
Africa, India, of Japan, show that
Islam has still the power to reconcile
apparently irreconcilable elements
of race and tradition, If ever the
opposition of the great societies of
the East and West is to be replaced
by co-operation, the mediation of
Islam is an indispensable
condition.”

The British historian A. J.
Toyanbee agrees with Gib that Islam
alone can efface race consciousness.
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“The extinction of race
consciousness as between
Muslims is one of the outstanding
achievements of Islam, and in the
contemporary world there is, as it
happens, a crying need for the
propagation of this Islamic virtue
………”

Though in certain other respects
the triumph of the English-speaking
peoples may be judged, in
retrospect, to have been a blessing
to mankind, in this perilous matter
of race feeling it can hardly be
denied that it has been misfortune.”

Islam was the first religion which
preached and practiced democracy.
The well-known Indian freedom fighter
and poetess Mrs. Sarojini Naidu
witnessed and affirmed this quality of
Islam.

“It was the first religion that
preached and practiced
democracy; for, in the mosque
when the call from the Minaret is
sounded and the worshippers are
gathered together, the democracy
of Islam is embodied five times a
day when the peasant and the king
kneel side by side and proclaim,
“God alone is great.” I have been
struck over and over again this
indivisible unity of Islam that
makes a man distinctly a brother.
When you meet an Egyptian, an
Algerian an Indian and a Turk in
London, what matters that Egypt

was the motherland of one and
India the motherland of another.”

Malcolm X was a racist for whom
‘devil white man’ was Satan. He shed
all his prejudices on coming in contact
with the Muslims. He recounts his own
experience:

“During the past eleven days here
in the Muslim World, I have eaten
from the same plate, drunk from the
same glass, and slept in the same
bed or on the same rug) while
praying to the same God - with
fellow Muslims, whose eyes were
bluest of the blue, whose hair was
blondest of the blond, and whose
skin was the whitest of the white. And
in the works and in the actions and
in the deeds of the ‘white’ Muslims,
I felt the same sincerity that I felt
among the black African Muslims
of Nigeria, Sudan, and Ghana.

“We were truly all the same
(brothers) because their belief in
one God had removed the ‘white’
from their minds, the ‘white’ from
their behaviour, and the ‘white’ from
their attitude.

“I could see from this, that perhaps
if white Americans could accept the
Oneness of God, then perhaps,
they too could accept in reality the
Oneness of Man - and cease to
measure, and hinder, and harm
others in terms of their ‘differences’
in colour.”n
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Good Manners and Islam

- Syed Sulaiman Nadwi

This is an undeniable fact that the
essence of all the religions of the world is ‘ethic’.
Hence all the reformers and prophets stressed
on moral and spiritual purification of man. They
exhorted him to speak the truth and do not tell
a lie as the former is a virtue and the latter a
sin. To do justice is a good act and injustice is
an evil. To give something in charity is a virtue
and to steal is bad. But the last of the Prophets
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
was not only the perfect model personality to
be emulated by all in so far as moral conduct,
manners and behaviour are concerned but he
gave perfect moral code of life to humanity. He
said: I have been sent to (teach) perfect good
manners.

The above Hadith has been narrated in
Muwatta of Imam Malik. In Masnad Ahmad,
Bayhaqi and Ibn Slad it has been narrated that
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) said: I have been sent to (teach)
the best of conduct.

So the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) had begun to
perform this duty in the very beginning of his
Prophet hood. When Abu Dharr heard about
the advent of the Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) in Makkah, he said to his
brother. Ride in the valley and bring me
information about the person who claims that
there comes to him information from Heavens.
Listen to his words and then come back. So
he rode on until he came to Makkah, and he
heard his words (the sacred words of the Holy
Prophet) and then came back to Abu Dharr
(Allah be pleased with him) and said: I have
seen him exhorting (people) to develop good
morals.

On emigration of the Muslims to
Abyssinia, when Negus, the king of that

country asked about Islam, Jalfar stood up and
replied: O king, we were an ignorant people;
we used to worship idols and eat dead bodies,
and we committed indecencies and cut our own
uterine relations. We trespassed on our
neighbours and the strong amongst us devoured
the weak.

We were in this condition when God sent
us a messenger of our own whom we know to
be noble by descent; truthful, honest and
chaste. He called us to God that we might
declare His Unity, serve Him and leave all those
deities made of stone. He commanded us to
speak the truth, to pay back our trusts, to unite
our relatives, to treat our neighbours with
kindness and to restrain from things forbidden
and from bloodshed. He forbade us all
indecencies, lies and misappropriation of the
property of the orphans and the slandering of
the virtuous women.

In the same way, Abu Sufyan (who was
still a disbeliever) was sent for at the court of
Hercules who questioned him: What does the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) preach! He answered: He (the Holy
Prophet) preaches: Worship One God, join no
partners with Him, carry out your prayers, be
chaste, speak the truth and keep union among
uterine relations.

Praising the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) it has been
said at various places of the Holy Qur’an:

It is He Who has raised among the
unlettered ones a messenger of their own,
to recite unto them His revelations, to purify
them and to teach them the Book and the
wisdom.

(62 : 2)

The two words used in the above verse
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need elucidation, the first is tazkia which
means purification—and the second is hikmah
or wisdom.

Tazkia means purification; to make a
thing neat and clean and to remove dust and
filth. It also signifies the purification of heart
and soul from all evil and sinful thoughts and
fancies. It has said in the Holy Qur’an:

By the soul and that which He perfected,

And inspired it (with the consciousness of)
what is

wrong for it and (what is) right for it;

Surely who purifies it succeeds,

And surely he who stunteth it fails. (91: 7-
10)

Surely successful is he who purifies
himself, and mentions the Name of his Lord
and prays. (88: 15)

The sense in which the word tazkia is
used is amply clear from the above verses. It
was a special characteristic quality of the Holy
prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him). It is also evident from the above verses
that the most important mission of his
Prophethood was to purify the hearts and souls
of men from evil and sinful thoughts and fancies
and reform their actions and deeds and conduct
and behaviour. His friend and foes both spoke
highly of this salient quality of the Holy
Prophet’s (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) character.

Wisdom

The second word is that of hikmah or
wisdom. Although this word has been explained
in the previous volume, it is sufficient to say
here that this word stands for knowledge,
perception, insight or ma’rifah which is a
Divinely inspired knowledge in the heart of a
Prophet and which finds its expression in
Allah’s commandments translated into his
actions and deeds called the sunnah. The word

wisdom also implies the practical results and
consequences this knowledge, the major part
of which includes morals ahd manners. In the
surah Bani Isra’il stress has been laid on
following things. Tauhid(worshipping none save
One God), obeying the parents, helping the
near kith and kin and the poor and the needy,
abstinence from squandering of wealth, avarice,
infanticide, adultery, slaying anyone wrongfully,
oppressing and devouring the wealth and
property of orphans. It is decreed to keep ones
covenants, to give full measure and not to walk
in the earth haughtily. It has been said in the
Holy Qur’an:

These are the revelations of the wise
Scripture, a guidance and a mercy for the
good. (31: 2, 3)

And verily we gave Luqman wisdom
saying: Give thanks to Allah. (31: 12)

In the terminology of the Holy Qur’an
wisdom lies in kindness to parents: Say not
fie unto them, nor repulse them, exhortation to
do good and refraining from evils, showing
patience and steadfastness in adversities and
speaking not harshly.

The importance of moral conduct and
behaviour in the Shari’ah of Muhammad (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) can be
judged from the fact that the wahi (Divine
commands, revelations) received from Allah
have been named Book and Wisdom. It is,
therefore, quite evident that the significance of
moral conduct and behaviour is not less than
that of Ibadat (acts of worship) and other
commandments. The Holy Qur’an says:

O ye who believe! Bow down and
prostrate yourselves, and worship your
Lord, and do good, that haply ye may
prosper.  (22:77)

The Significance of the Rights of Human
Being

If we consider the other aspect of the
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matter, fulfilment of the rights of human beings
is more important than that of the rights of
Allah; haququl ‘ibad (human rights) is, in fact,
another name of our mutual relations and
dealings with other human beings and consists
of discharging our duties, obligations and
responsibilities which we owe to members of
our family, relatives, society and State. The right
of Allah comprise ‘Ibadat (acts of devotion,
worship). Allah is most Compassionate and His
mercy knows no bound. The door of mercy is
open to all good and bad. Expecting those who
set partners unto Him and disbelieve in Him,
the sins of all are pardonable according to His
will and decree. But so far as haququl ‘ibad
(human rights) are concerned Allah has not
taken upon Himself the responsibility to forgive
or pardon the inequity and oppression
committed by one person on the other. It is
obvious that the oppressed person will not show
such large-heartedness as to forgo and forgive
the aggressor. It is Allah only, the
Compassionate Who forgives the sins of all,
as He is free from all sorts of human
weaknesses. Therefore, the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
said: Whosoever has wronged his brother
should ask for his pardon in this world as (in
the Hereafter) there will be neither a Dinar or
Dirham (He should secure pardon in the life)
before some of his good deeds are taken and
paid to his brother, or if he has done no good
deeds, some of the bad deeds of his brother
are taken to be loaded, on him.

In another Hadith it has been said that
in the nama-i-a ‘mal (Book of actions) three
kinds of sins will be registered. The first about
which Allah will take little notice and the second
on every word of which Allah will give His
judgement and the third that none of them will
be forgiven by Allah such as polytheism
(ascribing partners unto Allah). The sins about
which Allah will take little notice include the
wrong done by a person to himself by not

fulfilling the rights of Allah such as prayer, fast,
as in this case, the matter is between Allah
and His servant.

But the kind of sins on every word of
which Allah will give his judgement relate to
the wrong done by one person to another.

It is evident that exploitation and injustice
in mutual dealings is not permissible in Islam.
Therefore Hajj is obligatory on a person who
can bear its expenditure after defraying the
household expenses such as food and lodging
of the members of his family and Zakatis
leviable on the surplus income of a person on
which full year has passed after meeting with
his household expenses which means that the
rights of Allah (the obligatory duties of Hajj and
Zakat) cannot be fulfilled unless and until the
moral obligations of providing household
necessities of life to the family are fulfilled.

The Five Articles of the Faith

According to some Ahadith, after Iman,
the edifice of Islam is built on four pillars i.e.
prayer, fast, Hajj and Zakat. It is however wrong
to say that no space has been set apart for
moral conduct and behaviour in this Islamic
structure. While exhorting the Muslims to
observe prayer, it has been said that it forbids
indecency and repugnant things (29: 45). Fast
teaches us piety and self-control. Similarly
Zakat inculcates in us the sentiments of
sympathy, cooperation with our brothers who
are in need or difficulty. Hajj is also a means of
cooperation and help for our companions of Hajj
and reforms our character by enforcing discipline
in us without which the Manasik-i-Hajj (rituals
of Hajj) cannot be performed accurately. It is
clear that the main aim behind these
fundamental articles of Faith is to reform the
morals in the believers and foster the sentiments
of mutual love and cooperation and sense of
realization for each other’s help in need.

Iman and Good Conduct

The most important point about Iman is
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that it relates to the inner state of mind and no
one else can know about it. Anyone can profess
or reaffirm his faith through his tongue. It is
through his actions and moral conduct and
behaviour that one can have cognizance of
one’s Iman. So in the surah Mu’minun, moral
conduct and behaviour has been called as a
salient characteristic quality of a believer in
addition to the essential quality of Iman. The
success of the Muslim in this world and his
salvation in the Hereafter depends on both.

Successful indeed are the believers

Who are humble in their prayers,

And who shun vain conversation,

And who are payers of poor-due,

And who guard their modesty

(23 1-5)

And who are shepherds of their
pledge and their covenants,

And who pay heed to their prayers.
                       (23: 8, 9)

Taqwa and Good Conduct

In the terminology of Islam taqwa is the
name of that state of heart and mind which is
the main-spring of all good and pious deeds. In
the Holy Qur’an, the virtues of Muttaqin (God-
conscious people) have been enumerated as
given below:

Those who believe and put their trust
in their Lord.

And those who shun the worst of sins
and indecencies and when they are worth
forgive.

And those who answer the call of
their Lord and establish worship, and whose
affairs are a matter of counsel and who
spend what We have bestowed on them.

And those who, when great wrong
is done to them, defend themselves.

The guerdon of an ill-deed is an ill
the like thereof. But whosoever pardoneth
and amendeth, his wage is the affair of
Allah. Lo! He loveth not wrong-doers.

And whose defendeth himself after
he has suffered wrong for such, there is no
way (of blame) against them.

The way (of blame) is only against
those who oppress mankind and wrongfully
rebel in the earth. For such there is a painful
doom.

And verily whoso is patient and
forgiveth—Lo! that, verily, is (of) the
steadfast heart of things. (42 : 36-43)

And vie one with another for
forgiveness from your Lord, and for a
Paradise as wide as are the heavens and
the earth, prepared for those who ward off
(evil);

Those who spend (of that which Allah
hath given them) in ease and in adversity;
those who control their wrath and are
forgiving toward mankind; Allah loveth the
good.

These will be given their reward twice
over, because they are stead-fast and repel
evil with good, and spend of that wherewith
we have provided them.

And when they hear vanity they
withdraw from it and say: unto us our works
and unto you your works. Peace be unto
you. We desire not the ignorant.
(28 : 54, 55)

And feed with food the needy, the
orphan and the prisoner, for love of Him.
                           (76 : 8)

The interpretation of these verses of the
Holy Qur’an in the sacred words of the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) is contained in the literature of Ahadith
which is still preserved. We quote here such
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Ahadith under different headings so that the
people should know the true significance of
moral conduct and behaviour in the teachings
of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him)

The Significance of Good Conduct in Islam

The importance which the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
gave to good morals and good manners can
be judged from the fact that he recited in his
prayers:

O Allah! Behold, I seek refuge in Thee
from evil morals, deeds and desires.

O Allah! Guide me aright and make me
straight forward.

O Allah! purify thou mine heart from
hypocrisy, my conduct from dissimulation, my
tongue from falsehood, and mine eyes from
treachery. Thou knowest the treacherous
glance of the eye and that which bosoms
conceal.

O Allah! Behold I seek refuge in Thee
from anxiety and grief, from inability and sloth,
from faint heartedness, niggardliness, from the
bum of indebtedness and the domination of
men.

The integral part of the religion of Islam
is Iman but it can be perfected only with the
best conduct. Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased
with him) reported that the Messenger of Allah
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
said: The most perfect of believers in faith is
the best of them in moral excellence, and the
best of you are the kindest of you to their wives.

Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with him)
reported that the Messenger of Allah (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: One
who manages the affairs of the widow and poor
man is like the one who exerts himself hard in
the way of Allah, or the one who stands up for
prayer in night and fasts in the day.

Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with him)
said: A man came to the Messenger of Allah
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
and said: O Messenger of Allah! Who has the
greatest right that I should keep company with
him with goodness? He said: Thy mother. He
said: Who then? He said: Thy mother. He said:
Who then? He said: Then thy father. Anas said:
I heard the Messenger of Allah saying:
Whomsoever it pleases that his sustenance
should be made ample to him or that his life
should be lengthened, let him be kind to his
relatives.

Ibn ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him)
reported that the Messenger of Allah (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: A
Muslim is the brother of a Muslim; he does
him no injustice, nor does he leave him alone
(to be victim of another’s injustice); and whoever
does the needful for his brother, Allah does the
needful for him; and whoever removes the
distress of a Muslim, Allah removes from him
a distress out of the distresses of the day of
Resurrection; and whoever covers (the faults
of) a Muslim, Allah will cover his sins on the
day of Resurrection.

Anas (Allah be pleased with him)
reported that the Messenger of Allah (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Help
thy brother whether he is the doer of wrong or
wrong is done to him.

They (his companions) said: O
Messenger of Allah! We can help a man to
whom wrong is done, but how can we help him.
When he is the doer of wrong? He said: Take
hold of his hands from doing wrong.

Abu Musa (Allah be pleased with him)
reported that the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Believers
are (parts of) a structure, one part of which
strengthens the other. And he inserted his
fingers of one hand amid those of the other (so
as to conjoin his two hands).
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Anas (Allah be pleased with him)
reported that the Messenger of Allah (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Do
not hate one another and do not boycott one
another, and be servants of Allah (as) brethren;
and it is not lawful for a Muslim that he should
sever his relations with his brother for more than
three days.

Jarir (Allah be pleased with him) reported
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) said: Allah has no mercy
on him who is not merciful to men.

Al Baraj b. ‘Azib (Allah be pleased with
him) reported that a bedouin came to the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) and said: Direct me to a deed which draws
me near to Paradise and takes me away from
the Fire (of Hell). Upon this the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
said: You worship Allah and never associate
anything with him; emancipate a person from
slavery freeing his neck from the burden of debt.
Take hold the hand of the tyrant relative. If you
cannot do this, then provide food to the hungry
and drink and if you cannot do even this, then
you should either speak good or better remain
quiet.

Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with him)
reported that the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Anybody
who believes in Allah and the Last Day should
not harm his neighbour, and anybody who
believes in Allah and the Last Day should
entertain his guest generously and anybody
who believes in Allah and the Last Day should
talk what is good or keep quiet (i.e. abstain
from all kinds of evil and dirty talk).

Anas b. Malik (Allah be pleased with
him) reported: A man asked the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him): When will
the Hour be established, O Allah’s Messenger?
The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) said: What have you prepared for it?

The man said: I have not prepared for it much
of prayers or fasting or alms, but I love Allah
and His Messenger. The Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: You will
be with those whom you love.

Jabir b. ‘Abdullah (Allah be pleased with
him) reported that the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: enjoining
all that is good is Sadaqa (charitable gift).

Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with him)
reported that the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: A good,
pleasant, friendly word is a Sadaqa.

Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with him)
reported that the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said:
Whosoever does not give up false statements,
and evil deeds and speaking bad words to
others, Allah is not in need of his (fasting) leaving
his food and drink.

Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with him)
reported Allah’s Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) as saying: The
worst among the people is double-faced one;
he comes to some people with one face and to
other with the other face.

Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with him)
reported Allah’s Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) saying: Verily,
Allah would say on the Day of Resurrection:
Where are those who have mutual love for My
Glory’s sake. Today I shall shelter them in my
shadow when there is no others shadow but
the shadow of Mine.

Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with him)
reported Allah’s Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) saying: Avoid
suspicion, for suspicion is the worst of lie in
talk and do not be inquisite about one another
and do not spy on one another and do not feel
envy with the other and nurse no malice, and
nurse no aversion and hostility against one
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another. And be fellow-brothers and servants
of Allah.

(Sahih Muslim, Kitab Al-Birr wa ‘s Sa/
at-i-wa’l Adab)

The Characteristics of Iman

Besides the above Ahadith there are
many Ahadith in which the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) has said
that such and such good actions and deeds
are the characteristics of Iman. They are
indicative of intense devotion of man to his
Creator and his enthusiasm for virtue and piety
The excellence of our Iman can be judged from
our thoughts and actions. If they flow from the
fountainhead of devotion and love of Allah we
are true to our Iman. Its light will not only purify
our hearts and souls; but this conviction of ours
will create in us a sense of piety to do good
and avoid evil to please our Lord and not to
displease Him.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) said:

1) Iman has over seventy branches, and
modesty is a branch of Iman.

 2) Iman has over seventy branches or over
sixty branches, the most excellence
which is the declaration that there is no
god but Allah, and the humblest of which
is the removal of what is injurious from
the path.

3) There are three qualities for which anyone
who is characterised by them will relish
the sweetness of faith. He to whom Allah
and His Messenger are dearer than all
else; he who loves a man for Allah’s sake
alone; and he who has a great abhorrence
of returning to unbelief after Allah has
rescued him from it as he prefers to be
thrown into fire than to return to unbelief.

4) There are three qualities for which anyone
who is characterised by them will relish
the flavour of [man; not to dispute about

the truth; not to tell a lie despite pressure
and to believe that what had happened
could not be averted.

5) There are three ingredients of Iman;
spending in the cause of Allah despite
poverty; restoring peace and security and
to decide justly even if it is against you.

6) It is narrated on the authority of Anas b.
Malik (Allah be pleased with him) that the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) observed: None amongst you
believes (truly) till one likes for his brother,
whatever he likes for himself.

7) Abdullah b. Amr b. al-As (Allah be pleased
with him) is reported to have said: Verily
a person asked the Messenger of Allah
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him): Who amongst the Muslim is better?
Upon this (the Holy Prophet) remarked:
From whose hand and tongue the Muslims
are safe.

8) It is narrated on the authority of ‘Abdullah
b. ‘Amr (Allah be pleased with him) that a
man asked the Messenger of Allah (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him):
Which of the merits (is superior) in Islam?
He (the Holy Prophet) remarked: That you
provide food and pay salutations to one
whom you know or do not know.

9) A man said: Prophet of Allah, (tell me)
what is Islam. He (the holy Prophet)
observed: Good talk and providing food.
Then he said: (Tell me) what is Iman. He
(the Holy Prophet) observed: Showing
patience and moral courage.

10) A believer is he who loves others and he
who does not love the other nor anyone
loves him has no goodness in him.

11) Every Muslim is a brother of another
Muslim. He does not oppress or abuse
him. Abusing a Muslim is an outrage and
fighting against him is unbelief. Allah will
help him who helps his brother. He who
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alleviates the suffering of a Muslim, Allah
would alleviate his suffering.

12) A believer is he whom the people consider
as Amin (honest, trustworthy). A Muslim
is he from whose hand and tongue the
Muslims are safe. A muhajir (emigrant) is
he who refrains from evil. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) observed: By Him in whose Hand is
my life none of you will enter Paradise
unless his neighbour is safe from his
anger.

13) He who believes in Allah and the Last Day
should treat his neighbour with kindness
and show hospitality to his guest.

14) Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with him)
reported that the Messenger of Allah

(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) said: Three are the signs of a
hypocrite: When he spoke he told a lie,
when he made promise he acted
treacherously, and when he was trusted
he betrayed.

We must study and ponder over all these
Ahadith to know exactly what the Prophet
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) has done for the moral and spiritual
elevation of the people. He not only preached
but translated these precepts into practical
reality by acting upon them throughout his life.
His is, therefore, a model personality to
emulate. Anyone who follows him will not only
succeed in the present life but also in the
Hereafter.n
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 Comparison Between the Wars Fought By Muslims And

Non-Muslims
- S.M. Rabey Hasani Nadwi

To those who describe the wars of
the Muslims as an act of brutality, this fact
must be vividly elucidated that the
comportment of human tolerance and
comity that had been the norm throughout
all the wars fought by the Muslims, if
compared with the happenings during the
wars waged between other religions and
civilizations, an astonishing pattern
emerges before the eyes. Barring Islam, no
religion, no nation, no community, no
society, whatsoever, and no institution
making efforts to establish peace, could
bring about, til l date, a revolution so
peaceful and so equitable as brought out
by Islam. It was such a human revolution
as a result of which the Prophet (SAW) had
the foundation laid of such an order
blessings of which can be felt at heart by
the humanity even after the lapse of
thousand and odd centuries.

The long of this short is as follows:

Out of the 72 prisoners-of-war of the
Battle of Badr, 70 were set free by the
Prophet (SAW) on payment of due penalty.
These POWs were kept like guests. Many
a captives are on record to have confessed
that the Muslims took care of their comfort
and convenience more than they did of their
own children.

In the Ghazwa with Bani el-
MustAlique, following the battle of Badr,
more than hundred men and women were
made captive. They were all set free without
any recompense.

In the Hudaibiyah battlefield, 80

attackers were captured. They were all set
free by the Prophet (SAW) unconditionally
and without any penalty exacted from them.

In the battle of Hunain, the Prophet
(SAW) set six thousand men and women
free unconditionally and without any
recompense. In case of certain captives,
the Prophet (SAW) had the redemption fee
paid by himself to the captors. Moreover,
most of the captives were bade farewell by
him (SAW) after having vestments and
awards conferred on them.

It was a regular practice of the
Prophet (SAW) to issue interdictions about
killing women, children and the aged.
Whenever he (SAW) sent forays he issued
strict instructions to the members that in
case they had to kill the heretics, they
should not be maimed and mutilated; that
is, their body organs should not be
disfigured. ‘Whenever you enter into a
covenant with the infidels, do not infringe
upon the covenant. Do not kill women,
children and the aged’, he said.

Whichever locality or tribe the voice
of Azan was heard from, or any other
indication of Islam was noticed there, was
not allowed to be raided. Whoever
happened to have recited the Kalimah,
even if he would have done so out of fear
of the sword, was prohibited by him (SAW)
to be killed. Sometimes, companions would
say: ‘O Allah’s Prophet! He had recited the
Kalimah out of fear of being done to death.’
He (SAW) would then say to them: ‘Had you
had his heart split open and looked into it?’
With Hazrat Usamah bin Zaid and Mahlam
bin Jathamah, he (SAW) got displeased on* Rector, Nadwatul - Ulama, Lucknow.
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this very basis. He (SAW) forced Uthamah
to give him the word that during his (SAW)
life-time nor thereafter he would ever kill
any such person who would have the
Kalimah recited. An instance of
unscrupulousness in this respect was
demonstrated by Hazrat Khalid (RAA)
whereupon he (SAW) got very angry with
him.

Seerat-e-Ibn-e-Katheer has it that on
occasion of Ghazwa-e- Hunain, he (SAW)
ordered his companions and aides not to
raise hands to assault any child, woman,
servant or slave employed for attending to
daily chores. On the killing of a woman
during the Hunain event, he (SAW)
expressed his anguish.

It was only the impact of this very
sublime education and training of the
Prophet (SAW) that although during the era
of the Khulafa-e-Rashideen (the righteous
Caliphs) hundreds of cities of Iraq, Sham,
Egypt and Arabia, Iran and Khurasaan
were conquered, no such treatment of
cruelty and oppression as was the norm in
those days during the wars is found to have
been meted out, anywhere, by the Muslims
to hostile raiders, militants or the subjects.
There is no record of even exacting war
indemnity from the vanquished enemy.

Now keeping the conditions of these
Islamic wars in view on the one hand, have
a look at the history of the nations who have
the cheek to accuse Islam and the Muslims
of terrorism. You would notice a world of a
difference:

In the wake of the democratic
revolution that took place in France, when
having the people killed, each and
everyone individually, was rendered no
more possible, guillotines had to be
invented. Scores of human heads were set

rolling like coconuts by these guillotines all
at once in a matter of moment. According
to estimates made by the historians, this
democratic revolution had 26 lakh (2.6
million) human beings sacrificed at the alter
of these guillotines. Likewise, the socialist
revolution in Russia had consigned more
than one crore (10 million) human beings
to massacre, plunder and icily freezing
detention camps.

During the horrific Great World War
of 1914 A.D., the European countries had
made, for the sake of liberation of their
territories from Germany, the massacre and
mayhem, pillage and plunder, the order of
the day. Owing to that, 17 lakh people of
Russia, 13 lakh and 70 thousand of
France, 4 lakh and twenty thousand of Italy,
8 lakh of Australia, 7 lakh and 20 thousand
of Britain, one lakh of Bulgaria, one lakh of
Romania, one lakh of Austria, 2 lakh and
five thousand of Turkey, one lakh and two
thousand of Belgium, one lakh of
Suromahnti Negro and fifty thousand of
America got killed. The total number of
those massacred comes to 73 lakh and 38
thousand. This war lasted for four years
and the above-mentioned figures that sum
up to more than 73 lakh, of the people got
killed. On the other hand, if you look at the
figures of 8-year spanned wars of Islam,
you would find that only a little above one
thousand people got killed. The number
covers the Muslims as well as their enemies.
Still, the Prophet of Islam and the religion
of Islam are accused of tyranny by those
who had lakhs and lakhs of people put to
death, merely for acquiring occupation over
others’ territories or for expelling the enemy
out of their own territory. Intoxicated with
power they had, these world powers
caused financial loss of billions and trillions
of pounds and dollars in order to retain their
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holds in the region during the First World
War of 1914 A.D. of the last century and
the Second World War that spanned 1938
to 1942 A.D. of the same century. The total
number of human beings of various
countries who got wiped off the face of the
earth during these wars comes to one crore
and six lakh (ten million and six hundred
thousand). Looking from financial aspect,
America alone incurred an expenditure of
350 billion dollars. Whereas more than one
crore (ten million) citizens got displaced
and rendered homeless. Lakhs of people
were rendered incapacitated. Lakhs of
children are born incapacitated even today
because of the effects of atomic germs.
Moreover, a war fought face-to-face is, after
all, deemed a war fought with valour. But,
during the Second World War, America, by
dropping atom bombs on the peaceful
population of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
without there being any confrontation, got
2 lakh and 75 thousand human beings
simply evaporated into thin air within a
fraction of a moment. Bombs weighing 12
thousand ton were rained on civil ian
population causing the temperature to go
up to over 500,000 degree Fahrenheit.
What would have been the state of human
beings in such a condition cannot even be
imagined. This spree of massacre and
mayhem was kept continued even
thereafter.

And all this carnage and mayhem
was not for the purpose of human weal or
any sublime objective. It was all done,
instead, simply for putting someone else
out of occupation from some territory and
getting it under one’s own occupation.
Following all these horrors of the Second
World War, among the wars that took place
for regional occupation, in the Korean War
which occurred in connection with Americas

occupation over Korea, 15 lakh people
were killed. In the gulf war of 1990 A.D.
which was fought under the supervision of
Super Powers, one lakh human lives were
lost. During the Afghan war imposed by the
then world Super Power, Russia, which
lasted from the 25th Dec. 1979 to 1990
A.D., more than ten lakh people got killed
and crores of dollars were flushed down
the drain; whereas lakhs of people have
as yet remained deprived of a roof on their
head.

Maulana Abdul Majid Daryabadi
(RAA) had, in his news- Journal, Sidqu-e-
Jadeed’ (19th June, 1931 issue), published
some excerpts about the perpetrations and
demeanors of British and German armies
which have brought out strange and
preposterous instances of blood-shedding
and barbarity from reports appeared in their
own Journals. Same are reproduced
hereunder for perusal:

“In the eyes of military officers of
Britain, their own soldiers are valued merely
as the ‘cannon fodder’.” (write-up by
General Eliot, D.S.O., Australia)

These are the words uttered not by
any enemy of Britain, but by a friend, not
by any rival but by an ally, only a short while
ago.

 An illustrious son of Britain itself, a
renowned military officer, a valiant chief of
army, has got all the ins and outs, having
penned them down himself, published.

The book is not a biography of
others. It is, rather, an autobiography. It is
not an anthology of hearsays and rumours
but of personal observations. The author
of the book is not someone who has simply
compiled the anecdotes and accounts
heard from any Tom, Dick and Harry sitting
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far away from the action site. He is the one
who himself has been in the thick of the
world war from beginning to end, first as a
petty officer and later as a senior one. He
is the one who enlisted battalions, fought
in trenches, won the battles, conquered
forts, got decorated with medals and
honoured with titles: A captain first, got
promoted to the rank of Major and reached
finally to the rank of Brigadier General.
Name: F.P. Gromer; adorned with military
titles of C.B.C.; M.G.D.; S.O. The book’s
title is: A Brass Nation No Man’s Land which
is itself a military idiom. The London-based
publisher, Jomathoncup, published it for the
first time in April 1930. Not in months and
weeks, but only in a few days, the first
edition was all sold out. So was the second
edition and then the third edition, too. Since
then till date how many more editions have
been out is known to God only Now have
this mirror in your hand and go on watching
the portrait of the Europeans’ war exactly
as it was. He writes:

The objectives of war, on the tongue
of Squaith and Gray, was ‘’warding off the
vice”. On the pages of ‘Types’ and ‘Daily
Mail’ it was “reform” and nothing but reform.
But, the addresses delivered to the soldiers
themselves by their officers can be judged
by the sample given below:

“Forget your humanity and nobility.
Make your hearts made of stones, Make
yourselves deaf and dumb in respect of life
and death. It is War! Do you listen! It is
War!” (p. 40)

“My job at the moment is to get the
mind-set, coaching and character of more
than one thousand souls totally converted
within the shortest possible time. To make
them ready for the one-to-one battle I have
to make them develop in them the taste of

the blood and get the hearts, with the venom
of propaganda, impervious. The German
brutalities (although in my heart of hearts I
believe many of the reports are false), the
use of poisonous gas by them, rape of the
French women, official execution of the
nurse, Kewal, all these factors are exploited
to develop the beastliness that is sine qua
non for achievement of success. The habit
to get furious at the drop of a hat and
without rhyme or reason is to be nurtured.
For, without having done that, the desired
results cannot be achieved. This venom is
to be poured down the throat of the kind-
hearted and the righteous and all. The
military songs and bands are all being used
to that end. Soft and religious melodies are
banned except in churches and the
permission there, too, is restricted to
military tunes. In fact, the churches are most
advanced in generating then taste of
bloodshed and we have taken full
advantage of them, too. (pp. 42-43)

“For the full exploitation of the British
soldier, the vitriol of hatred should be got
fully permeated through each and every
vein. The number of fatalities is mentioned
before him not in the tone of lament and
concern, but with nonchalance and
ruthlessness. I hope that phase is
forthcoming and very shortly, too, when the
hearts of the soldiers would be totally void
of feelings towards death, the severe-most
excruciating wound and gas-inflicted body
organs. They would, rather, be talking
about them laughingly among themselves.
They would be happy and content with the
fact that whatever their losses. they have
had the bodies of other amputated and
ripped apart to far greater extent than what
they have suffered. They have had the
limbs, hands and legs of others severed
and chopped off. By September 15, the
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state of affairs had reached the stage of
conviction that whatever we were doing was
all just and fair and whatever Germany was
doing was all reprehensible. In war, there
is no way out but to have this very a
presumption. And that was what both the
sides were acting upon.” (pp. 43-44)

“Exactly the way a train compartment
is kept air-conditioned, cool and/or hot, as
per the need of the moment, same way I
have, by now, got all my emotions and
feelings totally under my control and at my
disposal. At the time of bloodshed, I am
burning hot; at the time of planning of war
strategies, I am deadly cool and at the time
of excursion and entertainment, I am
lukewarm. By now, I have become an expert
perfectionist in the art of changing colours.
I am now entirely just a war-child!” (p. 92)

“Whence the poor soldier can have
that much of intelligence? Whatever they
listen to, is believed in, too, by them.
Whatever they have been told has been
accepted by them as the Gospel truth.
There tongue and their heart are one.
They are entirely convinced and do firmly
believe that their job is simply to kill and
get killed, to slaughter and be slaughtered.
That is their conviction about themselves
and also about their rivals!” (p. 23)

“Nobody so much as looks in the
direction of the dead. What use, after all,
the corpses can be put to in war? In case
the lady luck had the grace to smile, well
and good! Later, on resumption of calm,
they might get buried somewhere. The
wounded are trying hard, by dragging
themselves off and on, to get to the army-
line. Numerous are those who get hit by
the bullet again while doing so.
Nevertheless, majority of them are those
who would keep wallowing all the day

helpless, incapacitated, with thorny throats;
in scorching hot sun, delirious and in a
state of extreme agony! My main official duty
is to take care of the war, not to look after
the wounded.” (p. 106)

The unmasked face of the white-
skinned civilized people has been seen by
you. Before the mask was removed, could
you have imagined that the face hidden
behind it would be so disgusting, so ugly
and so horrible?! Can the darkness within
the heart be guessed by the outward
brightness? Take up not one or two, but
ten, twenty, fifty, hundred, or as many as
you wish, incidence of Jihad and put them,
having enumerated them on one side and
put on the other scale just one world war
and then let the knowledge, and not
doctrine, and the intellect, not the tradition,
adjudge whichever side it is whom the
nobility, the civilization and the humanity are
bending over each other to get themselves
sacrificed on!

Now, in case the reader has been
overtaken by ennui and disgust with the
spectacles of barbarism, heartlessness,
savagery, massacre, pillage and plunder,
bloodbath and carnage, just have the
curtain turned over and look. There is all
the paraphernalia of revelry available
amidst the clatter of swords. There is no
dearth of exhibits of wine and women, too,
under the shade of booming and
thundering cannons! It occurs to mind that
whoever can find time to revel and have
mind to indulge in acts of voluptuousness
amidst the dreadful environment of volleys
of bullets, rattle of lances, thunder of
cannons , cries and wailings of the
wounded, the stench of decomposed
bodies and writhing corpses? But the lady
luck’s favourable smile at the European
gets everything impossible rendered
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possible in his case. He can, at the same
time, be the legendary Genghis of the
history and the fictitious king, Indra, who is
always surrounded by the bevy of
beauties.”

The Indian historian, Prof. Amresh
Mishra, has, in his latest, scholarly work,
War of Civilization: Road to Delhi A.D. 1857
written, on the basis of historical evidences
and documents, official statistics and data,
as follows:

“The English had ten million (one
crore) Indians put to death in 1857 A.D.
And, all of them were innocent. Their only
crime was that they had launched a
campaign against the iniquity and
oppression of the British Imperialism for the
sake of their country’s liberation. But, the
savage English had the innocent Indian
(Hindus and Muslims) butchered
mercilessly, for the sake of retention of, and
persistence in, their hold and control over
the country. This chain of blood-shedding
continued from 1857 to 1867 A.D. on end.”

In connection with their missionary
and religious campaign that lasted 23
years, the Prophet (SAW) and the Muslims
had armed conflicts only during the last 8
years. The total number of those killed
during these conflicts comes to only one
thousand. Those who blame Islam have no
qualms in killing lakhs and lakhs of people
during their wars, despite all the claims of
democracy and freedom. They create, as
a result thereof, an atmosphere of extreme
chaos and unrest within other nations and
countries; whereas the Muslims, under the
command of their Prophet (SAW), had the
entire Arab Peninsula converted into the
cradle of peace during the only 8 years of
conflicts.

After having all these facts and

figures glaring into their faces, the Western
media, on getting a few individuals killed in
any part of the Islamic world at the hands
of some unknown persons, raises such a
hue and cry as is not raised ever on lakhs
of people getting killed in Europe. To them
the former is much more iniquitous than the
latter. Furthermore, in case any incident of
terrorism takes place anywhere in the world,
the verdict is immediately passed, even
before having any investigation conducted,
that it must be handy-work of some Muslim.
And who is the Muslim? The Muslim is one
who is the follower of his Prophet (SAW).
He is the one who would lay down his life
for the sake of compliance with his (SAW)
commands. And, the personage of the
Prophet is such a one as has himself
treated even his enemies with mercy and
compassion in very extraordinary manner.
Then he commanded his followers to
pursue the same path. And, the Muslims,
despite all their flaws and frailties, did act,
to great extent, upon this very directive. If
you would have the later wars of Muslims
studied, this very fact would be observed
by you. It is what has been acknowledged
by non-Muslim historians also, This
Western media which has been accusing
the Muslims of atrocities has suppressed
and blacked out the fact that in their
Western countries, lakhs of people are
murdered even today just for political
purposes. True is what the Arab poet has
said:

(Even if just one person of their tribe
is killed somewhere in a jungle, they
would say: it is such a great crime as
cannot be pardoned. And if they killed
even an entire peaceful nation, they
would say, if objected to, it is a
disputed issue.) n
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 Man – Where He Stands
- S.M. Wazeh Rasheed Nadwi*

There is a theory of western thinkers
that the middle age was an age of tyranny,
violence, restrictions on views and thoughts
and oppression, and the westernized
people of the Islamic World have accepted
this theory blindly. This theory has become
so common that every author who wants to
write about that period cannot evade it and
writes the tales of injustices, violence,
oppressions, victimization of the subjects
and the autocratic behaviour of
beaurocrats.

It is a fact that in the past ages, there
individual rules everywhere; in Asia, Europe
and Africa. At that time means to collect
money and hike the standard of living were
not available, as they are available now; in
this factories and expansion of commerce;
opportunities for educational and technical
experts, purchasing power, import and
export facilities, advancement in science
and another which are available now, were
not available in the great achievement of
modern times and it is much better than
the past. But if the practical life of man is
looked into it will be seen that in spite of all
this progress and achievements availability
of many facilities, industrial advancements,
man could not find freedom from different
unwillingness; but they have increased,
instead. Types of worries and anxieties
have changed names and forms only.

To know the present position, the
reports of Amnesty International are
enough, which are published from time to
time. These reports describe the present
position of human rights in the world. They

are like a mirror where can be seen how
aggressively one race is behaving with
other; one class is behaving with other; and
one government is treating its own people
by way of injustice fundamental rights,
partiality of color and race, incompatibility
of political views and thinkings, difference
in way of living. This thing does not need a
deep and thoughtful thinking but simple
common sense is enough to understand it.

Armed struggle, cheapness of human
blood, violent actions are very common in
the world. The hands of big powers as well
as small powers are covered with blood.
An example of it is the flood of refugees,
migrating from one country to another, is
even increasing. There is an organization
of the UNO to handle the problem, the
number of staffers of this organizations is,
now, equal to the entire population of the
ancient world. Capable people, learned
and genius people are not free in their
countries. A great number of them
compelled to migrate to other countries.
Politicians, thinkers and ex-ministers are
afraid for their lives, and insecurity in their
home country. The use of lethal weapons
and killer gases has become common to
maim human beings and many large
factories are manufacturing them. Attacks
on weak people are common in present
world. It is demonstrated equally in the
political and social fields. Anyone who
possesses a slight awareness of history will
confirm that whatever means are used to
obtain anything legal or illegal, were not
known in the ancient world and the common
folk are as helpless as they were in olden
times.

We agree that the possibilities in the

* Former Director Studies, Nadwatul Ulama,
Lucknow.
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field of science and engineering, industry
and craftsmanship are very large. But
instead of using science and
industrialization for constructive purposes
they are used for destructive purposes. If
one hesitates’ defense budget
expenditures and compare it with the
expenses on warfare jobs.

The big powers infiltrate in another
country under the pretext that the power
balance is changing. And they exert great
efforts in making others believe that, in
case they go out and leave the country, it
is certain to lose balance of power and it is
also known that, their political gestures are
full of political considerations and internal
trickery. That is the reason that, wherever
their help or presence is badly needed, they
do not go to, and where they are not
needed, they go as undesired guest. An
oppressor finds some excuse for doing
oppression and injustice and calls his act
of oppression, assistance and liberation.
The oppressed one keep crying for being
wronged and no one comes forward to
redress his grievances.

This hypocrisy and open
contradiction has come to light in their
handling of the Bosnia Herzegovina crisis.
The world has seen the tumult general
apprehension, arrest and penalization after
the explosions in their World Trade Center
and the policy of these powers on the
sorrowful tragedy of the blaze in Ibrahimi
mosque. Their policies are also known on
Sudan, Iraq, Palestine and Afghanistan and
after the 9/11 event, Americas so called
anti-terrorist campaign is a clear example
of it.

The only cause of international
problems and their entanglements in it is
that there is no impartial power, no impartial
organizations and no impartial judicial

system which can intercede in international
matters on the basis of principles and
justice and stop the oppressor from misacts
and assuage the wronged ones. This is
such a bad situation that is becoming a
danger to the entire humanity. The
international institutions dedicated to the
job have become tools in hands of big world
powers.

No problem of humanity can be
solved unless a power comes forward who
is impartial, just and foregoes material
gains, if any, and stands firm in international
problems and stands as rock against and
oppressor.

The secularism of Europe has
unveiled. Religious extremism is common
in Europe. It has marred the face of entire
world, and has defaced its marks and
prints.

Efforts are being made to impose
their language, culture and faith.
Christianity is, openly, being preached and
whoever sees the tours of Pole and his
speeches, the budget of missionary word
and its network will make out that these
missionary activities, these bloody wars,
these bloodsheds, are being carried out
with the support and connivance of the
world powers. The world is now standing
on the edge of a volcano. Ethics, fairness
in dealings have all vanished. To act
according to change and progress. This
entire world is suffering from servitude of
one set up. Even the media is not free.
Agriculture, industry and education as well
are obediently following western countries.
Inspite of it the recitation of the virtues of
the western culture has become the habit
and custom of the westernized people
because the sense of judgement between
right and wrong, and self-respect has died
down.n
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 The Hudaybiya Truce
- Shah Ebadur Rahman Neshat

In the 6th Hijri, a year after the Battle
of the Trench, the Prophet decided to do
umrah and proceeded to Makkah with
fourteen hundred Muslims. It was a purely
religious trip. All of them were clad in ihram,
in which all kinds of quarrel and fighting are
strictly forbidden. They had the animals of
sacrifice with them, duly marked with an iron
piece hanging by their neck. The pilgrims
were carrying no arms, except the sword
which was a usual weapon carried for
individual safety those days. When they
reached Hudaybiya, they learned that the
Quraysh and their allies had assembled in
Makkah to block their entrance there.
Khalid bin Walid had already reached
Ghamim, a strategic point, with two hundred
(200) fighters to engage Muslims if they
dared to proceed. This was a clear breach
of the accepted tradition which allowed
everybody to visit Makkah for performing
religious rites there according to his belief.
The Quraysh had neither a right to deny
anybody this privilege nor had they ever
done so.

The Prophet tried to solve the
problem by peaceful negotiation and sent
‘Uthman bin ‘Affan as his envoy to explain
to the Quraysh that the sole intention of
Muslims was to perform umrah. But the
Quraysh threatened them with armed
confrontation if they tried to proceed. The
Prophet sent a second peace envoy, and
then a third one, to negotiate with the
Quraysh that both parties should give
peace a chance and sign a peace treaty
for ten years. The Quraysh finally agreed
to talk.

The terms and conditions set by the

Quraysh were very harsh and humiliating
for Muslims. These were: (1) The Muslims
could not enter Makkah that year, (2) they
could come next year to perform umrah,
but they must leave Makkah in three days,
(3) they could not bring any arms with them,
except sword, (4) if a Makkan polytheist
accepted Islam, Muslims would not take him
with them, and if he reached Madinah on
his own, they would return him to the
Quraysh, (5) if a Muslim reneged on Islam
and escaped to Makkah, the Quraysh
would not send him back to Muslims, and
(6) the local tribes could according to their
convenience enter into alliance with either
the Quraysh or the Muslims, in which case
the Muslims and the Quraysh would treat
the allies of each other as signatories of
the treaty. (Nomani: 324)

The Sahabah were very reluctant to
accept these terms. It was a heartbreaking
bereavement for them to return without
performing umrah. They were not ready to
put off ihram, shave their heads and
sacrifice their animals. But to all of them
the reply of the Prophet was clear: “I’ll do
whatever Allah commands.” And Allah’s
commandment was to restore peace. The
Prophet, therefore, signed the peace treaty
against all odds.

As the treaty required, the Prophet
sent those Makkans back who later
accepted Islam and sought refuge in
Madinah. This created a difficult situation
for the converts: they could not live in
Makkah and were denied refuge in
Madinah. They therefore took refuge in an
unihbitated area called ‘Aydh, near Dhu
Murra, which was at the bank of the sea at
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some distance from Madinah, and started
living there in wilderness. Later, new
converts to Islam from Makkah who were
refused shelter in Madinah also moved
there and joined the group.

A natural question which arises at this
point is this: Who forced these polytheists
in Makkah to accept Islam? Also, when they
were refused refuge in Madinah, they
should have felt frustrated and developed
a complaint against the Prophet for not
acknowledging their sacrifice and refusing
them shelter. But they all remained
steadfast to Islam. Does it not defy the
sword theory? In these very days Umm
daughter of ‘Uqba bin Abi Mo’iyt (one of the
most stern enemies of the Prophet at
Makkah) accepted Islam in Makkah and
traveled by herself to Madinah. Who she
was afraid of at Makkah when her father
was a fearsome chief there? (Nomani: 327-
28)

Shibli Nomani writes: “From this
peace treaty to the conquest of Makkah the
polytheists entered Islam in an
unprecedentedly large number. Khlid bin
Walid (conqueror Of Syria for Islam) and
‘Amr bin ‘Aas (conqueror of Egypt) entered
Islam during this very period” (Nomani,
327). If Islam was spread by sword, how
come such a large number of  polytheists,
many of whom were the arch enemies of
the prophet, entered Islam when peace
prevailed and the sword was sheathed?

Points to Ponder

Some details relevant to the sword
theory deserve our attention here. We will
briefly discuss them in this section.

1. The Hudaybiya Peace Treaty, the first of
its kind, was initiated by the Prophet of
Islam and consummated by him in spite

of all hurdles. The Quraysh did not make
any concession to the Prophet in this
regard.

2. The Prophet used sifarat (sending
messengers for peaceful negotiation in
order to settle disputes) to avoid armed
confrontation and persuaded the
Quraysh to honor peace. He was pushed
back time and again by the stubborn
Quraysh, but he did not give up. The
Quraysh sent a troop to attack Muslims
to intimidate them. The Muslims captured
all its members, but the Prophet released
them without any punishment. He sent
three envoys to the Quraysh one after
another and by his patient efforts
changed the looming danger of war to
peace.

3. The Prophet complied with all the terms
and conditions of the treaty, even though
they were unjust and unfair. To leave Abu
son of Suhayl, a convert to Islam, in
captivity at Makkah, to deny refuge to
new converts escaping from Makkah to
Madinah, and to vacate Makkah in
exactly three days after performing
umrah are glaring examples of it.

4. The Hudaybiya peace treaty did not make
any mention of the security of the trade
caravans of the Quraysh against the
onslaughts of Muslims. This shows that
the Quraysh knew that the threat to their
trade caravans by Muslims was simply a
repercussion of their denial to Muslims
the right to enter Makkah to perform
religious rites there. Had the security of
the trade caravans been the main issue,
as the Orientalists have tried to argue,
the Quraysh would surely have insisted
on a guarantee from Muslims in this
regard as well. n
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 Islam and Education Reforms in Nigeria – An

Impassioned Plea - K.K. Busari
Introduction

Nigeria as a country is eager and
seriously clamoring for reforms in all
aspects of its life in order to become an
ideal society in all ramifications. However,
this article focuses on Islamic education
with the aim of recommending the
adoption of its teachings for meaningful
and effective reform in the educational
system of our great nation — Nigeria.

Relationship between Religion and
Education

Education and Religion when
scrutinized from the angle of morality have
symbolic relationship. Hornby (1990)
defines religion as the belief in the
existence of a supernatural ruling power,
the Creator and controller of the universe
who has given man a spiritual nature
which continues to exist after the death of
the body. Hornby further describes
education as a systematic training and
instruction for the development of the
knowledge, abilities, character and mental
power of the young.

One can then infer from his opinion
that religion and education are two sides
of a coin hence the syllogism that the two
are ingredients to live a perfect life. Any
attempt to put a dichotomy between
education and religion can prove to be
suicidal as in the case of Nigeria producing
millions of uneducated educationists.
According to Muslim scholars, education
is the process of developing of man
through the training of man’s spirit,

intellect, rational feeling, and bodily
senses.

From the above, we can deduce the
following:

1. Through religion man is given spiritual
nature which constantly makes him
instinctively conscious of his duties to
his Creator — Allah and his fellow being.

2. Religion as a source of belief contains
moral education otherwise referred to
as the norms that are acquired and
internalized.

3. The existence of supernatural ruling
power who is the Creator of the
universe with a comprehensive
knowledge of everything.

4. Education as an instrument with which
characters are molded.

5. Education as a medium through which
training norms and experiences are
received. It is therefore understood that
while education serves as the medium
through which experiences and moral
values are acquired, religion remains
the source from which the experience
should be drawn. Hence, religions can
be said to play an important role in
reforming any aspect of societal life
(Ayilara-Dindi, 2006:292).

Education in Islam

In Islam education is the process of
developing balanced growth of the total
personality of man through training of
man’s spirit, intellect, rational feelings and
bodily senses. The fundamental source
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of knowledge in Islam is the Holy Qur’an
which the Muslim believes to be the Master
Book of Revelation, while another basic
source knowledge is the Hadith, i.e. the
compilation of the sayings and deeds of
Muhammad the last Prophet of Islam
(peace be upon him). The core of
education is the attainment of virtue
according to Islam’s set values. Islamic
system of education therefore combines
training with knowledge for the attainment
of this virtue, socially, economically,
politically, culturally, intellectual, morally
and spiritually (Abdulkareem, 1987: P.2).

Education in Islam stems from
Qur’anic injunctions as well as the sayings
of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him). To support this assertion, the
following Qur’anic verses are apposite
here:

a. Surat Al-Anam, Verses 97 & 98 state
that the meanings of revelation become
manifest to those who have knowledge
and understanding.

b. Surat Al-Baqarah, Verse 30 states that
of all things, it is by virtue of knowledge
that man is superior to angels and has
been made vicegerent of God on earth.

c. Surat Al-Baqarah, Verse 269 states that
whosoever has been given knowledge
indeed has been given abundant good.

d. Surat Al-Zumar, Verse 9 states that
those who have knowledge are not
equal to those who have not.

Also some of the sayings of Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) laid
much emphasis on education. For
example, the Prophet (peace be upon
him) was reported to have said:

a. Acquire knowledge, because he who
acquires it in the way of the Lord
performs an act of piety; he who
disseminates it bestows alms and he
who imparts it to other performs an act
of devotion to Allah.

b. God will grant paradise to the parent
who gives his daughter good and
proper education.

c. To seek for knowledge is an acquisition
incumbent on every Muslim male and
every Muslim female.

d. He who leaves his home in search of
knowledge walks in the path of God.

In support of the above, many
eminent scholars of Islam have
encouraged the acquisition of knowledge/
education. For instance, Khalifah Ali bin
Abi Talib, one of the learned, brave and
pious companions of the Prophet (peace
be upon him) once said:

“Knowledge (education) is better
than money

Knowledge rules but money is
governed

Knowledge protects you but you
must protect your money.

Spending diminishes money but
learning grows by expenditure.”

All these stated above show the
importance of education in Islam.
(Abdulkareem, 1987:pp. 3 & 4). When we
look at the first revelation to the Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him) it goes thus:

Read, in the name of your Lord who
created; He created man from a clot;
Read, and your Lord is the most Gracious,
who taught by the pen, He taught man



[ 33 ]

THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, March, 2019

what he did not know”. (Surat Al-Alaq,
Verses: 1-5).

In the above verses certain words
are important i .e. Read, Teach, Pen and
Knowledge. All these words are essentially
instrumental to and connected with
education and learning. They are all direct
pointers to the fact that Islam, as a religion,
keeps education in the background. From
the above discussion one can infer that
Islam promotes both secular and religious
education and any society to be free from
moral bankruptcy. Ojebode (2001) opines
that any society that is morally bankrupt
is sick and things will not go well with that
society. This was the situation among the
Arabs of Jahilliyyah (Pre-Islamic) period
before the appearance of Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) among
them. He, the Prophet, was sent as a
reformer to minimize and possibly
eradicate those ills which he perfectly did
within 23 years through the Holy Qur’an
(the Holy Scripture and Divine Code of
Allah). Hence, the main issue in all
ramifications of man’s life is displacement
of religion which is the basis of moral
education and which man needs for a
reorientation or reform for the pursuit of
positive values that would enhance
decent, disciplined and self-reliant society
or nation of which Nigeria is clamoring for.

Religion as a forgone alternative

Iqbal (1997) states the displacement
of religion from the corridors of education
has become the course of modern age.
This has given rise to secular trends and
undue lust for age as well appropriate
excessive material gains often at the
detriment of divine injunctions. As a result

moral and ethical considerations have
been relegated into  the background and
faith and confidence in the capacity of
Islam to solve the problems  of modern
age have been seriously undermined. The
inferiority in our cultural, social and
educational structures has led to
emulating the European pattern and
adopting the western style in more
pronounced way.

But the role of education remains
incomplete if it fails to develop spirit and
potential for the attainment of national
goals and individual aspirations. However,
these ideals cannot be viewed in the
context of religions on moral values.
Hence, Islam as a religion aims at
balancing the two worlds. In this regard
the Holy Qur’an has this to say:

But seek, with that wealth which
Allah has bestowed on you, the home of
hereafter, and forget not your portion of
lawful enjoyment in this world and do good
as Allah has been good to you, and seek
not mischief in the land. . . .”(Surat Al-
Qasas, Verse 77)

Religion, being the essential part of
education provides basic stimulant to the
spirit of inquiry and search for excellence.
In Islam acquisition of knowledge is the
basic prerequisite to material and spiritual
accomplishments. In the Holy Qur’an Allah
ordains His creatures to request from Him
thus:

“O, Lord give me more knowledge.”
(Surat Taha, Verse 114)

Hence, there is no dichotomy
between religion and education as far as
Islam is concerned. Therefore for success
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in this world and hope in the hereafter,
people must follow the path of truth and
rectitude, wisdom and serenity as devised
by the religion. This path remains
obscured so long it does not form part of
the system of education. A system of
education which displaces religion from
its mains stream of thought cannot do
justice to the fundamentals and the
realities of human life.

In fact science and methods of
higher learning are neither alien to Islam
nor does Islam discourage the pursuit of
knowledge. There are more than 750
verses in the Holy Qur’an which stress
the significance of knowledge and exhort
the believers to undertake studies in all
spheres of the universe including planets
and galaxies. Evidently, the earlier Islamic
period is full of inquiries and discoveries
which opened up new avenues of
research and learning in several
branches. The physical and social
sciences, physics, chemistry, astronomy,
mathematics and philosophy were the
areas of learning in which Muslims were
the pioneers of establishing new
institutions and academics not only in the
Arab world but in parts of Europe as well.
It was the result of their academic
advance that Renaissance took place in
Europe in the 15th and 16th centuries
(Iqbal, 1997: pp. 125-126).

Conclusion

The concepts of education based on
pure materialism cannot cater for the
innate requirement of human development
and transcendental evolution. A secular
based system cannot serve as a valid
foundation for furthering the process of

human growth and civilized life. It always
remains devoid of moral and spiritual
ingredients which form the basis of
civilized and enlightened order. In Islam,
as a religion materialism (progress) and
transcendentalism (moral values) do not
represent two different directions but are
the interrelated constituents of this same
reception i.e. two sides of the same coin.
Therefore it is a recommendation of this
paper that religions and education are both
inseparable if Nigeria sincerely means
serious reform in her educational system.
Hence it is advocated that the government
and some other staunch supporters of
progress should emphasize religious
education in Nigerian schools. And for this
to be achieved, government could, as a
matter of urgency, introduce policies that
will make the learning of Islamic Religious
Knowledge compulsory at all levels of our
educational system, especially for the
adherents of Islam. Also, the religious
centers and organizations should live up
to expectation. Hence, let injunctions of the
Holy Qur’an be taught and imparted into
young ones so that they can live by it.
Furthermore, religious leaders, scholars
in schools, the community and individuals
should go back to the Holy Qur’an to adopt
and emulate the worthy life of Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him). And
finally, home is the bedrock of any nation
charity should begin from every Nigerian
family since family is the first stage of
educational pursuit or the first agent of
socialization while other stages are built
upon the foundation laid at home. In
essence our homes should be the first
school for our children. n
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There is an international well knitted
programme to denigrate Islam and its ideology.
No stone is being left unturned to obliterate it
from the surface of the earth.

There are six queries which are often
raised by others to malign Islam and its
adherents throughout the world.

1. Islam does not promote education.
2. Islam does not give due rights to women.
3. Islam does not l ike cleanliness and

sanitation.
4. Islam fosters terrorism.
5. Islam was spread by sword and this trend

is still prevalent. Thus Muslims convert
others into Islam forcibly.

6. Islam has been out dated and it is the
biggest hindrance and obstacle in the field
of progress and prosperity of human life.

The aforesaid questions are totally wrong
and against the spirit of Islam.The fact is that
Islam has been the most tolerant and egalitarian
of all the religions. It is an open secret that the
sixth century was the darkest phase in the
history of mankind. The moral Fabric of the
society had been torn to shreds. The people
had sunk into complete moral depravity. It was
the Prophet Muhammad who saved them from
the abysmal of destruction and degradation.

There is no denying the fact that the
main purpose of Islam is nothing but to liberate
the soul of people from superstitions and
banalities and emancipate them from the evils
of slavery and degradation and lead them to
the path of salvation, progress and prosperity.
The Holy Quran says: “You are the best people
evolved from mankind. You enjoin what is right
and forbid what is wrong and you believe in
God?” (Al-Quran 3,110)

Reply of the first question:

In the pre-Islamic era scant attention
was paid towards knowledge. It was Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) who used knowledge as

an essential toll for understanding realities of
life. The first Revelation to the Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) was “iqra Bisme Raabi
Kallazi Khalaq” (Read in the name of thy Lord).
Needless to say that the word Quran itself
means recitation, lecture and discourse. So
far as sayings of the Prophet Muhammad are
concerned every volume of “Hadith” has a
chapter called The Book of Knowledge”, a
treasure of learning and education. According
to an estimate the word of “Knowledge” has
been used seven hundred fifty (750) times in
the Holy Quran.

The Holy Prophet says: “Seeking
knowledge is incumbent upon every Muslim
man and woman.” “Seek knowledge from cradle
to the grave.” “Seek knowledge even if one has
go to China.” “The person who brought up three
daughters, embellished them, gave education
to them and took care of them even after their
marriage, his entry to paradise is ensured by
God.”

One of the distinctive features of Islam
is that it forged a close and pious link between
religion and knowledge. There is no denying
the fact that it is Islam which for the first time
made education obligatory for its followers
whereas no other religion attached so much of
importance for acquiring knowledge.

The Holy Quran carries a number of
verses on different branches of knowledge-
Cosmology, Astronomy, Astrology, Physics,
Mathematics, Geology, Botany, Zoology,
Agriculture, Biology, Physiology, Sociology,
Economics, Anthropology, History and the like.

According to the Qur’an God is the
source of all knowledge and he has given
knowledge to man. Some of the knowledge is
revealed by God to the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) through the Qur’an which comprises
essentials of morals and faith etc. and some
knowledge is given to man through his own
effort. This includes knowledge related to the

Modern Challenges And Islam
- Obaidur Rahman Nadwi
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natural phenomena.

Reply of the second question is as under:

Before the advent of Islam women were
no better than animals. They were exploited
and treated like a commercial commodity. They
had no right, no privilege and no status in the
society. Above all the birth of a female child
was” thought to be a curse. The holy Quran
depicts this fact in a quite sublime way: “When
news is brought to one of them of the birth of a
female child, his face darkens and he is filled
with inward grief” (16:58). It is Islam which
raised their position in the society. According
to Islam the world and all things in it are
valuable, but the most valuable thing in the
world is a virtuous woman. At the very out set
Islam bestowed great importance to women.

Strangely, it is generally thought that
women’s liberation movement began between
19th and 20th century. But the fact is that the
last Prophet Muhammad (SWA) favoured the
same 14,00 years ago. Islam bestowed upon
women all kinds of rights whether it be social,
educational, matrimonial, political or economic.
A woman once came to the Prophet and
complained: “My father has forced me to marry
my cousin in order to raise his own status.
The Prophet told her that she was free to
.dissolve that marriage and choose whoever
she wished to marry, she replied: “All right, I
concede to my father’s choice, but my aim
was to let the people know that fathers have
no right to interfere in the marriage” (Ahmad).

It should be noted that even if we have
stepped on the threshold of 21th century which
is considered the century of science and
technology but it seems that we are reverting
back to the dark age. In ancient time people
buried their female infants alive and today we
kill them alive in foeticide itself. This menace
has been a common practice these days. It is
indeed a heinous act. At this juncture we may
recall the admonition of Prophet Muhammad
(SAW). When this verse of the holy Quran “For
what crime she was killed” (81:9) came. The
Prophet along with his companions fanned out
into the streets of Mecca imploring people to

shun the old practice of female infanticide. Then
the Almighty God revealed this verse.” “We have
bestowed the dignity to the children of Adam”
(17:70). The accusation that Islam is insensitive
on gender issue is absolutely wrong and reflect,
the ignorance of Quranic dictates and Prophet’s
sayings.

The prophet Muhammad manifests the
importance of women as follows: “Heaven lies
under the feet of mothers”; “Women are the
twin-halves of men; “If a girl is born to anyone...
And he does not bury her alive nor illtreats her
nor discriminates her (favours his son over her),
Lord shall grant him the bliss of paradise.” The
holy Quran says: “O mankind! Be careful of
your duty to your Lord who created you from a
single soul and from it created its mate and
from them twain hath spread multitude of men
and women. Be careful of your duty towards
God in whom you claim your rights of one
another, and towards the wombs that bore you.
Lo! God hath been a watcher over you.”(4:1).
And again in the Quran: “It is He Who created
you from a single soul and made his mate of
like nature, that he might dwell with her in love.”
(7:189)

An American Judge Pierre Crabites has
rightly said: “Prophet Muhammad (PBHU) was
probably the greatest champion of women’s
rights the world has ever, seen. Islam conferred
upon the Muslim life property rights exactly
the same as her husband. She is free to dispose
and manage her financial assets as she
pleases without let or hindrance from her
husband.”

Despite the above mentioned facts
there is a general feeling that Islam is a great
impediment for women’s progress and
prosperity alleging that Islam orders women to
observe purdah and not let them allow to take
part in outdoor activities. These allegations are
quite contrary to the spirit of Islam. It is Islam’s
distinction that it placed men and women on
equal footing and removed the stigma of
wickedness and impurity from women. As
regards purdah, it is nothing but a tool of
protection of them. Today we see a rise in
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cases of rape, molestation, eve teasing and a
lot of other sexual abuses. No doubt, the main
reason of these menaces is nothing but
nakedness and immodesty. It is purdah alone
which may stop these menaces and provide
safety and security to them. That is why
Almighty Allah said addressing prophet
Muhammad: “O Prophet! tell thy wives and thy
daughters and to women of the believers to
draw their cloaks close round them when they
go abroad. That will be better, so that they may
be recognized and not annoyed. Allah is oft
forgiving, most merciful.” (AI-Ahzab 59)

Reply of the third question is as follows:

Islam is a complete code of life. It
contains a clear and adequate guidance
concerning all aspects of life. As regard
physical hygiene, Islam lays great stress on
it. The holy Quran says: “God loves those who
turn to Him constantly and loves those who
keep themselves pure and clean.” (Al-Quran
2:22). Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:
“Cleanliness is a part of Faith.” He further said:
“Islam has been founded on purity and
cleanliness.”

The verse of the Quran and sayings of
the Prophet show importance and significance
of cleanliness and sanitation in the religion of
Islam.

In this monumental work “Hujjatullah-il-
Baligha” Shah Waliullah writes: “Cleanliness
is of three kinds. One, purification from impurity
(i.e., to attain purity or cleanliness , by taking
bath or performing Wazu  (ablution) in states
in which a bath or Wazu is necessary or
desirable according to the Shariah;  two , to
cleanse one’s body, dress or place from an
impurity or filth; and three, to remove the dirt
or grime that collects in various parts of the
body, such as, the cleaning of teeth and
nostrils, the pairing of nails and the removing
of hair below the navel.

Shah Waliullah’s thought-provoking
words summarized the whole corners of
cleanliness and purification.

The importance of physical purity is

Islam can be realized by the fact that Namaz
which is the main pillar of Islam is not accepted
without purification and cleanliness. The
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) said: “Whoever
is not with Wazu (ablution) his Namaz shall
not be accepted until he performs the wazu
(ablution).

The holy Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
says: “Allah is pure and loves purity, he is clean
and loves cleanliness, He is kind and loves
kindness, and He is generous and loves
generosity; therefore, keep your compounds
neat and clean and do not be like Jews who
gather rotten and stale things in their houses.”

Reply of the fourth question is as
follows:

Islam does not permit wars that are
instigated by racial fanaticism, because there
is no place for it in this religion. According to
Islam all people are from the same origin and
source and they were made into nations and
tribes just to know each other, as confirmed
by the following Quranic words:

“O mankind! We created you from a pair
of a single male and a female, made you into
nation and tribes, that you might know each
other (not that ye may despise each other).
Verily the, most honoured of you in the sight of
Allah is (he who is) the most righteous of you”
(49:13).

Islam suggests ways to combat
terrorism and corruption on earth. The holy
Quran says: “the punishment of those who
wage war against Allah and his apostle and
strive with might and main for mischief through
the land: is execution, or crucifixion, or the
cutting off hands and feet from opposite sides,
or exile form the land. That is their disgrace in
this world and heavy punishment is theirs in
the hereafter” (5:33)

Islamic concept of war is based upon
respect for life. Commenting upon the first
murder in the world when Adam’s son Cain
killed his brother Abel, the Quran declares: “For
this we made it obligatory for, the children of
Israel that whoever kills one person without any



[ 38 ]

THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, March, 2019
person having been killed or for creating
disturbance on the earth, he kills the whole
human race and who saves a life, he saves the
whole human race” (Al-Aaida :32) . The
Almighty Allah has bestowed upon human
beings supreme status and dignity saying, we
have honoured the sons of Adam; provided
them with transport on land and sea; given
them for sustenance things good and pure; and
conferred on them special favors, above a great
part of our creation” (17:70).

Noted Islamic scholar S.Abul Hasan
Ali Nadwi say: “The number of battles fought
by the holy Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was
twenty-seven of twenty-eight while he is
reported to have sent out sixty forays and
expeditions. In all these battles and expeditions
only 1080 persons, Muslims as well as non-
Muslims, lost their lives. The purpose of these
fighting was to restore law and other and order
and protect human life and property from its
senseless destruction. A civilized code of
conduct was prescribed for the warfare which
changed the character of war from persecution
to disciplinary action” (Islam and Civilization,
P. 32).

It is reiterated that Islam forbids
injustice, corruptions and any kind of terrorism.
However, descriptions often branding Muslims
as terrorists and militants indicate at best the
ignorance of Islamic ideology.

Reply of the fifth question is as follows:

Conversion to Islam at the point of
sword is not seen anywhere. The holy Quran
vividly says: “Let there be no compulsion in
religion.” Islam guarantees equality of
opportunity for all without any distinction of
caste and creed and treat them alike. The holy
Quran says: “Your requital shall by yours and
my requital shall be mine.”

S.Ebadur Rahman has precisely said,
“If Islam was spread by force, why is it that
Muslims are in majority in countries like
Indonesia and Malaysia where no Muslims
army ever landed? And why are Muslims in
minority in Spain and India where they ruled
for centuries? What forced the Mongols, the

descendants of Genghis Khan, to convert to
Islam en masse when virtually they had
snatched the sword from the hands of the
Muslim emperors of Baghdad and trampled
them down their feet? And why is Islam the
fastest growing religion in America and Europe
today when forcing somebody there to convert
to Islam is out of question?”

Needless to add that right from the very
outset Islam has been the most tolerance and
egalitarian of all religions. Muslims had ruled
more than 800 years over Spain. But not a
single incident of forceful conversion occurred.
Such cases are also not seen in other countries
under the sway of Muslim rulers including a
longest period of Mughals rule in India.

What to say for forceful conversion to
Islam, the holy Prophet strictly prohibited to
harm or to hurt non-Muslims n any way.
Prophet Muhammad says: “Whoever torments
the Zimmis (non-Muslims) torments me.”

Reply of the sixth question is under:

Islam has never proved to be a barrier
in the progress and development. History
cannot cite any instance from other religions
of the world that has played a leading role in
the field of science and technology as Islam
did. Robert Briffant has rightly said: “Science
is to modern world…. It was not science only
which brought Europe back to life. Other and
manifold influences from the civilization of Islam
communicated its first glow to Europe life.”
(The Making of Humanity, P. 190.)

A well-known Islamic scholar Maulana
S.M. Rabey Hasani Nadwi has rightly said,
“When Europe was passing through darkness
and ignorance of the middles ages, Muslim
world was producing scholars, thinkers,
educationists, eminent masters of physical and
social sciences. European writers have quite
often acknowledged that six hundred years
Europe learnt and benefited from the
researches and treasures of knowledge of
Muslims before commencing on their march
to progress”

In the words of prominent Islamic
scholar late Syed Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi, “There
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is not a single  Sector of European revival which
is not indebted to Islamic thought. Islam
imparted a new glow of life to Europe. (Islam
and the World, P. 88). Similar thoughts are of
Marquis of Dufferin, he says: “It is to Musulman
science, to Musulman art, and the Musulman
literature that Europe has been in a great
measure indebted for its extrication from the
darkness of middle Ages.

Conclusion

Islam, no doubt, is the religion of an
equilibrium between body and soul. It solves
every issue of human life and leads to such a
way in which human beings may live with peace
and amity.

It goes without saying that Islam
introduced Human rights and stressed its
importance. The sermon of the Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) is the first charter of Human
Rights in Islam.

It should be kept in mind that the
terms of Human rights had been alien for a
long time. After the French Revolution of 1789
and American Revolution of 1775, the concept
of Human Rights fostered. Even after Second
World War, United Nation Organization (UNO)
has set up a Human Rights Commission.

Swami Vivekananda says: “My
experience is that if ever any religion
approached to this equality (egalitarianism) in
an appreciable manner, it is Islam and Islam
alone, I am firmly persuaded, therefore, that
without the help of practical Islam, theories of
veganism, however fine and wonderful they may
be, are entirely valueless to the vast mass of
mankind.” (Letters of Swami Vivekananda, P.
463).

The similar thoughts are also of G.B.
Shah, he says: “I have always held the religion
of Muhammand in high estimation because of
its wonderful Vitality. It is the only religion which
appears to me possesses that assimilating
capacity to the changing phase of existing
which can make itself appeal to every age. I
have studied him- the wonderful man and in
my opinion far from being an anti-Christ, he

must be called the savior of humanity. I believe
that if a man like him were to assume the
dictatorship of the modern world, he would
succeed in solving its problems in a way that
would bring it the much needed peace and
happiness. I have prophesied about the faith of
Muhammad that if would be acceptable to the
Europe of tomorrow as it is beginning to be
acceptable to the Europe of today.” (G.B. Shah,
the Genuine Islam, Singapore, Vol. 1, No, 8,
1936).

Islam regards all human beings alike.
Its main plank is to prevail equality and justice
in order to create an atmosphere of peace and
amity in the world. The holy Quran says: “We
verily sent our messengers with clear proofs,
and revealed with them the scripture and the
Balance, that the mankind may observe right
measure; and revealed Iron, wherein is mighty
power and (many) uses for mankind….(LVII:
25) In the words of Sarojini Naidu: “Sense of
justice is one of the most wonderful ideals of
Islam, because as I read in the Quran I find
these dynamic principles of life, not mystic but
practical ethics for the daily conducts of life
suited to the whole world.” (Speeches and
Writings of Sairojini Naidu, Madras, 1918,P
167).

If we study Islam and ponder over its
contributions and services to humanity, we
come across to the conclusion that current
misgivings about Islam are unfounded. Suffice
it to say that Almighty Allah  Himself addressed
the Prophet to say : “O Muhammad!  Say to
people, “To you be your religion, and to me
mine.” (109:6). That is why the Prophet never
compelled Jews or Christians to accept Islam.
The Holy Quran strongly advocates that “There
shall be no coercion on matters of faith.”
(2:256).

It will be in the fitness of things that
one should know Islam before leveling any
allegation against it. It is time to foster
brotherhood and fraternity regardless of caste,
creed, colour and region and create an
atmosphere of peace and amity throughout the
world. n
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