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Malice a_
Serious Evil

).

S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

The thing that the Prophet of
Allah, blessings and peace be on him,
has denounced most after Shirk
(ascribing partners to Allah) is malice.
It is related in a Tradition that in the
Night of Deliverance in which Aliah
generously forgives the sinful, three
kinds of people are not granted
forgiveness: persons disobedient to
their parents, habitual drunkards, and
those who nourish ill-will and malice
for other Muslims. The Prophet,
blessings and peace be on him, has
specially instructed Muslims to remain
mindful of the rights of relationship on
one another. It comes in another
hadith that the Prophet, blessings and
peace be on him, said that Allah had
ordered him to do nine things, one of
which was “that | establish relationship
with him who severs relationship with
me, forgive him who offends me, and
give him who withholds from me.” It is
not really a matter of credit that one
should treat those courteously with
whom he has good relationship. Islam
urges upon its adherents that they

treat even those with courtesy and
goodwill who hurt them. .j
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That this chapter is Makkan is the opinion of
most of the commentators (Qurtubi), but not
of all (Shawkani). .

That there is neither any contradiction within
it, nor anything that does not agree with what
is sound and reasonable (Zamakhshari,
Razi). In Asad’s words, “The above phrase is
meant to establish the direct, unambiguous
character of the Qur'an and to stress its
freedom from obscurities and internal
contradictions..” Yusuf Ali has an improved
comment: “Some people’s idea of a Sacred
Book is that it should be full of mysteries -
dark comers, ambiguous expressions, words
so far removed from human speech that they
cover anything or nothing. Pagan oracles
were couched in language which suggested
one meaning to the hearer and claimed to
have the very opposite meaning in the light
of events which actually happened
subsequently. They were. distinctly crooked,
not straight.” : :
Straighforward, that It may warn of a severe
chastisement from Him, and give good tidings
unto the faithful who work righteous deeds,
that theirs will be a goodly reward.
Commentary: (Surah Al-kahaf, A-2)

That is, one that straightens up others; in
other words, | or straightening them up -
Razi..one that leads to the straight path of
divine guidance. (Razi). That it is a guardian
over other revealed scriptures,is another
possible copnotation (Zamakhshari, Qurtubi).
-} Thus, the lack of” ‘iwaj” speaks of its internal
perfection, whilc “qayyim” speaks of its quality
of perfecting others,or straightening them up-
Razi.

Ibn ‘Abbas (Ibn Jarir) however gave the
meaning as reflected in the present
Ltianslation. ) .

(G - (r )
[ Wisdom of Qur'an 1

Praise to Allah who sent down upon His slave P earls F rom the

the Book, and has not placed any

crookedness therein.(Surah Al-kahaf, A-1) PI’Op het Mohammad
Commentary: ‘ (PBUH)

Itis related by Umamah that (once) a person
asked the Apostle of God: “How much is the
claim of parents lon their children ?” “They
are your Heaven and Hell, * the Apostle of,
God replied.

- Ibn Majah

Commentary:

It shows that if a person obeys his parents
and attends to their needs and comforts and
keeps them happy, he will attain Paradise.
On the other hand, whoever is rude and
disobedient to his parents and offends them
by ignoring their feelings or causing them
grief in any other way is destined to make
his home in Hell.

-Tirmizi

Itis related by Abdullah b. Amr b. al-Aas that
the Apostle of God said: “In the good pleasure
of father lies tlte good pleasure of God, and,
in his displeasure, the displeasure of God.”

Commentary:

The purport of it is that anyone who seeks to
please God, should earn the good pleasure
of his father. To keep the parerits well-phiased
is essential to the earning of the countenance
of the Lord while the anger and displeasure
of the father leads to His anger and
displeasure. In it, the word Walid is used
which means ‘father,’ while the equivalent for
‘mother’ in Arabic is Walidah. Thus, mother
is not specipcally mentioned in this Tradition,
but as it is distinctly stated in the Tradition
we are now going to discuss, the position ‘of
mother is even higher than that of father and,
as such, her pleasure or displeasure will carry
an equal Significance. n
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Editor’s Note &<
Let Ayodhya rest in peace

In 1528 Meer Baqi, a commander
of the Emperor Babar built a mosque on
the ruins of some old structure at Ayadhya
on the bank of river Saryu. The river and
so also the Ayodhya both carry historical

. importance. The area was once ruled by
" a family in which Rama was born. There
are hundreds of mythological stories about
the life and time of Rama and his
association with this part of land. It was
almost after three hundred years of the
construction of mosque, in 1853 a section
of Hindus raised a storm that the place
where the mosque stands is the birth place
of Rama. In 1859 the British government
which by then had established its rule in
“Thdia intervened and a certain portion of
the mosque’s compound was separated
and given to Hindus for worshiping. It was
after independence that a biased District
Magistrate K.K. Nayyar was posted in
Faizabad and on his instigation, an idol of
Rama was placed inside the mosque in
December 1949. The mosque was
~declared a disputed place and both
Hindus and Muslims filed civil suits for the
settlement of the dispute. In 1984 and
onwards a militant Hindu organisation
Vishwa Hindu Parishad, an off-short of
RSS launched a country wide campaign
that a Temple should be built in place of
mosque. The movement assumed political
tones and got momentum to consolidate
majority community on religious lines. On
December 6, 1992 right under the nose
, of prominent BJP/VHP/RSS leaders the
ancient Babri Mosque of an archieval
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value was demolished. The country was
thrown into the hearth of violence and
thousands of lives were lost in different
parts of the country.

Sixty years after the matter first
went into litigation, a special full Bench of
the Allahabad High Court (Lucknow
Bench) has ruled that the disputed land
in Ayodhaya where Babri Mosque stood
for 500 years until it was demolished in
1992 shall be divided into three parts. A
two third portion to be shared by two Hindu
plaintiffs and one third will be given to
Muslims.

A senior Indian journalist Dileep
Padgaonkar writing under the caption
“The Muddle Path” in the Times of India
(October 2, 2010) has analysed the issue
in a thought-provoking way. It is
worthwhile to reproduce it here for the
consumption of our readers :

The verdict of the Lucknow bench

of the Allahabad High Court on the title

suits related to the disputed site in
Ayodhya makes you wonder whether
anything straight can ever emerge from
the crooked timber of the majoritarian
mind. The three parties involved in the
suits - the Nirmohi Akhara, the Sunni
Central Board of Wagqgf and the Ramlalla
Virajman - had expected, on wholly
reasonable grounds, that the court would
rule in favour of one or the other side
without a trace of ambiguity. What the:
three judges decided instead was to
trifurcate the land and hand it over to the
litigants in equal parts.

Among the factors that led them
to do so, the most intriguing by far is the
cachet of legality that they have bestowed
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on belief and faith. Both, we had assumed,
naively as it turns out, had to be kept
outside the ambit of the court. Here,
judges weigh evidence rooted in
incontrovertible facts, examine the
pertinence of reasoned arguments and
proceed to deliver a judgement that
conforms, in letter and spirit, with the laws
prevalent in the land. But by their very
nature, faith and belief have no factual
basis. They are above reason. And if push
comes to shove, they aren’t answerable
to norms of legality laid down by mere
mortals.

This is the road that the three
judges chose to tread. They looked upon
Lord Ram not as a mythological figure
who, given his exemplary life and
character, dwells in the hearts of millions
of Hindus, but as a historical character.
This explains the court’s willingness to
identify the precise location of his place
of birth. The exercise did not call for a
shred of evidence. None was sought and
none was forthcoming. It was undertaken
simply because the faith and belief of
Hindus decreed that the Lord was born
under the central dome of the mosque that
was razed to the ground.

Once faith and belief are factored
into a resolution of a legal tangle, you
embark, swiftly and surely, on the slippery
slope of majoritarian conceit. Both can well
come into play if a settlement is discussed
outside the confines of a court. Attempts
to this effect have indeed been made
since 1992. Each one has failed. The
reason, quite simply, is .that when the
sangh parivar asked for a compromise, It
in fact wanted the Muslims to renounce

their claims to the disputed area “out of
respect’ for Hindu sentiments”. That was ~«
no compromise solution at all. It was a
summons to surrender.

For this very reason, the Muslims
asserted time and again that they would
like the case to be examined in a court of
law and that they would abide by its
verdict. This affirmation of trust in the
judiciary is easily explained. They had "
every right to expect the court to focus on
the title suits without taking into account
considerations that were extraneous to the
judicial process.

The biggest infirmity of Thursday’s
verdict, therefore, is that the court treated
Lord Ram as a ‘juristic person’. In the eyes
of the law, a deity or an idol is thus entitied
to be piaced on par with flesh-and-blood
litigants. The sheer brazenness of thi§™
stand, which belittles the exalted stature
of Hinduism’s most revered, divinity,
makes you wince.

After this bit of ‘creative’ legal
thinking, the other infirmities in the verdict
appear to be no more than trifles. Take
the issue of whether or not a mosque was
built after demolishing a temple. From all |
accounts, the findings of the
Archaeological Survey of India were
incomplete at best and at worst,
misleading. At any rate, experts are
divided on the subject. But that did not
persuade the judges to exercise a bit of
circumspection.

But assume for a moment that

Babar did order the destruction of a temple
and the construction of a mosque in its
place. How can you apply the laws of the €
(continued on page 13)
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It is common knowledge that
Muslims’ read the Qur'an every day
and they try to read it as much as
possible. Generally speaking, when
. one comes across something amazing
"which perplexes one, this effect
gradually disappears. One does not
eternally remain in a state of perplexity.
However, let me relate my own
experience. This, incidentally, forms
the main point of my speech. To revert
to my  experiences, whenever | read
this verse of the Holy Qur’an: ‘If you
do not do this [i.e. spread the message
“of Islam], there will be persecution and

great corruption in the land.’ (al-anfal
8: 73), | am reminded that Allah
addresses the Muslims in it, both
Muhajirun and Ansar. The number of
Muhajirun who migrated from Makka
to Madina were only a few hundred.
For migration is not an easy job. |t
involves abandoning one’s hearth and
home, separation from kith and kin and
forfeiting those privileges which one
inherits locally. So the number of
Muhajirun was quite insignificant. In
addition, the inhabitants of Madina had
not embraced Islam in large numbers
by this time. As is evident from Hadith,
the Prophet thrice ordered the census
of Muslims. In the first census, their
number stood at 500, in the second
between 600 and 700 and in the third

v* Speech delivered at the Islam:c
Foundation, U. K.

The Role of Muslim Ummah*

- S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

at. 1,5600. The Muslims considered
even this figure of 1,500 quite high.
They thanked the Allah and were
gratified to know that their number had
reached such proportions. They now
felt somewhat secure and assured. For
there was a time not in the distant past,
when they dare not perform prayers
simply for fear of being attacked. They
were subject to constant persecution
at the hands of their enemies.

So, it was only a hand full of
Muslims that entered the fold of Islam
atthattime. Yet the responsibility
entrusted to them was such that they
had to carry out the spread of their
message of guidance to the whole
mass of humanity around them.
Obviously the great majority of people
in the world then had not heard of
Islam, let alone accepted the faith. The
world was then dominated by two
empires with their distinct cultures,
ways of life, ideal and values. These
empires exercised absolute cultural
hegemony over the rest of the world.
They stood out as models for other
nations. Take, for example, the general
currency enjoyed by Roman law all
over the world. Likewise the Persian
civilization had made its way even into
India and other far-off lands.

Whenever | read the verse |
have just quoted, | am struck with
wonder and amazement. It is simply
beyond me to appreciate that this

[7]
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directive was given to a handful of
people at a time when they were so
few in number and so confined to a
particular place. The last census which
put the figure of Muslims at 1,500 was
conducted, according to some
scholars of Hadith and researchers, on
the eve of the Battle of Uhud which
took place in 3H. Some scholars,
however, hold that .the census was
taken at time of the battle of Ditch
(which is known as the battle of
Confederates) in 5H. Anyway the
period to which the census stretches
at most to five years. What is really
significant, however is that these
1,600-2,000 Muslims are asked to
unite and make a new unit based in
faith, the Qur'an, sound beliefs and
under the supervision and guidance of
the Prophet Muhammad (péace be
upon him).

They were asked to constitute
this unit so as-to disseminate the
message of Islam and to liberate
mankind from Jahiliyah ( a lifestyle
characterized by unbridled freedom
and self-gratification) and to invite
them to Islam (worshipping God and
total surrender to Him). They are told
that if they do not do so, it will engender
great mischief and corruption in the
~ world.

This makes me ponder over the
relationship between the addressees
of this directive and the magnitude of
the task laid upon them. However, as
the adage goes in both the Arabic and
Persian languages, something that
may be small quantitatively may be

invaluable qualitatively. A few people _
can achieve a lot. Although this
directive was made to a small band of
people, they were quite worthy in terms
of their quality. The decisive factor is,
in fact, quality and not mere quantity.
Little wonder, then, that this small band
of people which excelled in quality
proved its mettle by bringing about an .
epoch-making revolution. It broughtan
end to the Persian empire. Not only
was the empire subjugated, Islam
struck a death-blow to its ideals and
values. For it is the way of life, thought-
patterns and ideals that hold their sway
over life. The very part of the word -
Persia-which was considered the ideal
for cultural and civilization till the last
days of Caliphate of ‘Umar (“mayAllah _
be pleased with him), or the last phase—
of the Rightly -Guided Caliphate, had
lost its prestigious position. The norms
of this ideal were under constant
change. Islam brought about a total
transformation in peoples ideals,
norms and ideological subjugation to
the two great empires of the day- the
Persian and the Roman. The ideals of
these cultures were no longer '

_considered as the yardsticks to

measure one's position. Rather
obedience to Allah and emulation of
the Prophet Muhammad’s (peace be
upon him) Sunnah, following the
footsteps of the Prophet’s Companions
(may Allah be pleased with them) in
all departments of life - be it culture,
one’s social life, customs and rituals,

dress and all outward forms - were .

taken as the standard. This change
affected everyone, rich and poor alike,

[8]
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_ the powerful and the ordinary, as is
" borne out by history.

It is common knowledge that
lifestyles change and so do cultural
forms. However; standards of honour
and dishounour, knowledge and
ignorance, change very slowly and with
much difficulty. It often takes centuries
_ to effect such a change. Reading the
history of human civilization, it is readily
observable that certain standards
affecting thought - patterns held their
sway for centuries. One may readily
change one’s actions. However, in the
wake of the new faith - Islam - both
the worldview and people’s thought
patterns were changed as well. A
worldview is of immense significance
in that it rules the way of life. We
“~witness that in many Islamic countries
the standards set by Western power
and culture have still not changed.
Their standards of honour, nobility,
prosperity, poverty, ignorance,
knowledge, progress and
backwardness are still the same one
as implanted by the colonial masters.

Seen against this backdrop It
should be recalled that only a handful
of Muslims who were constantly
subjected to persecution were called
upon to bring about a revolution
throughout the world. They were
entrusted with the onerous
responsibility of following and leading
others to a path characterized by
Godliness, God-consciousness, love
for fellow human beings, sacrifice and
divine guidance. It is for us to note what
degree of success this small band of

Muslims achieved in discharging this
responsibility. Though they were few
in number, by dint of their intrinsic
qualities and virtues, they achieved a
great success. For a better
appreciation of this success one may
read books written after the 6th century
AD in various languages, especially in
English.

| must congratulate you on
choosing such a suitable place for
establishing the Islamic Foundation.
You have been carrying out this
valuable work in the very heart of
Western civilization. If a movement is
initiated from here on any major
Western country or a major centre of
Western civilization, it will be a force
to reckon with in terms of its appeal
and depth. | very much pray that those
living in these Western countries may
realize a quest for the truth and feel
the vacuum that mars their life. That
they ask for breaking away from this
life of darkness, of self-gratification,
and of narrow vision. It is worth
recalling here that the Qur’an often
uses the plural form for darkness, i.e.
zulmat and the singular form for light,
i.e.al-Nur. For example, take this
recurring Qur’anic statement: ‘Allah
brings them out of every darkness into
light’ (al-Bagarah 2:257). We thus learn
that there are many varieties of
darkness, whereas there is only one
light. | am sure the Westerns will soon
realize that they can derive this light
only from Islam.

However, this can be achieved
only when the lives and conduct of

[9]
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Muslims are marked by excellence. |
recently related an episode at the
Oxford Central Mosque. Let me repeat
it here for it gives me immense
pleasure every time | recount it. When
Sayyid Ahmad Shahid (1786-1831)
won over Peshwar (presently in
Pakistan) and his army were
encamped there, a local inhabitant
took one of his companions aside and
said to him: ‘I want to ask you
something. Do tell me correctly and
frankly’. To this Sayyid Ahmad Shahid’s
companion agreed. He said: ‘Are you
and vyour fellow army men
shortsighted? Can’t you look at things
atadistance?’ He replied: ‘No, it is not
so. We can see things at a distance.
You can test me. | will tell you what is
situated at a distance’. He however still
persisted and said: ‘No! there is
definitely something wrong, | believe
you have this disability by birth.” The
companion asked: ‘Tell me, why are
you asking it?’ The local inhabitant
said: ‘| have been watching your army
encamped here for several weeks.
Some of you have been away from
home for months and others for years.
Some of you are married while others
are bachelors. However we have not
seen you looking at any local women.
In view of this observation, the only
reason we can think of is that you are
shortsighted. For there is plenty of
beauty and youth around you.
However, we have not seen you ogling
local women.’ The comparnion replied:
‘Praise be to Allah, there is no fault in
our sight. However we are led by this

Qur’anic directive: “ Say to the
believing men that they should lower
their gaze and guard their modesty” (al-
Nur 24:30). Moreover, our leader has
instructed us to behave in this manner,
a point which is set forth in the following
Qur'anic verse: “ 0 Believers! If you fear
Allah, He will grant you a criterion (to
judge between right and wrong)™” (al-
Anfal 8:29).

| conclude my speech with two
couplets from Igbal’s poetry which are
quite befitting in terms of their purport
about the position and role of Muslims.

You are, indeed, the trustee of the
original (pledge of) honour.

You are the right and left (hand) of
the Ruler of the  Universe.

Made of earth! You belong to time —3

and space, as welll

Drink up the wine of faith; get away
from the idol-house of doubt!
Wake up, wake up,

wake up from this deep slumber.
And arisel!

Seek refuge from the heart-
captivating snares of the Franks.
Stay aloof from their sweetness and
their aristocracy.

Europe’s Genghis-like tyrants have
turned the world into a barren waste.
O! builder of the Ka’bah! Rise, once
more, to construct this ruined world.
Wake up, wake up, wake up from
this deep slumber! And arise!!

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the

Universe.
]

[10]
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The Importance and Need of Social Reform

The teachings of Quran and
Hadith clearly imply the importance of
following the Islamic Shariah and
leading their lives according to its
- guidance for Muslims, The Shariah
guides Muslims in all aspects of life
and it resolves all their problems. And
ignoring this Shariah is a shear
misfortune for them; rather it is
displeasing to Allah. This exempts the
Muslim from the blessings and
guidance of their Lord. In fact it leads
to greater prospects of being seized
_inAllah’s court. Allah has clearly stated
™in his book, The Holy Quran that He
does not accepts the transgression
from the limits of Shariah.

“And who so seeketh as religion other

than the Surrender (to Allah) it will not
be accepted from him, and he will be
a loser in the Hereafter. “(Al imran:
verse 85)

“Is it a judgment of the time of (pagan)
ignorance that they are seeking? Who
is belter than Allah for judgment to a
people who have certainty (in their
belief)?” (Al maida: verse 50)

Allah (swt) has sent His religion
and Shariah to Muslims through His
last Prophet Mohammed (pbuh) and
has declared that following His
. prophet's command is mandatory. A
Muslim cannot remain a Muslim as

- S. M. Rabey Hasani Nadvi

long as he does -not agree with His
decision.

“But no, by your Lord, they can have
no Faith, until they make you (0
Muhammad) judge in all disputes
between them, and find in themselves
no resistance against your decisions,
and accept (them) with full
submission.” (An-Nisa: verse 65)

It is very unfortunate that
Muslims have become ignorant of their
Shariah. Instead of following the
Islamic commandments and traditions
they are following the un-Islamic
rituals, which on one hand is a source
of inviting Allah’s and his prophet'’s
(pbuh) displeasure and on the other
hand it has made it difficult for them to
remain Muslims. Instead of following
their natural religion, they have
resorted to uncivilized, extravagant and
useless ways of life.

The reasons for such a
deplorable condition can be attributed
to their negligence in matters of faith,
submission to desires and to the
ignorance of Shariah. To remove this
negligence and submission to desires,
proper counseling and preaching is
needed and ignorance can be cured
by making them aware of the laws of
Shariah.

Here in this country, the

[11]
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constitution is based on secularism.
Moreover Muslims form a minority.
Thus, nothing can be expected from
the government. The members of
Islamic community can only shoulder
the responsibility, because the onus to
work for the betterment of society lies
on them only. In regards to the relation
of Islamic Shariah with that of the
constitution and the judiciary of the
country, Alhumdulillah, Muslim
Personal Law Board has assumed the
responsibility of defending the Shariah
and also removing the misconception
regarding it. It has helped to change
the laws that were contradictory to
Islamic Shariah.It also ponders over
complex matters and has been putting
in tireless efforts to resolve them.

The other area of work is that
of making the Muslims follow the
Islamic Shariah, which in itself is a vast
and important area of concern. The
board has started working in
cooperation with various community
organizations in the name of Social
Reform, a widespread and tireless
area of work. Itis needed that meetings
be held in different places to prevent
common Muslims from breaking the
laws of Shariah for their success in this
world and also in the Here after.

Unimportant extravagance and
pomposity in marriage ceremonies,
reckless spending and uncivilized
traditions displeases Allah and His
Prophet (pbuh) and at the same time
those valuable resources are wasted

which could have been used in building
a better future for the couple and for -
more important works of the
community. It is also a burden for the
parents of the couple. It is needed that
the people are asked for its rectification
and they should be made to
understand that for temporary fun and
fame they are ruining their financial |
resources. Apart from being unable to
fulfill the genuine needs of the
community they also displease Allah
and His last Prophet, which is harmful
for them irrboth the worlds.

By not following the useful and
balanced way of Nikah and marriage
set by Islamic Shariah, the relation
between the couple sometimes
becomes sour. Because of some bitter™
and cruel system it leads to separation,
divorce and even the loss of life. It is
true that sometimes even by following
the right path, separation takes place
and thus, Shariah has provided with
the option of Talag-and has also
informed about its proper way of
execution, i.e. firstly close relatives
should try to resolve the issue between
the couple and if it is does not succeed
then divorce should be pronounced
once a month for three months.
Different schools of thought in extreme
need allow pronouncing talaq thrice in
one go for final separation. Though
there are reasons for it but still it is
detested. After deciding for complete
separation, it is advised to act with %
mutual respect and also to present gifts

[12]
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the Commander wanted to punish him
for desertion, when he brake a stone
with an arrow and said, “When these

arrows make no impression on these

people, it is useless to fight them, for
Allah is with them.” The grandfather of
Abu Rija’ the Persian used to say, ‘I
was present at the battle of Qadisiyah,
for | was a Magian at the time. When
the Arabs commenced shooting, we
thought their arrows were needles. But
those needles destroyed out empire.
When Egypt was invaded, the Bishop
of Alexandria wrote to the Copts,

“Rumi Empire is at an end. Go and join

the Muslims. “

There were other reasons as
well which helped in the spread of
Islam. There were Arab tribes settled
in Iraq and Syria, who had become
Christians. They were naturally more
disposed to accept a prophet who was
an Arab than one of any other nation.
As time passed, more arid more of
them came into the fold of Islam. lt was
for this reason that more new converts
came to Islam at this time from among
the Arabs than from any other race.
Another circumstance that contributed
to the spread of Islam was the
conversion of some high-placed
religious personalities. For instance, on
the conquest of the city, the Bishop of
Damascus, Ardkun by name, accepted
Islam at the hands of Khalid. WWhen the
leader became Muslim, his followers
too must have been strongly attracted

towards the new faith.

These various causes led to the
rapid and wide spread of Islam. It is a
pity none of our authorities made a
special study of this movement, in the
absence of which it is not possible to
make an estimate of the numbers of
people who embraced Islam during the
reign of ‘Omar. Incidental statements
are, however, scattered here and
there, from which we cite a few.

CONVERTS TO ISLAM DURING
‘OMAR’S CALIPHATE

When Jalula was conquered
towards the close of 16 A.H., big
landlords and leading men embraced
Islam of their own accord. The more
influential and famous among them
were: Jamil b. Basbah, Bustam b.
Narsi, and Rafil and Firuz.

When the leaders became
Muslims, the faith spread rapidly
among their followers.

On the fall of Qadisiyah the
whole of the Dailamite force, four
thousand strong, who had been
specially trained by Khusrau Parwez
and formed the imperial guard,
embraced Islam.

Mention has been made, in the
last chapter, of Syah, the commander
of Yezdgird’s vanguard. At the time the
Muslim army arrived at Tustar, Syah
was in the neighbourhood with his
officers. One day he spoke to his
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officers and said, “We used to say
these people (the Arabs) would one
day conquer our country. We are
seeing the fulfilment of the prophecy.
It would be well, therefore, if we
embraced Islam of our own accord.”
So they became Muslims forthwith.
They were called Asawarah. The
Asawarah canal in Kufah is named
after them. On their conversion the
Siabajah, Zatt and Andghar also
became Muslims. The three tribes
were originally from Sind, who had
been brought away as prisoners of war
in the reign of Khusrau Parwez and
enrolled in the army.

Islam spread rapidly also in
Egypt. The inhabitants of some towns
in Egypt had offered resistance to ‘Amr
b. al ‘As. As they did not form part of
any army and had no right to fight, ‘Amr
had them captured and punished them
by selling them into slavery in Arabia.
The Caliph had them collected from
all over Arabia with the greatest care
and sent them back to their homes,
with a word to the governor that the
people were free to embrace Islam or
remain in their former faith as they
pleased. From among these people
the inhabitants of Balhaib voluntarily
entered the fold of Islam to a man.9
When the Muslim armies conquered
Damietta and advanced further, Islam
spread throughout from Baqurah and
Drawatah to ‘Asqalan in Syria.

Shata was a well-known town

of Egypt and was noted for its textiles.
The chief of this place had heard of
Muslims and was inclined towards
them even before they arrived in the
country. When the Muslim army
reached Damietta, he left Shata with
two thousand men, joined the Muslims
and embraced Islam with all his
followers.

Fustat founded by ‘Amr b. al-’
As where Cairo stands now, had three
big quarters in which mostly new
converts were settled. One quarter was
named Banu Nabah after a Greek
family which had embraced Islam. One
hundred men of this family were in the
Muslim army which conquered Egypt.

The second quarter was called Banu _-a

al-Arzaq, named after another Greek
family of converts to Islam, which was
so numerous that four hundred of them
took part in the Egyptian war. The third
quarter was called Rubil after a big
Jewish family who lived formerly at
Yarmuk and Caesaria and, on
embracing Islam, accompanied ‘Amr
b. al-'As to Egypt. Ten thousand men
of this clan participated in the conquest
of Egypt.

Another quarter in Fustat was
inhabited entirely by Magian new
converts to Islam and was for this
reason called Pars i- colony. They
belonged originally to the army of
Badhan whom Anusherwan had
appointed governor of Yaman. When
Islam reached Syria, they embraced
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Islam and went over to Egypt with ‘Amr
b. al-'As.

Similarly, from other scanty
information scattered here and there,
we learn that Islam spread far and wide
throughout the empire. Baladhuri,
writing about Balis, says that Abu
‘Ubaida settled those Arabs at this
place who lived formerly in Syria and
had embraced Islam. Azdi writes of the
battle of Yarmuk: “When the Rumi
army arrived at Yarmuk, the local
inhabitants who had embraced Islam
were sent as spies and were instructed
not to let the Rumis know that they
were Muslims, lest the enemy should
become suspicious about them. “
Writing of the events of 14 A .H., Tabari
says, many Persians, some of whom
had embraced Islam before the battle
while others did it after, gave much help
to the Muslim army.

It is evident from these
statements that Islam spread widely in
the blessed reign of 'Omar, not by the
sword but by virtue of its own beauty
and excellence.

Besides the spread of the faith
was the task of making provision for
instruction in the teachings of religion.
The things upon which the whole fabric
of Islam depended had to be preserved
and spread in the empire. The
foremost of these task was the
preservation of the Holy Qur’ an and
provision for public instruction in it.

Shah Waliullah has most aptly
remarked about the services that
‘Omar rendered in this behalf, that
whoever from the vast body of Muslims
reads the Holy Qur'an today carries on
himself a debt of gratitude to the Great
Faruq.

COLLECTION AND ARRANGEMENT
OF THE HOLY QUR’ AN

It is obvious that the basis of
Islam is the Holy Qur’an, nor can it be
denied that the collection and
arrangement of the Holy Qur’ an and
the preservation and spread
throughout the empire of the correct
codex was due entirely to the care and
labours of ‘Omar the Great. It
happened this wise. The Holy Qur'an
was not collected in one place during
the life time of the Holy Prophet. The
various parts were in the possession
of different Companions and were
written on bones, palm-leaves or stone
tablets. Not many had the whole
Qur’an by heart, though almost all of
them could recite portions from
memory. Hundreds of Companions
were slain in the battle against
Masailamah the Liar in the reign of Abu
Bakr. many of them had the Qur’an by
heart. This made ‘Omar anxious about
the safety of the Holy Qur’ an. So he
went to Abu Bakr and said, *“ If those
who carry the Holy Qur’ an in their
breasts were to die at this rate, the
Book would be lost. Arrangements
must, therefore, be made forthwith for
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its collection and preservation. “ Abu
Bakr said he could not do what the Holy
Prophet had omitted to do. ‘Omar
stressed the wisdom and necessity of
the step again the again, until Abu Bakr
agreed with him. The duty of writing
down the revelation had been done
mostly by Zaid b. Thabit. He was sent
for and commissioned to collect the
various Suras and verses of the Holy
Qur’an, and a proclamation was made
in public assembly that whoever had
learnt any portion of the Holy Qur'an
from the Holy Prophet should bring it
forth. Everyone who brought any
verses had to produce two witnesses
that they had seen those verses in
writing in the lifetime of the Holy
Prophet. When all the Suras had thus
been collected, a committee was
appointed to have the whole Qur’an
copied in one volume under their
supervision. S'ad b. al-'As dictated and
laid b. Thabit wrote the Qur’an, The
committee were directed that in case
they differed with regard to the
pronunciation of any word, they should
write it according to the pronunciation
of the Mudar tribe, as the Qur’ an had
been revealed in the language of the
Mudar.

Some other steps were also
necessary for the preservation of the
correct text of the Holy Qur’ an. Firstly,”
that it should be spread extensively and
hundreds of men should be set to learn
the text by heart, so that no possibility

should remain of the corruption of the
text in any wise. Secondly, that the
vowel marks and the correct forms of
words should be preserved, and
thirdly, that copies should be made of
the Holy Book and spread far and wide
in the empire. ‘Omar carried out the
three operations with such
thoroughness that more could not be
done.

ARRANGEMENT FOR THE
TEACHING OF THE HOLY QUR’AN

Schools were opened for the
teaching of the Holy Qur’an throughout
the empire, and salaried teachers
were appointed to teach therein.
Accordingly, it is also regarded as one

of the innovations of ‘Omar that he put_3

teachers on the pay roll.

In view of the economic
conditions of the age the salaries were
not small. For instance, the teachers
at children’s schools at Madinah were
paid fifteen dirhams a month. The
teaching of the Holy Qur’an to
Bedouins was compulsory, and one
Abu Sufyan was appointed to tour the
Bedouin tribes with a few men,
examined each member of a tribe and
punished those who had learnt no
portion of the Holy Qur’an by heart.

Children’s schools also taught
how to write, and orders were sent
throughout the provinces that children
should be taught writing and riding.
Abu ‘Amir Sulaim, one of the reporters
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have been fighting against Islamists in
 Arab countries to preserve worst kinds
of dictatorships. The popular voices
against authoritarian rules in the
Middle East have never found any
support from the international
community. On the other hand, the
hereditary dictatorial monarchs enjoy
the blessings of the Western powers.
Thus, in the absence of any
democratic and political rights, ,the
people in most of the Muslim countries
feel disgruntled and alienated. Also,
the authoritarian regimes do not leave’
any space for the moderates or
democratic groups. Hence, the lack
rather denial of political participation
provides a fertile breeding ground for
™~violent activities. Thus, the much
needed and ever awaited
democratisation is a solution to rapidly
growing terrorism.

There is no denying the fact that
Islam is being used by many Muslim
groups for political indoctrination but
Islam should not be blamed for this
phenomenon. In fact, there are many
reasons for this and the reasons are
more political, economic and cultural
than religious. One should know that
it is not Islam which is guiding the
people to fight or to resist but it is the
people who use Islam for sanctifying
their movements or acts.

This is not to deny the existence

» of all comprehensive ideology or

doctrine of resistance in Islam against
all forms of injustices, exploitation,
repression and victimization. The
concept of Jihad is very much there in
Islamic precept: which makes it
incumbent upon every Muslim to fight
against all forms of exploitation and
repression. As a matter of fact, after
the dismantling of communism/
socialism, and the ideology of
nationalism which had inspired many
national liberation struggles against the
colonialist exploitation there is no any
ideology except Jihad which could
inspire and motivate people to resist
the onslaught of Neo-imperialism. This
is the reason that the Muslim groups
are using or misusing Islam for
providing justification to their
movements whether violent or
peaceful. However, there is no dearth
of Ulema (Islamic clerics) who have
denounced and condemned in
unequivocal terms the legitimization of
violence on the basis of Islam. At the
same time it is desirable to mention
that there is a tacit unanimity amongst
the Ulema and the Umma (masses)
that the means of the Islamist groups
may be wrong but the goal they want

to achieve is in complete harmony with

the spirit of Islam.

Thus, while levelling baseless
charges against a great religion and
its followers, the scholars and
journalists should know that terrorism
is not a monopoly of Islam and its
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followers. Of course Islam has a clear-
cut ideology of Jihad, which has been
misunderstood by many including the
followers of Islam themselves. In fact,
Jihad is a constant struggle against evil
within or without. The Jihad may be
peaceful, persuasive as well as violent
or by the sword/weapon. But the Jihad
is to be applied or adopted with utmost
care. In no case it should be against
innocent people. The Holy Book Quran
has already mentioned that there shall
not be any compulsion in religion. The
Holy Quran also warns “he who killed
any person unless it be a person guilty
of man-slaughter, or of spreading
chaos in the land, should be looked
upon as though he had slain all
mankind, and he who saved one shall
be regarded as though he had saved
the lives at all mankind.” Every one is
free to choose and

practise his/her own religion. So,
suicide bombing aimed at killing
innocent people is not an act of Jihad
but an act of terrorism, which is
prohibited in Islam.

Thus Jihad should not be taken
as ‘a holy war fought by Muslims,
against those who reject Islam’ (as
defined by the Oxford Advanced
Dictionary). It seems that this distorted
version of Jihad has been taken by
many of the followers of Islam and the
opponents as well. Hence it can be
concluded that there is nothing like

Islamic about terrorism. The act of
terrorism is un-Islamic.

Imperialist propagandists say
that the Islamists are trying to force the
people of free nations to embrace their
religion and culture. In support of their
lie they bring out audio/video cassettes
alleged to be issued by the Al-Qaeda
chief Osama Bin Laden who is shown
threatening the people of free nations
to embrace Islam or face the
consequences. What is interesting to
notice that the imperialists project
Osama and his companions as having
the knowledge of Islam and motivated
by its teachings but at the same time
he and the companions are proved to

il

be so naive that they are not aware of_i

the Quranic injunction that “there is no
compulsion in religion (deen).” As
Osama is either dead or obscure, we
cannot verify the authenticity of these
cassettes and therefore, the one-sided
version of the imperialists has to be
accepted. Nevertheless, it can be
argued that this allegation seems to be
a propaganda, which needs to be
scrutinized carefully. In reality when
one tries to analyse this allegation,
finds that the reverse is true. The
imperialist forces have tried to impose
their culture and values on others. The
9/11 New York tragedy or the 7/7
London bombings are cited as glaring
example of aggressive terrorism and

A

unprovoked attacks. But the fact is that <

the Anglo-American imperialist alliance
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is reaping up the fruits of its own deeds
in the Muslim world. These attacks
deserve condemnation and the culprits
must be brought to book. These
attacks of course qualify to be branded
as terrorism because the innocent
people or non-combatants have been
made the target of attack. But if only

b the loss of life is made a parameter to

judge an act of terror, USA, Israel,
Britain and many other countries will
qualify to be called as terrorist states.
~ Noted media critic Noam Chomsky has
very clearly exposed the genocide
committed by America and its allies.
From Vietnam to Iraq and Afghanistan,
USA is guilty of killing millions of
innocent people and destroying
™ valuable properties. In Irag alone more
than two million people have died as a
result of America-led invasion and
subsequent occupation of Iraq since
2001. Nevertheless the so-called
champion of liberty, democracy and
human rights does not feel ashamed
of it. Moreover, it is shocking to note
that “in 1996 Madeline Albright, then
US Ambassador to the United Nations
was asked on national television what
she felt about the fact that 5,00,000
Iraqi children had died as a result of
US economic sanctions. She replied
that it was a very hard choice, but that
all things considered, we think that the
price is worth it.” In fact, the need of
the hour is that when we devise a

~ definition of terrorism we: should

include not only the acts of individuals
and groups but the nation-states as
well. Unfortunately in the present
scenario, the nation-state are
considered to be above humanity and
all moral values Hence, in our definition
of terrorism the nation-state engaged
in the acts of terror and imperialism do
not fit in.

Also, identifying Islam with
violence and terrorism i highly unfair.
In fact when we try to analyse violence
as means adopted by the groups and
individuals, we find that has got
justification by all ideologies and by all
organise religions. No religion or
ideology can claim that violence ha not
been adopted and justified by its
followers. For example the followers of
the Christianity sanctified violence an
bloodshed in the name of crusade.
Even today man Christian groups
across the globe are engaged in
terrorist activities. The Irish Republic
Army, a predominantly catholic
Christian terrorist organisation has
been active for almost century. The
Lord’s Salvation Army in Uganda, a
Christi a ouffit is a notorious terrorist
organisation, which recruit children as
fighters. The predominantly Christian
America and Britain (though they have
nothing to do with Christianity) are
leading and supervising imperialists’
crime in many parts of the world.

Hinduism is full of stories of
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glorified violence - For example,
Ramayana and Mahabharta, two
sacred books of Hindus have beautiful
stories of wars/battles between good
and evil. Lord Rama representing good
has been glorified fighting Ravana who
represented evil. Not only this but
mythological Hanuman is appreciated
for burning Lanka Hindu fanatics are
known to have committed many crimes
whic' qualify to be called as terrorism.
The « ssassination of Mahatma Gandhi
by a Hindu fanatic, killing of Rajiv
Gandhi by the members of Tamil outfit,
gruesome murder of the Australian
Christina priest Graham Staines and
his two minor sons, genocide of
Muslims in Gujarat by Hindu
chauvinists are a few examples which
show that the followers of Hinduism
have also engaged themselves in
terrorist activities.

The Hindu fanatics have
brought bad name to their religion by
committing acts of cruelties in various
parts of India. During the anti-Muslim
Gujarat riots 2002 these elements
crossed all limits of barbarity and
cruelty. An eyewitness to a gruesome
_act of terror narrated “l saw my dearest

friend Kausar Bano..... raped, her
unborn baby slashed out from her
womb before being tossed into the fire
to be roasted alive. Thereafter, she too
was brutally cut up and torched. She
was 9 months pregnant.” An
unfortunate mother of a handicapped

boy deposed about the savagery of a
fanatic Hindu mob. She was in tears
while narrating that “He was a
handicapped son whom | had brought
up with so much care. What could they
gain by killing a boy like that? | am the
unfortunate mother who saw it with my
own eyes... They made him drink
kerosene, tied him to bed and torched
him.” What is most shocking about
these incidents that the mob indulged
in rapes, murders and burning alive of
women, children and old men were
shouting Jai Shri Ram and Jai Bhavani.

Despite the above, it must be
asserted that these acts should notbe
described as Hindu terrorism as the

majority of the Hindus disapprove all 4

such acts. Calling these gruesome acts
of terrorism as Hindu terrorism or
Hindu fascism will be tantamount to
certifying the fanatics that they
represent Hinduism. It is unfortunate
that the organisations like the Abhinav
Bharat and Sanatan Sanstha are
misusing the name of a great tradition
to justify their acts of terror and horror.

The involvement of the Sikhs in
terrorist activities in india is well known.
The Sikh terrorism even took away the
life of Mrs. Indira Gandhi. There is a
history of Jewish terrorism in Palestine
in the post World War-Il. The groups
like Haganah, Irgun and Stern Gang
were involved in dreaded terrorist
activities in Arab world. Many of the
dreaded terrorists became celebrated
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heroes of their community after the
creation of Israel. Ironically one of the
terrorists of those days got a noble
peace prize.

The Japanese army primarily
consisting of the Buddhists committed
worst kind of atrocities against Chinese
in Manchuria on the eve of Second
World War: The intentions of Aum
Shinrikyo, a dangerous Buddhist cult
are not hidden.

But for all these acts of people
from different religious persuasions the
religions are not to be blamed because
no religion teaches violence and
bloodshed. In fact, all religions have
given emphasis on love, sympathy,
compassion and brotherhood.

As far as secular ideologies are
concerned, they too have brought
untold misery to mankind. The
Western liberal democrats are
responsible for economic exploitation
of the Third World. The ideology of
capitalism and imperialism led by USA
is accused of imposing War and
sanctions on free people of Asia, Africa
and Latin America. Similarly the Soviet
imperialism has culminated into the
worst kind of atrocities in the world. The
Communist China led an unprovoked
attack on India in 1962 and occupied
Indian territory. This was an act of
betrayal by the Peoples Repub!nc of
China.

The nation-states have

committed more atrocities than any
other entity in our recent history. The
two World Wars and hundreds of other
wars between the nation-states have

.caused more casualties than the

natural calamities. The mad race for
manufacturing and acquiring weapons
of moss destructions like nuclear and
hydrogen bombs, biological and
chemical weapons, missiles and
bombers by the nation-states is a
pointer to the fact mentioned above.
However, it must be mentioned here
that the nation-states enjoy monopoly
over the means of violence and they
have got legitimation for killings. The
record of Western powers on this plan
is very bad.

Despite all these, it is ironical
that Islam and its followers have
become the target of the imperialists’
propagandists. It appears that Islam
has been singled out for demonising
and condemning. The record of
cruelties of other dispensations are
deliberately ignored or painted in a
different colour. But whenever any
misguided group or individual
belonging to Islam is found in any
crime, the group or the individual is not
blamed for it but his religion is made
the target of attack. It is intellectual and
academic dishonesty to put Islam in
the dock for what a handful of its
misguided followers do. It seems that
the imperialist powers are trying to find
orinvent a new enemy after the demise
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of Soviet Union. Thus the ‘Red danger’
is being replaced by the perceived
‘Green Peril’. But what is unfortunate
that the intelligentsia in the Third World
countries falls prey to the propaganda
of the imperialists and join the chorus
with them.

Keeping in view the growing
menace of terrorism and its
transnational character, it can be
suggested that the scourge should be
analysed and understood properly. An
unbiased and comprehensive
approach may help us in
understanding the true nature of

terrorism and its root causes. Thus the
intellectuals and scholars should try to
demolish the myth of Islamic terrorism
and endeavour to expose the
contradictions inherent in the
propaganda against Islam. It is a fact
that the terrorist groups targeting the
Western countries are mainly Muslims,
but their activities are un-Islamic. So,
calling their activities as Islamic is
tantamount to sanctifying them and
thus leaving no space for moderates
among the Muslims who are in a big
majority and who disapprove terrorism
in all its forms and manifestations. g

(continued from page 39)
Jan 2003: Archaeologists begin a

court-ordered survey to find out
whether a Ram temple existed.

2003: Archaeologists say there is
evidence of a temple beneath the
mosque. Muslims dispute findings.

Sept 2003: A Rae Bareli court orders
seven leaders to stand trial for inciting
the destruction of the mosque, but no
charges are brought against deputy
prime minister Advani.

2004: BJP-led NDA is defeated:;
Congress-led UPA forms the
government.

Nov 2004: An Uttar Pradesh court
rules that an earlier order which
exonerated Advani for his role in the
destruction of the mosque be
reviewed.

July 2005: Militants use a jeep with

explosives to blow a hole in the
complex wall. Security forces kill six
people but Ayodhya remains peaceful.

2007: The Supreme Court refuses to
review a petition on the Ayodhya case
being heard by courts in Lucknow and
Rae Bareli.

June 30, 2009: The Liberhan
Commission submits its report after
more than 16 years and a record 48
extensions.

September 24, 2010: The Lucknow
Bench of the Allahabad High Court was
to pronounce its judgement in the title
suit of 1949 but Supreme Court stayed
it.

September 28, 2010: Supreme Court
vacated the stay.

September 30, 2010: Allahabad High
Court delivered the judgement. n
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Education and The Department of Religion During

‘Omar gave great impetus to the
public instruction. Primary schools
were opened throughout the
conquered lands in which the Holy
Qur’an, morally instructive poems and
Arabic proverbs were taught.
Companions of eminence, who were
well versed in the law and Hadith, were
appointed for public instruction.
Teachers at schools as well as public
lecturers were given salaries. But as
education was mostly religious, we
must include its discussion in that of
the department of religion.

The real work of ‘Omar, by
virtue of his being the Caliph, was the
propagation of religion and its
teachings among the people, and no
doubt it finds the highest place in the
catalogue of his achievements. But the
spiritual part of religion, namely,
devotion to Allah, sincerity and self-
immersion in prayer, purity of the heart
and reunciation of worldly
entanglements are not things that can
be brought under a concrete
administrative system. These things
are personal and cannot be discussed
as part of the state’s administrative
machinery, and we shall speak of them
when we come to deal with the Great
Caliph’s private life. The propagation
of Islam, provision for the teaching of

alinhata

Omar’s Caliphate

- Shibli Nomani

the Holy Quran and the Hadith and the
enforcement of the religious law are,
however, matters which can be
controlled by governments. We,
therefore, proceed to discuss Omar’ s
contribution in these spheres.

PROPAGATION OF ISLAM

The primary purpose of the
department of religion was the
propagation of Islam. Propagation of
Islam does not mean that people
should be compelled to embrace Islam
at the point of the sword. ‘Omar was
wholly ‘opposed to the idea of
compulsion, as every man must
believe who cares to follow the
Qur’anic commandment of “There is
no compulsion in religion” sincerely
without seeking to put any far-fetched
construction upon these words. On
one occasion, hamely, when his own
slave refused to embrace Islam in spite
of persuasion and much preaching, -
‘Omar contented himself with saying,
“There is no compulsion in religion.

Propagation of Islam means
that the world should be invited to
embrace Islam, and people should be
led towards it by pointing out to them
beauty and excellence of its teachings
and principles.

When armies were despatched
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against any country, they were
instructed to invite the people to Islam
at first, and to explain to them the
teachings and principles of the faith.
The letter ‘Omar wrote to S’ad b.
Wagqgas, the conqueror of Persia,
contained the words: “l command you,
when you meet them, to invite them
to Islam before opening the battle. “
According to Qadi Abu Yusuf, when
“Omar had some troops at his disposal
he used to appoint to their command
a man who was versed  in the
teachings of religion and in the Islamic
law. It is obvious that the equipment
of the military officers with the
knowledge of religion and sacred law
was required for the propagation of
Islam. It has been stated in the history
of the conquests of Iraq and Iran how
clearly and beautifully the mission sent
to the Christians and the Persians
explained to them the teachings and
principles of Islam.

The most potent weapon for the
propagation of Islam among non-
Muslims is the example of Islamic life
which should draw them towards the
faith by its own excellence. Islam
spread most rapidly in the reign of
‘Omar, which was due mainly to the
fact that the Caliph by his teaching and
discipline had made the Muslims
patterns of their faith. To whichever
country Muslim armies went, people
were drawn towards them by curiosity,
because it was a matter of no small

“wonder to them that a handful of
dwellers of the desert should set out
for the conquest of the world. When
these people saw the Muslims and
mixed with them, they found in them
models of truth, ,sincerity, purity;-
enthusiasm and simple living. These
virtues impressed them deeply and
convinced them of the excellence of
Islam. The reader will remember how,
on the occasion of the conquest of
Syria, the Rumi ambassador George
was .impressed when he mixed with
the troops of Abu’ Ubaidah and how
suddenly he cut himself off from his
people and his family and entered the
fold of Islam.

THE CAUSES OF THE SPREAD OF
ISLAM

The wonder of Islamic
conquests also led the people to come
to Islam. The fact that mighty and
ancient empires were tottering before
the onslaught of a handful of desert -
dwellers created the feeling in the heart
of many a superstitious folk that
heaven must be on the side of the
invaders. When the emperor of Persia
sent an embassy to the emperor of
China to solicit help against Muslim
invaders, the latter made inquiries
about the Muslim armies. On being told
what kind of men they were, he
remarked that to fight such people was
a vain endeavour. During the Persian
war, a well-known Parsi soldier fled
from the field. He was captured and
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at the time of separation as a token of
generousity. Many Muslims by
neglecting these commands create a
wrong atmosphere where they
pronounce three talaq in one go and
get surrounded with problems. If ‘they
follow Shariah then they can be safe
from anger and negative temperament
and the issue can also be resolved
peacefully.

One should pronounce one
talaq at first and if the problem is not
resolved then in the second and then
in the third month, talaq should be
pronounced again to resolve the
matter. The issue of inheritance should
also be dealt with in the same way. In
other personal matters, Shariah has
clearly explained the rights of .different
members of the family. If these
guidance are followed then the family
will live happily and the society will

progress.

Another important aspect is the
Biddah (unlawful innovation in religion)
of wine and gamble which have been
considered to be strictly illegitimate
acts and which ruins wealth and the
personal life. Most importantly it invites
the wrath of Allah. Another form of
gambling, famously known as lottery,
exists in our society where many
Muslims waste a huge chunk of their
income with the hope of getting some
profits whereas their wife and children
are unable to fulfill their basic
necessities of life.

These kinds of misdeeds are
eating away the community and its
resources like termites. It is the
responsibility of the people of the
community who have command over
language or pen that they should come
forward to eradicate these ills. [ |

(continued from page 6)

21st century to the depredations
witnessed in the 16th century? And, more
significant still, why should the sins
committed by Babar visit his co-religionists
today? In a country where, for example,
Buddhists have been at the receiving end
of Hindus, this can open a can of worms.
This verdict therefore smacks of
majoritarian arrogance which, one hopes,
will be jettisoned root and branch by the
Supreme Court.

The silver lining in all this is that
the country has by and large heeded the
appeal of political parties and religious
leaders to remain calm after the verdict.

With the exception of a few hotheads, who
have again raised the spectre of Kashi and
Mathura, their own reactions have indeed
been muted. Does this augur well for an
out-of-court settlement? Much would
depend on the outcome of a criminal case
related to the demolition of the mosque
that is being heard in another court.
Exemplary punishment for those who
brought shame and infamy to India could
go a long way in persuading the Muslims
to part with the land that is now rightly
theirs in the larger interests of the nation.
They can then walk tall as citizens who
put the future of our democratic and

secular republic above their sense of hurt.
[ |
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(continued from page 38)

very apt and accurate description of a
real condition. Those who reject this
religion, inspite of its profound appeal to
human nature and despite its irrefutable
arguments and all the signs and pointers
which direct them to faith, must have
already lost their share of uncorrupted
nature. Their receptive and responsive
systems must have either been totally
destroyed or locked and screened over.
In such a condition, they lose themselves
and they are unable to believe since they

no longer have the souls which will.

respond to faith. This is the underlying
explanation of their refusal to believe
despite all the evidence arcnind them
sup. porting faith. Alas! This is what
determines their destiny on the day of
resurrection. That destiny is the greatest
loss of all which comes in consequence
of their having lost themselves.

The surah then refers to all
creatures in terms of time, as it has
referred to them in terms of place in the
preceding verse. It states that Allah,
limitless He is in His glory owns them all,
has full knowledge of them and hears
everything they say and do: “To Him
belongs whatever takes its rest by night
or in the-day. He alone hears all and
knows all.” :

The Arabic term used in the
Qur’anic verse and which is rendered in
the English translation by the phrase
“takes its rest” also means “dwells, stops
moving, etc.” Perhaps the nearest
rendering of its meaning here is “taking

rest’. The reference in the verse is then
made to every creature that rests at night
or in the day. As such, it includes all
creatures. The Qur’anic verse states the
fact that they all belong to Allah alone.
This is the second statement of this fact
although it came in the first verse in terms
of place: “Say: To whom do all that is in
the heavens and on earth belong? Say:
To Allah,” The reference here in the
second verse is in terms of time: “To Him
belongs whatever takes its rest at night
or in the day.” This tendency to include
all from every aspect is perfectly familiar
in the Qur’an.

The final comment is that of
Allah’s attributes of hearing all and
knowing all. It implies having complete
and perfect knowledge of all these
creatures and all that is said about them
by the unbelievers. The polytheist Arabs
used to acknowledge that the Creator
and the Owner is one. Nevertheless, they
claimed for their false Gods a portion of
the fruits, cattle and children as will be
told towards the end of the Surah. Hence
their acknowledgement of Allah’s
ownership of everything is stated clearly
here so that they will be confronted with
that later as the reference will be made
to what they assign to the partners they
associate with Allah. Moreover, the
establishment of this fact of Allah’s
ownership of everything is given here as
a prelude to this statement that Allah has
mastery over everything and all
creatures since He is the owner of all,
who hears and knows everything said
and done. -
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Virtual Reality of Islamic Terrorism

“It is the responsibility of intellectuals
to speak truth and to expose lies”.

Terrorism has become a global
scourge these days. It is a menace,
which does not distinguish between
Muslims, Christians, Jews, Hindus or
anyone. Hence, it would be unrealistic
and unfair to compartmentalize this
global menace on the basis of religion
and geography. It is simply inhuman,
cruel and barbaric which must be
condemned in all its forms and
manifestations.

Terrorism as a subject of
discussion and study requires a deeper
understanding and unbiased
approach. Any presumptuous or
reductionist approach to study this
problem may lead to dangerously
wrong propositions. Unfortunately,
many scholars and persons associated
with media have taken an over
simplistic view of this complex
problem. Consequently, they usually
associate terrorism with Islam. Hence,
the term like ‘Green menace’, ‘Green
peril’, ‘Islamic militancy’, ‘Islamic
terrorism’, ‘Islamic fascism’ are
frequently used in the media and
books. However, those who are using

*Assistant Professor, Department of Political
Science, AMU, Aligarh

- Mohd. Mohibul Haque*

these terms so frequently perhaps do
not realize that they are not
denouncing a menace but
unnecessarily condemning a particular
religion. If a heinous act like terrorism
is called ‘Islamic’ it not only hurts the
sentiments of millions of peace-loving
Muslims across the globe but also
provides some degree of legitimacy to
cruelty, savagery and madness.
Moreover, by certifying the crime
against humanity (read terrorism), as
Islamic they also sanctify this act.
Those who call terrorism of any group,
nation or individuals as ‘Islamic’ should
know that terrorism goes against the
very teaching and spirit of Islam. Thus,
an act of terror which involves the
killing of innocent people is contrary
to the spirit of Quran and Islam
because the holy book itself declares
that to kill one human life is to kill entire
humanity, and to save one human life
is to save entire humanity.

Islamic militancy is a misnomer
in another sense also. The so-called
Islamic militancy has killed more
Muslims than any other community. In
fact, Muslims are the worst affected of
terrorism. Algeria, Afghanistan, Iraq,
Chechnya, Pakistan, Egypt, Indonesia,
Turkey, Somalia all are the Muslim
countries facing the menace of
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terrorism. When we delve deep into the
phenomenon of violence in these
countries, we find that in most cases
Western powers are responsible for
the menace. The roots of the problem
are to be searched in global capitalism
and its worst form i.e. imperialism.

As the imperialism is the
highest stage of capitalism and carries
within it the worst form of exploitation,
it is to be blamed for most of the
troubles in the world. The Muslim
countries have gained the attention of
the imperialist powers because of the
discovery of oil and other-natural
resources beneath their soils. lran,
Iraq, Kuwait, SaudiArabia and U .A.E.
figure very prominently in the foreign
policy objectives of the Anglo-
American imperialist alliance. It cannot
be denied by anyone having even an
iota of common sense and
understanding of international politics
that Arab-Israel conflict and all other
major conflicts and disputes in the
Middle East are due to the intervention
of the Anglo-American alliance in the
region.

The sudden upsurge of radical
Islamists or the Islamization of Violence
should not be seen in isolation from
the gross injustice and betrayal against
the Muslims by the international
organisations and the major powers.
The United Nations was created in
1945 to “save the succeeding

generations from the scourge of war”
and “to reaffirm faith in fundamental
human rights, in the work and dignity
of human person and equal rights of
men, women and nations large and
small.” It also envisaged “to establish
conditions under which justice and
respect for the obligations arising from
treaties and other sources of
international law can be maintained.”
However, paradoxical to the ideals and
objectives expressed above, the
United Nations presided over the
unjust creation of Israel by forced
evacuation of the Palestinians from
their homeland. It is needless to
emphasise that the State of Israel was

carved out at the behest of 4

Anglo-American imperialist alliance.
Added upon this is the continued
repression of the Palestinians by the
Zionist lIsrael. Moreover, the
Palestinian liberation struggle has
been often downplayed by the major
power and the European Union have
also show contempt for the legitimate
struggle of the Palestinians. It cannot
be denied that the Palestine issue is
one of the most important pillars or
mobilization of the Muslims against the
West. This is an issue which has
provided impetus and sanctity to, the
transnational organisations like Al
Qaeda.

The major powers of the world
fought Second World War ‘to make
world safe for democracy’ but they
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of Hadith, says that he came to
Madinah as a prisoner of war when a
child and was put in a children’s school.
“When the teacher asked me.to write
the letter mim”, he says, “I could not
write it and the teacher told me to write
it round like the eyes of a cow. *

DESPATCH OF THE COMPANIONS
TO DISTANT PALACES FOR
TEACHING THE QUR”AN

There were five men among the
Companions who had learnt’ the whole
of the Qur’ an by heart in the lifetime
of the Holy Prophet, namely, Mu’adh
b.Jabal, ‘Ibada ibn al-Sam’at, Ubayy
b. K'ab,Abu Ayyub and Abu Darda’.
Among these Ubayy b. K’ab especially
- was a prince among the Readers (of
the Holy Qur’an) and had been
commended by the Holy Prophet
himself. ‘Omar sent for them and said
their services were required for
teaching the Qur’an to Muslims in
Syria. Abu Ayyub was old and Ubayy
b. K ‘ab ill, and the two could not go,
but the other three gladly agreed.
‘Omar advised them that the three
should go to Hims at first. When
education had started there, one was
to stay at Hims and continue the work
there, while one of the other two was
to proceed to Damascus and the third
to Palestine. Accordingly, they all went
to Hims together. When education
became well organized there, ‘Ibada
stayed at Hims, while Abu Darda’ went
to Damascus, and Mu’'adh to

Palestine. Mu'adh b. Jabal died in the
plague of ‘Amwas, but Abu Darda’ lived
to the close of Uthman’ s Caliphate and
resided at Damascus. As described by
Dhahbiin Tabqat-ul-Qura’, Abu Darda’
used to sit down in the Jami’ Masijid of
Damascus after morning prayers,
surrounded on all sides by a crowd of
those who learnt the. Qur’ an from him.
Abu Darda’ divided them into groups
of tens and appointed a teacher to
each group, while he himself walked
about, carefully watching each learner.
When a scholar had learnt the whole
of the Qur’ an by heart, Abu Darda’ took
him in hand personally. One day Abu
Darda’ had the students counted and
found they were one thousand and six
hundred.

MEASURES ADOPTED TO
PROPAGATE THE QUR’AN

Many other measures were
adopted by ‘Omar for popularizing the
study of the Holy Qur’an. All were
asked to learn at least five Suras of
the Qur'an namely Baqarah, Nisa,»
Ma’ida, hajj, and Nur, as they contained
commandments and injunctions.
Provincial governors were instructed to
grant stipends to those who wen.
learning the Qur’ an (Later, when the
purpose had been served and there
remained no further need for such
incentive, the instructions were
repealed.) The instructions sent to the
army now and then all contained
exhortations that men should learn to
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read the Holy Book. Now and then he
also sent for lists of the scholars of the
Qur’an from the provincial governors.
These measures bore fruit and
numerous people became versed in
the Qur’' an. Those who could read by
sight were of course without number,
but hundreds also learnt it by heart.
When the Caliph wrote to the army
commanders to send to the capital
men who had learnt the Qur’ an by
heart so that they might be sent to
other places for teaching the same,
S’ad b. Waqqas replied that there were
three hundred such persons in his
army alone.

The third most important
measure was aimed at teaching the
correct vowels and the correct
pronunciation of words. When the
Qur’an was collected for the first time,
vowel marks were not used, and
without the teaching of the correct
pronunciation the mere dissemination
of the Qur'an would not have proved
very useful. ‘Omar adopted necessary
measures for this purpose as well.

Firstly, strict instructions were
given that great care should be taken
to teach vowels and correct
pronunciation. His instructions as
reported by Ibn al-Anbari were: “Teach
them also the vowels of the Qur’ an as
you teach its learning by heart,” ‘and
as reported in the Musnad of Darimi
these were: “Teach them
commandments and recitation and the

Prophet’s Sunnah, as you teach them
the Qur’' an. “

Secondly, along with the
teaching of the Qur’ an, the study of
the Arabic language and literature was
also made compulsory, so that the
readers of the Holy Qur’an should
themselves be able to distinguish
between right and wrong vowels.

Thirdly, the rule was made that
no one who was not versed in Arabic
lexicology should be permitted to teach
the Holy Qur’an.

TEACHING OF HADITH

After the Holy Qur'an comes the
Hadith. ‘Omar made great efforts for
the popularisation of Hadith, though he
enjoined great care in the matter, which
is a proof of his farsightedness. With
the exception of especially well-versed
Companions he did not permit the
generality of people to report Hadith
traditions. Shah Waliullah writes:
“Faruq the Great sent’ Abdullah b. Mas
‘ud with a company of men to Kufah,
M’agal b. Yasar, ‘Abdullah b. Maghfal
and' Imran b. Hasin to Basrah and
‘Ibada b. Samat and Abu Darda’ to
Syria, and wrote to Mu’ awiyah b. Abi
Sufyan, governor of Syria, with
emphasis, that no narrator should go
beyond the reports of these
Companions.” The principles
enunciated by ‘Omar in respect of the
narration of Hadith reports are in fact
evidence of his genius and acumen,
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but this is not the place to dilate on
them. We shall learn about them later
when we come to speak of the Caliph’s
own person and achievements.

FIQH .

After Hadith comes Figh. As
knowledge of the laws of Figh is a daily
necessity with every Muslim, ‘Omar
managed its spread to an extent that
is not possible even today in spite of
the many new means of
communication available in the modem
age. The Caliph adopted the following
measures for the wide publicity of the
Laws of Figh:

1. As far as time and leisure
permitted, ‘Omar taught the people the
laws of religion in person. In Friday
sermons he expounded the more
important teachings and
commandments of Islam, while in the
addresses delivered on the occasion
of pilgrimage he explained the various
rites and ceremonies of Hajj. Imam
Muhammad reports in his Muwatta that
‘Omar gave an address at ‘Arafat, in
which he expounded the teachings
relating to Hajj. Similarly in his famous
addresses delivered at various places
in the course of his journey to Syria
and Palestine he expatiated upon all
the more important principles and
institutions of Islam. These addresses
were delivered in the presence of large
masses of people, and the publicity
thus given to the teachings was not

possible, otherwise. The address
delivered by the Caliph at Jabiah in
Damascus has been cited frequently
by jurists for the exposition of many
points of Figh.

2. The Caliph himself
occasionally wrote on religious
teachings and points of law to the
provincial governors and officers. For
instance, he sent detailed instructions,
reported word for word by Imam Malik
in his Muwatta, to all provincial
governors fixing the times of the five
daily prayers, about which lawyers
differ to this day. Imam Malik also cites
in full the instructions sent in this behalf
to Abu Musa Ash’ari. A circular was
sent throughout the conquered lands
that the combining of two prayers was
not permitted. Tarawih prayers were
instituted in the Prophet's Mosque at
Madinah in 14 A H., and instructions
were sent to all district officers that the
practice should be followed throughout
the empire. Laws of Zakat were written
in detail and sent to Abu Musa Ash’ ari
and other civil officers. The title of this
instrument of instructions, as cited by
Shah Waliullah on the authority of
Imam Malik was, “In the name of Allah
the Beneficent, the Merciful. This is the
Book of Charities.” The instructions
sent to Abu Musa Ash’ari in respect of
evidence and judicial procedure have
been quoted in a previous chapter.
Besides the more important matters of
law, even minor details thereof were
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also at times written to governors. For
instance, the Caliph once wrote to Abu
‘Ubaidah: “| have heard Muslim women
visit public baths and bathe undressed
in the presence of Christian women.
But it is not permitted to any Muslim
woman to undress in the presence of
non-Muslim women. “ With regard to
fasting he wrote to civil officers: “Do
not delay in breaking the fast.” Zaid b.
Wahab says: “Omar’s command came
that a woman should not keep a
non-obligatory fast without her
hus.)and’s permission.” Abu Wa'il
says, “Omar wrote to them that the
new moon can be small as well as big.

CONSENSUS OF OPINION ON
MATTERS OF RELIGIOUS LAW

It may also be noted in this
connection that as the dicta of law
which ‘Omar circulated by means of
official commands had the status of the
law of the state, great care was taken
that those dicta should have the
consensus of opinion at their back, and
matters on which there was difference
of opinion among the Companions
were debated and determined upon in
public assembly beforehand. For
instance, Qadi Abu Yusuf writes in
Kitab-ul-Kharaj on punishment for
theft: “Omar held a consultation on
punishment for theft until agreement
was reached.’ There was a difference
of opinion about the bath of Janabat
(i.e., the bath necessitated by sexual
intercourse or nocturnal incontinence).

All the Muhajirin and Ansar were
assembled and their opinions were
invited. They gave different opinions,
on which’ Omar remarked: “You are the
people who fought the Battle of Badr
and yet you differ. Those who would
come after you would certainly differ
far more severely.” The matter was,
therefore, referred to the wives of the
Holy Prophet. Their opinion was
accepted as final and made public.
There was also much difference of
opinion on the number of takbirs atthe
time of funeral prayers. The
Companions were assembled at the
instance of ‘Omar and an agreed
decision was made. They all agreed
to four takbirs.

3. Care was taken in the
selection and appointment cf provincial
and district officers that they should be
well versed in religion and law. The
principle was announced on several
occasions, and once in a public
address the Caliph declared: “I call you
to witness that | appoint officers in
order that they should teach religion
to the peoples. “ The principle was
observed not only in the appointment
of civil officers, but applied also to army
commanders. Qadi Abu Yusuf writes:
When a contingent of Muslim soldiers
was enrolled, ‘Omar appointed to their
command a man who was versed in
religion and the sacred law. “ This is
the reason why we find among Omar’s
civil and military officers names of men
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like Abu ‘Ubaida, Salman the Persian,
Abu Musa Ash’ari, Mu’adh b. Jabal,
who, in addition to their military ability
and capacity for civil administration,
were also distinguished for their
knowledge of religion and insight in
spiritual matters, and are frequently
mentioned in Hadith and Figh
literature.

4. Jurists and teachers were
appointed throughout the empire for
religious instructions of the people. Our
authorities do not deal with the subject
separately. It is therefore not possible
to arrive at the exact number of
teachers so employed. From incidental
notices scattered here and there,
however, one may conclude that a
good number of jurists were appointed
in every city. For instance, the author
of Usd-ul-Ghabah, writing about
‘Abdur-Rahman b. M’aqgal, says that he
was one of the ten men whom’ Omar
had sent to Basrah to teach Figh.
Dhahabi says of ‘Imran b. al-Hasin, a
Companion of great eminence, in
Tabaqat-ul-Huffaz: “He was one of
those whom ‘Omar had sent to Basrah
to teach Figh. ‘Abdur-Rahman b.
Ghanam is mentioned in Tabaqat-ul-
Huffaz as one who was sent by ‘Omar
to Syria to teach Figh, and the author
of Usd-ul-Ghabah says of him that he
is the one who taught Figh to the Tabi
in (successors of the Companions) of
Syria. The same author writes of
‘Ibadah b. al-Samat that when Syria

was conquered, ‘Omar sent him and
Mu’adh b. Jabal and Abu Darda’ to
Syria to teach the Holy Qur'an and Figh
to the people. Jalal-ud-Din Suyuti
writes of Haban b. Abi Jabalah in his
Hasan-ul-Muhadi rah fi Akhbar-i-Misr-
wal-Qahirah that ‘Omar sent him to
Egypt for teaching Figh.

The method of teaching of
these jurists was as follows. The
teacher sat down in the open courtyard
of the mosque, while numerous

_ scholars sat in a circle around him and

questioned him about the laws of Figh
which he explained to them. Abu
Muslim Khalani relates that once on
entering the mosque of Hims, he found
thirty eminent Companions sitting
therein and lecturing on religion. Whey
they felt any doubt about a question,
they consuited a young man. He
inquired the name of the young man
and was told he was Mu’adh b. Jabal.
Laith b. Sa’d says when Abu Darda
entered the mosque, the host that
accompanied him was so large as if
he were a king, and they were all
questioning him about the law.

Ibn Jauzi says these jurists
were given salaries. Doubtless,
.without such provision a well-
organized system of public instruction
could not be maintained.

A feature worthy of special note
in this system was that those selected
by ‘Omar for public instruction in the
sacred law, for instance, Mu’adh b.
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Jabal, Abu Darda’, ‘Ibadah b. al-
Samat, ‘Abdur-Rahman b. Ghanam,

‘Imran b. Hasin, ‘Abdullah b. Maghfal,

were select men in the whole body of
Islam, for which reference may be
made to their accounts in Usd-ul-
Ghabah and Asaba. It should also be
remembered in this connection that not
every man was permitted to become
a teacher of law, and only those laws
were taught on which there was
consensus of opinion among the
Companions, or had been agreed
upcn by discussion in the public
asuembly of the Companions. This
matter has been beautifully treated by
Shah Waliullah, relevant parts of which
are quoted herein below:

“When the Caliph had decided
a matter, nobody had the courage to
oppose it. They did not dispute in any
question, nor did they decide on any
matter without taking the Caliph’s
opinion on it. Therefore, there occurred
no differences of law or opinion in this
age. All were agreed on one law and
one path. When this special period of
Khilafat passed away and the ordinary
Khilafat came into being, divines began
to teach at every place. Ibn ‘Abbas
expounds the law at Makkah, while
‘N'isha Siddigah and ‘Abdullah b.
‘Omar report Hadith at Madinah, and
Abu Hurairah spends his .time in
reporting Hadith in abundance.
Accordingly, differences arose at this
time in the exposition of law. One had

no knowledge of the opinions of others.
If one got the information, there was
no opportunity for mutual discussion.
When discussion did take place, that
atmosphere of unity and agreement
which is necessary to the dispelling of
doubts and settlement of disputes was
absent. If you follow the reports of the
earned among the Companions who
passed away from this life before the
end of Omar’s Caliphate, you will find
that they (i.e., the reports) are
exceedingly small in number. Those
who survived the Caliph reported
whatever they have reported after
Omar’s Caliphate. Though all the
Companions are just, righteous and
dependable, and their reports are
worthy of acceptance, and whatever
reliable reports are traced to them,
following (hem in practice is obligatory
upon us, but there is a difference of
heaven and earth between what there
was of Hadith and Figh in the time of
Faruq the Great and what came after
him. “

APPOINTMENT OF IMAMS AND MU’
ADHDHINS

The matters described above
related only to learning and its
dissemination. The practical side of
religion was also not neglected and
necessary provision was made in this
behalf also. Imams and Mu ‘adhdhins
were appointed/in every city and town
and were paid out of the public
treasury. lbn Jauzi says in Sirat-ul-
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‘Umarain that ‘Omar b. al-Khattab and
‘Uthman b. ‘Affan both paid salaries to
the Imams and Mu’adhdhins. It
appears from Imam Muhammad’s
Muwatta that special persons were
appointed to keep the lines straight in
the Prophet's Mosque. Officials were
also appointed at the time of Hajj to
take the pilgrims beyond ‘Ugbah at
Mina, as many people halted this side
of ‘Ugbah, not knowing that stopping
at that place was not part of the rites
of Haijj.

LEADERSHIP OF THE PILGRIM
CARAVANS

As ‘Omar performed pilgrimage
ten times during his Caliphate, every
year he himself led pilgrim caravans

~and looked after the pilgrims’ comfort
and also educated them on the way.

CONSTRUCTION OF MOSQUES

‘Omar had a vast number of
mosques built in conquered territories.
Abu Musa Ash’ari, governor of Kufah,
was ordered to build one Jami’ Masjid
at his capital and one mosque in each
tribal quarter of the city. Similar orders
were sentto S’ad b. Waqqgas and ‘Amr
b. ‘ai-’ As. Officials in Syria were
directed to have one mosque built at
every town. These mosques are still
“extant and are called Omar's
mosques, though their original
structures are no more. The present
writer has had the honour of saying
prayers in one of these mosques,

namely, the one at Beyrut. Muhaddith
Jamal-ud-din says in Raudat-ul-Ahbab
that four thousand mosques were built
in Omar’s reign. This definite figure
may not be correct, but there is no
doubt that mosques built in his reign
numbered more than a thousand.

EXTENSION OF THE K‘ABA

‘Omar had the Sacred Mosque
at Makkah extended and gave much
attention to its decoration and
embellishment. Owing to the rapid and
vast progress of Islam, the Mosque
had become quite inadequate for the
pilgrims. Therefore in 17 A.H., ‘Omar
had the surrounding houses
purchased and demolished and the
area so vacated was included in the
Mosque. There was no wall round the
Mosque before this time, its
boundaries being marked by the
surrounding houses. ‘Omar had a wall
built which was also used for lights put
‘on it at night. Cover used to be put on
the K’ aba from ancient times. In pagan
days, the cover was of Nuta’, but’
Omar had one made of Qabati, which
is a very superior kind of cloth and is
manufactured in Egypt. The bounds of
the Haram, as the sanctuary of the
Mosque is called, extends to three
miles in one direction and as far as
seven and nine miles in others. As
some religious laws have reference to
the bounds, they were marked by
stone pillars called Ansab. ‘Omar had
the whole layout renewed in 17 A.H.,
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‘'with great care. Those of the
Companions who had full knowledge
of the bounds, namely, Mahzarna b.
Naufal, Azhar b. ‘Auf, Hawaitab b.
‘Abdul’ Aza and S ‘aid b. Yarbu’, were
appointed for this work, and they
refixed the Ansab with utmost care.

EXTENSION AND REPAIRS OF THE
PROPHET’S MOSQUE

The Prophet’s Mosque was |

also greatly extended. The Mosque, as
built in the lifetime of the Holy Prophet
suff ced for the needs of the day. But
the population of Madinah was
expanding rapidly and the number of
worshippers was fast increasing. In 17
A.H., ‘Omar resolved to extend it and
purchased the surrounding houses for
the purpose. But ‘Abbas refused to sell
his. ‘Omar offered him good price, but’
Abbas would not agree. The latter went
to the court of Ubayy b. K’'ab who,
however, decided that ‘Omar had no
right to purchase the house under
compulsion. Thereupon’ Abbas
declared that he would make a free gift
of the place to the Muslim nation. So,
leaving the houses of the Holy
Prophet’s wives, all other houses were
demolished and the Mosque was
extended. The Mosque was formerly
one hundred yards in length. It was
now increased by twenty yards. The
same old simplicity was, however,
maintained, and the wooden pillars
used in the Holy Prophet’s time also
remained in their places. With the

renewal of the building, ‘Omar also had

- a raised platform constructed in the

courtyard and said that those who
desired to recife poems or wanted to
talk might use the platform.

ARRANGEMENTS OF LIGHTS AND
COVERING OF FLOOR

There used to be no lights in the
Mosque before ‘Omar. The deficiency
was now removed, and Tamim Dari
supplied lamps for the Mosque with the
Caliph’s permission. ‘Omar also had
incense burnt in the Mosque. On one
occasion they happened to receive a
packet of aloe in spoils of war. ‘Omar
thought he might distribute it among
the people, but it was not enough.
Accordingly he ordered that it should
be used in the Mosque so that all the
Muslims may be able to enjoy its
fragrance equally. It was, therefore,
made over to the Mu ‘adhdhin who
burnt it in a stove every Friday, carrying
which he passed through the
worshippers’ lines and thus, with its
fumes, perfumed their clothes. The
floor of the Mosque was also covered
for the first time in Omar’s reign. Of
course, there were no rich carpets to
spread on the floor. Islamic simplicity
was preserved, and the floor was
covered with matting so that the
worshippers may be able to save their
clothes from dust.
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When All Human Beings Gather for Judgment

When we comment on the
significance of the fact that Allah, the
most Supreme and the Creator of all,
commits Himself to exercise mercy
and bestow His grace on His servants,
we also look at how the Prophet was
keen to instill in his companions a
profound sense of this aspect’ of mercy
so that mercy becomes in essential
characteristic of every Muslim. Now we
want to consider very briefly the impact
of such a sense on the life of a Muslim,
his view of things and his manners and
moral values. We state at the outset
that a full study of that is beyond the
scope of this commentary. We have
to be content, therefore, with only a few
very brief observations.

When a Muslim. truly
appreciates the significance of the fact
that Allah has committed Himself to
bestow grace and mercy on His
servants, he experiences a profound
feeling of reassurance which remains
with him’ even when he goes through
periods of hardship and severe trials
that are sufficient to turn people away
from their Lord. A believer is certain
that at every moment and in every
situation and condition, Allah’s grace
is present and sure to be bestowed.
He knows that his Lord does not put
him to the test because He has

- Sayyid Qutb

abandoned him or denied him His
mercy. Allah does not deny His grace
to anyone who sincerely hopes to
receive it. It is human beings who deny
themselves Allah’s mercy when they
disbelieve in Him and reject His grace.
A believer's reassurance that Allah’s
grace is close at hand fills his heart
with strength, perseverance; hope and
comfort. He knows that he is in good
caring hands and he enjoys the
comfort of Allah’s care as long as he
does not go far astray.

Moreover, when a believer
recognizes this fact in this particular
manner, his sense of shyness in front
of Allah becomes enhanced. Hoping
forAllah’s mercy and forgiveness does
not motivate people to disobey Allah
as some would have us beljeve.
Indeed, it makes a believer very shy in
his dealing with Allah, the much-
forgiving, the merciful. A person who
is tempted to disobey Allah, because
of Allah’s mercy is one who has not
experienced the true taste of being a
believer. Itis very difficult to understand
or accept what some sufis or mystics
reiterate, claiming that they deliberately
indulge in sin, in order to enjoy the
sweetness of Allah'’s forgiveness and
mercy. This is a twisted logic which is
alien to the proper nature of a believer.
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A true recognition by a believer
of the fact that Allah has committed
Himself to bestow grace and mercy is
bound to leave a very strong influence
on his moral values and manners. He
knows that he is required to cultivate
within himself the same manners and
values of Allah. As he recognizes that
despite his shortcomings, slips and
mistakes, he still enjoys an abundance
of Allah’s grace, he learns thathe must
show mercy to others, forgive their
mistakes and treat them with
fork earance. It is to strengthen this
priciple that the Prophet tried to
cultivate a Sense of mercy in his
companions, relying on this great
effect.

One of the aspects of Allah’s
mercy which is stated in the Qur’'anic
verse is that Allah has decreed the
gathering of all people together on the
day of judgment. This undoubted
gathering is certainly an aspect of
grace. It tells us that Allah certainly
looks after His servants whom He has
created for a particular purpose, and
placed them in charge of this Earth for
a definite objective. He has not created
them in vain and has not abandoned
them altogether. He has made the day
of resurrection the end of their journey,
as travelers arrive at their destinations.
He will then give them the reward of
their endeavors and compensate them
for their toil in this life. Nothing is lost
and no one is without a reward on the

day of judgment. In taking such care
of His servants, an important aspect
of Allah’s grace is discerned. Other
aspects are manifest in the fact that
Allah’s punishment of any sin is
equivalent to it, but He rewards a
person with ten times the value of his
good deeds and may multiply that
further to whomever He wills. He may
also forgive any slips or sins to whom
He chooses of His servants.

Before Allah favored the Arabs
with this religion and elevated them to
its noble level, they used to deny the
day of resurrection in the same way
as the proponents of the present day
“scientific” ignorance deny it. Hence
this fact of gathering of Allah’s
creatures has been expressed in the
most emphatic style: “He will certainly
gather you all together on the day of
resurrection, about which there is no
doubt.”

“The only losers on that day are
those who have not believed during
this life. These shall not gain anything
to compensate for their loss because
they have lost everything. Indeed they
have lost themselves and are no longer
capable of anything. After all, man tries
to make a gain for himself. When he
has ruined his own soul, what can he
gain? And for whom? “Those who ruin
their own souls will not believe.” Since
they have ruined themselves, they no

longer have a soul to believe. It is a
(continued on page 14)
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Ayodhya Case

1628: Babar's commander Mir Bagqi
builds a mosque on the site which
Hindus believe was the birthplace of
Lord Rama.

1853: The site witnesses the first
Hindu-Muslim clashes.

1859: The British erect a fence to
separate the places of worship,
allowing the inner court to be used by
Muslims and the outer court by Hindus.

1949: Idols are placed inside the
mosque. Muslims protest. Both parties
file civil suits. The Central Government
declares the premises a disputed area
and the gates are locked.

1984: The VHP launches Ram Mukti
Andolan (liberation of lord Rama) to
build a Ram temple there.

1986: The district magistrate orders
opening of the locks of the gates,
allowing Hindus to worship there.
Muslims form the Babri Mosque Action
Committee to counter VHP moves.

1989: The VHP lays the foundation of
a Ram temple on the land adjacent to
the disputed mosque.

1990: VHP volunteers partially damage

the mosque. Both Prime Ministers V.P.

Singh and Chandrashekhar try to
negotiate but fail.

Sept 25, 1990: Advani takes out a Rath
Yatra from Somnath to Ayodhya to

build the Ram temple.

Dec 6, 1992: The mosque is
demolished by the supporters of the
VHP, the Shiv Sena and the BJP, It
leads to nationwide communal
violence in which more than 2,000
people are killed.

Dec 16,1992: The Narasimha Rao
Government announces the setting up
of the Liberhan Commission to inquire
into the conspiracy to demolish the
mosque.

Jan 2002: Prime Minister A.B.
Vajpayee sets up an Ayodhya cell in
his office and appoints a senior offi.
cial, Shatrughna Singh to hold talks
with Hindu and Muslim leaders.

1999: BJP under the NDA regime puts
the Ram temple construction on the
backburner.

Feb 2002: The BJP does not commit
itself to a Ram temple in its manifesto
for the Uttar Pradesh elections.

Feb. March 2002: Train bringing
devotees from Ayodhya attacked at

"Godhra, resulting in 58 deaths.

Ensuing riots in Gujarat claim over
1,000 lives.

April 2002: Three High Court judges
begin hearings to determine ownership
of site.

(continued on page 22)
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Allahabad High Court Judgment

A three judge Bench of
Allahabad High Court consisting of
Justice S. U. Khan, Justice S. Agarwal
and Justice D. V. Sharma in their
seperate Judgments placed much
weight on faith and mythology instead
of rules and laws. It awarded two third
of the disputed Ayodhya site to Hindu
parties, one third to Muslims by a 2-1
majority verdict.

Muslim groups reacted with
disappointment to the dismissal of the
Sunni Central Wakf Board (SCWB)
suit and the three-way division of
disputed land ordered by the Allahabad
high Court in the Ayodhya title suits.
SCWB lawyer Zafaryab Jilani said the
Board, the main litigant on behalf of
Muslims, will ap-peal against the
decision in the Supreme Court: “The
High Court’s formula of one-third land

is not acceptable to the Wakf Board

and it will go to the Supreme Court.”

Yusuf Muchhala, Convenor of
the legal cell of the All-India Muslim
Personal Law Board (AIMPI:B) said
the SCWB's suit was dismissed for
being time-barred - a technical ground.
He said there were several
inconsistencies and baffling points in

the verdict. The court dismissed the
suit and ruled that the mosque had
been constructed by demolishing a
temple while simultaneously allotting
a third of the land to the Wakf Board:
“If this is the case, why give us any
legal relief? Why allot us any land?”

Mr. Muchhala said prima facie
the three judgments appeared tobe a
mix of facts, principles and mythology.
Reacting to the ruling that the spot
under the central dome of the mosque
was the Ram janmasthan because it
was held so by Hindu belief and faith,
he said: “A court of law has to go by
hard facts and the provisions of the
law. There is no scope to go by
theology.”

He, however, added that the
matter would come to a “full stop” with
Muslims accepting the decision once
the apex court gave its final verdict.”
He also said he was gladdened by the
mature and calm response of the
people to the verdict. “What is
important is that we as a nation have
matured. This reflects the faith of the
people in the Constitution.”

(The Hindu, Oct. 1, 2010} .
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