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Equality and Brotherhood:

Socially, a most epoch-making
change was brought about by the
Islamic notion of human equality and
brother-hood. There was no division of
society into permanent classes and no
such community as the untouchables
among the Muslims. Their belief was
that no one was born unclean into the
world nor predeterminately ignorantand
debarred by the very fact of his birth in
a certain class from the acquirement
of knowledge. No trade or occupation
was reserved for any particular section
of humanity. On the other hand, they
fraternised freely with each-other at all
levels, the rich strove with the poor in
the pursuit of learning and there was
freedom of profession for all. The idea
of brotherhood was for the Indian mind
and the Indian society a novel
experience and a call to renewed
thinking which did a lot of good to the
country. The bonds of the then existing
class-ridden society were relaxed to a
considerable extent and thus was
witnessed a widespread recoil from the
excessive rigidity of the caste-system.
The advent of Islam acted as a
challenge to social reformers in other

fields also.m ) j
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Wisdom of Qur’an

“(0 Muhammad)! We never sent any
Messengers before you but they ate food

and walked about in the markets. We made |

some of you a means to test each by the
other to see whether you remain patient.
Your Lord is All-Seeing.”

(Al-Quran— 25:20)

This is a rejoinder to the objection made by
the unbelievers of Makkah who would ask what
kind of Prophet is this who eats and walks
aboutin the bazaars. Makkan unbelievers knew
that Noah, Abraham, Ishmael, Moses and
several other Prophets, even Jesus whom the
Christians had taken as the son of God, ate
like-any other mortal as also walked about the
bazaars.

The Messenger and the believers are a means
by which to test the unbelievers, and vice versa.
The unbelievers persecuted the believers
relentlessly, but in the end this stance only
served to further the cause of Islam. For after
the believers had successfully passed through
the crucible of persecution, the Messenger
(peace and blessings of Allah be to him) and
his sincere followers would have been
transmuted into pure, solid gold. As for those
of his followers whose Faith had any element
of insincerity, they would fail the test of
adversity.

Once the underlying wisdom behind making
the unbelievers a test for the believers and vice
versa is grasped, the believers should be patient
and appreciate that the hardships to which they
are exposed are a very useful way of achieving
the lofty purpose for which they are working.
They would then be ready to face tests of even
greater magnitude. B

Pearls From the
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)

It is narrated on the authority of
Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with
him) that the Holy Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be to him) said: “Iman
has over seventy branches, and modesty
is a branch of Iman.” '

(Sahih Muslim)

‘Seventy’ implies only its multiplicity and not
the exact number. What it means is that Iman
is not inert or lifeless but dynamic in the sense
that it revolutionises the whole life and thought
pattern and paves way for healthy changes.
The most important change is that man does
not worship any god butAllah and frees himself
from the bondage of all other deities. And in
the sphere of action the notable change is that
he always works for the good of humanity, the
most common expression of which is that he
clears the road of everything that may cause
harm to the passer-by.

Significantly, modesty has been particularly
stressed as part of the faith. It is because
modesty reflects a state of mental piety. Once
the Holy Messenger said to his companions:
‘Fight shy of Allah; itis His Right.’ They replied:
‘Praise be to Allah: we do fight shy.” Upon this
the Holy Messenger observed: ‘To fight shy of
Allah in fact means that you should fully guard
your mind and all thought crowded in it, and
stomach and all that is contained in it against
evil. And remember death and what would come
after it in the grave. He who does it fights shy
ofAllah.'s
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Editor’s Note &5
THE BLESSED MONTH OF RAMAZAN

Ramadhan is the month of peace, tranquility, piety, righteousness, generosity and
bestowal. Of the five tenets of Islam, fasting in the month of Ramadhan is a must every year.
During fast one must abstain from eating, drinking and smoking including inoculation and
injections from dawn to dusk. In this context the verses of the Holy Quran which ordain for
fasting, as an obligatory duty for Muslims are as follows:

“O ye who believe! Fasting is prescribed to you as it was prescribed to those before
you that ye may (learn) self restraint.” (Fasting) for a fixed number of days; but if any of you
is ill, or on a journey, the prescribed number should be made up from later days. For those
who can do it (with hardship), is a ransom, the feeding of one that indigent, but he that will
give more, of his own free will, it is better for him, and it is better for ye that ye face, if ye only
knew”. (S.2,A.183-184)

Ramadhan’s significance can be gauged from the fact that “the Quran was revealed
to prophet Muhammad(PBUH) in this month as a guide to mankind, also clear (signs) for
guidance and judgment (between right and wrong). So every one of you who is present at
his house during that month should spend it in fasting, but if anyone is ill, or on a journey,
the prescribed period (should be made up) by days later. God intends every facility for you;
He does not want to put you to difficulties. He wants you to complete the prescribed period,
and to glorify Him in that He has guided you; and perchance ye shall be grateful. (S.2,A.185)

Needless to add that like Salat (Prayers), fasting has been an essential duty for the
followers of earlier Prophets. The Bible says that Jesus Christ fasted for forty days (Matthew
4: 1-4, Mark 1:12-13 and Luke 4:1-4). In Peter 2:21 the followers of Christ are enjoined to
fast as the Prophet did. Even the Vedas and the Puranas prescribe fasting. Thus earlier
peoples fasted though with a difference in the number of days and the prescribed time of
fasting.

It should be kept in mind that this particular month has been considered sacred
even from pre-Islamic days too. lbn-Hisham states that the Qurayesh in the days of ignorance
spent one month a year on Mt. Hira, practicing penance (Tahannuth). Before instituting
fasting of Ramadhan Muhammad (PBUH) evidently observed fast on the tenth of Moharram”.
(History of the Arabs, p. 133)

During Ramadhan evil conceals itself while good comes to the fore and the whole
atmosphere is filled with piety and purity. The holy prophet says: “The deed of son of Adam
is’ increased several times (in Ramadhan) and the reward is increased by ten times. But
Allah says that fasting is exclusively for Him and He himself will deliver its reward (to His
bondsmen) as he abstains from eating and controls his desires only for Him. There are (two
instances) of happiness for the fasting Muslim, one is at the time of breaking his fast and
the other at the time meeting his Lord. And verily to Allah, the smell of fasting person’s
breath is the best and cleanliest. “The prophet of Islam also says: There is a door of paradise
called Rayyan towards which only the fasting will be called. Only the fastings will be called.
Only the fastings will enter it and those who enter it will never feel thirsty.

[S]
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It is related by Abu Hurairah that the Apostle of Allah said: “when the month of
Ramazan' comes, the Gates of Heaven are thrown open, and the Gates of Hell are shut,
and the devils are put behind the bar.” (In another report, the “Gates of Mercy” are mentioned
in place of the “Gates of Heaven.” (Bukhari and Muslim)

“Salman Farsi narrates that the Apostle of Allah delivered a sermon on the last day
of Sha’ban in which he said:’

“O my people! You are on the threshold of a month of great solemnity and blessings.
It is a month whose one night is better than a thousand months. God has prescribed fasting
in this month and make Taraweeh prayers optional Whosoever willingly and with good
intentions does one good act in this month will have the merit of having done an obligatory
act in other months and one who does a prescribed act in this month it will be equal to
seventy prescribed act of other months. This is the month of endurance and the reward of
endurance is paradise and this the month of sympathy with and care of the needy men of
the community”. (Mishkat)

It is related by Abu Hurairah that the Apostle of Allah said: “Whoever omits even a
single fast of Ramazan without the legal concession of a journey etc. or (a valid excuse like
that of iliness), amends cannot be made for the thing that is omitted even though he observes
fasting throughout the life.” (Tirmizi)

Itis needless to add that fasting is a shield against sins, crimes, vices and other un-
Islamic acts. The prophet says: “Fast is like a shield for protection from satan’s attack.
Therefore, when one observes fast he should use this shield and abstain from quarreling.
If anybody abuses him or quarrels with him, he should simply say: Brother, | am fasting do
not expect me to indulge in similar conduct (Bukhari & Muslim)

To restore real spirit of fast, it is incumbent to observe it with prescribed rules and
regulations. The noble prophet said: “If one does not give up speaking a lie during fast,
God does not require him to give up eating and drinking (Bukhart).

On another occasion, he said: “Many are the people who fast but who “gain nothing
from their fasts except hunger and thirst: and many are those who stand praying all night
but gain nothing except sleeplessness (Darimi)”

To sum up the fasting according to Islam, is a spiritual discipline and as a consequence

itinculcates moral discipline. It imparts moral strength and leads to the promotion of” virtues
of piety.

We solicit articles for publication in The Fragrance of East. Suitable
remuneration will be paid to writers. We prefer receipt of articles on:
e-mail: shariq_alavi@yahoo.com
along with a hard copy, duly signed, by post.
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From Birth To Adulthood

Birth of the Baby

When a baby is born in a Muslim
family, he is first taken to an elder and
pious member of the family or a neighbour
who repeats the words of the call to prayer
(adhan) into the baby's right ear, and those
of the igamah into his left ear. The call to
prayer and igamah are essential pre-
requisites of the Muslim prayer. The baby,
obviously, is completely unaware of this
ceremonial chanting but the intention is
that he should first hear the name of God
and the Muslim confession of faith. it is
also customary to place on this occasion
a bit of date chewed by some pious person
in the mouth of the baby. This custom
which has the sanction of the Prophetic
Tradition, is intended to sanctify the newly
born.

The birth of a baby is, for the
Muslim family, a joyful event; the occasion
being enlivened by differing customs and
ceremonies depending more often on local
traditions and.the social and economic
status of the family. Greetings are
exchanged between the relatives who
wish good luck to the parents. Another
custom peculiar to Indian Muslims but not
prevalentamong the Arabs or the Muslims
elsewhere is the presentation of garments
or other articles of dress for the baby by
the near relatives, specially from the
mother’s side. The custom varies from
place to place in different parts of the
country.

-S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

Agiga of the Child

The birth of the baby is celebrated
by shaving his head and by offering of a
living sacrifice. The ceremony known as
agiqa or moondan fs normally performed
on the seventh day of the child’s birth. If it
is not performed for any reason on the
seventh day, it can be carried out on the
fourteenth or a subsequent day fixed in this
wise. Two goats are sacrificed if the infant
is a male child, otherwise one is
considered enough. The flesh is given to
the poor and also distributed among the
relatives. There is also no bar to its
consumption by the family members and
relatives who are often invited to partake
the meal at the house of the parents. The
agiqa is, however, neither obligatory
(fardh) nor essential (wajib), nor is the
sacrifice a duty incumbent on the parents.
One can forgo the ceremony if one’s
means do not permit it.

The usage common among the
Indian Muslims is to invite the relatives and
friends on the day appointed for the aqiqa.
The barber is then called in who
ceremoniously removes the hair of the
baby. Alms are then given in the form of a
quantity of silver equal to the weight of the
baby’s hair or its approximate price. The
practice is followed to emulate the Prophet
of Islam who is reported to have
distributed alms in a similar manner. In
certain sections of the Muslims, the family
barber, who belongs to one of the serving
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castes and is attached to the higher-cum-
feudal classes, performs aqgiga and similar
other ceremonial functions. On the joyous
occasion of agiga as well as on functions
of similar nature the family barber gets
rewards throughout the ceremony, on
different pretexts, from the members of the
household and the near kins, which
constitute a major source of his income.

Christening of the Child

The infant is normally given his
name on the occasion of aqiga, and it is
more often proposed by an elder member
of the family or a neighbour revered for his
piety. Some-times the parents or the
members of family themselves select a
suitable name for the child. Indian Muslims
prefer to give Arabic names to their
children; or, more correctly, like the
Muslims elsewhere, names expressing
Islamic denomination are adopted so that
there may be no doubt about the religion
of the child. The Muslim doctors of faith
consider the practice beneficial from a
psychological view-point and insist on it
for maintaining the religious identity of the
Muslims. They look with disfavour the
practice followed by the Chinese Muslims
whose names give no indication whether
one is a Muslim ornot. There are, any way,
no religious injunctions calling upon the
Muslims to give any particular type of
names to their children except that such
names are to be preferred which are
expressive of the Unity of God and
submission to Him. A great majority of the
Muslim names in India and other
countries, therefore is that which has ‘abd
(stave) as a prefix of one of the Divine

attributes, such as Abdullah, Abdur
Rahman, Abdul Wahid, Abdul Ahad, Abdul
Samad, Abdul Aziz Abdul Majid, Abdul
Majeed and so on. At the same time, itis
excep-tionable to have such names which
smack of pride or disobedience Names,
such as the Malk-ul-Muluk (King of Kings),
Shahen shah (Emperor) are accordingly
viewed with disfavour.

Names of the Prophets and
Companions

In giving names to their children the
second preference, of a Muslim goes to
the names of his own beloved Prophet and
his distinguished companions and
members of the Prophet’s family. Another
reason for the adoption of these names is
to bless and sanctify the baby. In India the
names which have Muhammad or Ahmad
as one of their component parts abound,;
sometimes both these names of the
Prophet are given to a child who is thus
called Muhammad Ahmad; or else they
prefer to have Muhammad as an essential
prefix even though the child may not have
been formally christened by that name on
the occasion of agiqa. We, therefore,
frequently come across such names as
Muhammad Sa'eed, Muhammad ‘Aziz,

‘Muhammad Husain and similar other

names. The other names commonly
adopted are those of the members of the
Prophet’s family and his companions.
Daughters usually receive the names of
the wives and daughters of the Prophet.

An interesting feature of the
names of Muslims is that the Prophet of
Islam belonged to the Ismaelite branch of
the Semitic race with whom the Muslims

[8]
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have ever had a religious and emotional
attachment. However, among the
descendents of Shem, the Israelites and
Ismaelites have had a long-standing fued
which continues even to the present times
in the shape of differences between the
Jews and the Arabs, but this bitterness has
never led the Muslims to avoid the names
of the Israelite prophets. The Muslim creed
of having faith in the prophethood of every
apostle sent by God for the guidance of
humanity has saved them from falling a
prey to the racial prejudice normally
engendered by centuries old enmity and
hatred between the two nations. There are
hundreds of thousands of Muslims in India,
as in the Arab countries and the rest of
the Muslim world, who have been named
after Prophet Ishaq (Isaac) and his
descendants, such as, Yaqoob (Jacob),
Yusuf (Joseph), Dalid (David), Sulaiman
(Solomon), Musa (Moses), Haroon
(Aaron), (Isa (Jesus), (Imran (lyokem),
Zakariya (Zechariah), Yahya (John) among
the males and Maryam (Mary), Safura
(Sapphira), Aasia and similar other names
among the women, who were all Israelites.

Some Undesirable Names

Indian Muslims have also evolved
certain names which are peculiar to them
indicating local influence of the personality
cult as well as undue veneration of the
saints. Some of such common names
found among the Indian Muslims often run
counter to their belief in the Unity and
overlord-ship of God. One of the foremost
articles of the Islamic faith is that God
alone is the Provider of sustenance,
Bestower of children and the Forgiver of

sins but quite a number of indian Muslim
names ascribe these Divine attributes to
the saints and the venerated personages

" belonging to the Prophet’s household.

Some of such undesirable names are
Salar Baksh, Madar Baksh, Qalandar
Baksh, Sabir Baksh, Ali Baksh, Husain
Baksh,’Abdul Hasan, Abdul Husain etc.

Another significant feature of the
Indian Muslim names is that these are
usually composed of two different names
as, for example, Muhammad Hasan,
Mahmood Hasan, Usman Ahmad, Ali
Murtuza, while the Arabs prefer single
names. Wherever the Arabs have
composite names, the first name is the
original or christen name of the man while
the subsequent part indicates the name
ofhis father, the familyname orthe Iaqab
(surname). In Gujarat, Maharashtra and
certain southern states of India, Muslims
have their first names completed by the
addition of their father's names.There are
also certain common surnames of Hindus
as well as Muslims in certain southern
parts of the country, such as, Deshmukh,
Modak, Tankar, etc. which denote either
the ancestral village or town or the
occupation or office held by one’s
forefathers under the Indian princes before
establishment of British rule in India.

Names of Indian Origin and the Aliases

In India we have names of purely
Indian origin too. One or both the portions
of such names, normally composite ones,
are derived from Urdu, Persian or one of
the local dialects, and can be easily
distinguished from the more common
Islamic names of the Indian Muslims. Afew
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of such composite names are Bunyad
Husain, Gulzar Ali, Allah Diya, Barkhurdar,
Umar Daraz Beg. There are still other
purely indigenous names, such as,
Hubdar Khan, Umrao Mirza, Amir Baz
Khan, Baz Mir which are not to be found
anywhere else nor is it possible, to say
how these have come into vogue in certain
areas.

Besides the proper name given to
a man, there is a custom of having an
alias also, by which one is called by the
friends and relatives.

Sometimes, however, such an
alternative name of a person becomes so
well-known that even his intimate friends
do not know his christened name. These
aliases are very often given either as pet
names to the children to be used in familiar
affection or are abbreviations of the longer
names. Aliases are more in common use
in Oudh, particularly around Lucknow. A
few of such names are: Naushah Mian,
Piare Mian, Basawan Mian, Banney Mian,
JiMian, Nagqgan Sahib, Kabban Sahib, and
the like.

Circumcision

Another ritual following the
Ibrahimic tradition, that a child has to
undergo after aqiga, is circumcision or
khatna. The Arabs have always observed
the ceremony of khatna which has also
the sanction of practice followed by the
Prophet of Islam. Normally the operation
is performed by a barber but now-a-days
people get the circumcision operation
performed in the hospitals where better
medical facilities are available. Thisis also

regarded as a festive occasion for the
family when friends and relatives are
invited to participate in the joyous event.

The Ceremony of Bismillah

Soon after a child is able to speak
and comprehend things an elderly and
pious person is invited to initiate the
instruction of the child. This ceremony,
known by the name of Bismillah, marks
the beginning of the child’s education. In
families which are economically well-off it
is a festive occasion celebrated with pride
and pomp. Also known as tasmia khwani
and maktab nashini, the ceremony is at
places performed exactly after the child
attains the age of four years, four months
and four days. Itis difficult to say if the age
fixed for the ceremony has any numerical
significance or how it originated, but it has
definitely no religious sanction.

The teacher performing the
initiation ceremony first asks the child to
repeat Bismillah-ir-Rahman-ir-Rahim (In
the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the
Merciful) and then, after praying God to
bless the child with light and learning,
formally teaches a few words from a
primer of the Qur’an. In India the
preparatory text-book normally used on the
occasion is Qaida Baghdadi. After the
ceremony is over, all those who are
present on the occasion invoke the
bless-ings of God for the child, sweets are
distributed and the guests’ are entertained
with light refreshments.

Beginning of the teaching of Quran

Besides tasmia khwani, there are
two more ceremonies relating to the
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education of the child, which have now
seldom an occasion to be performed
owing to the changed curriculum and the
system of education. The first one of these
is gone through when the child begins
reading the Qur’an. On this occasion
those five verses of the Qur'an which
were first revealed to the Prophet and are
very meaningful and suited to the

occasion, are repeated by the child. These -

are.

“In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the
Merciful. Read: (O Muhammad), In the
name of thy Lord Who createth,

Createth man from a clot.

Read: And thy Lord is the Most
Bounteous

Who teacheth by the pen.
Teacheth man that which he knew notl.”
Completion of the Qur’an

The second function pertaining to
the education of the child is observed when
the child has read the entire Qur'an. ltis
normally a simple ceremony when sweets
are distri-buted or sharbet is served to
those present, and a presen-tation of
garments is made to the teacher. In certain
places it is also customary to reward the
teacher with cash. The ceremony is
known by the name of nashrah.

Instruction in Cleanliness and
Purification

The children are taught, right from the
tender age when they begin to speak, to
keep their body and clothes clean from dirt
and all other impurities. Later on, when

they begin formal education, they are told
to wash the private parts with water after
urination and excretion. Insistence on ritual
purification of the child by the educated
parents goes to instil a sense of
cleanliness in the child. It, however, also
depends on the surroundings, occupation
of the parents and the instruction of the
child by the teachers. Parents with a
religious bent of mind are generally more
scrupulous in this regard.

Instruction to offer Salat

The children are also taught how
to perform wadu i. e. ritual ablution
necessary for offering the prayers. Boys
are encouraged from an early age to
accompany their fathers while going to the
mosque for prayers. This offers them an
opportunity to tearn how to perform the
prayers and also to cultivate a habit of it. A
Tradition of the Prophet directs that the
child should be instructed to offer prayers
when he attains the age of seven years
and admonished for it if he does not get
used to it by the age of ten.

Coaching in Etiquettes and Manners

in the Muslim society, the young
children are more a responsibility of the
mothers than any other member of the
family. Educated and cultured mothers
always keep an eye on the manners of their
children and teach them the rules of
courtesy and good behaviour as dictated
by the religious precepts. The children are
taught to begin every good work as, for
example, taking of water and food or
shaking of hands, with the right hand and
cleansing of the private parts with the left

[11]
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one. They are urged to sit down while
taking water and to drink it in three breaths.
They are trained to salute their elders first;
say Alhamdu lillah whenever they sneeze;
begin taking food with Bismillah and offer
thanks to God after finishing the meals.
The mothers normally make it a point that
the youngsters commit to memory some
of the smaller chapters of the Qur'an and
also other supplications of daily use. The
mothers also try to infuse the spirit of true
faith. righteousness and dutifulness into
their children through fables and stories
of the prophets and the events related by
them from the history of Islam. The
constant aim of every well-bred Muslim
mother is to make her child virtuous and
upright, a believing Muslim and an ideal
man. In fact, the importance attached to
the family in Islam arises from the duty of
the parents to provide instruction to the
child not only in what are known as the
rights of God i. e., the religious
observances and the behaviour in
conformity with the norms of morality and
religion but also good manners, especially
in matters of ettiquete and politeness, and
the rights of his fellow-beings, for all these
form part of the Muslims’ faith (iman) in
Islam.

The Fast-breaking Ceremony

Rozah, also known as saum, is
enjoined by the religious law of Islam as
an obligatory observance on every Muslim,
but, on the condition that he must be an
adult and in sound physical and mental
health. But, infatuated with enthusiasm to
emulate their parents and relatives the
young boys and girls insist on keeping

fasts along with elder members of the
family. The young boys often begin
observing the fast secretly or are
encouraged by the parents to keep the first
fast (rozah) at the age of about ten or
eleven years. This also being an occasion
for family rejoicing, the relatives and friends
as well as the chums of the child keeping
the fast are invited to a special feast. The
ceremony which is called rozah kushai
provides another occasion for elaborate
preparations being made for the fast-
breaking meal, or aftar which is taken just
after sunset. Even the people not in
possession of a moderately good income
deem it necessary to make special
arrangements for such feasts. The
ceremony has, in certain places, gradually
assumed sufficient importance with the
feast of friends and relatives as its central
function.

The two essential religious
observances, the prayer and fasting,
become obligatory on ail adults
possessing mental and physical faculties
and, on the fulfiiment of certain other
conditions elaborated in the law books, to
undertake the pilgrimage to Mecca (hajj)
and to pay the poor-due (Zakat). Attainment

-of the age of majority thus brings a Muslim

under the operation of the laws prescribing
the permissible and prohibited acts, holds
him responsible for his omissions and
commissions and renders him liable to
punishment in the Hereafter for the
disregard of Divine injunctions. &

[12]



—a  THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, July, 20 14 |

Prophet Muhammad’s Spirit Towards Dawah

Islam is not merely confined to the
affirmation of faith in Allah, His Angels, His
Books, His Messengers, and the Day of
Judgement. Nor are the Muslims confined
to performing the prayers, observing the
fasts, paying zakat and performing Haijj.
Over and above these duties, there is one
which is the most important that your lives
bear before all mankind witness to the
Truth that you have been given by God,
the Truth which you believe to be true. Allah
says in the Qur'an, “And thus We have
made you a median (i.e., just) community
that you will be witness over the people
and the Messenger will be a witness over
you.” (Qur'an 2:143).

For this very purpose all the
Messengers were sent to the world; this
was their primary duty. After them, their
followers were entrusted with the same
duty. And now the Muslim Ummah, as the

successor of Prophet Muhammad (peace -

and blessings of Allah be to him), is
charged with the very mission, just as he
was charged with it during his lifetime. His
seriousness, dedication and consistency
helped him achieve the mission for which
he was sent.

After seeing Islam spread so
rapidly, the people of Quraish gave many
offers to Prophet Muhammad. They said,
“We will give you money and make you
the richest man in Makkah. If you are
looking for women, we will get you married
to 10 beautiful women and you just give

- Syed Kazim

up your mission” but he did not agree and
declined all their offers.

“in another instance, the people of
Quraish went to Abu Talib and threatened
him saying, “Your nephew is crossing all
limits, he is criticising our idols, he is
condemning our ancestors, and he is
putting your life and his life in danger.”

When Abu Talib met Prophet
Muhammad, he said, “Do not put a burden
on my shoulders which | cannot bear.” And
now, it is the reply of Prophet Muhammad

~ which helps us understand the

seriousness which he had for the task
given to him. He replied to Abu Talib saying,
“O! My Uncle, even if you put the Sun in
my right hand and the Moon in the left, |
will not give up this mission (of spreading
God’s word) until | die. (Ibne Hisham —\ol.
1). It is actually impossible to bring the Sun
in one's right hand and the Moon in the left
and even if his uncle made the impossible
possible, he would not stop his work.
What better an example can we get for
his dedication and commitment?

When Prophet Muhammad
(peace and blessings of Allah be to him)
went to Taif to invite people to Islam, the
people stoned him and his shoes were
filled with blood. Angel Jibrail came to
Prophet Muhammad and said, “O Prophet
of Allah! if you order, | will grind the people
of Taif between mountains.” He said, “l am
sent as the Prophet of mercy, not to punish
people. These people just don’t know me

[13]
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and | hope that Allah will raise someone
among these people who will serve Isiam.”
Let us try to understand the positive
attitude and patience he had towards his
mission and responsibility which was
entrusted upon him by Allah the Exalted.

Tired, forsaken and wounded, he
sought. refuge in a nearby garden. The
garden belonged to Atabah and Shaibah
bin Rabee’ah, who were watching the
cruel episode from behind, who were from
a Quraishi family. Pitying the plight, they
instructed their Christian slave Addas to
take a tray of dates to the Messenger. The
Christian slave came to Prophet
Muhammad and offered him water and
grapes. The Prophet said Bismillah and
started eating. Addas was surprised. “The
people of these lands don’'t say these
words?” he asked. The Prophet, in spite
of the pain, used the opportunity to do
Dawah. He asked, “Where are you from
and what is your religion?” Addas replied,
“I am a Christian from Ninawa (Iraqg)”.
Then the Prophet said, “From the town of
the righteous man, Younus bin Mattah
(Jonah)”. Addas burst out in excitement
and asked, “And what makes you know
about Younus bin Mattah?” He replied, “He
is my brother. He was a Prophet, and so
am |.” Addas kisses his forehead, hands
and feet while his two masters stared in
disbelief. And recited the kalima. Prophet
Muhammad used to use every opportunity
effectively to do Dawah, even in the state
of pain and trauma, he conveyed the
message.

Generally prisoners captured after
the war are ill-treated. But Prophet
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah

be to him) would use this opportunity to
do Dawah. After the Battle of Badr, he told
his companions to treat them well. So if
the companion was given a prisoner under
his custody and he was eating, he would
give that food or even better food to the
prisoner. Just seeing the character of the
Muslims, many people would accept Islam.
As they were prisoners, they could have
been forced to accept Islam, but the
Messenger and his companions used the
opportunity wisely to invite them to Islam.

In the Hajjatul Wida, Prophet
Muhammad delivered the final sermon. In
the sermon, he said, “All those who listen
to me shall pass on my words to others
and those to others again; and it may be
that the last ones understand my words
better than those who listen to me directly.
Be my witness, O Allah, that | have
conveyed your message to your people.”
After saying this, he asked the people,
“Have | conveyed the Message of Allah to
you?” And the people answered saying,
“Yes, Allah is the witness”. Then he raised
his forefinger towards the heaven and
said, “Be my witness O Allah, Be my
witness O Allah, Be my witness O Allah.”
In his final sermon he entrusted the
responsibility on the Muslim Ummah to
convey the message of Islam to others
as he was not only addressing the people
who were present but all the Muslims who
will be coming to this world.

There was a Jewish boy who used
to take care of Prophet Muhammad
(peace and blessings of Allah be to him).
The Messenger came to know that the
former was not feeling well, he rushed to
him, sat next to him and asked him to

[14]
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recite the kalima. The boy looked towards
his father who was a Jew and his father
said, “Listen to Prophet Muhammad” and
the boy recited the kalima and died. He
said, “Allah has saved him soul from fire.”
Let us try to understand the spirit and
seriousness he had towards conveying
the message that he travelled a long
distance to convey the message to a boy.

Prophet Muhammad knew thathe
along could not do the work of conveying
the message of Islam; so he appointed
people to do the same SO that the
message is conveyed to more and more
people. In this regard, he appointed Musab
bin Umair to go to Madina and invite people
to Islam. Even when his life was in danger,
he used to pray in pubic in the Haram and
give Dawah to the people. He forgave
people after Makkah was captured. He
gave more wealth to new converts of
Makkah so that their hearts soften. He
used to sit, speak and eat with the people,
so that conveying the message becomes
much easier.

To convey the message, one need
not wait till he gains complete knowledge.
He should go ahead and covey whatever
he knows. Prophet Muhammad (peace
and blessings of Allah be to him) said,
“Convey from me even if it is one verse.”
If we need to make best use of the
knowledge, it should only be spread, as
Prophet Muhammad said, “There is no
man who memorises knowledge then
conceals it, but he will be brought forth on
the Day of Resurrection bridled with chains
of fire” (/bn Majah). If one loves a person,
he will always guide him and advise him
to do good and Prophet Muhammad

related this act with the belief of a person
as once he said, “None of you are true
believers until you love for your brother
what you love for yourself.” From these
sayings, we can understand the spirit and
seriousness he had towards Dawah.

He considered the work so
seriously, that he continued doing the work
both in Makkah and Madina for 23 years.
Doing this noble work also carries great
reward as he once said to Ali, “If one man
is guided towards Islam because of you,
it is better for you that the red camels’
(Bukhari). Taking into consideration the
Indian context, the issue of conveying the
message becomes really serious
because we are living in a country where
more than 80% of people are unaware of
the teachings of Islam.

From the life of Prophet
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah
be to him) we have a lot to learn. He never
compromised with the task which was
given to him. He always has a positive
attitude towards the non-Muslims. He used
every opportunity to do Dawah. He sent
capable people to different places to
convey the message. He used to ask
people to just convey the message. He
asked the companions and all the people
to come, to spread the message to other
people. He left no stone unturned to
accomplish the task. He was the most
sincere, patience, dedicated and steadfast
Dayee. Truly, the Qur’an has rightly said,

“In the Prophet is the best example.” ®

(Courtesy: Radiance)

[15]
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Zakat

“‘And pay the poor-due”. (2:83)

The word Zakat is derived from
the word zaka which means “it (a plant)
grew”. The second derivative of this
word carries the sense of purification,
e.g. qad aflaha man zakkaha (He is
indeed successful who purified himself).
The other word used for Zakat both in
the Quran and the Hadith is sadaga
which is derived from sidq (the truth).
Both these words are highly significant.
The spending of wealth for the sake of
Allah purifies the heart of man of the love
of material wealth of this world.

Islam proclaims that the true
owner of everything is not man butAllah,
Who bestows wealth on people out of
His beneficence as He sees fit. Hence
those to whom He has given more have
an obligation to spend from His bounty
on those who need help. The payment
of Zakat which is the share of Allah and
the Muslim community in the Muslims’
wealth, purifies his remaining
possessions and makes his ownership
of them legal and permissible. It also
purifies the heart from greed and
selfishness. In any society there will
always be people in distress and want
for one reason or another: due to some
- calamity, war, a disabling condition, the
inability to find work or orphans, widows
and the aged who are unable to work

- Syed Sulaiman Nadwi

and who have no one to provide for
them. Obviously there must be some
permanent, workable provision for them
which is also compatible with human
dignity and which simultaneously
eliminates bitterness and envy between
the rich and the poor. It is to be
remembered that in spite of the modern
advances in economic systems, method
of distribution of wealth, and concern for
the rights of the human beings to have
their basic needs met, no ideology or
economic system has been able to
develop any institution comparable to
Zakat for dealing with the problem of
poverty while at the same time offering
a solution to class rivalries and hatred.

Zakat is the most effective
means to improve the economic
condition of the have-nots. It is not a
mere tax, but a form of worship whereby
a man comes close to his Lord. The
Muslims have, therefore, been enjoined
to pay Zakat with the same sense of
earnestness and devotion in which the
seeker of the pleasure of the Lord
observes the prayer. '

It should also be remembered
that Zakat or Sadaqga in Islam is an
obligatory act which every Muslim is
enjoined to perform if he is sincere in
his beliefin Allah and the Hereafter. Thus

[16]
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who receives Zakat, but a sense of
thankfulness and gratitude on the part
of the giver, since he has been enabled
by the recipient to discharge his
obligation which he owes to Allah and
society.

The importance of Zakat can be
understood from the fact that it has been
mentioned at eighty two places in the
Holy Qur'an in close connection with
prayer. The companions of the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) knew its basic
importance in Islam. Itis a known fact
that after the death of the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) some of the tribes who believed in
Oneness of God and observed prayer,
refused to pay Zakat, and the first Caliph
Abu Bakr (Allah be pleased with him) in
an answer to the advice of Hadrat ‘Umar
(Allah be pleased with him) to show
tolerance towards them, said in explicit
terms “By Allah, | would definitely wage
war against them who separate prayer
from Zakat.

Jabir b. ‘Abdullah (Allah be
pleased with him) reported: | gave the
pledge of allegiance to the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) for offering prayer perfectly, giving
Zakat, and giving good advice to every
Muslim.

ibn ‘Abbas (Allah be pleased with
him) reported: A delegation of the tribe
of ‘Abdul Qais came to the Prophet

(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) and said: O Allah’'s Messenger
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) we are from the tribe of Rabi’a, and
the infidels of the tribe of Mudar stand
between us and you; so we cannot
come to you except during the sacred
months. Please order us to do
something (religious deeds) which we
may take it from you (carry out) and also
invite to it our people whom we have left
behind. The Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: |
order you to do four things and forbid
you four others: (1 order you) to have faith
in Allah, and confess that none has the
right to be worshipped but Allah, (and
the Prophet) gestured with his hand like
this (i.e. one knot) and to offer prayers
perfectly and to pay the Zakat, and to
pay one-fifth of the booty in Allah’s
cause. And | forbid you to use Dubba’,
Hantama, Nagir and Muzaffat (all are
utensils used for preparing alcoholic
drinks).

Ibn ‘Abbas (Allah be pleased with
him) reported: The Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) sent
Mu’adh (Allah be pleased with him) to
Yemen and said: Invite the people to
testify that none has the right to be
worshipped but Allah and | am Allah’s
Messenger and if they obey you to do
so, then inf.orm them that Allah has
enjoined on them five prayers in every
day and night, and if they obey you to
do so, then inform them that Allah has

[17]
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made it obligatory for them to pay the
Zakat from their property and it is to be
taken from the wealthy amongst them
and given to the poor. In the fifth year of
the Prophet’s (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) mission, the life
became so utterly unbearable for
Muslims at Makkah that Muhammad
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) advised them to leave the city and
go to Abyssinia. A group of Muslims,
therefore, migrated to the Kingdom of
Negus who asked about their religion.

In reply Hadrat Ja'far (Allah be
pleased with him) said besides other
things: The Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him)
commanded us to serve God and join
no one in His service, and he
commanded us to pray; give alms and
to keep fast. Ibn ‘Abbas (Allah be
pleased with him) said: Abu Suffyan
narrated to me the Hadith of the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him), the conversation which happened
between him (Abu Suffyan) and
Heraclius and quoted from it: “He (the
Prophet) ordered us to pray perfectly
and pay the Zakat, to keep good
relations with kith and kin and to be
chaste.”

The Rate of Zakat

Zakat is paid on the surplus of
wealth which is left over the passage of
a year. Leaving aside merchandise,
animals and agricultural yield, Zakatis

paid at almost uniform rate of 2%
percent. :

The minimum standard of surplus
wealth over which Zakat is charged is
known as Nisab. It differs with different
kinds of wealth, the most important
being 200 dirhams or 522 tolas (nearly
21 0z.) in case of silver, and 20 mithqals
or 7% tolas (nearly 3 0z.) in case of
gold. The Nisab of cash is the same as-
that of gold and silver.

A basic principle has been laid
down for the Sadaqga (Zakat) in the
agricultural produce. If the land is
irrigated by artificial methods, one-
twentieth part of the yield is to be paid
as Zakat, but if the land irrigated by
rainfall, streams, rivers, fountains or by
the moisture of the earth, i.e. by the
natural resources of water, then one/
tenth (usher) is to be paid as Zakat.
There is some difference of opinion
whether ‘usher is levied on all types of
agricultural yield or some particular
types. Imam Shaukani and Amir
Muhammad Isma’il are in favour of the
second opinion, i.e. it is to be paid on
wheat, barley, dates and raisins and
Imam Malik and Shafi’l believe that
Zakat is payable on that yield which can
be dried and stored for food.

According to Imam Abu Hanifa,
Zakatis to be paid on all types of
agricultural yield, provided the aim of
cultivation is to improve upon the land
and make it useful for growing of crops.

(18]
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trees which bear no fruit are exempted
for Zakat. He considers Zakat to be
compulsory even on vegetables and
fruits, which, according to some
Ahadith, are exempted from Zakat. The
scholars have reconciled the two views
saying that the exemption granted in
case of vegetables implies that the
proceeds of the Zakat are not to be sent
to Bait-ul-Mal, but the owner may himself
distribute it among the poor. (Maulana
Anwar Shah, Faid-ul-Bari: Vol. lll p. 46).

The horse which is used for

fighting in Jihad is exempted from the-

payment of Zakat but on horses which
are reared for trade Zakat is levied.
Similar is the case of slave. Now when
slavery is abolished, the question of
payment of Zakat on slaves does not
arise. Faid-ul--Bari: Vol: 1I, p.39)

A women must pay Zakat out of
her ornaments. A trader is also required
to pay Zakat on his goods. In case of
treasure trove or minerals one-fifth (shall
be taken by the State).

In case of booty (gains of the
battle) one-fifth (shall also be taken by
the State). It has been said in the Holy
Qur'an:

And know that whenever ye takes
as spoils of war, lo! a fifth thereof is for
Allah and for the Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) and for
the kinsman (who hath need) and
orphans and the needy and the
wayfarer, if ye believe in Allah and that

which We revealed unto Our slave. (8 :
41)

Zakat (Sadaqa) Fitr

The prescribed Sadaga of
Ramadan is a compulsory payment
which every Muslim is required to make
as a token of thankfulness to Allah for
having enabled him to observe fasts. It
is preferable and, according to some
jurists, obligatory to pay Sadaat-ul-Fitr
before going out for prayer, because its
early payment would enable the poor to
participate in the rejoicing of ‘|d-ul-Fitr.
But if one missed to pay it before, one
can offer it after their. It is binding on
every Muslim whose possession come
up to the Nisab of Zakat. The general
opinion of the scholars in that Sadaqat-
ul-Fitris equal to one sa of dried dates
or barley per head (Asa’is equal' to 112
ounces or 3% seers), Imam Abu Hanifa
is of the opinion that in case of fine
wheat it is equal to half a sa’. The grain
or barley or wheat may be converted
into cash and then payment made. So
far as children and slaves are
concerned, their parents and guardians
are required to pay the Sadaga on their
behalf. The Sadaga of wife is to be paid
by her husband.

The following table shows the
Zakat prescribed on cattle by the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) and sent in writing to the
Governors for collection. The illustrious
companions of the Holy Prophet (peace

and blessings of Allah be upon him) also
- [19]
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sent the copies thereof to the collectors
of Zakat to collect it as ordained therein.

Name Number Rate
of of
cattle Zakat
Camel 1to 4 Nil
Camel 5t09 One goat or sheep
Camel 10to 14 Two goats or sheep
Camel 15to 19 Three goats or sheep
Camel 20to 24 Four goats or sheep
Camel 25t0 35 Yearling female
camel
Camel 36to 45 A two years old
female Camel
Camel 46 to 60 Athree years old
female camel
Camel 61to 75 A four years old
female Camel
Camel 76 to 90 Two camel’s female
two year old colts
Camel 91t0 120  Twocamel's female
three year old colts
Camel Above 120 The Zakat is to be

calculated by the
aforesaid rule

Goat or sheep 1to0 39 Nil
Goat or sheep 40 to 120 One goat or
v sheep
Goat or sheep 121 to 200 Two goats or
sheep
Goat or sheep 201 to 300 Three goats or
sheep
Goat or sheep Above 300 One goat or
sheep on
every hundred
Cow, bull, buffalo 1 to 29 Nil
Cow, bull, buffalo 30 A one year old
calf
- Cow, bull, buffalo 40 A calf of two
years
Cow, bull, buffalo Above 40 The Zakat is to
. be calculated

according to
the aforesaid
rule

Cow, bull, buffalo 60

Cow, bull, buffalo 70

Cow, bull, buffalo 80
Cow, bull, buffalo 90

Cow, bull, buffalo 100

Cow, bull, buffalo More than
Hundred

Two yearling
calves
One-year old
calf and

a calf of two
years

Two calves two
years old
Three calves
one-year old
Two calves
one year old
and one calf
two years

old

Upon every ten
head of
cattle, a calf
two years-old
alternatively.
Thus upon
one hundred
and ten kine
the Zakat is
two calves,
two years old
and a one-
year-old and a
one-year-old
calf; and upon
one hundred
and twenty,
four calves
one-year-old.
The method,
however, of
calculating the
Zakat on large
herds of cattle
is by dividing
them into
thirties and
forties
imposing
upon every
thirty one-year-
old calf and
upon every forty
one calf two

years old.

[20]
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The minimum limit of surplus

wealth after the passage of one yearon

which Zakat is charged is known as
Nisab. In case this surplus wealth falls
short of this limit no Zakat is payable
thereon as indicated below:

The Minimum limit

below which Zakat
is not Payable

Five wasgs. Wasq is
hearly equal to 5
mounds and 2'/2
seers. Thus five
wasgs would mean

Name of
Possessions

Grain and fruits

25 mounds and 12'/2
seers.

Camels Five number

Cows, bulls, buffaloes  Thirty number

Goats, sheep Forty number

Gold Twenty mithqals or
7Y% tolas
(nearly 3 0z2)

Silver Two hundred dirhams
or 52% tolas (nearly
21 02)

Zakat upon Articles of Merchandise

Articles of merchandise should be
appraised, and a Zakat of 2¥2 percent
should be paid upon the value, if it exceeds
two hundred dirhams in value. Zakat is not
due on the necessaries of life, such as
dwelling houses, clothes, household
utensils or furniture, or cattle kept for
immediate riding or slaves employed as
actual servants, or armour and weapons
designed for present use, or upon books
of science and technology used by
scholars or upon tools used by craftsmen.

Zakat upon Horses

When horses and mares are kept
indiscriminately together, feeding for the
greater part of the year on pasture, it is
the option of the proprietor to give a Zakat
of one dinar per head on the whole, or to
appreciate the whole and give five per cent
on the total value. No Zakat whatever is
due upon droves of horses consisting
entirely of males, or entirely of mares.
There is no Zakat due upon horses or
mules, unless they are articles of
merchandise, nor it is due upon war
horse, or upon beasts of burden, or upon
cattle kept for drawing ploughs and so
forth.

The Zakatis payable to the Muslim
State or some other authority; it must be
collected at some central place and then
distributed. One-third or one-fourth of the
Zakat may be kept in the hand of the
person who pays the Zakat, for distribution
according to his choice. The Qur'an (4:5)
recognizes that wealth is the basis and
essential means of the subsistence of the
humanity. Therefore, it should not be
surprising that payment of Zakat is one of
the fundamentals of Islam. In Islam one
does not pay a tribute to the chief of the
city for his personal luxury and vanity, but
the primary motive of Zakat is religious and
spiritual and growing and purifying one’s
self. It is in fact a good means of
ameliorating the hard lot of the poor and
the needy and enabling them to stand on
their own legs. Its social significance is
that it awakens in man the sense of

[21]



[ THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, July, 2014 |—

brotherhood with less fortunate members
of society. From the economic point of
view it discourages hoarding and
concentration of wealth and helps its
steady and constant flow from the rich to
the poor. The Prophet Muhammad (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:
The chief of a people is in fact their
servant. In order to demonstrate the truth
of this saying, and the absolute
selflessness with which he assumed the
direction of his people both as spiritual
guide and the head of the State, the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) formally declared that the
revenues of the Muslim State, coming from
Zakat payers, were religiously forbidden
to him and to all the members of his tribe.
if the head of the State does not abuse

public confidence it follows that his

subordinates cannot but be more
scrupulous in the performance of their
duties.

The Expenditure out of Zakat

The Qur'an speaks in detail of the
expenditure of the State and the principal
heads of government budget:

The Sadaqgat(Zakat) are only for
the poor and the needy, and those who
work (for these State revenues), and
those whose hearts are to be won, and
for (freeing) the necks and the heavily
indebted, and for the cause of God,
(for) the wayfarers; a duty imposed by
God, and God is the Knower, the Wise.

(9: 60)

In the first category of beneficiaries
come the poor (fugara), and the needy
(masakin).

Those who work for the revenues
are the collectors, accountants, those in
charge of the expenditure, controllers,
auditors, who practically embrace the
entire financial administration, both civil
and military, of the State. As for those
whose hearts are to be reconciled they are
of four kinds:

1)  Non-Muslims who are hosfile toward
Islam in order to pacify their anger by
spending on them and bringing them
over to the aid of the Muslims.

2) Inorder that they abstain from doing
harm to the Muslims.

3) Those new converts fromwhom there
is danger that due to their past enmity
against Islam or lack of steadfastness
they would revert to their former
religion if it was not spent on them.

4) Those by whose means conversion
to Islam becomes possible for the
members of their tribes.

The term, freeing the necks,
implies the emancipation of the slaves and
the ransoming of the prisoners of war.

Aid to those who are heavily
indebted or have too great charge may be
realized in different ways. We see the
caliph ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with
him) organizing a service of interest-free
loans also.

[22]
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For the cause of God includes
every charitables act and deed to promote
the cause of Islam and the jurists have not
hesitated to start with the military
equipment for the defence of Islam, since
Islam struggles solely for the
establishment of the Sovereignty of Allah.

As for the “wayfarers”, one can
help them not only by hospitality but also
by assuring them health and comfort,
security of routes and every other measure
for the well-being of those who pass
through a place other than their own, be
they countrymen or strangers.

The Persons who Deserve Zakat More
than Others

Before the advent of Islam it was
generally thought that the reward for
payment of Zakat to the strangers and
unknown persons was greater than the
payment to one’s own relatives but in
" Islam the order in which we should spend
our wealth is: First on one’s own self then
on one’s wife and children, then on
relatives and friends and neighbours and
then on others. So the Zakat on the surplus
wealth which is left over after the passage
of year should be preferably paid to the
relatives, friends or neighbours as they
deserve most. It is, however, not correct
to say that if preference is given to the
relatives than others, then who will help
the poor and the needy. It is not so as
everyone of us has his relatives and if we
look to the need of our relatives, it would
mean fulfilling the needs of the whole
humanity. It does not at all mean that

however small be the need of the relative
than others preference in paying the Zakat
will always be given to the relative. Nothing
is farther from the truth. Only in that case
where the needs are equal the relative or
the friend or neighbour will be deserving
more for Zakat than a stranger or an
unknown person. In other words, this
factor of need being equal shall be keptin
mind before giving preference in payment
of Zakat to the relative or friend or
neighbour or others.

Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with
him) reported Allah’s Messenger (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) as
saying: Miskin (poor man) is not the one
who goes ‘round to the people and is
dismissed with one or two morsels, and
one or two dates. They (the Prophet's
companions) said: Messenger of Allah
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) then who is miskin? He said: He who
does not get enough to satisfy him and he
is not considered so (as to elicit the
attention of the benevolent people), so that
charity may be given to him, and he does
not beg anything from people.

Here we have been given the true
definition of miskin and told about the
people who may be regarded as the true
recipient of charity. The professional
beggars are not miskin, but those self-
respecting poor men who exert their
utmost to find an honest living and stand
on their own feet, but they do not get
means enough to do so. Moreover, they
want to preserve their dignity and do not

[23]
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like to disclose their poverty to the people.
Such persons deserve charity. it has been
said in the Holy Qur'an:

And of them is he who defameth
thee in the matter of the alms. If they are
given thereof they are content, and if they
are not given thereof; behold they are
enraged.

(How much more seemly) had
they been content with that which Allah
and His Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) had
given them and had said: Allah sufficeth .
us, Allah will give us of His bounty, and
also His Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him). Unto
Allah we are suppliants.  (9:58,59)

“Once a person asked the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) to give him something out of
Zakat He said: O man! None of the human
beings, even the Prophets, has the
authority to distribute the Zakat of his own
accord; it rests with Allah. If you come
under the category of eight beneficiaries
of Zakat as ordained in the Holy Qur’an, |
cangive (Zaklat) toyou.

These eight categories of
expenditure out of Zakat budgetinclude all
types of good and virtuous acts and deeds

for the well-being of others; expenditure
on those fugara’ and masakin (poor and
needy) persons who exert their utmost to
find an honest living and stand on their own
feet, but they do not get means to do so or
on those aged, ailing, blind, crippled and

disabled persons who are unable to do any
work or on widows 'and orphans who have
none to support. Besides these, those on
whom Zakat can be expended are:
preachers of Islam, religious scholars,
writers, soldiers defending the borders of
the Islamic State, persons detained by the
enemies etc., of whom no exhaustive list
can be prepared, and who have devoted
themselves entirely to the cause of Islam
that they find no time to earn their
livelihood. It has been said in the Holy
Qur'an:

(Alms are) for the poor who are
straitened for the cause of Allah, who
cannottravel in the land (for trade). The
unthinking man accounteth them
wealthy because of their restraint.
Thou should know them by their mark.
They do not beg of men with impunity.
And whatever good thing ye spend, lo!
Allah knoweth it. (2 :273)

Practical Measures to Improve the
Economic Condition

Almost all the religions of world
have talked of the blessings and rewards
of sympathizing with the poor and the
needy. Muhammad (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) is the first and the
last of the Prophets who has taken
practical measures to ameliorate the hard
lot of this less fortunate class enabling
them to stand on their own legs as the
bitterness of their life cannot be cured by
mere sweet words and attractive
promises of the future. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
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him) himself led an extremely simple life
and had none of the luxuries and comforts.
Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with him)
reported Allah’s Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) as saying:
O Allah, make for the family of Muhammad
the provision which is a bare subsistence.
‘Abdullah b. ‘Amrb. ‘As (Allah be pleased
with him) said: He heard Allah's
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) as saying: Destitute
amongst the emigrants would precede the
rich emigrants by forty years in getting into
Paradise on the Day of Resurrection.
Poverty of a person is not a matter of
disgrace or low social status in the sight
of Islam nor is the wealth of a person a
standard of his dignity and excellence as
the Holy Qur’an has set this standard in
the following words:

~ Lo!the noblest of you, in the siglit
of Allah, is the best in conduct.

(49:13)

The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) often said
in supplication: O Allah let me live as miskin
(poor man) and let me die as miskin (poor
man) and let me be with them on the Day
of Judgement ‘A’isha (Allah be pleased
with her) said: O Allah’s Messenger
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) why? He said: Because they will enter
Paradise before the rich persons. He then
said: Do not send away any miskin
disappointed and give him something,
may be half a date. O ‘A’isha (Allah be
pleased with her), love the poor, Allah will

love you. Ashab-us-Suffah were poor
strangers, without friends or place of
abode. They implored the Allah’s
Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) for protection. They learnt
the Islamic way of life and also worked to
eamn their bare necessaries of life. As they
were poor persons, when Muhammad
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) went to meals, he used to call some
of them to partake with him; and he
selected others to eat with his
companions.

Neither wealth makes the man evil
nor poverty makes him an angel. Just as
wealth is the cause of many evils, in the
some way poverty is the cause of many
evils and sins. The tremendous task of
Prophethood was to save the humanity
from these evils and sins by purifying their
hearts from all evil thoughts and fancies.
Although Islam has exhorted his followers
to work hard and has placed no
restrictions on earning by honest and
lawful means it is against avariciousness
and greed and craziness for collecting
wealth through unfair and illegal means.
Whereas Islam talks of wealth as Khair,”
and Faz/, |good thing and bounty of Allah, it
discourages hoarding and concentration
of wealth and helps its steady and constant
flow from the rich to the poor. In the Ahadith
too, wealth has not been deprecated.

Allah’s Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) visited S'ad
(Allah be pleased with him) as he wasiill.
He (S’ad) said: Allah’s Messenger (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him), | own
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a large property and | have only daughter
as my inheritor. Should | not willaway the
whole of my property? He (the Holy
Prophet) said: (Yes) one-third, and one-
third is quite substantial. And what you
spend as charity from your property is
Sadaga. and your spending on your family
is also Sadaga, and what your wife eats
from your property is also Sadaga. and that
you leave your heirs well off (or he said:
prosperous) is better than to leave them
(poor and) begging from people. He (the
Holy Prophet) pointed this with his hand.
There were poor as well as rich among
his (Holy Prophet's) followers. He treated
them alike and made no distinction
between them. The poor amongst the
emigrants came to the Messenger of Allah
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) and said: The possessors of great
wealth have obtained the highest ranks
and the lasting bliss. He (the Holy Prophet)
said: How is that? They said: They pray
as we pray, and they observe fastas we
observe fast, and they give charity butwe
do not give charity, and they set slaves free
but we do not set slaves free. Upon this
the Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: Shall
I not teach you something by which you
will catch upon those who have preceded
“you, and get ahead of those who come
after you, only those who do as you do
being more excellent than you. He (the Holy
Prophet asked them to recite a dhikr. The
poor amongst the emigrants returned to
the Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) saying:

Our brethren, the possessors of wealth
have heard what we have done and they
did the same. So the Messenger of Allah
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) said: This is Allah’s Grace.

Hakim b. Hizam (Allah be pleased
with him) reported: | asked the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) and he gave me, and then again |
asked him and he gave me and he then
said: This wealth is (like) green and sweet
(fruit), and whoever takes it without greed,
Allah will bless it for him, but whoever takes
it with greed, Allah will not bless it for him,
and he will be like the one who eats butis
never satisfied. And the upper (giving) hand
is better than the lower (taking) hand.

The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) strictly
forbade all illegal and unlawful means of
acquisition of wealth and property suchas
deceit, fraud, forgery, dishonesty, looting,
usurping, aggression, gambling, usury
etc. The most effective and easiest means
of exploiting and looting the poor and the
needyi.e. usury is considered in Islam as
synonymous with war against Allah and
His Messenger (peace and blessings of |
Allah be upon him) as has been said in
the “Holy Qur'an:

O ye who believe! Observe your
duty to Allah, and give up what remaineth
due to you from usury. If you are (in truth)
believers.

And if ye do not, then be warned of
war (against you) from Allah and His
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Messenger.

In the inherited property all the
relatives who are its legal heirs according
to the Shari’ah have their fixed right. The
captured country is not the personal
property of anyone in Islam but is a public
property. Similar is the case of the
bounties of nature such as water, pastures,
grass, mines, mineral and other treasure
troves falling to the lot of a country without
any labour or struggle. The lands of the

‘enemy coming into possession without
waging war is not the right of the chiefs of
clans or tribes nor of rich and wealthy
persons but the poor and the needy and
the helpless persons deserve them most.
It has been said in the Holy Qur’'an: That
which Allah giveth as spoil unto His
Messenger from the people of the
townships, itis for Allah and His Messenger
and for the near of kin and the orphan and
the needy and the wayfarer, that it become
not a commodity between the rich among
you. (59:7)

Miserliness, avarice and greed are
the worst of evils in the sight of Islam. It
has been said in the Holy Qur'an;

And whose is saved from his own
avarice such are they who are
successful. (59:9)

Lo! Ye are those who are called
to spend in the way of Allah, yetamong
you there are some who hoard. And
as for him who hoardeth, he hoardeth
only from his soul-And Allah is rich, and
you are poor.

(47 :39)

O ye who believe, render not vain
your charity by laying an obligation and
by hurt, like him Who expends his
wealth to be seen of men and he
believes not in Allah and in the Last
Day. (2 :264)

The man who spends not for the
cause of Allah, but for laying an obligation
and hurting one’s feelings and for showing
off his generosity is one who is devoid of
sincere belief in Allah and trust in Him for
His granting of reward to him in the
Hereafter.

There were such persons among
the companions of the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) who considered it unlawful to withhold
anything for the nextday and not to give it
away for the sake of Allah like Abu Dharr
(Allah be pleased with him) and there
were persons like Abu Bakr (Allah be
pleased with him) who spent all their
wealth in the cause of Islam when the need
arose and there were also such persons
who gave over their whole merchandise
in the path of Allah like ‘Abdur Rahman b.
‘Auf (Allah be pleased with him) and there
were also those who fed the hungry and
themselves went without food and
comforted the poor and the needy,
suffering the pangs of hunger themselves
like ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) and
some of his (Holy Prophet’'s) companions
from Ansar. The Holy Qur’an has praised
them in the following verses:
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And feed with food the Miskin
(poor) the orphan and the prisoner for
love of Him. (76 : 9)

Those who entered the city and
the faith before them love those who
flee unto them for refuge and find in
their breasts no need for that which
hath been given them, but prefer (the
fugitives) above themselves though
poverty become their lot. (5:9)

Disapproval of Begging

Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with
him) is reported to have heard the
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) as saying: ltis better
for one among you to bring a load of
firewood on his back and give charity out
of it (and satisfy his own need) and be
independent of people, than he should beg
from people, whether they give him or
refuse him. Verily the upper hand is better
than the lower hand, and begin (charity)
with your dependents.

Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with
him) reported Allah’s Messenger (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) as
saying thatAllah said to him: Spend. | will
bestow on you. He (the Holy Prophet)
said: Richness does not lie in the
abundance of (worldly) goods but
richness is the richness of soul (heart,
self). ®

F
Muslim groups call for boycott of
Cadbury in Malaysia over “pork DNA’

Muslim retail and consumer groups
in Malaysia on Thursday called for a boycott
of products made by Britain-based
confectioner Cadbury and its parent Mondelez
international Inc, after two chocolate varieties
were found to have infringed Istamic rules by
containing pork DNA.

Cadbury Malaysia on Monday recalled
the Dairy Milk chocolates after the finding by
Malaysian authorities in a random test.

Products in the Muslim majority
Southeast Asian nation are regularly checked
to ensure they are halal, or permissible
according to Isiamic law.

Cadbury Malaysia only sells to the
local market. Mondelez's Malaysia sales are
a small fraction of the around 15 percent of
its revenues that come from the Asia-Pacific
region, but concerns over halal standards
could jeopardize sales in bigger Muslim
markets, such as Indonesia and the Middle
East. AMuslim retail group said on Thursday
the 800 stores it represents would be asked
to stop selling all products made by Cadbury,
Mondelez and US food giant Kraft, which
acquired Cadbury in 2010 in a $19-billion
deal.

Kraft subsequently spun off its North
American grocery business as Kraft Foods
Group. Mondelez is the name of what
remains of Kraft Foods inc after the spin-off.
its brands include Oreo cookies and Ritz
crackers, which were among more than a
dozen products the Muslim groups urged
Malaysians to boycott.

“This will teach a!l companies in
Malaysia to maintain and protect the
sensitivities of Malaysians," Sheikh Abdul
Kareem Khadaied, the head of research with
the Muslim Consumers Association
Malaysia, told a news conference in Kuala
Lumpur. &

(Courtesy: The Hindustan Times)
\= %
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Prophet’s Sermon on Ramazan

Baihagi reported on the authority
of Salman Al-Farsi® that Prophet (PBUH)
delivered a sermon on the last day of the
month of Sha’ban and said:

“O people! The month of Allah
(Ramadhan) has come with its mercies,
blessings and forgiveness. The days of this
month are the best among the days and
the nights are the best among the nights
and the hours during Ramadhan are the
best among the hours. This is amonthin
which you have been invited by Him (to
fast and pray). Allah has honoured you in
it. In every breath you take is a reward of
Allah, your sleep is worship, your good
deeds are accepted and your invocations
are answered.

“Therefore, you most invoke your
Lord in all earnestness with heart free from
sin, evil, and pray that Allah may help you
to keep fast, and to recite the Holy Qur'an.
Indeed! Miserable is the one who is
deprived of Allah’s forgiveness in this great
month. While fasting remember the
hunger and thirst on the Day of Judgment.
Give alms to the poor and needy. Pay
respect to your elders, have sympathy for
your youngsters and be in towards your
relatives and kinsmen. Guard your tongue

against unworthy words, and your eyes

from scenes that are not worth seeing
(forbidden and your ears from sounds that
should not be heard.

“Be kind to orphans so that if your
children may become orphans they will
also be treated with kindness. Do repent
to Allah for your sins and supplicate with
raised hands at the times of prayer as
these are the best times, during which Allah
Almighty looks at His servants with mercy.
Allah answers if they supplicate, responds
if they call, grants if He is asked and

~ accepts if they entreat, a people! You have

made your conscience the slave of your
desires.

“Make it free by invoking Allah for
forgiveness. Your back may break from
the heavy load of your sins, so prostrate
yourself before Allah for long intervals, and
make this load lighter. Understand fully that
Allah has promised in His Honour and
Majesty that, people who perform salatand
sajda (prostration) will be guarded from
Hell-fire on the Day of Judgment.

“O people! If anyone amongst for
iftar (meal at sunset) for any believer, Allah
will reward him as if he had freed a slave,
and Allah will forgive him his sins. A
Companion asked: ‘but not all of us have
the means to do so’' The Prophet (PBUI
replied: ‘Keep yourself away from Hell-fire
though it may consist of half a date oreven
some water if you have nothing else.”

- “O people! Anyone who during this
month cultivates good manners will walk
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over the Sirat (bridge to Paradise on the
day when feet will tend to slip. For anyone
who during this month eases the workload
of his servants, Allah will make easy his
accounting, and for anyone who doesn't
hurt others during this month, Allah will
safeguard him from His Wrath on the Day
of Judgment. Anyone who respects and
treats an orphan with kindness during this
month, Allah shall look at him with kindness
on that Day. Anyone who treats these
kinsmen well during this month, Allah will
bestow Him on that Day, while anyone who
mistreats his kinsmen during this month,
Allah will keep away from His Mercy.

“Whoever offers the recommended
prayers during this month, Allah will save
him from Hell, and whoever observes his
obligation during this month, his reward will
be seventy times the reward during other
months. Whoever repeatedly invokes
Allah’s blessings on me, Allah will keep his
scale of good deeds heavy while the
scales of others will be tending to
lightness. Whoever recites during this
month an ayat (verse of the Holy Qur’'an
in other months.

‘O people! The gates of Paradise
remain open during this month. Pray to
your Lord that they may not be closed for
you. While the gates of Hell are closed,
pray to your Lord that they never open for
you. Satan has been chained, invoke your
Lord not to let him dominate you.” ®

(The Muslim Word League Journal)

r( N
Voluntary Fasts

Besides obligatory fasting

mentioned, every Muslim is expected to

observe voluntary fasts (Saum’i Tatawwu)
on the following days.

1. One day fast on the tenth day of
Muharram i.e., the Day of Ashura. Other
recommended fasts during Muharram are
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays and the
first day of Muharram. The Prophet is
reported to have said, “Those who fast on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday of this
month shall be removed from hell fire a
distance of 700 years journey and those
who fast on the first day of month shall be
kept from sin for the next two years.” Such
is the excellence of Muharram.

2. Six days fast following Id al-Fitr.

3. Weekly two days fast on every Monday
and Thursday.

4. If possible in the whole of Shaban or
some part of the month.

Fifteenth Shaban is one of the sacred
days of Islam. Known as Shabi-Barat or
Night of Record, the devout Muslims keep
an all-night vigil on the strength of bilief that
God registers all the actions of mankind’
for the folllowing year on this day. Fasting
on the day and offering special hundred
rak's prayer in the night has special reward.

5. Fast on the Bright Days (Al-Ayyam Biz)
i.e, 13th,14th and 15th of every month.

6. Fasting on alternate days, Prophet David
was believed to have fasted on alternate
days and kept a very good health.

7. Fasting in Rajab, the most honoured
month is also recommended to the pious
Muslims. W -

(Islam Ethics and Teachings by
Muhammad Kunju Salim, Page, 128-129)

N\ JJ
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Purdah (Seclusion)

The first Verse of the Holy Qur'an
that enjoins purdah is as follows:

“Say to the believing men that they cast
down their looks and guard their private
parts, that is purer for them. Surely Allah
is aware of what they do. And say to
believing women that they cast down their
looks and guard their private parts and
not to display their decoration except what
is unavoidable. They should draw their
over-garments close on to their breasts,
and should not display their decoration
except before their husbands, fathers,
fathers-in-law, sons, step-sons, brothers,
nephews (son of brothers and sisters),
their own women, male attendants lacking
sexual urges, or boys who are not yet
conscious of the feminine secrets.
Moreover (tell them that) they should not
stamp on the ground in walking so as to
reveal their hidden decoration
(ornaments, etc.) by their jingle. (24: 30,
31)

The chief object of these Verses is
to secure greater purity of heart and
increase chastity of mind, and hence the
believers are here reminded that Allah is
well aware of what they do, and that it shall
be well for them, if they constantly turn to
Him. To attain this moral purity, the believing
man is first directed to restrain his eyes and
observe continence. Then the believing
women is likewise directed to cover her
person and ornaments from public view, to
restrain her eyes and observe continence.
A Muslim woman is at liberty to go out of
her house, if necessary, after she has

- Muhammad lqgbal Siddiqui

obtained permission from her husband or
guardian. Only, she has to take good care
to dress herself properly, So as to cover
her person from head to foot, and to walk
in the street with restrained eyes.

It is needless to point out, that the
injunction with respect to looking down, is
useless and un-called for, if the women are
never to walk abroad. Likewise the
reference to external ornaments, too,
becomes pointless, if women are to appear
only before persons mentioned in the
Verses quoted above. It is allowable for a
woman to uncover her face and her hands,
and her feet, when she feels the necessity
of going out. The rest of the body must be
covered before strangers, but before the
persons enumerated in the Verses, it is
enough that the part from breast to knee
remains covered.

It is clear then, that the Verse
quoted above deals with propriety of dress,
and forbid women to flirt and coquet, in
order to gain admirers. On the other hand,
it enjoins upon the beautiful women
modesty of deportment, purity of heart, and
fear of Allah.

It can be confidently asserted, that
the excellent teachings upon chastity,
together with the remedies for incontinence,
as contained in the Holy Qur’'an, are a
peculiarity of Islam. One particular point
deserves special attention. The natural
inclination of man is to sexual desire, over
which he cannot have fun control, except
by undergoing a thorough transformation.
The divine injunction in this respect is,
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therefore, not that we may look at strange
women and their beauty and ornaments or
their gait and dancing, so long as we do it
with pure looks, nor that it is lawful for us to
listen to their sweet songs, or to stories of
their love and beauty, provided it is done
with a pure heart; but that it is never lawful
for us, to cast glances at them, whether to
lust or otherwise, and to listen to their
voices, whether with a pure or an impure
heart. We are forbidden to do an act,-in
the doing of which we are not treading upon
sure ground. If the eyes are accustomed
to look after strange women, there is a tear,
lest this practice should, sometime, lead to

dangerous consequences. The Word of-

Allah, as revealed in the Holy Qur'an,
therefore, restrains the carnal desires of
man, and enjoins upon him, to avoid the
occasions where there is danger of the
excitement of the evil passions.

Restraining the Eyes:

The restrictions imposed in- the
above Verse in respect of men are that they
should cast down their looks when they see
a woman and that they should guard their
private parts. The restrictions in respect of
women are as follows:

(a) They should cast down their looks.
(b) They should guard their private parts.

(c) They should draw their over-garments
close on to their breasts and should
not display their decoration except near
relatives mentioned in the Verse.

(d) They should not strike ornaments over
their feet as the use of ornaments
whose sounds may be audible is
prohibited.

The first command that the males
and females have been given is to restrain

their eyes from looking at each other. But
Divine Commandment does not mean that
the people should always cast down their
looks and should never look up, but it aims
to warn them to beware of the adultery of
the eyes. Enjoying the beauty and
decoration of the other women by men and
making the other men the object of their
eyes by women, is liable to lead to evil
results.

Obviously, a man who lives in this
world with his eyes open will see each and
everything. It is not possible that a man will
never see a woman or that woman will
never see a man. This is why the Law-Giver
has absolved from blame the first chance
look. But what has been prohibited is that
one should cast a second look and store
at the face which one finds attractive at first
sight. The following traditions are quoted
in this regard:

Jarir bin ‘Abdullah (Allah be pleased
with him) reported: | asked the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
about glance at a strange woman. He
ordered me to turn away my glance.

(Abu Dawud)

Buraida (Allah be pleased with him)
reported that the Messenger of Allah
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
said to ‘Ali (Allah be pleased with him) . O’
‘Alil don’t allow your glance to follow a
glance, because the first (glance) is for
you, and the other is not for you.

(Ahmad, Tirmidhi and Abu Dawud)

Abu Umama (Allah be pleased with
him) reported from the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) who said:
There is no Muslim who casts a first glance
at the charms of a woman and then shuts
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up his eye-sight but Allah creates for him
one divine service in which he finds relish.
(Ahmad)

“On the Day of Judgment, molten
lead will be poured into the eyes of the man
who looks at the charms of a woman
lustfully.”

(Takmilak, Fath al-Qadir)

Sometimes one has to have a look
at the other woman, e.g., a female patient
who may be under the treatment of a doctor,
or a woman who has to appear before a,
judge as a witness, or as a party. Then one
may have to help a woman who is leftin a
burning place, or a woman who is drowning
in water, or a woman whose life or honour
is in danger. In such cases, even the
shameful parts can be seen if required, and
the body can also be touched. So much so
that it is not only lawful but obligatory to
rescue a drowning or a burning woman
even by carrying herin one’s lap. The Law-
Giver commands that as far as possible one
should keep one's intention pure at such
an occasion.

Likewise, it is not only lawful to have
a look at a woman before marriage but this
has been enjoined by the Shari’ah. The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) himself had a look at a woman
for this purpose.

Mughira bin Sh’aba says. | sent a
message to a woman asking for her hand.”
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) said to me, “Have a look
at her, for that will enhance love and mutual
regard between you.” (Tirmidhi)

According to Sahl bin Sa'd, a
woman came to the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) and

said that she intended to offer herself in
marriage to him. Hearing this, the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) raised his eyes and looked at
her. (Bukhari)

Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with
him) says that he was sitting with the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) when a man came and said that
he intended to marry a woman from among
the Ansar (Muslims of Medina). The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) asked him if he had seen her.
He replied in the negative. The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) told him to go and have a look
at her, because the Ansar had generally
some defect in their eyes. (Muslim)

According to Jabir bin ‘Abdullah
(Allah be pleased with him), the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) said that when a man sent a
message to a woman asking for her hand,
he should have a look at her to see if there
was anything in her which made him inclined
to marry her. (Abu Dawud)

. if one considers these exceptions
carefully one will find that the Law-Giver
does not mean to prohibit at all having a
look at the other woman, but his real object
is to prevent the incidence of evil results.
That is why he has prohibited only that
casting of the eyes which is not necessary,
which does not serve any social purpose,
but is charged with sexual motives instead.

This Command applies both to the
males and to the females. Umm Salama
(Allah be pleased with her) reported that
she and Maimuna (Allah be pleased with
her) were near the Prophet (peace and
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blessings of Allah be upon him) when the
son of Umm Makhtum came and went to
him. The Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) said: Observe purdah
from him. | (Umm Salama) asked: O’
Messenger of Allah, is he not a blind man
who does not see us? The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
said: Are you blind, and do not see him?
(Ahmad, Tirmidhi and Abu Dawud)

There is, however, a fine
psychological distinction between a
woman's looking at men and a man'’s
looking at women. The man is by nature
aggressive. If a thing appeals to him, he is
urged from within to acquire it. On the
contrary, the woman’s nature is one of
inhibition and escape. Unless her nature is
totally couped, she can never become
aggressive, bold and fearless as to make
the first advances towards the male who
has attracted her. In view of this distinction,
some jurists do not regard the women’s
looking at the other man to be as harmful
as the man’s looking at the other women.
In several traditions it has been reported
that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) had himself shown
Hadrat ‘Alisha (Allah be pleased with her)
the performance given by the Negro slave
on the 'Id occasion. This tradition has been
reported in the Collections by Bukhari,
Muslim, Nasa'i and Ahmad in different ways.
This shows that it is not prohibited
" absolutely for women to have a look at the
other men. But what is prohibited is to sitin
the same gathering together with men and
state at them in a manner as may lead to
evil results.

In short if there is a genuine need
or social necessity, casting of the look is

lawful. As for the female, however, the law
is a bit flexible. She may look at a man even
if there is no genuine need, provided that
there is no likelihood of mischief. in contrast
to this, man is not allowed to look at a
woman, unless of course, he casts a
chance look.

Jabir bin ‘Abdullah (Allah be
pleased with him) reported: | asked Allah’s
Messenger about the sudden glance (that
is cast) on the face (of a non-Mahram). He
commanded me that | should turn away my
eyes. (Muslim)

There is no sin for the glance that
one casts accidentally upon a strange
woman. The right course on that occasion
is that one should turn away one’s eyes
from her. But if one fixes one’s eyes upon
her, and sees her deliberately, it is a sin as
the Qur'an says:

“Tell the believing men to lower their
gaze and be modest. That is purer for them.
Lo! Allah is aware of what they do.” (24:
30)

The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) has called
these deliberate glances as the immodesty
of the eye. Exception is however, made in
cases where there is a genuine need of
seeing a woman, e.g., medical check-up,
or at the time of recording evidence or on
the occasion of investigation of crime and
before contracting marriage with a woman.

It is an admitted fact that eyes are
the messengers who bring the messages
to the minds of the onlookers. It is the full
view of the fair sex’s face and curves of the
body which arouses the feelings of love and
stirs emotions in one’s heart. Islam,
therefore, enjoins the believing men and
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believing women to keep their eyes down
and avoid staring at the opposite sex. They
are forbidden to cast evil and critical
glances at fair sex. But when women walk
about without veil, displaying their beauty
and costly costumes, men are naturally
attracted. The unhealthy conditions
prevailing now-a-days in our land have
created difficult problems.

Islam has prohibited free mixing up
of the sexes for the reason that a woman
unconsciously submits to flattery and
advances of a man. She is overpowered
by sentiments and emotions rather easily.
It is a familiar fact that in America and the
Western countries there is much moral
degeneration and chaos. The free mixing
up of young boys and girls in colleges,
clubs, ball-rooms and hotels provides vast
opportunities of petting, necking and
scandalous behaviour. They indulge
fearlessiy and unhesitatingly in wicked
practices. Thus free intermingling of the
sexes has dragged women into the
quagmire of pleasure, sensuality and
‘luxury. By the segregation of the two sexes
and keeping them apart through the
observance of seclusion (purdah) Islam has
minimised the chances of moral lapses and
hateful deeds to a great extent. In this way
the honour of a woman is saved. She
cannot be molested and humiliated. When
veiled, her beauty or ugliness invites no
criticism from the wicked minded persons.

Apart from the viewpoint of morality,
women who do not wear veil have to worry
a lot about their make-up and costly
fashionablé costumes. On the other hand
a veiled lady may wear simple and
unostentatious dress and go about her
business without any fear of curious

remarks and uncalled for criticism. She
need not go crazy after the preposterous
fashions and gaudy dresses. In fact a veil
is a blessing for the virtuous women. ltis a
travesty of truth that purdah-observing
women are consigned to the four walls. On
the contrary they are at liberty to go out for
shopping, attending the marriage
ceremonies of their relatives and seeing
their kith and kin. The young girls can
attend schools, colleges and other
institutions. The veil in no way hinders them
from decent pursuits, educational activities
and simple recreations.

In the West women are renouncing
the role of woman and have to pay heavily
for it as it leads them finally to the negation
of life itself. They are thus losing their
charm and grace, sweetness and modest
traits. Women are not only engaged in
manly professions but dress like men and
act like them, which is a perverted and
distorted conception of freedom. The male-
like pursuits exercise unheaithy effects
upon her mind and physique. The modern
psychologists and medical authorities have
declared that physically men and women
are completely different beings. Her
discarding of purdah is incompatible with
her physical and temperamental qualities.
The masculinised women of the West depict
a distressing and disappointing state of
affairs. Their masculine ways have made
them too uneasy and mentally imbalanced.
Their enthusiasm in this respect has
degraded them morally and physically. The
secret clubs and notorious areas occupied
by prostitutes and call-girls are well-known
all the world over.

The modern woman denies the
home to be the temple of female sex's
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honour. Her ceaseless pursuit of manly
activities has wrecked the home. Her
conception of freedom is nothing but
emancipation from womanliness.

It is admitted by the decent and
wise men of the past and present
generations that chastity is an essential
virtue of the female sex. But the misguided
and misconceived women of the West have
no regard for chastity and have ignored the
fundamental values of her sex.

Similar injunctions about purdah
are contained in the Holy Qur'an (Sura
Ahzab) as under:

“O’ Prophet! Tell thy wives and daughters,
and the believing women, that they
should cast their outer garments over

their persons (when outside the home) -

that is most convenient, that they should
be known (as such) and not molested. “

The purport of this Verse is quite
clear, and requires no elucidation. The
wives of the Prophet, as well as the wives
of the faithful, are permitted to go abroad,
if necessary, and they are required to cover
themselves with large wrappers. The object
of this qualification, as briefly indicated in
the Verse may be best understood by a
reference to the fact that before the
revelation of this Verse, both the free
women, as well as the slave women used
to go abroad, without any wrappers on, and
with their heads bare; and wicked men very
often affronted them in the streets. Ifin the
case of a free woman, any altercation
ensued, these men were ready with their
explanation that they took them for slave
women. The free women were, therefore,
commanded by this Verse, to cover
themselves with wrappers, when they

walked out of doors, so that they might easily
be distinguished from slave women, and
thus be safe from the insolence of
streetman. Nor was the wrapper a mere
mark of their social status-it was a mark of
their chastity as well. For, by using large
wrappers, and thereby covering the bodies,
including the faces, they bore a silent, but
strong testimony to their moral purity, and
inspired awe, even in the tainted hearts of
wicked people.

Now that we have seen the
strictness of laws of purdah, let us see
where and why they are relaxed.

Participation in Battle:

Imagine for a while that the Muslims
are engaged in war and emergency has
been declared. Circumstances demand that
the whole collective strength of the nation
should be mustered in defense. Under such
extreme conditions Islam enjoins the Muslim
women also to contribute their due share
to the war effort. But it keeps in view the
fact that woman was created for
motherhood and not for killing and
shedding blood. Therefore, to equip her
with the weapons of war is to distort her
very nature. That is why Islam allows
Women to take up arms only in self-
defense, but it does not favour carrying
them in the battle-field and recruiting them
in the forces. It employs them only to give
first aid to the wounded, take water to the
thirsty, cook food for the soldiers, and guard
the camp in their absence. In order that they
may carry out these duties efficiently,
restrictions of purdah have been
considerably relaxed. In fact, they have
been allowed by Shari’ah to wear the same
sort of dress, with a little modification, as is
worn by the Christian nuns now-a-days.
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Traditions show that the wives of the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) and the other Muslim women
used to give first aid to the wounded and
water to the thirsty at the battle-field. This
practice remained in force even after the
commandments of purdah had been
ordained. (Bukkari). According to Al-
Tirmidhi, Umm Sulaim (Allah be pleased with
her) and certain other women from among
the Ansar accompanied the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
to many a battle-field. According to Al-
Bukhari, a woman requested the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) to pray for her that she might
accompany those people who were to go
for the naval battle. He prayed, “O’ Allah,
let her be one of them!” On the occasion
of the battle of Uhud, when the soldiers of
Islam had been compelled to retreat, Hadrat
‘Aisha and Umm Sulaim (Allah be pleased
with them) brought leather-bags full of water
on their backs and took water to the
fighters. Hadrat Anas (Allah be pleased with
him) reported that he saw them running to
and fro with their trousers tucked up; so
much so that the lower part of their shins
could be seen (Bukkari).Hadrat ‘Umar
(Allah be pleased with him) has reported
this saying of the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) about
another woman, named Umm Sulait (Allah
be pleased with her) :

“During the battle of Uhud, wherever |
looked, to the right or to the left, | saw
Umm Sulait (Allah be pleased with her)
fighting desperately to protect me.”

Inthe same battle, Rubai’, daughter
of Mu'awwaz, accompanied by a party of
women was busy giving first aid to the

wounded, and the same women were also
carrying the wounded back to Medina.
(Bukhari). In the battle of Hunain, Umm
Sulaim (Allah be pleased with her) was seen
-moving about with a dagger in her hand.
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) asked, “What s this for?”
She replied, “If some unbeliever comes
near me, | will rip open his belly.”

(Ibn Majah)

Umm ‘Atiyya (Allah be pleased with
her) took part in seven battles and was
responsible for guarding the camp, cooking
food for the soldiers, and nursing the
wounded and the sick. (/bn Majah).
According to Hadrat ibn ‘Abbas (Allah be
pleased with him), the women who
performed such war services were awarded
prizes from the booty. (Muslim)

This shows that the Islamic purdah
is nota custom of ignorance which cannot
be relaxed under any circumstances. On
the other hand, it is a custom which can be
relaxed as and when required in a moment
of urgency. Not only is a woman allowed to
uncover the face and the hand but even if
she has to uncover a part of her safrunder
necessity, there is no harm. But as soon
as the necessity is over, she has to observe
the normal rules of purdah. Just as this
purdah is not a purdah of ignorance so the
relaxation allowed in observing itis not like
the license of ignorance. The Muslim
woman cannot be compared with the
European woman who came out of the
house in view of the emergency created
by war, but even after the war was over she
refused to return to her natural sphere.ll
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The Message of Id al Fitr

Allah intends for you ease, and
He does not want to make things
difficult for you. [He wants that] you must
complete the same number of days
and that you must magnify Allah for
having guided you so that you may be
grateful to Him. And when My slaves
ask you [O Prophet] concerning Me,
then [tell them]l am indeed near. |
respond to the invocations of the
supplicant when he calls on Me. So let
them obey Me and believe in Me, so
that they may be led alright.
(al-Baqgarah 2:185-186)

This passage relates to the
blessed month of Ramadan. The
Qur’anic account of fasting marks the
opening of this passage which states
that fasting is prescribed as a religious
duty for Muslims, as it was for the
believers of an earlier date. It is
prescribed so that they may become
pious. It is further clarified that the
Qur'an was sent down during this month
and that the Qur’an is guidance for all
mankind. Contained in it are signs as
guidance and criterion.

In this passage Allah tells
Muslims that He intends ease for them.
He does not want to put them to any
difficulty. Fasting for twenty-nine or thirty
days during Ramadan is not an
impossible task. Muslims are asked to
fast for a limited number of days. This

is followed by the directive that they
should celebrate Allah’s praise in that
He has guided them. They are obliged
to praise Him for having blessed them
with His guidance. They are also
exhorted to thank Allah and express
gratitude to Him.

Allah mentions implicitly /din the
above passage. Although the festival of
‘Id is not specified, the passage states
the objective, spirit and function of /d.
As Allah enables a Muslim to fast during
Ramadan and pray at night, he should
celebrate Allah’s glory. This should be
by way of thanks for the bestowal of His
guidance. A Muslim stands indebted to
Him for blessing him with faith and
Islam. Without His leave he could neither
fast nor pray. For there are numerous
communities besides Muslims in the
world. They know well that Muslims
celebrate Ramadan in a particular way.
Yet it makes no difference to them.
Ramadan does not carry any meaning
and message for them.

We should be grateful to Allah for
having guided us. We should be equally
grateful for being blessed with Islarn.
Moreover, we should be thankful to Him
for granting us health which enables us
to fast. Above all, Allah grants us the
ability and strength to fast. For one may
possess everything yet not receive
divine guidance to fast. One may be an
adult, with sound physique and other
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resources yet still not fast. It amounts to
disobedience on his part.

ThatAllah alone grants the ability
is the real thing. It is He Who inspires
man to fast during Ramadan and to pray
to Him. In sum, He guides us to fast. Yet
there are those who possess the
facilities and resources to fast but who
do not do so. This is because Allah does
not inspire such a person to fast. A
believer is obliged to celebrate Allah’s
praise for having provided him with the
requisite resources and ability to fast.
Since there is nothing to prohibit one
from fasting, it is imperative for one to
fast. The directive to celebrate Allah’s
praise is on account of the same - the
ability granted by Him to fast.

It is part of the Sunnah that on
the day of /d al-Fitr one should celebrate
Allah’s praise on one’s way to the
mosque. On ‘/d al-Adha one should
chant such praise aloud: “Allah is great.
Allah is great. There is no god besides
Allah. Allah is great. All praise is for
Allah.” It is also part of the Sunnah that
one should use two different routes for
going to the mosque to offer prayer. This
‘ results in circulating Allah’s praise
throughout the whole town. The
inhabitants of the town will hence receive
this message. While waiting for the 1d
Prayer to commence, one should keep
on praising Him for His guidance and
this out of gratitude. For Allah has
granted one the ability to fast. One will
be pardoned for missing a fast on
account of ill health.

It is common knowledge that
festivals are an. occasion for
expressing joy. One is relieved of one’s
duties, enabling one to enjoy the festival.
Islam is, however, the only faith that
obliges its followers to perform extra
duty on the day of festival. Nonetheless,
this duty is not very burdensome. Rather,
it accrues more blessings. It instructs
the believers in ‘Self-restraint and
decency. On ‘/d day Muslims are obliged
to offer two additional rak’ah of prayer.
They are not exempted from
discharging their religious duty on this
day, as they have to offer extra prayer
in between the compulsory Fajr and
Zuhr Prayers. This is the Islamic way of
expressing gratitude to Allah.

The Muslim community is thus
consistently instructed in thanking Allah.
No other religious community is
particular about this. The Muslims alone
try to perform this. They discharge their
duty and thank Allah for enabling them
to do so.

Other religious communities do
not offer extra prayers or charity on their
festival days. Rather, they enjoy life,
engrossed in eating and drinking. In:
Islam, however, the focus is on giving -
charity to the poor, gratitude to Allah and
celebrating of Allah’s praise. This is
done in order to thank Allah for His
guidance. It expresses Muslims’
gratefulness to Him. B

(Guidance from the Holy Quran by S.
Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi, Page 85-87)
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