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@ Value of Love >

S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

The excellence of man lies in
his love and mercy for others: one
person is pricked with a thorn but
another person feels the pain. Man is
gifted with tears which fall from his eyes
when he sees a widow's head
uncovered in helplessness, a poor
man'’s kitchen unlit, and a sick man in
distress. If such a drop of tear is put in
a sea of transgression, it will cleanse
it. If it falls on a forest of sins, it will burn
it and fill the space again with the
effulgence of virtue. The angels can
bring forward anything, but they cannot
present this drop of tear. The angels
do not sleep due to their cognizance
of Allah’s being and attributes, but their
vigil does not have the excellence of
man’s inability to sleep due to the
sufferings of others.

The quality of love permeating
through the human heart is a very
precious gift of God. When something
stirs it, it assumes a strange power. It
rises above the considerations of
religion, community, nation, and
motherland. it then only sees another

man'’s heart and feels its suffering and
is drawn to it by nature as is pulled an

iron chip toward a magnet. &
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Wisdom of Qur’an

These two groups [the believers and
the unbelievers] are in dispute about
their Lord. As for those that disbelieve,
garments of fire have been cut out for
them; boiling water shall be poured
down over their heads, causing (not
only) their skins but all that is in their
bellies as well to melt away. There shall
be maces of iron to lash them.
Whenever they try, in their anguish, to
escape from Hell, they will be driven
back into it, [and shall be told]: ‘Do now
taste the torment of burning fire.’

(Al-Qur'an - 22:19-22)
The groups that contend about God are
many. Nevertheless, the present verse
divides them into two broad categories.
One consists of those who accept the
teachings of the Prophets and adopt the
right attitude in serving God. The other
consists of those who do not accept the
teachings of the Prophets, reject the truth,
and embrace unbelief. The essence of this
latter attitude remains one and the same
no matter how numerous the
disagreements among the exponents of
such an attitude are, or the extent to which
the different versions of unbelief vary from
one to another.

Here, something which is inevitably bound
to happen in the future has been described
in the past tense. This in order to
emphasise its inevitability; to give the
impression as if it is something that has
already taken place. As for ‘garments made
out of fire', this seems possibly to refer to
the same thing mentioned in Surah Ibrahim
(14:49-50). The guilty ones shall be
‘secured in chains’. B

Pearls Frdm the
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)

Abu Dharr reported Allah’s Messenger
(peace and blessings of Allah be to him)
as saying that Allah, the Exalted and
Glorious, said: “My servants, | have made
oppression unlawful for Me and unlawful
for you; so do not commit oppression
against one another.”

(Sahih Muslim)

This hadith forms part of a long Hadith-e-Qudsi
narrated by Abu Dharr (may Allah be pleased
with him). Here Allah, the Exalted and Glorious,
through His Messenger (peace and blessings
of Allah be to him) forbids believers to commit
oppression against one another. To commit
oppression against a fellow being is so heinous
that Allah first made oppression unlawful for
His Exalted Self and then prohibited His
servants to commit it. This enhances the
enormity of the act and seriousness of the
commandment.

The verb zalama, from which the noun zulm is
derived, generally means: he did wrong or acted
wrongfully, injuriously or tyrannically. These
translations are correct in their own way, butin
the Quran, the word al-zulm signifies the putting
of athing in a place not its own, or putting itin
a wrong place, or misplacing it; it may also
mean transgressing the proper limit.

Thus, in the light of these meanings of the word
zulm, as used in the hadith here, implies that
Allah does no wrong; whatever He does is
based on justice; even when He punishes His
servants He does what is good for them. So far
as oppression on the part of human beings is
concerned, it means high-handedness against
others. m
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Editor’s Note 25

Syncretic Society

It was the immense love for the country and deep rooted
sense of patriotism which made all Indians cutting across caste and
religion to pick up cudgels against British Raj and eventually obtain
independence. In a remarkable show of unity, sans any communal
regional and caste distinction Indians faced the challenges of colonial
regime. Unfortunately this unity was soon threatened by divisive
forces organised around caste and communal lines. Seeds of
discontent were sown. Muslim league came into existence in 1906
and in reaction Hindus formed Hindu Mahasabha. A handful of
misguided and short-sighted Hindus and Muslims started promoting
these communal outfits. A sense of nationalism and feeling of unity
which the Congress Party had been able to infuse amongst the
Indians was badly shattered. In 1947 India did get independence
but it was not the India that Gandhi, Maulana Azad and Nehru had
envisaged.

The creation of a separate Muslim state in the shape of Pakistan
-~ as subsequent events show did not help either Hindus or Muslims.
Instead it created further mistrust and animosity between Hindus
and Muslims. Muslim dominated states or parts of the states of
united India were severed from the main body which did not mean
that those Muslims who opted to continue living in India, born and
brought up here whose forefathers are buried here, whose
generations have toiled the Indian soil should be accused of having

[S]
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divided loyalty. Their patriotism, their love for the country where

they were born is unassailable. They are Indian both by birth and by
conviction.

Maulana Ali Mian has always Kept himself away from politics.
A doyen of Islamic history and theology and recognised scholar of
international repute he guided his community to mould themselves
as the most truthful, honest and upright Indians and thus established
their identity. Through his organisation of “Payame Insaniyat” »
(Message of Humanity) he has been emphasising fellow citizens to
promote brotherhood, co-operation and sense of service amongst
themselves irrespective of caste, community and region.

Maulana’s extensive writings bear testimony to his
commitment to our democratic and secular polity. About four
decades back he wrote: “The Muslims are not only citizens ofan
equal status with anybody in India; they are also among its chief
builders and architects, and hold position second to none among
the people of the world for selfless service to the motherland”.
Maulana re-emphasised same feelings to the then Prime Minister
of India, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee and also to the President of
the Congress Mrs. Sonia Gandhi when they called on him. ®

SA °

We solicit articles for publication in The Fragrance of East. Suitable
remuneration will be paid to writers. We prefer receipt of articles on:
e-mail: shariq_alavi@yahoo.com
along with a hard copy, duly signed, by post.

—~4=
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Islam in Totality

O Believers! Enter into Islam wholly
and do not follow the footsteps of
Satan. Surely he is an open enemy to
you.

(al-Baqarah 2:208)

This verse, though brief, contains
a broad message for man, especially
the Muslim community. Contained in it
is much food for thought, for here Allah
asks believers to be imbued with Islam
in full. Another significant directive is to
shun Satan’s footsteps in that he is
man'’s open enemy.

Let us first explain what is meant

. by Islam. Many people who have not

conducted a study of comparative
religions fail to appreciate the
fundamental truth that Islam is a set of
beliefs and a complete way of life. Other
religions are named after their founders
or their ethnic origin. Take the example
of Judaism, which is named after
YeHuda, a member of the Prophet’s
family. Christianity owes its name to

:-Jesus Christ. Parsis are named after
Faris, the old name of Iran, which was

\

the birthplace of their religion. None of
these religions represents an extensive
call to believe in God or a way of life.
Hinduism takes its name from Sindh,
and Brahamanism after a particular
class. Buddhism too owes its name to
its founder, Gautama Buddha. So is the
case with Jainism. In contrast to all

- S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

these, Islam is the only faith that
prescribes a way of life and derives its
message from the Scripture and the
Messenger. It is based solely on divine
revelation. The Shar’ah stands for His
commands. Islam is a set of beliefs and
the Shari’ah. In this respect it is unique,
distinct from all other religions.

Little wonder then that Allah asks
Muslims to imbibe Islam wholly: They
should be obedient and submissive to
Him in their beliefs, religious duties, way
of life and social norms. They must
adhere to the teachings of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace and blessings be
upon him). In their social relations they
should ensure that they do not become
loyal and obedient to those who are
Allah’s enemy.

Islam is derived from an Arabic
expression which means to surrender.
A Muslim forgoes all that he has, his
desires, his interests and his priorities
for the sake of his faith. He submits
himself fully to Allah. This is Allah’s
demand, going by the above definition,
that Muslims should practice Islam in full.
They should not have any mental
reservations about their faith. They
should promote Islam ali along. The
Qur’an explicitly demands that Muslims
accept Islam in full. They are not free to
accept it selectively. In their acts of
worship, way of life, social relations,

[71]



| THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, May, 2015 |

mutual obligations and rights and laws
they should be governed by Islam. The
followers of other religions can however
make selections. Muslims though are
asked to practice Islam in full. They
should not be negligent in the slightest.
The Qur’'an thus lays down. this standing
principle, which makes no allowance or
exemption. The elite and the educated
cannot expect any allowance, from this,
nor do the nobility enjoy any exemption.
Even rulers are as much bound to Islam
as commoners. A mighty emperor, a
distinguished military commander, a
competent legislator and a legendary
victor must adhere to Islam in equal
measure. No one can plead that he has
no time to offer prayers or to perform
Hajj. For one who can afford to go on
pilgrimage is not allowed to neglect this
duty.

In like manner, all Muslims are
governed by the same set of divine
laws. They must, for example observe
the Islamic laws on inheritance. This
should then make us think about the
nature of Islam.

The Qur’anic demand is not
restricted to accepting Islam. It asks that
Islam must be followed in full. Some
people might claim to profess Islam yet
ask for allowances to protect their self-
interests. They may show a readiness
to accept the articles of the Islamic faith
such as monotheism, the Hereafter, and
divine judgment in the Next Life, yet
insist that they can act as they like in
their social and family lives and with
regard to ties of kith and kin, and in

business transactions. Allah does not

however accept such a proposition. The
above verse rules out this approach
altogether. For it demands believers
practice Islam in full. Believers should
not only go to the mosque and offer
prayers they should also profess and
practice Islam in full.

Equally pithy is the other
Qur’anic directive: “Do not follow the
Footsteps of Satan.” Thus any failure to
practise Islam in full results in cne’s
following Satan. Around us we see
everywhere people pursuing Satan’s
footsteps. Indulging in usury, taking and
giving loans at exorbitant rates and
seeking false glory and honour are its
manifestations. We tend to spend our
life savings on marriage parties only for
show. We also take great pride in
arranging sumptuous dinner parties and
in staying at five-star hotels. All these
are unmistakable signs of following
Satan’s footsteps. Allah, however,
warns us against this, stressing that
Satan is our open enemy.

It is also significant that the plural
form is used for Satan’s footsteps.
Numerous are the forms of error, related
to beliefs, deeds, morals and manners,
whether in socio-cultural or political life.

We must therefore engrave the
message of this verse on our hearts and
minds. It is a powerful verse, reflective
of Allah’s glory. Man is thus warned of
Allah’s wrath, and the message is
delivered in unmistakable and
unequivocal language.®

[8]
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The Message of Muhammad

We have seen how, of all the
prophets and founders of religions,
Muhammad (SAW) alone has left
eternal and shining models of virtuous
behaviour for the guidance of humanity.
These are, in truth, exemplifications of
goodness and godliness, upheld by
reason and proved by history. Now,, the
‘question arises: What are the teachings
of this universal Guide? Are they ever-
abiding and do they constitute an
improvement on the divine message
received aforetime through the earlier

_ messengers of God? For in the ages

3

\

past apostles of God did bring guidance
and light from on High; it was only that
their messages perished since they
were not meant to live on for every and
ever. And, since, the chain ended with
Muhammad (SAW), his teachings must
remain alive to the end of time.

The prophets of yore were
messengers of truth, but only to the
people among whom they were born,
or for a particular age. Their teachings
were short-termed, for God had not
undertaken to hold them on for years on
end. The original teachings of all the
earlier prophets were, thus, either lost,
or imperfectly compiled many years
after their death, or interpolations were
made in their scriptures, or they were
even changed out of recognition by their

- S. Sulaiman Nadwi

scribes, translators and annotators.
Sometimes, these scriptures were
mutilated within a few years of the death
of apostles bringing them and, what is
more, there was never maintained any
authentic and reliable record of how
these scriptures and teachings were
handed down by their followers. Now, if
everything is governed by the Will and
Wisdom of God Almighty, this in itself
constitutes a sufficient testimony to the
ephemeral character of the earlier
scriptures and teachings of their
prophets. Then came the everlasting
message of God through Muhammad
(SAW) which has remained ever-new
since the day it was brought by him. It
shall ever remain fresh for no other
message is to come from God again.
Of a fact, God never told any other
messenger that the message
vouchsafed to him was complete and
perfect or that He intended to preserve
it from oblivion. The earlier scriptures
were lost because their perenniality was
not guaranteed by God. They vanished
like dreams, for God had willed them to
be so. Actually, far from containing any
reference to the permanence or
perfection of these scriptures, one finds,
in whatever portions of them that are
extant today, passages indicating their
transitory character and reason for their
ultimate extinction.

[91]
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Moses says in the Torah:

“The Lord thy God will raise up
unto thee a Prophet from the midst of
thee, of thy brethren, like unto me, unto
him ye shall harken......... | will raise
them up a Prophet from among their
brethren, like unto thee, and will put my
words in his mouth: and he shall speak
unto them all that | shall command him.

The blessing Moses invoked for
the children of Israel, before his death
was:

“The Lord came from Sinai,

And rose up from Seir unto them;

He shined forth from mount Paran,
And he came with ten thousands of
saints;

From his right hand went a fiery low for
them.”

Torah declares, unequivocally, in
the passages cited above, that another
prophet like Moses would be raised by
God who would speak only what God
would bid him to say. Does it not show
that the message and the guidance and
the law brought by Moses was not
forever?

Another Prophet of the Old
Testament, Isaiah, foretells about the
advent of the servant of God who “shall
bring forth judgement to the Gentiles.”
The new Prophet “shall not fail nor be
discouraged, till he have set judgement
in the earth; and the isles shall wait for
his law. Malachi, yet another Prophet,
makes the prediction, “Behold, | will

send my messenger, and he shall
prepare the way before me. “ Psalms
and other books of the Old Testament
contain similar prophecies about the
prophet to come in due time. These
divinations afford a conclusive proof
against the abiding nature of the Jewish
scriptures.

Let us now turn to the New

2

Testament. It quotes Jesus as saying: ~

“And | will pary the Father, and He
shall give you another Comforter, that
he may abide with you forever. “.

Jesus further says:

“But the Comforter, which is the
Holy Ghost, whom the father will send
in my name, he shall teach you all things,
and bring all things
remembrance, whatsoever | have said
unto you.”

Explaining why the last and
abiding guide would be sent by the
Father, hﬁfays:

“I'have many things to say unto
you, but you cannot bear them now.
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of Truth, is

to your ~

come, he will guide you into all truth: for -

he shall not speak of himself; but
whatsoever he-shall hear, that shall he
speak; and he’ will show you things to
come.

These verses of the Gospel affirm
that the Christian Scripture is also not
the last word of God nor is it perfect. It
announces the coming of another man
of God in order to carry through the work

leftincomplete by Jesus Christ. But the_£

[10]
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revelation received by Muhammad
(SAW) neither speaks of any new
messenger of God to give any new
message nor it alludes to its being
incomplete. On the contrary, it declares:

“This day have | perfected your
religion for youand completed My favour
unto you.”

The Qur'an goes on even further
to proclaim Muhammad (SAW) as “the
Seal of Prophecy”, while Muhammad
(SAW), on his part, asserts that “there
would be no apostle after me.” Several
other traditions of the Prophet elucidate
the point further. “l am the last brick of
the edifice of prophecy,” says a tradition
handed down from the Prophet. In fact,
not a single verse of the Qur'an alludes
to the advent of any new prophet after
Muhammad (SAW). Thus, if we were to

go by the internal evidence contained

in the scriptures of different religions,
that is, their own claims in regard to
being the last and final message sent
by God for the guidance of human race,
only the revelation vouchsafed to
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) would
stand the test of perfection and finality,
and would be found destined to be
preserved in its purity to the end of time.
God has, accordingly, undertaken the
responsibility to preserve it unchanged;
for He assures: “We verily. are its
Guardian.”

Another question that ought to be
given thought is: Has any other divine
communication, besides that received
through Muhammad (SAW), a universal

character? So far as the Jews are
concerned, the world is all the same to
them as Bani Israel. Hebrew prophets
never preached their faith among non-
Israelites: Bani Israel are the ‘Chosen
race’ and their God is the god of their
own tribe. Jesus Christ, too,
emphatically denied that he had been
sent to any people save “the lost sheep
of the house of Israel. “ He even refused
to preach the Gospel to the gentiles for
he did not consider it “meet to take the
children’s bread and to cast it to dogs.
« \Jedas were, likewise, not permitted
to reach the ears of non-Aryans as all
other races were unclean in the eyes of

“ancient Aryans. Molten zinc was to be

poured in the ears of unclean sudras if
they happened to hear the sacred
Vedas.

The message of Islam was, thus,
the first and the only divine gospel of
glad tidings preached by Muhammad
(SAW) to all, to the blacks and the
whites, to the Arabs and the non-Arabs,
to the Turks and the Tatars, to the Indians
and the Chinese and to the Africans and
the Europeans. Just as Islam called its

" God as the ‘Lord of the Worlds,’ it also

declared its Prophet as the “Mercy for
the Worlds.’ lts message was for one
and all, universal and world-wide. The
Qur’'an says:

“Lo! it is naught but a reminder to
(His) creatures.” “Blessed is He who
hath revealed unto His slavethe criterion .
(of right and wrong), that he may be a
warner to the peoples. He unto whom

(11]
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belongeth the sovereignty of the
heavens and the earth.”

Muhammad (SAW) was sentas a
warner for all the peoples and his
ministry extended to the entire world
encompassed by the Kingdom of God.

“‘Say (O Muhammad) (SAW): O
Mankind! | am the messenger of Allah
to you all- (the messenger of) Him unto
whom belongeth the Sovereignty of the
heavens and the earth.”

His message recognised no
distincitons of race and country. He was
bidden to declare that-

‘ “This Qur’an has been inspired in
me, that | may warn therewith you and
whomsoever it may reach.”

And, Muhammad (SAW) was told
by God:

“And we have not sent thee (O
Muhammad (SAW) save as a bringer
of good tidings and warner unto all
mankind.”

Islam is, thus, the only religion
which claims to be the last, final and
universal message of God for the entire
humanity. A tradition related in the Sahih
of Muslim quotes the Prophet as saying:
“The prophets before me were sent to
their people, while | have been raised
for all the nations of the world.” The claim
made by the Prophet of Islam is fully
corroborated by history. In truth and
reality, the religion preached by the last
Prophet is as much perfect, ever-
abiding and universal as are his own life
and character perfect models of

goodness and virtue for all the people
and for all times to come.

Now, the searchlight needs to be

turned to find out what actually-

constitutes this universal, perfect and
perpetual principle of human guidance
which supplemented and completed the
previous religions and perfected the
blessings of God on His creatures.

The precepts of every religion can
be divided into two parts; one, that
which fulfils the innermost urge of
human heart, and, the other, that which
relates to his terrestrial existence. The
first, satisfying the soul, is known as
iman or ‘faith, and the second,
governing the body, as ‘amal or action.
The latter can further be sub-divided into
devotions to God or ‘ibidat, dealings
between the people or mu’amalat, and
lastly, the morals or akhlaq. These four,
the beliefs, devotions, transactions and
the morals comprise the fundamental
teachings of every religion, and in
presenting a perfect concept of each of
these Islam excels all religions.

The creeds of Judaism and
Christianity as enunciated in the Old
and New Testaments are rather vague.
Old Testament does mention of the
existence and Unity of God, but is hardly
satisfying to the head and heart. The
attributes of God constitute the
wherewithal for spiritual perfection and
are a means to attain the gnosis and
love of God, but neither the Old nor the
New Testament contains anything about
it. Next to the concept of God comes

[12]
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prophecy, but all the scriptures of
revealed religion prior to that of Islam,
woefully fail in describing the nature and
purpose of prophecy and revelation, the
worth and merit of divine apostles, their

appearance in all the countries and

nations for the guidance of human
beings, and their impeccability, moral
rectitude and the great task performed

by them. We find some faint traces of

[T

such concepts as retribution in the after-
life, hell and heaven, Day of Judgement
and similar other matters in the Old
Testament while the Gospels contain
only a few sketchy answers given by
Jesus Christ in reply to a question
posed by a certain Jew about these\
matters. There are one or two sentences

_ aboutthe heaven and the hellin the New

&

Testament. This is all that these matters.
There are one or two sentences about
the heaven and the hell in the New
Testament. This is all that these two
scriptures have to offer about what is
known as the creed of revealed
religions. But one can find detailed
answers to each of these questions in
the Qur'an and the teachings of

- -Muhammad (SAW).

\

The conception in regard to
angels presented in the Old Testament
is again quite hazy: it is rather difficult
to distinguish between God and the
angels as described in the Jewish

_Scriptures. Christian Gospels mention
a few angels, but one of them, known
as Holy Ghost, so resembles the Divine
Being that one may call him both God

and an angel or neither of the two. Islam,
on the-other hand, clearly defines their
nature, status and functions and the
relationship they bear to God, and His
apostles and to other creatures of God. -
This is how Islam-has given a most
perfect creed among all the religions.

We can now turn to human actions
in relation to God and their fellow
beings. Worship occupies the first
place, in every religion, amongst all the
actions of human beings. The Old
Testament speaks of oblation in some
detail and prescribes the rituals and
other essential conditions for the
offering of sacrifices. It also makes a
few references to fasting, supplications
and even to the Beit it or the House of
God, but all these are referred only
casually or accorded such an
insignificant place in its narrations that
one is very often apt to miss them
altogether. It neither describes the
method and the rules for offering prayers
nor says anything about the timings of
worship. The Book of Psalms does
contain a number of litanies and
adorations, but it is again silent about
how to perform the divine service.
Worship occupies a still more negligible
place in the New Testament. At one
place it speaks of the forty days’ fast of
Jesus Christ when he is reported to
have been ‘ahungered.’ The Gospels
record even the objection raised by the
Jews: ‘Why do we and the Pharisees
fast of, but thy disciples fast not?’ The
prayer offered by Jesus is also

[13]
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mentioned, during the night before
crucifixion when the Master is reported
to have taught a prayer to his disciples.
This is the only occasion when Jesus
teaches something about paying
homage to God, but what about other
devotions and the way of offering them?
None at alll In Islam, however,
everything is lucid and well-defined:
prayer,. fasting, pilgrimage, the method
and the conditions necessary for their
observance; remembrance of
God,devotional exercises, hours of
prayer, the days and timings for keeping
and the termination of fasts; the time,
rules and rituals for performing the haj;
supplications and invocations,
contrition, thanksgiving and
glorifications, in short, everything about
lifting up of the heart and perfection of
spirit and attaining the love and
fellowship of God is to be found here,
described in a perfect and soul stirring
manner.

Dealings concerned with the
mutual relations of men and the laws of
government, as stated earlier, comprise
the rest of human actions. This, is fine,
is the social behaviour comprising
individual, social and administrative
norms of society. The Law brought by
Moses is sufficiently detailed on this
subject and Islam has preserved the
Mosaic Law to a large extent, although
it mitigates its severity. In doing so,
Islam has transformed the law of Moses
from a tribal code to the law of nations.
It has not only supplemented but also

perfected the Mosaic Law by making

suitable alterations and additions. The
Book of Psalms and the Gospels
contain hardly anything by way of social
laws save a few sketchy rules relating
to such matters as divorce.

A universal religion, set forth as the
abiding principle of human guidance,
must needs have a body of laws

capable of maintaining an orderly ,

society and the management of its
public affairs. For Christianity had
nothing of the kind, it had to make free
with the laws of the pagan Romans ard
the Greeks. Islam, on the other hand,
formulated its own laws and presented
such principles of legislation which
could be ampilified for developing new
legislations capable of meeting the
ever-changing needs of human society.
Islam has since held sway over the
world, at least for a thousand years, and
during this period hundreds of
kingdoms have adopted its law as the
law of the land. They were all not only
able to sustain civilised societies and
viable governments with the help of the
Law of Islam, but none has yet been able

to improve upon them. -

Morals constitute the third part of
human action. Torah contains a few
moral principles. The famous Ten
Commandments of Moses really
include seven of these moral principles

%

of which only one, that is, ‘thou shalt

honour thy father and mother’ can be
deemed to be a positive norm while the
remaining six are negative in character.

[14]
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These are: Thou shalt not kill, thou shalt
not commit adultery, thou shalt not steal,
thou shalt not bear false witness against
thy neighbour, thou shalt not covet thy
neighbour’s wife, nor his house, nor his
field, nor his manservant, nor his maid-
servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor
anything that is thy neighbour’s. Now,
coveting one’s neighbour’s wife being
~ identical to committing adultery, and the
" malicious desire to get hold of another
man’s property being much the same
as stealing, there are in fact only four
commandments of negative character
instead of six. The New Testament
merely repeats these commandments
with one addition which is to love one’s
neighbour. Islam has, on the other hand,
amplified these five moral norms into
twelve fundamental principles of ethical
behaviour, as mentioned in the chapter
of Isra, which was revealed by God on
the occasion of Muhammad’s (SAW)
ascension. One of thesc twelve relates
to the Unity of God and the remaining
eleven pertain to the moral behaviour.
Five of these are negative, five are of a
positive character and the last is a
combination of both. These are:

1. Honour your parents.

2. Render unto others what is due to
them.

3. Deal kindly with the orphans.

4. Fillthe measure when you measure
and weigh with right balance.

5. Fulfil your promise.

6. Slay not your children fearing a fall

to poverty.

7. Siay not the life of which Allah has
forbidden save with right.

8. Come not near unto adultery.

9. Follow not that whereof you have no
knowledge.

10. Walk not in the earth exultant.

11. Squander not your wealth in
wantonness but take the middle
path.

These fundamental principles of
morality show how Islam has perfected
the Mosaic Law and brought it to
completion. These laws lay bare the
voice of conscience, point out the fount
whence virtue springs and show us the
failings of our desires. They bring to light
the devil within our nature and tell us how
to conquer it.

This is how Islam shapes human
action.

If we want to sum up Islamic
teachings in a two-fold principle, it
could,be called as faith in God and
righteous action. These two cover the
entire teachings of the holy Qur’an and
the Prophet of Islam, and on them
depends salvation of man in the
hereafter. The Qur'an addresses the
believers, at scores of places, as those
who believe and do right and presents
success and salvation as the fruits of
these two. It would not be possible to
go here into the details of the Islamic
concepts of faith and righteous action,
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~and hence let us confine ourselves to
those aspects of Muhammad’s (SAW)
message which have set right the
misconceptions about these two
perpetrated by the earlier religions.
These were the mistakes of a
fundamental nature which had kept
humanity bound to grossness and
corruption for ages.

The first of these fundamental

issues, as held up to the view of
humanity by the Prophet Muhammad
(SAW), was the place occupied by man
in the universe, particularly, in
comparison to other created beings.
- This really constitutes the base of the
doctrine of Divine Unity. Man regarded
himself, before the advent of Islam, as
inferior to most of the beings and
objects. Amortal fear of the rocks, high
mountains, running streams, verdant
trees, raining clouds, blazing fires,
dense forests, viperous snakes, rising
sun luminous stars, starry dark nights,
roaring lions, milch cows and ugly old
women; in short, everything that could
do him harm or good scared him to
death. He bowed his head in reverence
before every conceivable thing or
phantom but Muhammad (SAW) told
him, for the first time. that none of these
was his Lord and Master. Man was
explained Muhammad (SAW), the
paragon of creation for everything had
been created by God for his service. It
was the holy Prophet who told him that
man being the vicegerent of God on
- earth was the ruler to whom every other

created being bowed in obeisance.
Man had not been created to serve the
world, but the world was created for his
service. Declared the Qur’an:

“And when the Lord said unto the
angels: Lo! | am about to place a viceroy
on the earth.” '

“He it is who hath placed you as
viceroys of the earth.”

The new message from God, -

appointing man as the deputy of God
on earth, bestowed on him a unique and
undreamt of honour.

“Hast thou not seen how Allah hath
made all that is in the earth subservient
unto you.”

“Verily We have honoured the
children of Adam.”

“He it is Who created for you all
that is in the earth.”

And, the cattle were his servitors,
rather than claimants of obeisance from
him.

“And the cattle hath He created,

whence you have warm clothing and
uses, and whereof you eat.

1

The rains and the vegetation - -

growing therefrom is for the benefit of
man.

“he it is who sendeth down water
from the sky, whence ye have drink, and
whence are trees on which ye send your

~ beasts to pasture. Therewith He causes

crops to grow for you, and the olive and
date- palm and grapes and all kinds of
fruit.”?

[16]

b



@ THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, May, 2015__|

Even the day and the night, the sun
and the moon and the stars are all for
the service of man.

“ He coverth the night with day.
which is in haste to follow it. and hath
made the sun and the moon and the
stars subservient by His command.”

The rivers flow, not to be revered
by man, but to be pressed into his
service.

“And He it is who hath constrained
the sea to be of service that ye eat fresh
meat from thence, and bring forth from
thence ornaments which ye wear. And
thou seest the ships ploughing it thatye
may seek of His bounty, and that haply
ye may give thanks.”

The Qur'an has many more verses
emphasising the importance of man in
the scheme of creation. A gnostic poet
of Persia has very well summed up the
whole idea in a verse which says-

The clouds and the wind and the
sun and the moon and the sky keep
busy,

That ye lay your hands on the
bread and eat not carelessly.

This was the message, brought by
Muhammad (SAW), liftingthe man u p
as the deputy of God, placing the crown
of honour on his head and assigning
him a central place in God's creations.
To bow his head before any of these
creatures became below his dignity: it
rather meant demeaning his honourand
prestige.

Man had been used to prostrate
himself before the kings and the saints.
The Pharaohs and the Nimrods, the
Popes and the pontiffs and the monks
and the friars had always hood-winked
the simple-minded amongst men by
lying a claim to a superior honour as the
shadows of God and partakers in His
divinity. This was an affront to human
dignity which was rooted out by
Muhammad (SAW). He proclaimed the
divine writ that one should “worship
none but Allah” and “ascribe no partner
unto Him.”

The writ of God commanded the
prophets to proclaim:

“None of us shall take others for
lords besides Allah.”

The celestial beings, among the
creations invisible to man, and the
prophets, among the creations of their
own species, were certainly venerable
but none.could now claim the
obeisance due to God.

“And He commanded you not that
ye should take the angels and Prophets
for lords.”

Muhammad (SAW) lifted up man
so high that he could not now throw
himself on his knees before anybody
save God; nor could he even ask
anyone for a favour except the Lord and
Master. He told man that God alone had
the power to give and take away
whatever He liked.

“And He itis Who in the heaven is
God, as in the earth God.” “His verily is

[17]
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all creation and commandment.”
“The decision is for Allah only.”

“Who hath no partner in His
Sovereignty.”

The message of Muhammad

(SAW) the Prophet had, besides
raising

the status of man, another far-reaching
consequence. Exclusive allegiance to
the One and only God meant that
nothing was Caesar’s; all was God’s.
for the sovereignty and the kingdom and
the command in heavens and earth
belong to God, there is no king or
emperor to demand anything that ought
to be rendered to God. A man believing
in this sublime concept of God’s
sovereignty would never agree to bow
his head before any created being- the
day and the night, the heavens and the
earth, the rulers and the ruled, the
forests and the deserts and the hills and
the rivers. He would not stand in awe of
anything, nor an earthly power could
strike terror in his heart. The
consequences of this spiritual principle
and its significance for the worth and
dignity of mankind are in reality so
trenchant, so unbounded that it would
be difficult to explain them.

The next principle of the
fundamental teachings of Muhammad
(SAW) is that man has been created
guiltless, free of all stains of previous
sins. He is born with an upright nature.
It is his action that makes an angel or
devil of him. Iniquity degenerates man’s

primordial nature and blackens his
character. It was the greatest glad tiding

man had ever received, for, he had

always been told to hang his head in
shame. In China, Burma and India, the
eastern religions had preached, and the
doctrine had been accepted by some
philosophers of Greece also, that the
fate of man is pre-determined by the
deeds of his previous life. The belief in
rebirth had, in consequence of the
previous sins, condemned man to
become indolent as well as indifferent
to righteousness. It was a heavy stone
placed on him which could neither be
removed by his goodness nor moral
rectitude. Actually, the birth in the world
was itself a sign of one’s sinfulness.
Christianity marked no improvement,
however. Instead of presenting a saner
principle of life and morality, it joined its
faith to the belief in the original sin of
the old Adam. It preached that every
man born in the world was evil in nature
because he inherited the sin of his first
forefather. And, this burden of guilt
needed a sinless divine redeemer who
could alone for the sins of human beings

fl

by sacrificing his own life. These were - :

the beliefs which had made man said

~and melancholy when Muhammad

(SAW) came to proclaim that man was
born blameless. It was a message of
faith and hope for it told man that his
actions alone were accountable in
shaping his destiny ahead. He cailed
upon all men to keep in the right path
and shun the ways of evil.

[18]
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“By the fig and the Olive,

By Mount Sinai,

And by this land made safe;

Surely We created man of the best
stature,

Then We reduced him to the
lowest of the low,

Save those who believe and do
good works,

And theirs is a reward unfailing.”

A message of hope, indeed, it
was, for the humanity was threatened
by
the besetting sin of previous life and the
original sin of a distant forefather. It
declared man to be born of best stature,
innocent and guiltless. Now he had
power to make or mar his future through
his own efforts.

“By the soul and Him who
perfected it,

And inspired it (with conscience
of) what is wrong for it and (what is)

right for it.

He is indeed successful who

causeth it to grow,

And he is indeed a failure who
stunteth it.”

Far from being of an evil nature,
man is always born with an upright
nature.

“Lo! We create man from a drop
of thickened fluid to test him;

So We make him hearing,
knowing,

Lo! We have shown him the way,

Whether he be grateful or
disbelieving.”

The Qur’an also calls attention of
man to his responsibility.

“O man! what hath made thee
careless concerning thy Lord, the
Bountiful,

Who Created thee, then
fashioned, then proportioned thee?

into whatever form He will, He
casteth thee.”

Muhammad (SAW) explained that
religion was the demand of human
nature or rather the two were identical.
Vice was nothing but a sickness, not
inherent in man’s nature, but an
extraneous growth.

“So set thy purpose for religion as
a man by nature upright- the nature
(framed) of Allah, in which He hath
created man. There is no altering (the
laws of) Allah’s creation. That is the right
religion, but most men know not-.”

The message contained in this
verse of the Qur'an was admirably
explained by the Prophet when he said
that “no infant is born who has not an
uncorrupted soul, but it is his parents
who make him a jew or a Christian or a
Magi. Every beast gives. birth to a
wholesome cub. Do you see them
being born with deformed ears?”

Itis not difficult to imagine what a
news of goodness and cheer would
have been the message of Muhammad

PN
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(SAW). How it gave hope to the humanity
condemned for the sins never
committed by it and how it instilled the
sense of responsibility and freedom into
every man who was given power to work
his way to everlasting salvation!

Before the advent of islam, the
world was divided into different tribes,
clans and families, each one of them
keeping aloof and being indifferent to
one another. To the sages of ancient
India the voice of God could be heard
nowhere save their own sacred land.
Their God was the god of their own
country whose blessings were limited
to a few selected castes and clans of
the rulers and priests of the Aryaverta.
Zoroaster listened to the message from
on High, but only for the people of the
blessed Iran. Bani Israel believed in the
voiet of prophecy, but the prophet of
peace, whom they awaited, could not
come from any people except from the
lineage of David. No country and no
people were willing to share even God’s
grace and blessings with a people not
their own. It was then that Muhammad
(SAW) came with a message for all the
lands ar.d countries. He told the world
that divine guidance admitted of no
distinction of race and language, colour
or country: Palestine and Iran, India and
Arabia were all equal in the sight of God.
The world was told, for the first time, that
God had sent His apostles to every
country and nation for the guidance of
man.

“And there is not a nation but a
warner hath passed among them.” “And
for every-folk a guide.” '

“Verily We sent before thee
(Muhammad (SAW) messengers to
their own folk.”

The Jew does not recognise a
non-Israelite prophet. For the Christian
it is not at all necessary to accept the
apostleship of Hebrew prophet or one
born among another people; he is not
bound by his faith to acknowledge any
messenger of God save Jesus Christ.
To the Zoroastrian no country of the
world except iran was illuminated by
light-divine. But Muhammad (SAW)
proclaimed that the entire human race
living in any country of the world, was
the creation of One God, and all the
peoples and races were equally blest
by the Lord. Whether itwas Iran or India,
China or Greece, Arabia or Assyria,
God had sent the light of His guidance
to every nook and corner of the world.
His apostles came to show the path of
virtue and goodness to all the races and
nations. He placed so much emphasis

on the universal character of divine_

guidance that no Muslim could claim to
be a believer unless he acknowledged
all the messengers of God and all the
scriptures or messages brought by them
to the people of old. A muslim has thus
to affirm the apostleship of all the
prophets of God whether enumerated
in the Qur’an or not, for all of them came
with the same message of truth to their
own peoples.

[20]
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According to the Qur'an, only they
are Muslims,

“Who believe in that which is
revealed unto thee (Muhammad (SAW)
and that which was revealed before
thee.”

Again, at another place, the
Qur’an says:

“But righteous is he who believeth
in Allah and the Last Day and the angels
and the Scriptures and the Prophets.’

The same Surah of the Qur'an
amplifies the doctrine for the third time:

“Each one believeth in Allah and
His angels and His Scriptures and His
messengers- We make no distinction
between any of His messengers.”

No Muslim is permitted to
discriminate against any apostle of
God.

“O ye who believe! Believe in Allah
and His messenger and the Scripture

which He hath revealed unto His
messenger, and the Scripture which He
revealed aforetime”

Is there any other religion showing
the same large-heartedness, teaching
equal reverence to all the prophets, all
the men of God and founders of
religions? Was such a universal
message taught to humanity by anyone
before Muhammad (SAW)? Such was
the tolerance, love and mercy of the last
Prophet which encompassed every
household and every son of Adam.

The religions of yore had set up
intermediaries between man and God.
Kahins and priests were mediators in
the temples of ancient deities, Jews had
entrusted the office to the sons of Lavi
who led the liturgical prayers and
performed oblations, while Christians
had accepted the claim of certain
disciples of Jesus and the popes that
whatever they would bind would be
bound in heaven and whatever they
would divest would be removed by God.
The popes and pontiffs exercised the
power to remit the sins of their followers.
Brahmins, among the Hindus, believed
that they had been created out of the
right hand of God. They had thus the
right to form the link between man and
his deity and to perform the sacred rites
on their behalf. But Islam abolished
priesthood and with it the evils of
priestcraft, the abuse of priestly power
and the priestly distortion of religion. It
recognised no priests, no rabbis, no
popes and no prerogatives to bind and
unbind, for God alone had the power
over His creatures. It allowed none to
intrude between God and his
bondsmen. Any believer could lead the
prayers, offer sacrifices, solemnize
marriages and perform the religious
ceremonies. It blazoned the message
of God to every human being: “Pray unto
Me and | will hear your prayer,” and
allowed every man to call and speak
and send up his prayer to the Lord with
a respectful familiarity. This was yet
another freedom granted to the human
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race from the tyranny of priesthood.

The primitive and pure faith of man
has always been led astray by undue
adoration of the holy men of god
charged to show him the right path.
Whenever man has wanted to show his
admiration of these pious souls, he has
raised them to the pedestal of God, or
His like, or His incarnation. The karuns
of ancient Babylon, Egypt and Assyria
had all the earmarks of the gods and
goddesses worshipped by the Hindus.
The Buddhas and the Mahaviras were
accepted as gods by their followers
almost in the same way as Christians
had transformed Jesus into the Son of
God. But, the ways of man are queer,
indeed. Sometimes he showed such a
lack of respect for his revered guides
and teachers that, like Bani Israel, he
gave the name of prophet to every
soothsayer and diviner. Foretelling of
events, irrespective of one’s moral
character and spiritual attainments, was
enough for the Israelites to call anyone
a prophet. This is why we find shameful
stories of illicit love and deceit related
about Hebrew prophets in the Old
Testament.

Islam correctly defined the status
of the Prophets. It explained that the
prophets were neither God, nor His
likeness, nor His son, nor yet His
kinsmen, for they were mortals like all
other men. So very astounding was this
concept that the pagans of Mecca could

hardly believe their ears. They used to
ask the Prophet in amazement: “What,
a prophet and a man?” And, the
Prophet's candid reply to these men
was:

“Say (Muhammad) (SAW): My
Lord be glorified! Am | naught save a
mortal messenger?”

Islam denied that the prophets

possessed supernatural powers orhad

any say in the affairs of God. Even the
miracles worked by them were brought
about with the permission of God. But,
despite the fact that they were human
beings, they were not like ordinary
mortals since they enjoyed the privilege
of conversing with God, were recipients
of divine revelations and were free at
all sins. As perfect guides of humanity
they were a witness to these realities of
the celestial realm which are beyond the
ken of human perception. They are the
assured ones, having widsom and faith
and guidance from the Lord of the world.
Every man is thus duty-bound to obey
and pay his regards to these truthful
souls who are raised to preach the
message of God to their fellow beings.

This was the path of moderation- the
path avoiding the excesses of undue
veneration and denial of the respect due
to the prophets and founders of
religions- that Islam showed to the world
as a necessary adjunct to its higher
concept of the Unity of God. &
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Hazrat Ibrahim and His Descendants

Hazrat Ibrahim’s lineage is traced

back to Arfkhashaz, one of the
descendants of Sam, son of Hazrat Nooh
(AS). He was son of a notable figure in
the kaldanian family of Iraq. It was a family
of stars-worshipping pagans. In the
childhood itself he felt the idolatry and the
paganism of his family and compatriots
as something preposterous: that these
people, considering the stars as gods and
then having theirimages made in the form
of idols,worshipped them. These stars
might be high above in the sky; but, how
could they be gods. He pondered first over
stars, then over the moon and then over
the sun, but his heart refused to admit
them as gods. In his perception God was,
by far, above anything like that. Convinced
of this fact, he prayed for his exoneration
from it and the prayer was granted. First
the sublimity of Allah and then His Unity
and Oneness got settled in his heart. Later
he himself was chosen by Allah to be the
Prophet also. He upped and rent the idols
to pieces and called his people towards
adoption of monotheism. It made the
people very angry. They had him thrown
into the fire. But, Allah rescued him from
getting burnt in the fire. Then, quitting his
homeland, he came over to Syrian
territory. There he made his sojourn in
Palestine.

Accompanying him, his nephew, Lut
(AS), too, had come over there. Both of
them did the missionary and reform work
in their respective regions.

- S.M Rabey Hasani Nadwi

One of Hazrat Ibrahim's (AS) sons
was Ishaque, one of whose sons was
yakub (AS) who was called ‘Israel’ also.
The generation that descended from him
got settled first in Syria and then in Egypt.
Another son of Hazrat Ibrahim was Ismail
whom his father, Hazrat Ibrahim, had,
having taken him along, under instructions
from his Providence, made to stay, along
with his mother, in the barren and desolate
territory of Makkah Mokarramah, in the
central region of the Arabian Peninsula,
when he was, rather, just an infant. Later,
the tribe of Jurhum, an off-shoot of Qahtan
tribe of Yemen, too, came over and got
settled there. Later, as Hazrat Ismail (AS)
got married into them, a family of Hazrat
Ismail (AS) got raised there. Off-shoots
of this family got settled in Najd, Hijaz etc.
The ancestor of those amongst them who
got settled in Hijaz was a man whose
name was Mudhar. It is from amongst his
descendants that the tribe of Quoraish
emerged later on.

Inhabitation in Makkah Mokarramah
had started with Hazrat Ismail. He had
been made to stay, as mentioned earlier,
in his childhood itself along-with his
mother, under instructions from Allah, by
his father, Ibrahim (AS), in the barren and
desolate lands of Makkah. It was a great
sacrifice on the part of Hazrat Ibrahim (AS)
that nhe made his infant babe and his
mother take up sojourn in such a barren,
infertile and uninhabited place as Makkah
without there being any dependable
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means of subsistence and complied with
his Lord's orders without any reluctance.
It was the same place as has been visited
by Hazrat Adam (AS) also and where
foundation of the mosque was laid by him
which had got later erased. It is this very
act of Hazrat Ibrahim which has been
mentioned in Quran thus:

(Our Lord! verily | have caused some of
my progeny to dwell in a valley where is
no sown land by thy Sacred House, our
Lord! in order that they might establish
prayer, make thou therefore the hearts
of some of mankind to yearn towards
them, and provide them thou with
fruits,haply they may give thanks.)

(Ibrahim: 37)

It was due to a special favour from
Allah Aimighty that the mother and her
suckling babe survived in this barren land.
Then, as Hazrat Ismail grew up a little,
healthy and habitually obedient to his
parents, Hazrat Ibrahim (AS) was
commanded to make an oblation of
Hazrat Ismail (AS) for Allah’s sake.
Performance of this act of oblation, too,
was effected on the part of Hazrat Ibrahim
(AS) in so far as he, himself, was
concerned. Himself blindfolded, he ran the
cleaver across Hazrat Ismail’s throat in
order to have him slain. But, Allah had
meant just to put Ibrahim to test. Hence,
Hazrat Ibrahim’s cleaver did not hit Hazrat
Ismail instead, a ram was sent by Allah
Almighty whose throat Ibrahim’s cleaver
did hit and it got slain. And, Allah Aimighty
had it adjudged as the oblation made of
Ismail himself and accepted Ibrahim (AS)
as His most intimate and most sincere
servant and proclaimed him as His

Khaleel (the intimate one). He then
commanded him and his son, Ismail, to
build Ka’ba on the site of the mosque
founded by Hazrat Adam (AS). And, thus,
it got established as the very first House
of Allah in the world and got to be made
the foremost and the prime centre of
worship of, and obedience to, Allah
Almighty. It got proclaimed by Allah
Almighty as the home of monotheism and
the centre of the true religion for all times
to come till the Doomsday. The
descendants of Hazrat Ismail kept growing
and spreading and those of them who
remained domiciled in Makkah
Mokarramah kept, considering it their duty
to do so, this House of Allah preserved and
protected.

Amongst the descendants of Hazrat
Ismail there happened to be, several
generations after, a man by the name of
Adnan. Amongst his descendants were
Ma’ ad and Nizar and, later on, Mudhar and
Rabe’'ah. The last mentioned, that is
Rabea’ah, went up and got settled in the
Eastern region of Najd, whereas Mudhar
stayed on in Makkah itself. Amongst them
emerged, later on, the Quoraish. Itis they
who finally inherited the trusteeship of
Baitullah (The House of Allah). The House
of Allah continued to be regarded the
sanctum sanctorum. All Arabs used to
come over to it from places all around for
performance of Haj pilgrimage and
Quoraish would make arrangements for
their boarding and lodging etc. This house,
and because of its association with it, the
entire city, was kept protected and
preserved by Allah Almighty Himself? B
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Islam and Freedom of Thought

During the course of a dicusssion | was
told:

“You are not liberal”.

“Why?” | asked him.

“Do you believe in the existence of a
God?”, he said.

“Yes, 1 do”.

‘Do you pray and fast for Him?”

“Ido”.

“Well, then you are not liberal”.
Thereupon | asked him;

“How do you say that | am not a
freethinker?”

“Because you believe in nonsense that
has no existence at all,” he told me.

“And you? What do you people believe in?
What do you think created universe and
life?” lasked him. :
“Nature!”

“But what is Nature?”

“Itis the secret power that is limitless but
has got manifestations which can be

. perceived by the sense organs,” he:said.

At this | said: “I understand by this

- statement of yours that you prevent me

from believing in an unknown power
because you want me to believe in another
equally unknown power. But the question

" is that why should | disown my God for

the sake of another equally unknown but
false god, especially when in the one | find
peace, tranquility and comfort, whereas
the false god of Nature neither answers
my call, nor comforts me?”

- Muhammad Qutb

This in short is the case of the
progressives who talk about freedom of
thought. For them freedom of thought is
synonymous to freedom of disowning
one’s God. This is, however, not freedom
of thought but freedom of atheism. Starting
with these premises they accuse Islam of
restricting the freedom of thought simply
because it prohibits atheism. But the
question is: Is freedom of thought.and
atheism one and the same thing, and is

~atheism really a necessary precondition

to the freedom of thought? Misled by the
history of European liberalism they
overlook the fact that if certain local
circumstances necessitated the spread of
atheism in Europe, this does not mean that
the same thing should happen everywhere
in the world.

There is no doubt that the image
of Christianity as presented by the church
in Europe with its suppression of science,
torturing of scientists and passing on a set
of lies and superstitions in the name ofthe
word of God drove the free thinkers of

- Europe to atheism. The intellectuals of

Europe had to choose between two
irreconcilable attitudes: the natural belief
in God or the belief in theoretical and
practical scientific facts.

The European intellectuals found
in Nature a partial escape from the
dilemma. So they said to the church: “Take
back your God in whose name you
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enslave us and impose on us
burdensome exactions and subject us to
tyrannous dictatorship and superstitions.
The belief in your God wants us to lead
the ascetic life of hermits and recluses,
we refuse to do your bidding. We shall,
therefore, have a new God who
possessed most of the qualities of the first
God butwho has no church to enslave us,
nor does He impose on us any moral,
intellectual or materialistic obligations as
your God does”.

But in Islam there is no such thing
as may drive people to atheism. There are
no dilemmas here which puzzle the mind.
There is only one God; He has created all
beings and all will retum to Him. Itis a clear
and simple concept which even the
naturalists and atheists may find hard to
reject or doubt.

In Islam there are no churchmen
such as the European church had.
Religion is the common property of alland
every Muslim is entitled to benefit from it
as much as his natural, spiritual and
intellectual equipment may permit. All
people are equal and they are treated as
they deserve in the light of their deeds in
life. The more honoured of all people are
the God-fearing individuals whether they
are engineers, teachers, workmen or
craftsmen. But religion is not one of these
so many occupations. There are no
professional churchmen in Islam, so that
Islamic worship is observed without the
intercession of a churchman. But it is
necessary that some people should

specialise in the study of jurisprudence and
law on which public order is based. The
status such specialists in Islamic
jurisprudence and constitutional law enjoy
is not more than that which their
counterparts in other countries do. They
are not entitled to any authority or class
prestiges over the people. They are just
the jurisprudents and counsels of the
state. It may be pointed out here thatAl-
Azhar is a religious institute but it does not
have, as the churchmen did, the authority
to burn or torture people. All that Al-Azhar
can do is to challenge and criticize an
individual's understanding of religion. But,
on the other hand, anyone from outside
can as well challenge and criticize Al-
Azhar’s understanding of religion, for Islam
is not the monopoly of any individual or
class. Only those persons are considered
as an authority on questions of religion who
in the light of their deep understanding of
it apply it to practical life regardless of their
own professions.

When the Islamic rule is
established the “Ulama” (Islamic scholars)
will not automatically become the
governors or ministers or heads of
departments. The only change is that the
system of rule will be based on Islamic
Sharia (law)-the law of God. The engineers
will continue to be charged with the
engineering works, the doctors will be
responsible for medical affairs, the
economists will direct the economic life
of the community with the only change that
the Islamic economy alone will then
provide them with the guidelines.

[26]
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History bears witness that neither
the Islamic faith nor its system of rule ever
came into conflict with science or the
application of its theories. No scientistin
Islam has ever been burnt or tortured for
discovering or announcing a scientific fact.
True science is not in conflict with the
Islamic faith and the belief that God created
everything. Islam calls on people to study
space and earth and to meditate on their
creation in order to discover the existence
of God. It should be remembered that
many Western scientists who did not
believe in God came to discover His
existence through proper scientific
research.

There is nothing in Islam which
may drive people on to atheism. The
advocates of atheism in the East are but
blind followers of their erstwhile colonialist
masters. They want to be given the
freedom to attack the faith and all kinds of
worship and to urge people to abandon
their religion. But why do they want such
freedom? In Europe, people sought to
attack religion in order to liberate their
minds from superstition and to free people
from oppression and tyranny. But if Islamic
faith already gives them all the freedom
they need to have or they calm our for, why
should they attack it? The truth is that
these so-called liberals are not interested
in the freedom of thought but are rather
more interested in spreading moral
corruption and uncontrolled sexual
anarchy. They use freedom of thought as.
amask to hide their base motives. Itis no
more than a camouflage in their hideous

war against religion and morality: They are
against Islam not because it restricts
freedom of thought but only because it
stands for the liberation of mankind from
the dominance of its baser passions.

The advocates of “free thinking” allege that
the Islamic system of rule is dictatorial
because the state has vast powers. The
worst of it, they say, is that the state enjoys
immense power and authority in the name
of the faith which has a very great
attraction for the people. So they blindfoldly
subject themselves to its tyrannical rule.
Thus, they conclude, these vast powers
lead to dictatorship and the common
people are made slaves with no right to
think for themselves. The freedom of
thought is lost for ever. None dare
challenge the rulers and he who does is
accused of rebellion against religion and
God.

These false accusations are best
refuted by referring to these verses of the
Holy Qur'an: 1. “And their govemmment is
by counsel among themselves” (xlii: 38).
2. “And when you judge between people
you judge with justice” (iv : 58).

Abu Bakr, the first Caliph said:
“Obey me so long as | obey God and His
Prophet. But if | disobey God or the
Prophet | shall no longer be entitled to your
obedience”.

Omar addressed the Muslims
saying: “Put me right if you discover any
crookedness in me”. One of the audience
retorted: “By God Almighty if we had found
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any crookedness in thee we should have
put you right with our swords”.

It is true that oppression and
tyranny ruled in the name of religion. Itis
also true that such oppression still

dominates in some countries inthe name

of religion. But is religion the only mask
used by dictators? Did Hitler rule in the
name of religion? Itis now admit ted even
in Russia, that Stalinwas atyrantand a
dictator who ruled over a police state. But
did Stalin rule in the name of religion? Do
all tyrants and dictators including Mao Tse-
tung, Franco, Malan in South Africa, Chiang
Kai-shek in Nationalist China, dominate on
behalf of religion? There is no doubt that
the twentieth century which has managed
to get rid of religious domination has
witnessed the most monstrous
dictatorships which beguile mankind by
attractive names no less sacred than
religion.

No one would defend dictatorship;
no man of free intellect and conscience
would approve of it. But any noble principle
can be exploited and used as a mask to
hide personal ambitions. The French
Revolution witnessed the most heinous
crimes being committed in the name of
liberty. But this should not be taken as a
pretext for fighting against liberty.
Hundreds of innocent people have been
imprisoned, tortured or murdered on
behalf of the constitution. Should all
constitutions be annulled then?
Oppression and tyranny dominated some
countries in the name of religion. Should
we, therefore, abandon all religions? It

would be right to abandon religion if religion
as such were to advocate oppression and
injustice. This cannot be said of Islam
which established the noblest examples
of pure justice and equity not only among
the Muslims themselves but between
Muslims and their fatal enemies as well.

Tyranny is best fought by teaching the
people to believe in God and to respect
freedom which is defended and
safeguarded by religion. Such people
would not allow the ruler to commit
injustice, but will keep him within the limits
of his legal powers. | do not think that any
system has ever aimed at the
establishment of justice or the opposition
of tyranny as much as Islam did. Islam

~ made it a duty of the people to put the ruler

right if he is unjust. The Prophet says: “He
who witnesses any vice should change it
He also says: “A word of justice uttered
before an unjust ruler is the greatest of
jihad (holy war)”.

It was due to these very principles
that the people revolted against Othman,
the third Caliph, when they believed that
he had deviated from the straight course
though the revolution itself brought about
even a greater deviation.

In conclusion we would like to drop
aword of advice to these “progressive free
thinkers”. The true way of liberation is not

- the abandonment of religion but in giving

people the revolutionary spirit which
abhors injustice and rectifies the unjust.
This spirit is essentially the spirit of the
Islamic people.m

[28]



B THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, May, 2015 |

The Mushaf of ‘Uthman b. Affan (ra)

Dr. Muzammil Siddique Nadwi,
graduated from Nadwat-ul-Ulema, went on
to study in Madinah University, did his
Masters in Manchester, completed his

PhD in Harvard University, and is now -

based in the US. Through the efforts of
Janab Hussain Zulgarnain and Janab
Akhtarul Islam Nadwi, he graced a small
gathering here in Riyadh recently. A
search in Google will throw up reams of
pages on his achievements. Some of his
thoughts he shared with us at the gathering
are as follows:

e After 9-11, Muslim community in the
US has matured considerably. A
growing number of young Muslims,
born and raised in the US, are
memorizing the Quran. These
youngsters are also taking up the
leaming of Arabic language. Many travel
to distant lands to learn Arabic.

o The Open Mosque project where non-
Muslims are invited to visit the local
mosque has proven to be extremely
beneficial. Hundreds of non-Muslims
queue up to visit the mosque and
express great satisfaction after the
visit.

e |slamic Centers and mosques are
growing steadily.

e The community is also active in intra-
community affairs, ensuring all
schools of thought learn to respectfully
tolerate differences.

Few in Riyadh are aware of the
presence of a great contemporary scholar

- Khalid Noor Muhammad

in our midst. He was the chief guest in the
meeting to honour Dr. Muzammil
Siddique. Sheikh Mustafa Azami is most
famous for his works in refuting the
orientalists’ allegations about the
authenticity of the Hadith. His PhD from
Cambridge on the integrity of Hadith
literature was ground-breaking. But today,
he spoke about his latest work which is
nearing completion. This work is aimed
at proving that the text in copies of the
Quran currently in circulation are exactly
the same as was revealed on the Prophet
(peace on him). Towards this end, Sheikh
Azami traveled to Yemen, managing to
gather a few parchments of the Quran.
Then he visited Italy to meet an Italian
scholar who had gathered thousands of
such parchments from Yemen through the
efforts of the Italian ambassador to
Yemen. Working ceaselessly despite his
failing health (he cannet move to the
bookshelf and pick up a book without
assistance), he put together over 20
different copies of the Qur'an belonging
to different periods, starting from the very
first century of the Hijrah. UsingSurah
Isra’as an example, he compared each
word in all the 20 copies and proved that,
word for word, they are identical. One of
the Qur'anic manuscripts Under research
was subject to a test called C-14 ageing
test. The test revealed that the manuscript
belonged to the era of Syeddna Othman
or Syeddna Muawiyyah. We eagerly await

[ |
launch of the book. (Cdurtesy: YMD)
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Parenting “The Islamic Perspective”

Introduction

Imagine the policeman knocking on
your door in the middle of the day or night
telling you that your son is been
apprehended for stealing, drinking, or
worse for murder.lmagine your child after
his/ her maturity questioning, or denying,
a principle of Islam, or worse, claiming
atheism. Hence, it is every parent's
nightmare to see their children become
someone they do not wish for. So, as a
parent of four children myself, | know from
first-hand experience that parenting is a
very stressful and challenging task that
unfortunately every parent will have to
endurably embark on.

Sometimes, even after our best"

effort, our children do not turn to be the
persons we hoped for. Itis, therefore, vital
to continuously remind ourselves with the
importance of good parenting and the need
to always acquire the skills that can help
us along the long journey to a successful
and effective way of parenting. Generally,
there are many factors that can break or
make the child, including, first and
foremost, the relationship that exists
between the parents themselves.

So, the objective of this paper is,
therefore, to give a road-map to the way
of effective parenting by starting with the
relationship that exists between husband
and wife and between parents and the
children themselves. However, before

-lrfan Ali

coming to that, | will try to define good
parenting so as to establish some basic
understanding of the co-relationship
between the parents’ relation with each
other and parents-children relation. In
addition, it will highlight some very
important steps that, despite all the
challenges of the parenting, if they are
followed, should make the job easier for
parents. | hope this work will contribute to
the betterment of the Muslim families,
Inshallah.

Whatis Good Parenting?

As mentioned earlier, being a good
parent does not necessarily mean your
children will be good. So, itis important to
always improve your knowledge of
parenting. You should not follow others
blindly. What works for A, might not
necessarily work for B. Likewise, what
worked for your parents when they were
raising you, might not necessarily work for
yourself in raising your own children.
Hence, good parenting happens whena
person creates for a child a stable,
nurturing home environment, a positive
role model, and plays a positive and active
partin a child’s life. Good parents provide
moral and spiritual guidance, set limits,
and provide consequences for a child’s
behavior. Good parents accept
responsibility for.the total development of
the child and guide the child in making
sound and healthy life decisions through
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open communication and mutual respect.
Spouse Relationship

Spouse relationship is one of the first
areas that parents should examine. Having

Lack of consultation and manipulation are
very common. It is more similar to the
relation between slave and his master
than the wife and husband. Unfortunately,

-sthese practices still exist in our

healthy and comprehensive relationship . “community. Though the Qur’an has clearly

with your wife at home, especially when
your children are around, contributes a lot
to the well-being of the family. It indirectly
educates your children to love and respect
others as they see their parents doing at
home. The children usually grow up with
the reflection of the family’s values and
principles that are set by the parents at
home. If these principles and values are
founded with true love, respect, tolerance
and dignity, the children will mostly
inculcate them in their behaviors and carry
forward with them in their lives. The lucky
ones will straighten on these behaviors or
expand them with the education they later
get from school and from other experience
in life. Unfortunately, the unlucky ones are
often altered by bad influences from
friends, pressure of some societal factors
or bad choices they later make in life.

Patterns of Spousal Relationship

There are three patterns of

relationship which determine the kind of
relationship a person has with his wife:
domination, lack of communication, and
Justice and balanced relationship. This
third pattern which is based on mutual
respect is the closest to the Islamic view
point.

Domination: This happens when
one spouse dominates another. It often
includes physical, mental or verbal abuses.

prohibited it. Allah tells us through His Last
Messenger (saws):

‘O my servants! | have indeed
prohibited injustice upon myself and made
it prohibited among you, so do not oppress
one another.” (Muslim)

“Avoid oppression, because
oppression will resultin deep darkness on
the Day of Resurrection; and avoid
stinginess, because stinginess has
destroyed those who preceded you.”
(Muslim)

Lack of communication:
Sometimes, there is little, if any,
communication taking place between wife
and husband. The two individuals share
the same house, but live in two different
worlds. They avoid seeing each other,
talking to each other, or even eating
together. They feel like prisoners trapped
in a marriage. Such a patternis notin the
interest of family well-being or success,
and it can lead to divorce. Once itends in
divorce, only the children will suffer the
most. Allah (swt) reminded us, He says:

“Treat them fairly. For if you dislike
(one of) them then it might be that you
dislike a thing but Allah has placed a lot of
goodinit” (Quran4:19)

And the Prophet (saws) said:
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“Let not a believing man hate a
believing woman; if he dislikes a
characteristic in her, he would be pleased
by other characteristics.” (Muslim)

Justice and balanced relationship: In
this pattern, we see justice and balance
in the relationship between husband and
wife. Their times are spent together.
Though they have their personal or
individual time and space, but those do not
affect the family one. They have mutual
respect for one another, adequate
communication always takes place. They
consult each other on everything,
pertaining to family matters. They are both
prepared to compromise on things and
accept the responsibility of their actions,
both good and bad. Uitimately, all Islamic
values and principles are observed. This
pattern is more or less, the closest to that
of Islam. The goal is to strive to get
whatever it takes for the benefit of the
family and the success of the children.

Allah (swt) says:

“The believers — men and women —
they are patrons unto each other. They
enjoin the virtuous, forbid evil, Pray, pay
the alms and obey Allah and His
Messenger. These —Allah will show them
mercy. Surely, Allah is All mighty, All wise.
Allah has promised the believing men and
believing women gardens beneath which
rivers flow, abiding therein forever, and
dwellings pleasant — in the Gardens of
Eden. But the Good Pleasure of Allah is
the greatest (of blessings). That, indeed,
is the great triumph.” (Qur'an 9: 71-72)

Environment
Imam Ghazali said:

“A child is a trust in the hands of his
parents. His mind is a precious diamond;
if conditioned on good morals, it has the
potential to become perfect. But if
conditioned on evil ways, it can also
become a beast, degrading itself.”

To make this easier, it is necessary
to establish an Islamic environment by
carefully selecting your neighborhood. We
tend to give more thought or concern to
how the house or an apartment looks but
we give less concern to its location
whether it is in safe environment or the
neighbors we are going to share things
with are good people or not. For the family
to be secure, we need a stable and
Islamically evolve environment. Not only
should the neighborhood be safe, but the
following should be kept in mind when
selecting a house or an apartment:

Its closeness to Islamic Institutions,
schools, recreational facilities, and public
transportation. With working distance,
children can have easy access to these
facilities.

Establishment of an Islamic library
in the house. A good family library should
include a variety of materials which should
provide the educational needs of all ages
of family members. It should have books
like Qur'an and Hadith, as well as other
disciplines, such as science and
mathematics. It should also have CDs
and audiotapes with variety of topics,
Anashid, Qur’anic recitations, lectures,
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and Khutbahs.
Vision and Goals

A vision can be described as
consisting of lifetime goals that defines
who you are and who you will become.
When you have a vision for you and your
family, it gives all the family a focus for
channeling your time, energy and money.
A vision is more far-reaching. Itis achieved
" through setting specific goals which, if
consistently acted upon, will result in
achievement of the vision. Afamily should
set goals. This can be done attwo levels:
personal goal and family goal. It is,
however, a good practice to be more
realistic in setting goals.

Goals are important because they

serve to illuminate a path. Without them,
we tend to waste time, and ultimately, find
that we have not accomplished anything
meaningful in our lives as the years go by.
Prophet Muhammad (saws) said:

- “Conduct yourself in this world as if
you are here to stay forever. Prepare for
eternity as if you had to die tomorrow.”
(Bukhari)

So, get your family into the habit of
- setting realistic goals. Have them know
" that life is not just about enjoying and
accumulating, but to have God pleased
with them as well. The prophet (saws)
said:

“If someone wants to know what
position he enjoys in the eyes of God, he
has only to look at what place he gives to
God (in his life).” (Hakim)

Let family members put Pleasing
God at the top of their list. Ensure goals
are setin all areas of life so that you and
members of your family grow in a
comprehensive, rather than fragmented,
fashion. The simplified example bellow
illustrates how the goals are set.

The goals | am going to accomplish
this year that will make significant and
meaningful differences are: spiritual,
personal, financial, health, household,
recreation, career, family, community and
friends. At the end of each year, review
what has been accomplished, and set new
goals for the next year. As we set new
goals, remember that the most important
goal is to have God pleased with us and
to strive for paradise.

Allah says:

“And the life of this world is no more
than an amusement and play. Surely, the
Abode of the Hereatfter, it indeed is the
(true) life — only if they knew.” (Qur’an
29:64)

Method of Parenting

Generally, there are three methods
of parenting and they can be categorized
as follow:

1. Dictatorial: Here, we see whatis called
control-oriented. Parents make the rules.
The children have minimal rights, they are
told what to do. Adults work and dictate
work to kids; often do not pray, but order
kids to pray. The parents mix their own
laws with God’s one. They teach one thing
but do another thing. They dictate
solutions to the problems.
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2. Permissive: The parents give
unnecessary freedom to the children.
They are left by themselves and they can
do whatever they like. They are not told
what s right or wrong. There is a very little
rule if any. No routines, adults go to work
and the children have fun. Neither of them
cares about prayer. The children
sometimes shout and say abusive words
to their parents.

3. Middle way: The middle way is where;
Parents give limited freedom to the
children. They are shown what they should
and shouldn’tdo. They are thought to know
their rights and their responsibilities as an
individual as well as a member of family.
The rules and routines are for whole family
members. They pray together. God’s laws
and rules are applied. Parents and the
children live by what they say. Differences
are mutually resolved. This method works
better and is the closest to the Islamic
approach. It balances the rights and the
responsibilities, less confrontation and
where necessary, the same rules apply
to both the children as well as parents.

Method of communication

Communication between and
among the family members is an essential
part of the family management. It is the
premium duty of the parents to establish
an effective way of communication
between and among the family members.
This should be carried on until everyone
in the family gets it right. Usually, this is
done in three different ways.

1. One way of communicating: This is
done when one member of the family does

all the talking and the others do the
listening. It is more like dictating on the
other side what to do whether this goes to
his, or her, favour or not, and they are
expected to accept whatever has been
dictated to them regardiess of their
positions or reasoning on the matter.
Definitely / this is not a good way of
communication.

2. Argumentative way of
communicating: The members of the
family commonly butt heads. They
question things they do not understand and
seek for clarification. Then, most of the
time, they have options to
uncompromisingly disagree with the ideas
that go against their reasoning and accept
that which they think are right.

3. Two way of communicating: This takes
place when family members get to
understand each other based on mutual
respect. They try to agree on most of the
issues. They ask questions and get
answers. They suggest ideas and listen
to others. They negotiate and compromise
on things they differ. Every ideaor person
in the family is taken seriously. Equal
consideration to the ideas and suggestions
are given to everyone. Everyone feels they _ .
are being listened to and, therefore, they
are important in the family. This kind of
communication strengthens the
relationship among the family members
and makes it possible to have an ideal
family that we all look for.

So, it is important to reflect this on
our current family communication that is
taking place and see whether we want to
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live with the kind of communication we now
have for the rest of our life or if there is a
need to improve it or even change it. In
addition, we shouid also impart to the
members of our household the Islamic
etiquette pertaining to communication.
Such as, kindness, not to get angry with
one another, not to call each other with
offensive names and most of all, we have
to be willing to forgive one another.

~ Values and Principles to be Inculcated

Values and principles are very
important elements in educating children.
Every family should have what is called “a
family value and its principle.” The Muslim
families in this regard are recommended
to use the holy Qur'an and the Sunnah of
the Prophet Muhammad (saws). The
children should be taught to understand
these Islamic values and the principles so
that they can inculcate them in their
attitudes. The prophet (saws) in his
farewell sermon said:

“l am leaving two things among you,
and if you follow them you will never go
astray: one is the QUR’AN and the other
is my SUNNAH (example).” (Hakim)

In recent days, one of the reasons
many families become dysfunctional is
that they stop applying principles from the
Qur’an and Hadith and live by other ideas
and principles instead. Like the Qur’an,
each member of the family should be
made to cultivate a personal relationship
with the Hadith. Children should not only
be made to memorize the Qur’an, but also
to understand it as well. As parents, we
can facilitate this by sharing something

from the Qur’an with our family on a regular
basis.

One way to condition our children
on good principles and morals is to
expose them to the Hadith (sayings) of
Prophet Muhammad (saws) consistently.
This should start from a young age and
continue until the child is out of our care.
Start with ahadith conveying simple ideas
and then move on to maore difficult
concepts.

For the accountability, a common
mistake parents make is to teach their
children to be accountable to them rather
than to be to Allah (swt) first and foremost. |
If we teach our children that they are
primarily accountable to Allah (swt), they
know that Allah (swt) and His recording
angels see and record everything they do,
even when we aren't around to see what
they are doing. To achieve this, we have
to teach our children by using relevant
concepts and principles from the Qur'an
and Hadith. For instance, life in the womb,
life on earth, death and what happens in
the grave, destruction of the world and
resurrection and accountability in the
Hereafter.

Alot of problems we face as parents
can be minimized if we develop God-
consciousness in our children. This can
be achieved by embedding in them the
attitude of daily remembrance of God (daily
Zikr). This may start with the five daily
prayers and the recitation of Qur'an, but
should eventually include supplications
(Tasbih) for one’s well being and prayer
(duas) before or after specific actions.
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Discipline is a very crucial value of
human life. Everything we do should be
based on discipline. As parents, we should
always emphasize on this pointso that the
children can have with them within their
day to day routine.

1. Let the children find a solution by
themselves.

2. Send the children for some quiet time.
3. Rescinding privileges.
4. Writing lines or an essay.

5. Send the children to read a relevant
stories or books.

6. Have the children do the chores of the
siblings he or she fought with.

7. Have the children go to bed early.

8. Explain to them about things considered
as natural consequences.

9. Educate the children on their actions.

10. Withhold part of their allowance if
necessary.

11. For lying, use a spiritual cure.

12. Do not practice favoritism among your
children.

In order to maintain children on this
path, we should build our family on routine.
As individuals, Islam protects us by
observing our five daily prayer routines.
Likewise, the children can be more
functional and better behaved if they are
raised on routine. Routine means the
children know what to expect and when to
expectit. Forinstance, the children should
know the time when to eat dinner, watch

TV, do their homework and time to go to
bed.

By establishing a planed family
routine based or around Islamic five daily
prayers, the children will practice worship
as a natural part of their routines. In
addition, as parents, we should make sure
that our children are aware of the safety
issues such as, fire safety, intoxicant,
drugs, Internet and especially sex; -
because we live in the society where
sexuality is openly discussed even with the
students in early grades. It is, therefore,
necessary as parents we are not shy to
learn and teach the Islamic perspectives.
The children should have clear
understanding on guidelines about
interacting with opposite sex. They should
know that they are not allowed to be alone
with members of opposite sex unless ’
married to them.

Involvement

As parents, we should always be
involved in our children lives. However, the
common mistakes many parents make
are that while they are involved in their
children lives, they do not let their children
to be involved in their own lives orinthe
household affairs. This can sometimes be
a contradictory. Involving children in our
lives, allows us to share our experiences
with them, builds a stronger relationship
and better communication. There are
certain ways we can involve children in our
lives: '

1. Household chores.
2. Professional work.
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3. Community work.

4. Family meeting.

5. Praying together.

6. Eating together at least one meal a day.
Prophet Muhammad (saws) said:

“No father can give his child anything
better than good manners.” (Tirmidhi)

To achieve this, we have to expose
our children to the teaching of Islam and
be an example to them. This means, we
cannot tell or send them to pray while we
ourselves neglect our prayers.

Evaluation

As parents, we often make the
assumption that we know our children. And
often, what we know of them is usually
based on what we knew of them when they
were much younger. However, as they get
older, itis important that we evaluate our
understanding of them. This evaluation
should enable us to see if we truly know

‘what is going on in their current life. In

addition, we should also look out for
ourselves. There are times when children
. can be disrespectful or may try to abuse
our rights as parents. If they do so, remind

- them with relevant verses or words from

Qur’an and Hadith. For example:

“Your Lord has decreed that you
shall worship none but Him, and (thatyou
shall treat) the parents with kindness.
Whether one or both of them attain old age
with you, then, say not to them (even)
an‘Oof,’ nor repel them, rather, speak to
them noble words. Lower to them the wing

of humbleness in mercy and say, ‘My Lord,
have mercy upon them even as they raised
me up (with care) when | was little.”
(Qur'an, 17: 23-24)

“He who wishes to enter Paradise
at the best gate, must please his father
and mother.” (Bukhari and Muslim)

To stay the course as parents and
to keep improving our parenting skills we
should utilize the various resources at our
disposal. This includes Qur’an
supplication, books and internet.

Conclusion

This essay highlighted the factors
that can have positive or negative effects
on parenting such as: spousal
relationship, setting of visions and goals.
Moreover, due to the complexity of the
concept, different approaches were
needed. As such, the paper provided
some very methodical approaches which
include method of communication, values
and principles to be inculcated within that
framework, such as discipline.

It is hoped that the work and the
ideas of this paper will serve to address
many difficulties and issues that the
majority of the Muslim community face in
upbringing and educating their children.
The work is the result of a long and careful

- study derived from many sources including

Qur’an and Hadith. |, therefore, hope this
work will go long way to contribute to the
general well-being of the Muslim
community in terms of parenting. B

(Courtesy: YMD)

(371



[ THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, May, 2015

Root Out llliteracy

Education is an essential tool for
understanding realities of life. It is backbone
of the nation. No nation can progress sans
this asset. All religions emphasize on
acquiring knowledge. We find that in spite
of its importance scant attention is paid in
this direction.

Time has come when we should gird
up the loins and come forward to work for
spreading education and motivate others
to achieve this precious essence without
which our life is bleak and meaningless.
The illiteracy is the greatest hindrance in
our progress and prosperity. Needless to
add that human beings are considered
superior to other creatures of Allah by
virtue of knowledge.

Emphasizing the importance and
significance of education vice-President
Mohammad Hamid Ansari has rightly said
that to combat the ghost of communalism,
people of the country would have to equip
themselves with the weapon of education.
If all get educated, surely there will be
communal harmony and peace in the
nation. Education also plays a vital role in
the development of the country. We will
have to educate every person if we want
to become a developed country. He further
added that “The southern states of the
country focus on education and have given
a number of intellectuals and scientists but
the northern India still lags behind in
education. We need to focus on education
in the coming times and should take steps
to improve the situation”.

-Obaidur Rahman Nadwi

Here, it is significant to note that
Islam has made education mandatory for
its adherents. Even the first revelation was
sent to prophet Muhammad (PBUH) by
Almighty God indicates towards
knowledge.

The holy Quran says:

“Read in the name of thy Lord Who
created man, out of a leech like clot: Read
and thy Lord is most bountiful. He who
taught the use of the pen, taught man that
which he knew not”. (S. 96A. 1-5)

The holy Qur'an further says: “God
brought you out of the wombs of your
mother knowing nothing, but gave you the
faculties of hearing, sight and perception
Would you not thank Him? (16:78) is the
man devoid of knowledge the equal of the
man in the know? Do you not think? (39:9)
O my Lord! Advance me in knowledge.”
(2:114)

If we think why God commenced the
first (PBUH) revelation with reading, we
find that the age in which prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) was sent, was the

age of ignorance. Itis obvious that without ™ -

knowledge ignorance and stagnation can
not be dispelled. Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) has laid great emphasis on the
acquisition of knowledge. The Prophet
said: “Seeking knowledge is incumbent
upon every Muslim man and woman”.

“Seek knowledge from cradle to the
grave”. “Acquire knowledge even if one
has to go to China.” Knowledge, says a
Tradition of the sacred Prophet, is the lost Yy

[38]



N

B THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, May, 2015 |

property of a Muslim and he is the rightful
owner. The Prophet further said: “Acquire
knowledge, because he who acquires it
in the way of the Lord performs an act of
piety; who speaks of it, praises the Lord,
who seeks it adores God, who dispenses
instruction in it, bestows alms, and who
imparts it to its fitting objects, performs
an act of devotion to God, Knowledge
enables its possessor to distinguish what
is forbidden from what its not, it lights the
way to Heaven; it is our friend in the desert,
our society in solitude, our companion
when bereft of friends; it guides us to
happiness; it sustains us in misery; it is
our ornamentin the company of friends; it
serves as an armour against enemies.
With knowledge the servant of God rises
to the height of goodness and to a noble
position, associates with sovereigns in this
world and attains to the perfection of
happiness in the next”.

Noted Scholar K.K. Usman has
precisely said: “Prophet Muhammad for
the first time in the history of Arabian
peninsula made knowledge an essential
tool for understanding realities of life.
Under his inspiring guidance, learning
acquired respect and reverence which

“remained the hallmark of Islamic

civilization for centuries afterwards. The
importance which the Quran attaches to
knowledge can further be explained by the
frequency with which it has used the ‘word
ilm (knowledge). According to one
estimate it has been used 750 times in
the Quran. In the mind of a Muslim,
knowledge should include everything
which reason and Revelation can unearth
for the betterment of mankind”. (This is
Islam, p, 135)

it should be kept in mind that Islam
always emphasizes on acquiring
profitable and advantageous knowledge.
Prophet Muhammad’'s (PBUH)
supplication is as follows: “O Allah, | seek
your refuge from a knowledge that does
not benefit, from a heart that does not fear,
from a soul that is not satisfied, and from
a prayer that is not granted.”

Swami Vivekananda says: “What is
education? Is it book-learning? No. Is it
diverse knowledge? Not even that. The
training by which the current and
expression of will are brought under control
and become fruitful is called education.
Now consider, is that education as a result
of which the will, being continuously
choked by force through generations, is
now well-nigh killed out; is that education
under whose sway even the old ideas, Let
alone the new ones, are that education
which is slowly making man a machine?
(Teachings of Swami Vivekananda, P,50)

Mahatma Gandhi held same views
regarding education. He said: “Live as if
you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you
were to live for ever”.

It should be a bounden duty of a
parent to impart education to children from
their early childhood. In fact, it is such a
gem that creates awareness, and helps
in development of mental faculties. It
provides ability to distinguish between
good and evil. To have a refined,
well-mannered and suave child who may
later become an asset to the family and
society in general is really nice. Parents
must, therefore, assert on proper and
good education of their progeny. B
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