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Bases of Revelatory
Guidance

.

)

S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

The view of life arising from prophetic
teachings has equity and moderation as
its two immutable bases. Speaking of the
right-guided persons, the Quran says:

“And those who, when they spend, are
neither prodigal nor grudging; and there is
ever a firm station between the two.”

(Al-Furgan : 67)

Again, the dominant characteristic of
the followers of the Qur'an is stated to be
their remarkable moderation: .

“Thus we have appointed you a middie
nation, that ye maybe a witness against

The Prophet himself afforded an
illustrious example of complete and
ennobling moderation. The distinguishing
feature of Islam too, described as “the
straigth path” and “a right religion”, is natural
temperance and moderation and refraining
from the aberrations of excess and
extremism. Addressing the Prophet of
Islam, says. God Almighty :

“Say: Lo! As for me, my Lord hath
guided me unto a straight path, a right
religion, the community of Abraham, the
upright, who was no idolater.”

(Al-Anam: 162)y

mankind, and that the messenger may be |
awitness againstyou.” (Al-Baqgarah: 143) |.
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Wisdom of Qur’an

“Do not keep your hand fastened to
your neck nor outspread it, altogether
widespread, for you will be left sitting
rebuked, destitute.”

, (Al-Qur'an - 17:29)
Human beings are required to act with
moderation. They should neither prevent
the flow of wealth out of miserliness, nor
should they waste financial resources.
Instead, they should have such an
instinctive sense of balance and
moderation that they should not shrink from
spending when that is genuinely needed,
and should abstain from spending when it
is not truly needed. If fact every misdirected
expense, which is made at the expense of
genuine needs and beneficial purposes,
amounts to ingratitude to God for His
bounty. This is why those who indulge in
extravagance have been dubbed ‘brothers
of Satan’.

These provisions suggest that
through moral instruction, social pressure
and legal measures people should be
prevented from indulging in unjustified
expenditure. Hence, when the state of
Madinah came into existence, it adopted
various practical measures to implement
the purposes underlying these provisions.
Several forms of extravagance and
luxurious modes of living were legally
prohibited. Indirect legal measures were
also employed to prevent wasteful
expenditure. Moreover, several customs
involving extravagance were ended.
Furthermore, the state was empowered to
adopt administrative measures to prevent
blatant forms of extravagance, B

Pearls From the
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)

“|It is narrated by Rafa’h that the Holy

Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah be to him) said: “Traders will be
raised on the Day of Resurrection as
wicked people, except those who had
adopted the way of righteousness,
goodness and truth.”

' (Tirmidhi)
This hadith highlights the importance and
significance of righteousness, goodness
and truth in business. While doing trade or
business, people generally display purely
materialistic mentality so much so that even
the person regarded as ‘religious’ fail to
deal justly and honestly. They neither care
for what is permissible and what is not. Nor
do they worry about honesty and truth.
They are concerned only about earning
money even at the cost of moral and
religious bindings. But here the Holy
Messenger has warned such traders that
if they do not adopt the policy of honest-
dealing and good moral conduct, they will
have to face the fate of wicked people on
the Day of Judgement. ,

In another hadith narrated by Ma’mar bin
Abdullah on the authority of Imam Muslim,
the Holy Messenger said that thie person
who indulges in hoarding is a sinner. To
hoard food grains and other commodities
of daily necessity with a view to selling them
at a higher price, when their scarcity in the
market is causing great hardship to the
people, is to take undue advantage of the
people’s difficulties. Islam considers this
mentality criminal, for it is selfish and
contrary to human sympathy, and is a
means of adding to the difficulties of the
people. Thus the Holy Messenger calls
such hoarders sinners. W

[4]
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" Editor’s Note 25

Paris Episode

At a time when there is a global hostility against Islam the killing-
of the editorial staff of a satairical magazine “Charlie Hebdo” in
Paris has added fuel to the fire. In France, a coustry in the Europe,
which has Muslims in an appreciable number the New Year dawned
with an unprecedented tragedy. On January 7, 2015 the office of
the “Charlie Hebdo” was attacked by some terrosists, said to be
Muslims, and shot down ten staff members present there. While
retreating on way they killed two more persons. One of them was
a French cop who happened to be Muslim.

. This ire was in retaliation of hurting the feelings of Muslims by
publishing the cartoon and caricature of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
in the magazine. It is said that Editor was warned of not indulging in
such hurting activities, even some sane members of the staff too
advised to eschew from such action. In France freedom of speech
has always played a very important role. Government defended
this policy for decades but it could hardly visualised that un-restricted
freedom of speech may one day bring disaster.

It is believed that “Charlie Hebdo" just to push up its circulation,
indulged in irreverent, funny, provocative, crude and hard-hitting
Cartoons and Stories. As a mature and experienced editor of such
a widely circulated magazine ought to have realised the sensibility
of the community whose prophet was being caricatured in its pages.
President of France Hollande while expressing his grief on such a
dastardly act cautioned the nation that there should be no revengeful

[S]
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reaction. Terrorists who attacked the “Charlie Hebdo’ office made

it clear on the spot that they were doing so because of the daring
act to insult their prophet.

Action of the terrorists how pious it might have been thought to
be cannot be justified in any way. It must be condemned and explained
that their action was purely un-Islamic and quite contrary to the
teachings of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Terrorism has no
place in Islam. In pre-Islamic Arab it was believed that blood-shedding
was the only solution to over power the evil forces and to hold
control over them. But with the advent of Islam this concept was
changed. Prophet depricated these wild acts and persuaded his
followers to maintain peace and spread feelings of love and amity.
Islam forbids killing any one who is not in confrontation with_you.

]

4

The Holy Quran has at one place described Islam as “Sabeel-

ul-Salam” (Path of peace and tranquility) and at another place it
says “La-lkraha fiddeen” (There is no compulsion in religion). These
are the clear indication that Islam considers peace and safety as
the basic requirements of a civil society and abhor violence, horror
and terrorism. The Holy Quran says in clear terms that if anyone
has killed some one then he has killed the whole humanity. If he has
saved one life then he is credited with saving the whole human

race.m
S.A.

We solicit articles for publication in The Fragrance of East. Suitable
remuneration will be paid to writers. We prefer receipt of articles on:
e-mail: shariq_alavi@yahoo.com
along with a hard copy, duly signed, by post.
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Three Fundamentals of Islam

Unity of Godhead

The eternal message of Islam is
based on three fundamentals: belief in
the One and Only God, prophgthood and
resurrection on the Day of Judgement.

Belief in One God as the sole and
unassisted author of all creations is the
dominant teaching of Islam. Allah is the
Creator of All things, and He is
Guardian over all things. His are the
treasures and the keys of the heavens
and the earth. There is no God save
Him, the ever-living, the self-subsistent

- fount of All being. Neither slumber

M 4

overtakes Him, nor sleep. His is all that
is in the heavens and all that is on earth.
Who is there that could intercede with
Him, unless it be by his leave? He
knows all that lies open before men and
all that is hidden from them, whereas
they cannot attain to anything of His
Knowledge save that which He wills
them to attain. His eternal glory
overspreads the heavens and the earth,
and their upholding wearies Him not.
And He is the most High, the
tremendous! Such is Islam’s concept of
God, the first and foremost article of faith
for every Muslim. It places Godhead in
a position above and beyond all
limitations. God alone is the Creator

- S.Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

and Moulder, the Bountiful and the
Forgiver, the Giver and the Withholder,
the Just Ruler and the Great Avenger,
the Omniscient and the All-Knowing, the
Master of His bondsmen’s destinies, the
Cherished and the Wise.

The powerful and all-embracing
monotheism forms the basis of all the
religious, moral and social teachings of
Islam. From théprinciple of God’s
oneness and uniqueness flows His sole
creating power. He is the originator and
fosterer of the Universe, the fount of all
life-giving grace and the One to whom
man is ultimately responsible. He alone
is worthy of worship and praise. The
attribute of God’s unity and
transcendence leads on to His
measureless mercy and nearness to
man. Being the Most Gracious, He
rears, sustains and fosters everything
from its inception to its final perfection.
The benevolence of God bridges the
gap between man and his Creator. He
ordains: Pray unto me and | will hear
your prayer. He is closer to His creations
than their jugular veins. He requires no
property and no sustenance from His
creation. Nor he needs trustees,
deputies or mediators. The belief in the
unity of God is accompanied and

[71]



| THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, February, 2015 |

attended by a sense of impeccable
justice and fairplay. The believer cannot
be tyrannical, because God is Just and
Merciful; he cannot be a liar or deceiver,
for he has to render account to the
omniscient God who knows the stealthily
looks and that which the breasts
conceal; he cannot show partiality to
anyone since all men stand equal
before the Lord; and, because Allah acts
in this way, the believer must imitate his
Master in dealings with his fellow

beings. The faith in one God purifies the

soul of the believer from evil and
wickedness for he no longer exists for
himself but for all his brethren in God’s
creation.

Prophethood

The second article of faith on
which Islam raises its edifice is
prophethood or the guidance
vouchsafed to man through Divine
Messengers and Apostles. God has, in
" His mercy, provided for all the known
and unknown needs of man, the
vicegerent of God on earth. He has also
endowed man with all the capabilities
required to unravel the secrets of
physical laws in order to requisition
these to his advantage. A little reflection
would reveal that nothing which man
needs for his existence on this earth has
been left unprovided. But man needs
something else too: he wants to know
his Creator, His attributes, the purpose

of creation and the meaning of life itself,
for he cannot lead a life without any
purpose or direction. The continuous
quest of man for truth since his advent
on this earth, the disquietitude of his
soul bears a witness to this fact. Then,
has God left man to grope in the dark
alleys of uncertainty in regard to his most
cardinal need? Obviously, this cannot be

so. Islam affirms that an order of.

prophethood has been raised by God
in every age and in all parts of the world
to explain the true nature and attributes
of the Lord and Master, to guide man to
the virtuous path in the eyes of his God,
and to unfold the meaning and purpose
of his life on earth. But all these teachers
of humanity were no more than mortals;

R
1

1

none of them shared the attributes of ﬁ

divinity nor did they possess any power
to benefit or harm anybody save as Allah
willed. They were, thus, inspired
teachers of humanity, the bearers of
good news and warners, who followed
that which was revealed to them. Istam,
therefore enjoins the faithful to believe
in all the Apostles of God without
making any distinction between any of
them. It declares unequivocally that
Muslims are those who believe and
observe the teachings of Divine
Apostles in thought as well as in deed
for the Messengers of God did bring the
Truth; obedience of the Prophets is the
obedience of God; revolt against the
Prophets is a rebellion against God ;

(81
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' and that Divine torment will afflict those

who deny the revelations vouchsafedto -

the Messengers of God.

Then, Islam also tells us that the
underlying thought and content of the
teachings of all the earlier prophets of
God was one and the same: their
revelations differed only in details

k because of the time and circumstances
in which they were revealed and the
capacity of man to understand them. At
last the ministry of the last Prophet put
a seal on the earlier revelations.
Muhammad was sent as the apostle of
God for the last era which superseded
the guidance brought by earlier

Fprophets. The revelation brought by him
not only included and confirmed all the

earlier revelations, but it also amended,
improved and perfected their teachings
and vouchsafed the final version of

Divine Guidance to the mankind to meet

his requirements till the end of time.

The Hereafter

R The belief in resurrection after
{ death and in the Day of Judgement is
another essential ingredient of the

Islamic creed. All the earlier prophets-

have demanded a belief the Hereafter,
for its denial means rejection of God as
the Lord of the Day of Judgement. Nay,
its denial renders the belief in God and
prophethood meaningless. God is
Beneficent and Merciful, no doubt, but
fHe is also Just. He has full and

“unfettered authority to pardon or punish

lanybody He pleases. Still, justice
demands that the virtuous and the sinner
khould not be placed on the same plane.
In fact, the world with all its vices and
virtues is too limited a place to requite
the virtuous us and evil-doers in full
measure. There must, therefore, be

- another existence to dispense justice to

both these categories. The Hereafter is
thus of basic importance to a religion
like Islam which demands the belief in
the existence of God and His attributes,
the principle of prophethood and
revelation through it. Islamic creed,
accordingly not only demands belief in
the world to come and resurrection of
the dead on the Day of Judgement, but
blso warns the wrongdoers of a dreadful
panelty and promises blissful joys and
pleasures to the pious and virtuous. The
Qur’an says that God has not created
man for nothing: nor were the heavens
bnd earth, and all that is between them
created playfully. Man should never think
khat he is to be left aimless. It poses the
question whether God shall treat those
Who believe and do good work in the
same way as those who spread

_corruption on earth. It then emphatically

Heclares that Allah has cieated the
heavens and the earth with Truth, and
that every soul shall be repaid what if
has earned.” And it shall not be wronged
inthat. ®

[9]
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The Rights of Children

The birth of a child is an event of
great joy and thanks-giving which is
shared by relatives and friends. Itis a
Sunnah to slaughter an animal when
baby is born and to feed the friends and
the poor with its meat as a token of
~ thankfulness to Allah for the new family
member.

At the birth of child, after he has
been properly washed Adhan is recited
in the infant’s right ear and /qama in the
left ear.

A child should be preferably
named after the name of the prophets
and pious men. The name should have
good meanings. It is forbidden to call
one by the kunya. Since we have been
granted the time to give the name to the
child on the seventh day, this concession
may be availed of. There is this
- advantage in it that this time may be
utilized for a deliberate selection of an
appropriate name. If we give the child
an ill-assorted one, his whole life is
embittered. Hence caution in
determining the proper name is one of
the parents’ obligation towards their
- child.

Just as the parents have rights'

over their children, in the same way
children have rights over the parents.
Before the advent of Islam, parents had

-S.Sulaiman Nadwi

unlimited rights over their children and
no one could dare interrogate with them
or question their authority; and they
were the masters of their own sweet will.
On the other hand, children were
deprived of their rights over their
parents. To interrogate, discuss and
question the parents was considered as
arrogance on the part of the child but
the Islamic Shari’ah acknowledges the
rights and duties of both and ordains
that none of them should neglect to fulffill
the right and duties which they owe to
each other, i.e. the parents to the child
and vice versa. This is the basis of
mutual love and affection between the
parents and the children.

The elder should show kindness
to the younger and the younger should
be reverential towards the elder. This a
scale, the pair of which must work
properly and maintain the balance,
otherwise, all the moral principles and
precepts formulated so far would be of
no avail.

As the parents are the obvious
cause of existence for the child, they are
morally bound to provide subsistence
and maintain them till maturity. They
should try their utmost to rear them
properly and give them healthy and
nourishing diet, proper education and

[10]
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- reasonable living conditions to lead a

1
E

life and take care that the development
of their personality is not retarded in any
way. ‘

Before the advent of Islam, the
custom of child murder and female
infanticide was prevalent among the
Arabs and many other nations of the
world. Istam put an end to these evils.

The weaker sex was in fact an
unwelcome figure for the Arabs. The
news of the birth of a daughter was
received with terrible shock in the family
and the whole clan was rocked with
anger. The Holy Qur’an has in its own
eloquent style drawn a picture of this sad
event:

They attribute daughters unto
Allah-far be it from Him! and for
themselves they desire them not.
When a female child is announced
unto them, his face darkens
wrathfully with shame; he hides

~ himself from the people, because
of the bad news he has had! shall
he retain it on (sufferance and
contempt) or bury it in the dust?
(16:59-61)

There had sprung up in them an

. utterly false sense of honour that

impelled them to the practice of female
infanticide, the underlying idea being
that women-folk, particularly daughters,
are objects at disgrace.

The famous commentator
Zamakhshari in his note on surah
IAl-Takwir, verse 8, gives an account of
how female infants were buried alive.

When the girl attained the age of
six, the husband said to the wife:
perfume her and embellish her with
ornaments. He would then carry the
babe to the relatives of his wife and set
forth to the wilderness. There a pit was
dug. The child was made to stand by it.
The father said: Fix your eyes on it, and
then pushed her from behind so that she
fell in the pit where the unfortunate soul
wept bitterly in a state of utter
helplessness. The ditch was covered.

The thought of poverty was
another cause of this evil practice.

As to the extent to which child
murder was practised as late as the time
of the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him), we have some
evidence in the fact that Sa’sa claimed
to have saved a hundred and eight
daughters. It is recorded that when
Muhammad (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) conquered Makkah
and received the homage of women in
the most advanced centre of Arabian
civilization, he still deemed it necessary
formally to demand from them a promise
not to commit child murder. Mark with
what force the Qur'an condemns this
inhuman practice:

[11]
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Surely lost are they who slay
their offspring foolishly and without
knowledge and had forbidden that
which Allah had provided for them;
a fabrication againstAllah. Surely
they have strayed and.have not
become guided ones.

(6: 141)

And slay not your offspring for
fear of want. We provide for them
and for yourselves. Verily their
slaying is a great crime.

(17:33)

And when the girl buried alive
shall be asked: for what sin she
was slain.

(81:8)

Islam not only put an end to this
heinous crime but ordained that
benevolent treatment must be accorded
to daughters. The stress which Islam
lays on gracious treatment with
daughters can be understood from the
following Ahadith:

‘A’isha, the wife of Allah’s
Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) said: Awoman came
to me along with her two daughters. She
asked me for charity, but she found
nothing with me except one date, so |
gave her that. She accepted it and then
divided it between two daughters and
herself ate nothing out of that. She then

got up and went out, so did her two. .

daughters. (In the meanwhile) Allah’s
Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) visited me and |
narrated to him her story. Thereupon he
said: He who is involved (in the
responsibility) of (bringing up)
daughters, and accords benevolent
treatment towards them, there would be
protection for him against Hell-Fire.

Malik reported Allah’s Messenger
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon

~ him) as saying: He who brought up two
- girls properly till they grew up, he and |

would come (together) (very closely) on
the Day of Resurrection, and he
interlaced his figures (for explaining the
point of nearness between Him and that
person).

Anas b. Malik reported that when
Allah’s Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him)
happened to pass by chlldren he would
greet them.

&L

Abu Huraira reported that Allah ‘

Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) kissed Al-Hasan bin
‘Ali while Al-Agra bin Habis was sitting
beside him. AI-Aqra said: | have ten
children but | have never kissed anyone
ofthem. Allah’s Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) cast a
look at him and said: Whoever is not
merciful will not be treated mercifully.

[12]
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The Holy Qur'an reminding the
parents of their duty of vital importance
says:

O ye who believe! Save

yourselves and your families from
the Fire.

(66 : 6)

The parents are advised to
recite such prayers frequently:

O our Lord! Give us in our
wives and our offspring the joy of
our eyes.

(25: 74)

O rhy Lord! Grant me from
Thyself goodly descendants; for
Thou art the Hearer of prayers.

(3:38)

Itis duty of the parents to inculcate
good manners in their children. it is
evident from the various Traditions of
Prophet Muhammad (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) that
education is compulsory for every
Muslim, male or female. It is the firstand
foremost duty of parents to give
religious education to their young
children, beginning from the study of the
Holy Qur’an. Their goal is the moulding
of the child into a sound Islamic
personality, with a good character and
morals, strong Islamic behaviour and
the equipment to handle the demands
of life in a responsible and mature

fashion. Such training does not consist
merely of a set of directives but, for more
importantly, the parents shall be a living
example of unfailing submission to Allah
through a sincere and conscientious
practice of Islamic teachings. An
essential part of this training, beginning
very early in life, is obedience, respect
and consideration for the parents
themselves, as an embodiment of the
well-known Muslim proverb, “The
pleasure of God is the pleasure of the
parents”. Leaving young children with
baby sisters or in nursery schools is a
practice which, until quite recently, was
virtually unknown among Muslims.
Children often accompany their parents,
sharing their experiences and
pleasures, being part of their world, and
if they must be left, as a rule they stay
either with relatives or trusted friends.
Hence Muslim children generally grew
up feeling very secure and loved,
surrounded by a wide circle of family
relationships. This love and warmth and
the parent’s support, understanding and
guidance constitutes the strongest
defense against the confusion and
uncertainty of conflicting values and
societal pressures of the modern age
and against the sense of insecurity
which prompts unhappy unloved
youngsters to search for solutions to
their inner problems through illicit sex,
alcohol, drugs or various deviant
behaviours. &

[13]



[ THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, February, 2015

Misconceptions About Islam

Very often we find some of our
intellectuals and scholars raising
strange and illogical objections against
Islamic faith and practices without
paying any heed to the basic norms for
such a critique.

The evils that have crept into
Muslim Society or the un-Islamic
behaviour of certain Muslims are cited
by such critics for passing strictures
upon Islam and its teachings. This is
obviously the result of not undertaking

-the study of Islam in depth and making
conjectures on the basis of their own
fallacious concepts or superficial
observations. To take an example, the
Quran contains progressive injunctions
in regard to prohibition. At one place it
says “Approach not prayers in a state
of intoxication (4:43).” Supposing
someone ignores the words” in a state
of intoxication” and says that Muslims
offer prayers in spite of the Quranic
dictum, “approach not prayers”, it would
‘amount to a malicious criticism. One of
such writers is Mr. Arun Shourie who has
written a number of articles on Islam. But
the question is how deep is his study of
the Quran and the Hadith, and how much
qualified is he in Islamic jurisprudence

* Rector Nadwatul-Ulama, Lucknow-7.

-S.M. Rabey Hasani Nadwi*

deduced from the divine revelations and
the practice of the Prophet and his
companions? If he has not studied these
seriously what is the cause of his ardour
for finding fault with Islam?

There are others like Mr. Arun
Shourie who have made it their
business to publish findings of surveys
supposed to have been undertaken by
them. These are actually meant for
misleading those who have no
knowledge of Islam. Recently, a survey
given wide publicity by a section of the
press claimed that ninety percent of the
Muslim women approached for the
purpose acknowledged that Islam was
unjust to women and that its personal

. laws ought to be rectified. Who were -

these women and how much were they
qualified to give their opinion about
Islamic injunctions, the Quran and the
hadith? Or, were they non-Muslims
made proxy for Muslim women? The
things that must be kept in mind for such
a survey are the percentage of illiteracy
in the country and that the ratio of
illiterate women is far higher in relation
to men. A large majority of India’s
population belongs to the rural sector
whose knowledge is confined to
agriculture only. The ratio of illiteracy

‘l/‘

Y

among Muslims being higher than other \d

[14]
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communities, the literacy among Muslim
women would still be much lower,
particularly in the rural areas. Most of
these women would have perhaps
never heard of Muslim Personal Law
and similar other technical terms. Taking
all these factors into account, how could
. 2 opinion of such women be elicited
about Islamic Shariah? It would be like
asking the opinion of primary school
children about the utility of American
concept of political hegemony for India
and then presenting the same as an
erudite study. This is how these surveys
about Islam and Muslim society are
undertaken by those having an antipathy
towards Islam, perhaps more for their
own satisfaction than for any other
purpose. They do not possess even an
iota of knowledge about the vast corpus
of Islamic jurisprudence, yet they
continue to pick the Islamic laws to
pieces.

A personal experience was
narrated to me by a friend in one of the
universities of Delhi. A seminar was
organised on Muslim Personal Law in
which several Hindu girls whom he
recognised, were brought as barga clad
Muslim girls while it was ensured that
no one knowing those girls or a Muslim
not known as a critic of Islamic Shariah
should be allowed to enter the hall where
the seminar was being held. My friend
tried to attend the seminar but he was
not allowed. He, however, managed to

find out who the organisers were. The
following day Newspaper reports
flashed the observations of the so-
called Muslim women. Now if anyone
were to contradict such press reports
he will be immediately dubbed a Mullah
and a staunch fundamentalist unaware
of the changing times and its needs.
Such efforts not only present a distorted
picture of a reality but also mislead the
nation. The masses are not expected
to go deep into what is reported in the
press, they acquise to the opinion of the
elite section of the society. All of us know
the tactics employed by the present-day
promoters of consumerism who
successfully persuade the people to buy
injurious articles by projecting them as
being conducive to health. Now, what will
happen to the nation if a similar
approach is-allowed to propagate
falsehood? The irony is that those who
indulge in similar practices never care
to know anything about the Muslims who
form an important segment of the
nation.

It has thus become a convention
to find fault with Islam, its teachings and
the Muslim society on the basis of
customs and usages of illiterate section
of Muslim society who are ignorant of
the genuine Islamic creed and norms of
behaviour upheld by Islam. The customs
or usages looked down upon by Islam
are cited to disparage it. A number of
such practices have been adopted by
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the Muslims from their neighbours. Take
the dowry system which is a curse of the
Indian society and as a result of which
increasing demands are made from the
parents of the brides and sometimes
the newly-wedded women are burnt to
death. The incidence of such
occurrences is far less among the
Muslims but it is a totally un-Islamic
practice. As a matter of fact Islam lays
no responsibility in regard to the
expenses of marriage on the side of the
bride. All the expenses have to be borne
by the bridegroom or his parents. The
guardians of the bride do not have to
bear the expenses, according to Islamic
teachings, on even the sweets
- distributed at the time of nikah or the
walima i.e. repast of the guests invited

on the occasion, the responsibility of all

such expenses has been specifically
laid on the bridegroom and his
guardians. The bride becomes entitled
to mahr or dower as it is usually
translated, which is either a substantial
amount of money or other form of
property, from her husband. The wife
does not have to pay or make any
contribution. On the contrary, if anything
is given to the bride by her parents or
guardians, it becomes her sole property
without any right of the husband on it.
The wife is entitled to be maintained by
the husband according to his own
standard of living, to be paid mahrand
to retain exclusive ownership of the

property given or acquired by her.

The marriage contracted by any
man with the intention of not paying the
mabhr is illegal under the Islamic law, nor
is such a couple recognised as legally
wedded spouses. It is a prerogative of
the wife to waive off her mahrby her own
free will, but it is not permissible for the
husband to put any pressure on his wife
in this connexion. It would thus be seen
that under the Islamic laws the woman
enjoys all the social and economic rights
while the husband is bound to bear all
the expenses. Will it be improper, if
under such a concept of family as
envisaged by Islam, a husband expects
his wife to manage the household
affairs, remain faithful to him and remain
diligent in the up-bringing of their
children? The relations of the spouses
kinder Islamic law are so subtle and
delicate and require such constant
djustment involving the fate and well-
being of the future generation that the
Islamic law considers it expedient to
allow the voice of the husband more or
less predominance over that of the wife.
Islam treats them like partners, one
senior to the other. If the two are unable
to carry on this partnership amicably, it
is incumbent on the relatives of both the
parties to bring about amity and
harmony between them by ironing out
their differences. In case such a concord
Is not possible then the two should
separate in accordance with the
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procedure prescribed for it. The
husband should pronounce talag or
repudiation of marriage once, and wait
for a month during which period the
pronounce-ment of divorce can be
revoked. If the husband repeats this

~ process again and pronounces falaq for

the third time, the separation would
become irrevocable. This process
allows two month’s time to both the
parties and their relatives to bring about
accord and harmony between the
husband and wife. But if both the parties
remain adamant and all efforts to reunite
them are unsuccessful, would it be just
to ask them to live together and continue
quarrelling for the rest of their lives?
Such a union of husband and wife would
perhaps be analogous to the dispute
between two real brothers which
sometimes leads to the murder of one
by the other. This is what happens when
the husbands burn their wives and
present the alibi that she caught fire in
the kitchen. There can also be
circumstances where the wife does not
want to live with her husband any longer
or both desire instant separation. In
such circumstances the Shariah allows
irrevocable divorce, that s,
pronouncement of divorce thrice at a
time, but it also strongly condemns such
aseparation. There are some jurists who
hold such an irrevocable divorce to be
impermissible, but nobody can deny that
in certain situations it might be the best

~ solution for both the husband and the

wife to be separated immediately. That
is the reason why some schools of
Islamic jurisprudence hold such a
divorce as valid and binding on both the
parties.

The Shariah concedes to the
husband the right to dissolve the
marriage. There are people who
consider it unjust and want the same
right to be given to the woman also.
They, however, ignore the fact that the
Islamic law makes the husband
responsible to bear all the expenses
from marriage to her maintenance as a
wife and to have no claim whatsoever
on the Mahr or any other property given
by him to the wife. It is possible, in these
circumstances, that awoman may leave
the husband with all the money and
property in her possession after a brief
altercation with her husband. She can
also claim, in case she is pregnant,
maintenance from such an ex-husband
till the baby is born and attajns the age
of two years. She can marry after the
expiry of the brief period of probation
called /ddat, but can claim the expenses
for the up-keep of the child born as a
resulit of the former wedlock so long as
she remains guardian of the child. Re-
marriage of a man or woman is not held
in contempt under the Islamic law. A
divorced woman can easily get re-
married without incurring any expenses
and attain all the rights of a wife from
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the second husband, while the ex-
husband will have to bear all the
expenses again at the time of his
second marriage. It can easily be seen
which of the two parties, the husband or
the wife, is placed at a disadvantageous
position by the Islamic law. Conceding
the right to the woman to dissolve her
marriage at her sweet-will might mean
encouraging those of lewd character to
exploit the situation to their advantage.
In such a case a woman may marry for
the second or the third time in order to
get the Mahrand such other benefits as
stipulated at the time of getting married,
and then still retain the right to repudiate
the wedlock whenever she takes a fancy
to another man. The man, on the other
hand, will have to take into amount the
losses suffered by him at the time of
dissolution of his first marriage and the
liabilities he will have to bear on the
subsequent wedlock. Is it not justified
that the right to divorce should be
conceded to the party which is at a
disadvantage in contracting a
marriage? If he is prudent enough, he
would have to give careful thought to all
the advantages and disadvantages
before exercising his right to dissolve
the marriage.

There can, however, be
circumstances in which a woman does
not want to live with her husband who is
unwilling for any reason to dissolve the
marriage. The Shariah has the

provision of Khula or judicial separation
for such cases. The woman would have
only to approach a Qazi and prove that
she wants separation for genuine
reasons. The judge or the Qazi will take
ajudicial view of the circumstances and

if he finds the complaint to be true, he

can dissolve the marriage. The husband
can also confer on the wife the power of
pronouncing Talaqg, and thereby
dissolving the marriage. Once a
husband has conferred such power, say,
as a condition of contracting the
marriage, he cannot afterwards revoke
it and it will depend upon the wife
whether to exercise that power or not. A
judicious balance has been maintained
by the Shariah between the man and
the woman and it has conferred different
privileges to both in accordance with
their liabilities. It is not harsh or in favour
of either party, but if the people do not
acton its injunctions, it should rather be
called a social evil than a defect in the
Islamic law. Itis true that Muslim society
does not follow these laws meticulously,
but being a religiously oriented
community it follows a great many of
Shariah’s injunctions, and at least, it is
not in any disadvantageous position in
this respect in comparison to any other
sister community. If one were to make a
survey of Muslim society
dispassionately, one would find that lots
of prejudices against it have been
deliberately propagated and the Muslim
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society is still better than others in so
far as family relations, particularly those
between the husband and the wife, are
concerned. It would be found to have
more fraternity and humanitarian
feeling, it does not have a constricted
outlook nor the tensions rooted in
certain other communities.

It is to be regretted that certain
modern educated Muslim women have
come to rely on the anti-Islam
propaganda campaign that they have
not been justly dealt with. Such Muslim
women are undoubtedly educated but
they cannot claim to have adequate
knowledge of Islamic Shariah. They can
be compared to a scientist who
considers himself equally proficient in
law and rushes to offer his opinionon a
legal matter without taking the trouble
to consult a lawyer or even going
through the relevant laws on the subject.
Itis an acknowledged principle that we
seek the advice of an expert in every
matter pertaining to that field of life since

" nobody is expected to form a correct

-y

opinion about which he has only a
superficial knowledge. Supposing the
people do not follow the constitutional
provisions of their country or flagrantly
violate the laws and legal norms, will it
be treated as a fauit of the constitution
or law? There are often communal riots
in our country, the people are done to
death and corruption has become an
established practice. Can all these ills

be attributed to the Indian Constitution?
Our country, or for that matter, the whole
world is passing through a phase of
moral crisis, human rights are being
violated and there is a prevailing trend
of individualism or forsaking one’s
social and moral obligations. It is difficult
to believe how these so-called
intellectuals close their eyes to all these
evils and instead of trying to reform the
society, they are bent upon carping and
condemning a religion with which they
have nothing to do. Indian society has
taken the road to moral anarchy and
cultural degradation, moral values of
justice and integrity are at a discount,
trade has become more a profession
of deception, corruption is widespread
even in the highest official circles and
those who contest the elections spend
lavishly and then compensate
themselves through illegal means on
attaining power. The country is reeling
down the road to caste and communal
prejudices while those in power are
more concerned with their party politics
and personal gains. The scams have
besmirched us as one of the most
corrupts nations, but some of our
columnists and political commentators
seem to be interested only in finding
faults with Islam and the Muslims and
overlook everything that might be found
appreciable in them. They, as a result
of it, ignore or minimize the faults and
failings of their own society which ought
to have first attracted their attention. ®
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Role of Mosque and Education in Islam

Today, when we mention education,
most would seldom think of Islam. Many a

times, one hears phrases such as

‘secular education’ and ‘religious
education.” We need to remind ourselves
about the importance and place of
education in Islam. This is evident in many
ways. The first ayat (verse) of the Holy
Qur’an revealed to Prophet Muhammad
(saws) was:

‘Read in the name of thy Sustainer, who
has created — created man out of a germ-
cell. Read — for thy Sustainer is the Most
Bountiful One who has taught [man] the
use of the pen — taught man what he did
‘not know!” (Qur’an, Surah Alaq 96:1-
5, English Meaning by Muhammad Asad
from http://www.IslamiCity.com/)

The Qur’an urges us to, think,
ponder, reflect and acquire knowledge that
would bring us closer to Allah Almighty and
to His creation. The Qur'an uses repetition
in order to imbed certain key concepts in
the consciousness of its listeners. The
word /Im (knowledge) occurs 750 times in
the Qur’'an, making it the third most
repeated word. The word Allah
and Rabb (Sustainer) occur 2800 and 950
times respectively. Along with the Qur’an,
the sayings of the prophet Muhammad
(saws) also prompted people to learn.

The word mosque comes from the
Arabic word, Masjid, which means a place
where one prostrates oneself, or a place
of worship. The concept of the mosque

-Sameen Ahmed Khan
originated during the life of Prophet

- Muhammad (saws), who built the first

mosque during his Prophethood in
Medina. In the early Islamic period,
the Masjid served many purposes, and
took on a comprehensive role in the lives
of Muslims. Not only was it a place of
worship, learning and prayer, but it also
functioned as a community’s political and

social centre. It was where believers

assembled for prayers, where the Prophet
delivered his addresses to deal
with issues surrounding the social life of
the community, where he educated his

* followers, where he explained revelations,

where he met emissaries and discussed
the merits of his message, where he dealt
with internal and external political activities.

Historically, mosques were places
of education, where both religious and the
so-called worldly sciences were taught.
They played a pivotal role in the lives of
Muslims. Islam and knowledge went
together, closely, and from the very early

stages. The mosque played a great part

in the spread of education in Islam. The
association of the mosque with education
remains one of its main characteristics
throughout history. From the start, the
mosque was ‘the center of the Islamic

community, a place for prayer, meditation,

religious instruction, political discussion,
and a school.

In every place, where Islam took
hold, mosques were established, and
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basic instruction began. Once
established, such mosques could develop
into well-known places of learning, often

with hundreds, sometimes with thousands -

of students, and frequently contained
important libraries. Notable examples are

the Mosques in Madina, Cairo (Al-Ahzar)

and Damascus.

The first school connected with a
mosque, was set up at Medina in 653CE,
whilst the first one in Damascus dates
from 744CE, and by 900CE nearly every
mosque had an elementary school for the
education of both boys and girls. Children
usually started their schooling around the
age of five. The very first thing they learnt
was how to perform Salah and the
recitation of the Qur'an. The
primary schooling also included lessons
in writing of Arabic along with reading.
Along with the primary studies, the
students were also taught the basic
arithmetic which would enable them to
carry out calculations related to
the Zakat and the inhheritance. The above
mentioned instructions could be obtained
in any mosque. For more advanced
learning one could avail the schooling in
the bigger mosques. This would cover
instruction in Arabic grammar and poetry,
logic, algebra, biology, history, law, and
theology. :

Some of the Madrasas attached to
the mosques were world-class centres of
learning at their time. The world-renowned
Al-Azhar University is the oldest university
in the world. It was established as a
mosque in 358AH/ 969CE. Now, one can
find over a hundred thousand students
studying iniit.

Throughout the history of Islam, the
mosque has always played an
important social role. It has been a place
of prayer, a centre of political activities, an
educational institution, and a focal point of
communal life. The Khutbah (sermon) is
an excellent opportunity to address the
Muslim community. .

The Khutbah has always occupied
l pivotal role in informing the
Muslim Ummah about her affairs and
calling her to the appropriate actions. Allah
(swt) has ordered that trade and all other
activity be abandoned at the time of Salat
al-Jumu’ah and that people assemble to
hear theKhutbah:

“O You, who have attained to faith! When
the call to prayer is sounded on the day
of congregation, hasten to the
remembrance of God, and leave all
worldly commerce: this is for your own
good, if you but knew it.” (Qur’an,
Surah Jum'uah, 62:9; English meaning
by Muhammad Asad, as reproduced
at http.//www.Islami City.com/)

The Khutbahlis the institution of

" education started by the Holy Prophet

(PBUH) for the wholeUmmah. Many of
our Khutbah fail to address the basic
tenants of Islam.

An ideal Imam is the one who can
give a short sermon in the morning
after Fajr, talk about Islam to non-believers
over the day, give a lecture in the education
institutions  (schools, colleges,
universities) when required and finally
attend a conference with the media. B

(Courtesy: YMD)
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‘Zakir Husain

Once a prize distribution function
was going on in a Delhi school. As the
names were announced the prize-winners
went up the dais and received the prizes
amidst cheers and clappings from the
Principal of the school, who was a gentle,
quiet and dignified man. He was sharing
the happiness of his students. Justthen a
member of his family came and whispered
something into his ear. The Principal
looked perturbed for a moment but soon
he resumed his pleasant manner and was
his usual, smiling self. But after a few more
minutes the messenger rushed in again
and whispered something to the Principal.
For a moment the Principal’s face turned
white but he quickly recovered and went
on with the task of giving away the prizes.

After the prize distribution he spoke
in his usual cheerful and affectionate
manner-congratulating the prize winners
and asking the others to emulate them.

Only when the function was over he
left for his house. His favourite five-year
old daughter, Rehana had died. The first
message was that she had met with an
accident. She was running in the verandah
and had fallen and had become
unconscious. The second message was
that she had died. Asked why he did not
leave immediately, he replied, “Did you not
see happiness writ large on every face?
How could | deprive those children of their

-B.K. Ahluwalia

happiness?”

Do you know who this Principal
was? He was the late Dr. Zakir Husain.

Zakir Husain was born in a family of
Afridi Afghans, well- known for their martial
traditions. In the 18th century, some seven
generations ago, the ancestors of the
family had come and settled at
Quaimganj-a small town in the
Farrukhabad District of Uttar Pradesh.
Zakir Husain's father Fida Husain bade
good bye to the ancestral military career
and took to law. He moved to Hyderabad,
now capital of Andhra Pradesh and soon
became a leading lawyer there. It was here
in Hyderabad that Zakir Husain wasborn
on 8th February, 1897. '

Zakir Husain got his preliminary
education at Hyderabad from an English
tutor. He was only nine when his father
died. So the family had to move to the
ancestral house in Quaimganj. In 1908
Zakir Husain was sent to a residential
school in Etawah, situated at a short
distance from Quaimgan.

He was only 14 when his mother
also died. He felt a great shock because
he had loved his mother dearly and was
greatly influenced by hér personality during
the early years of his life.

After the death of his mother, Zakir
Husain came under the influence of
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Husain Shah, who was a great Sufi saint.
Zakir Husain imbibed from him the qualities
of humanity and respect for other religions.

While he was in the school at
Etawah politics began to move Zakir
Husain. So great was his interest in politics
and current affairs that he daily walked the
distance from the school to Etawah
railway station in order to collect his copy
of Pioneer. Then he would run back to the
school to discuss the news of the day with
his friends.

After passing the Matriculation
Examination in 1913, Zakir Husain joined
the Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental College,
Aligarh. By his extraordinary intelligence
and sharp wit he soon established his
superiority over his school fellows. He had
in fact already become a murshid
(monitor) to his admirers. He was also a
formidable debater and got several awards
for being the best speaker during his
college.days. He was also elected Vice
President of the College Students Union.

During his college days, he made
friends with two equally talented students-
Rasheed Ahmed Siddiqui and Maulana
IgbalAhmed Khan Suhil. These friendships
proved to be life-long friendships.

After passing B.A., Zakir Husain
joined M. A. (Economics) and law classes.
During his university days he was
influenced by the writings of Maulana
Mohammed Ali and Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad. In fact, it was the writings of the latter
that gave shape to his religious thinking.

On 12 October, 1920, Gandhiji
visited M.A.O. College and advised the
students to boycott educational institutions
controlled by the British Government and
stressed the need for developing centres
of national education instead. Among
those who responded to his call was Zakir
Husain, then 23.

The decision to leave M.A.O. College
was made easier by the Principal of the
College, Dr. Ziaddin. He tried to dissuade
Zakir Husain from leaving the College. He
also offered to get him the post of Deputy
Collector, within a year of his passing the
M.A. Examination from that College. Zakir
Husain’s noble mind revolted against this
inducement and he decided to leave
M.A.O. College immediately.

And on 29 October, he along with a
few others founded a rival institution which
came to be known as Jamia Millia Islamia.

This was a turning pointin his life.
And it surprised many of his friends and
relatives. But Zakir Husain decided to
dedicate his life to the cause of Education.
After teaching in the Jamia Millia for two
years he thought of improving his own
educational qualifications.

But as a non-co-operator he could
not join any of the British Universities in
India nor could he go to England. But he
could secure a passport endorsed for
Great Britain only. Zakir Husain did notgo
to England. When the ship reached Italy,
he disembarked and from there, went to
Austria and then on to Germany. After a
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preliminary course in German, he joined

the University of Berlin for a doctorate in -

Economics and ultimately got his Ph.D.
in 1926.

In Germany Zakir Husain came in
contact with Mohammed Mujeeb and Abid
Husain, both of whom later served the
Jamia as his colleagues and dedicated
their lives to that institution.

Even in Germany Gandhiji was
always before his mind's eye and he used
to contribute articles in German on the life
and teachings of Mahatma Gandhi. He was
the greatest exponent of Mahatma
Gandhi’s ideals in Germany. An intoduction
to Mahatma Gandhi which he wrote in
German was very well received.

While in Germany Zakir Husain
learnt that the Organizers of the Jamia
Millia were thinking of closing down the
institution for lack of funds he sent a cable,
“l and some of my colleagues in Europe
have decided to donate our lives to the
cause of the Jamia. It should not be closed
untilwe come to India.” The closure was
stayed and the institution was moved from
Aligarh to Delhi in 1925 at the instance of
Mahatma Gandhi who promlsed toraise
funds.

Zakir Husain returmed to Indiain 1 926
and was made the Vice-Chancellor of
Jamia Millia. He was 29 at that time. Itwas
indeed a great honour. But it also meant a
hard life of poverty and privation. Since the
financial position of Jamia Millia was not
very sound, Zakir Husain and his

colleagues, Mohammed Mujeeb and Abid
Husain decided to reduce their salaries
from Rs. 300/- to Rs. 200/- and then to
Rs. 150/- p.m. and thereafter to even less.
Zakir Husain was drawing less than Rs
100/- p.m. (Rs. 95/- to be precise) when
he left the Jamia in 1948. He spent his time
in collecting funds for the institution. He
served the Jamia Millia for 22 years on a
meager salary while he was getting other
offers for jobs carrying fat salaries. But
how could he leave the Jamia which he
had nourished like a child?

For several years Jamia Millia had
to struggle with the problem of funds. But
for the untiring efforts of Zakir Husain to
collect funds and the willing sacrifice of
the Jamia fraternity, again inspired by Zakir
Husain, this national institution could not
have survived.

Vice-Chancellor Zakir Husain was

quite different from other Vice- .

Chancellors. He treated the children of
Jamia Millia like his own children. He loved
cleanliness and wanted his students to
remain neat and clean. Once he found a
young High School boy with a dirty cap on.
He took him home, washed his cap, dried

it, pressed it and placed it on his head. -

From that day onward that boy never wore
dirty clothes.

On another occasion “he asked his
students to polish their shoes. But he found
that several students did not pay any heed
to it. So the next day he sat at the entrance
of the Jamia Millia, saw everybody’s shoes
and polished with his own hands the
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shoes which were unpolished. The
shame-faced youngsters whose shoes he
polished learnt a lesson of cleanliness for
their lives.

Zakir Husain did not think that any
work was below his dignity. When a High
School teacher refused to take a primary
class he himself went to take that class.
Rather he liked to teach the primary
classes as he felt it was easier to mould
the minds of children during the early
years.

Jamia Millia under Dr. Zakir Husain's
paternal care was getting great attention
from the people and educationists from all
over the country. Even Mahatma .Gandhi
sent his son Devdas to teach and learn at
Jamia Millia.

In 1937 India got a measure of
provincial autonomy , and popular
governments were established in various
provinces. - Gandhiji placed his scheme
of Basic Education before the country. The
aim of this scheme was to make education
self-sufficient and also to impart some
training of handicrafts so that after finishing
their education they should be able to earn

- their bread and should not run after white-

collar jobs. Mahatma Gandhi rightly picked
up Zakir Husain to preside over the National
Committee on Basic Education which was
to draft the new scheme for its adoption
by the popular governments. Dr. Zakir
Husain had also come in contact with what
is popularly known as “New Education” in
western countries. So Zakir Husain very
wisely silenced the opposition of

traditionalists and adopted the middle path
between literary education and manual
work. For true education, he said, meant
training both in mental work and manual
work .

On 17th November 1946 Jamia
Millia celebrated its Silver Jubilee when the
country was in the grip of communal
tension. But Zakir Husain succeeded in
bringing together leaders of the Congress
and the Muslim League to participate in
the celebrations and here he made a
moving speech and appealed to them to
exercise their influence to restore
communal unity: “The fire of hatred is fast
spreading which makes it seem mad to
tend to the garden of education. The fire
is burning in a noble and humane land...
For God’s sake sit together and extinguish
his fire of hatred. This is not time to ask
who is responsible for it and what is its
cause. The fire is raging. Please extinguish
it.” This speech moistened the eyes of
many, including Jawaharlal Nehru.

After India became independent
Zakir Husain was invited by Maulana Azad,
the first Education Minister of Free India,
to take up the Vice-Chancellorship of
Aligarh Muslim University which was
facing closure since many of the teachers
had migrated to Pakistan. Although he did
not want to leave Jamia, under pressure
from Jawaharlal Nehru and Maulana Azad,
he ultimately decided to leave it. In 1948

~ Zakir Husain returned to Aligarh which he

had leftin protestin 1920.
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Aligarh Muslim University in those
days was a hotbed of intrigues. itwas a
challenging task for Zakir Husain to set the
affairs of the University right and to improve
its stature.But he had come with a
mission. His object was to improve the
status of the University to enable it to play
a significant role in the national life of free
_India. Because of his zeal for improving
the teaching standards in the University,
he recruited eminent teachers for different
subjects, from wherever he could get
them, without distinction of caste and
creed. ltis remarkable that by the time Dr.
Zakir Husain left Aligarh University, it had
come to be regarded as one of the best
universities in the country. The academic
standards had improved, the University
had acquired ; well-equipped library and
laboratories all through the untiring efforts
of Zakir Husain.

Because of Zakir Husain's important
role in the reconstruction of national
education, he was associated with various
committees in the field of education in
India. He served as a member of
Education Commission, the University
Grants Commission and several other
bodies.

In 1952 when he was 55, he was
nominated a member of the Rajya Sabha
from the quota reserved for those who had
distinguished themselves in literature,
science, art and social service.

Zakir Husain served as Vice-
Chancellor of Aligarh University for eight
years. Then he resigned his post, wishing

to lead a simple, quiet and retired life. But
he had yet to serve the country in other
ways.

On account of qualities of head and
heart he was specially picked by
Jawaharlal Nehru for the post of Governor
of Bihar. He very reluctantly accepted the
offer and was appointed in July 1957. Left
to himself he would never have entered
political life. He was a scholar who
unwillingly accepted public responsibility.
But he did not belong to the shoddy world
of politics.

In 1962, Dr. Radhakrishnan was
elected President of India and the vacancy
of Vice-President had to be filled up. Zakir
Husain was unanimously chosen for it.

The Vice-President is ex-officio
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha and Zakir
Husain in this capacity won the respect
and affection of all sections of the people.

In 1963, he was awarded ‘Bharat
Ratna’, the highest award in the country,
for his meritorious services to the nation.

In fact he had earned such a great
reputation for himself that he was the

o
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\

-
4

obvious choice for the Presidentship when —

the Presidential election fell due in May
1967.

The Congress Party proposed the
name of Zakir Husain. But the opposition
parties set up their own candidate-K.
Subba Rao-a former Chief Justice of India.

Zakir Husain was elected with a
thumping majority. Even after his election

[26]
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Zakir Husain did not forget that he had
been a teacher and, recalling the incident
of October 1920, he said, “it was a great
honour indeed that the nation bestowed
on a mere teacher who some 42 years
ago resolved to devote the best years of
his life to national education.” And in his
speech of 13th May, 1967 on the
assumption of office as President he said,
‘The whole of Bharatis my home-its people
are my family. The people have chosen to
make me the head of this family for a
certain time. It shall be my earnest
endeavour to seek to make this home
strong and beautiful, a worthy home for a
great people”. And he devoted himself to
the task of making India beautiful. He
condemned violence, destruction and
communal tension. He stressed the need
for religious tolerance, communal harmony
and constructive work. He was so much
devoted to work that when due to ill-health
he was asked by the doctors to take rest
he told them that if he stopped working,
he could not continue to occupy the
Presidential chair.

On 3rd May 1969 when he was still
busy with his work he got a heart attack
and died all of a sudden leaving his family
and the nation to mourn his death.

Some people grow in stature as they
hold office, some remain what they were
while others bring greatness to the office
they hold. Dr. Zakir Husain belonged to the
third category who did not draw his
importance from the offices he held, but
conferred on them his own distinction.

Zakir Husain embraced poverty, led
a life of privation but he had no ill-will
against the rich. Earlier when he was a
teacher and later when he became the
President he dressed himself in the same
khaddar sherwani. He set an example in
the art of living whether he lived in a smali
house orin Rashtrapati Bhavan. He treated
the rich and the poor, the Hindu and
Muslim, alike. He was a religious man-but
he believed in the religion of service -the
religion which elevates man,. which
teaches respect for man at his best. He
was once delivering a speech on Guru
Govind Singh. During the speech he found
that tears were trickling down his eyes. He
felt embarrassed but to his surprise he
found his audience to be doing the same.
That was possible because he was
speaking from his heart. It reflected his
utmost sincerity and faith in people
professing other faiths. »

Out of many qualities that Dr. Zaklr
Husain possessed the dominating one
was his subtle sense of humour in
everyday life. Humour that was pleasant,
enjoyable, always elegant, never ironical,
humour that was charged with warmth for
his fellow-beings; humour which kept him
young and spirited for years. This is borne
out by several anecdotes from his life.

Once a young niece of one of Dr.
Zakir Husain’s friends met him in
Rashtrapati Bhavan. He treated her so
formally and courteously that she thought
perhaps he had not recognized her. So
she said, “I am afraid you have not
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recognized me.” To this Dr. Zakir Husain
replied, “I have recognized you but you
have not recognized me.”

Once a photographer had gone to
take a special colour photograph of
President Zakir Husain. The photographer
gave him a book and requested him to hold
it. Dr. Zakir Husain said, “l am an illiterate
person. Why do you ask me to hold a
book.”

Jehan Begum, wife of Zakir Husain,
was very fond of animals. She was
especially devoted to a goat. When the goat
died the Begum became very sad and
upset. She refused her dinner. At thattime
Dr. Zakir Husain replied, “my wife and the
goat always had a lively gossip session in
the morning. One keeps on asking
questions and the other is ready to
answer.”

Not only Jehan Begum but Zakir
Husain himself was also fond of goat.
Once a correspondent visited him and
found him sitting on one cot while on
another cot was a goat. Seeing the visitor
he remarked, “The other members of the

family are away. The goat is keeping me

company.”

Once an old student of Zakir Husain
brought a thrice-failed matriculate boy with
him and requested him to exercise his
influence to get him passed. Dr. Zakir
Husain politely told him: “if you want me to
do a wrong thing why not let it be a big
one. | suggest that you might bring a form
for admission to the graduation course that

this boy could be admitted directly to the
B.A. class.” The man apologized and left
immediately.

Dr. Zakir Husain was very fond of
good food. Once late at night when he was
coming from Okhla he felt like eating
“tandoori chicken.” He asked his driver to
get one for the children. When the driver
brought it he asked him to place it on the
rear seat. When the car started the driver

heard him munching. The driver asked him

politely what he was doing. “Just tasting it
to see if it is good for the children,” was
the reply.

During the communal riots once he
was caught by the rioters and was rescued
with great difficulty by a police inspector.
Remembering the incident he said that his
own life had ended that day, now he was
living on borrowed life.

Once during the riots Jamia Millia

was surrounded by arsonists. When Nehru -

came to know of this he rushed to the
Jamiain a jeep. On his way he saw Zakir
Husain coming in a tonga. Nehru asked
him with much concern “Has there been
much loss because of fire?” “Loss! on the
contrary we have made a profit of at least
two lakhs,” Zakir Husain replied. “Howwas
that?” asked Nehru surprisingly. “Because
shops had books worth five lakhs. Books
worth two lakhs have been saved from fire-
that is our profit-because when, | went
there | was expecting a total loss,” said
Zakir Husain.

Once there was a theft in
President’'s daughter’s house in Jamia

(28]
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Millia. When his son-in-law informed him
of the theft all that the President told him
was: “Sometimes you should give out
some money in charity as well.”

There was a servant in Dr. Zakir
Husain’s house who used to get up very
late in the morning. Everyone in his house
was annoyed and requested him to throw
him out. But he assured them that he would
set him right. Next morning he went to the
servant's room armed with a pail of water,
ajug and a towel and said, “Get up, Sir.”
When the servant sat up in bed, still half
asleep, little realizing what was happening
Zakir Sahib said, “Please have a wash, |
am bringing some breakfast for you.”
From that day onward that servant was
the first to rise in the house-hold.

When he was asked to grace the
ceremonial chair for a special photograph
he replied: “Are you using this ugly chair
for photographing me? Don’t make me
look like a piece of furniture. Let it be as
simple and as natural as possible. After
alllam a human being.”

Ittook them about ten minutes and

-atthe end Dr. Husain remarked. “Only a

cobra can keep its head erect for such a
long time. “

In early fifties Dr. Zakir Husain had
gone to London and stayed in a house
where one had to feed the electricity meter
with a shilling quite often to get light. When
the host left Dr. Husain was reading a book
and there was light. But on her return she
found him sitting in pitch dark. She asked

him why he did not put another shilling to
get more light. He replied; “More light
cannot be bought with a shilling.”

He had great regard for the
sentiments of others. One Mr. Ali
Mohammed was a teacher in Jamia Millia.
He was puritan and considered it a sin to

- wear long pyjamas. So Zakir Husain used

to pull up his own pyjamas while passing
in front of his class. On being questioned
why he did so he replied, “Mr. Ali
Mohammed loves me and it would pain
him to see me in long pyjamas. | pulithem
up to save him from that pain. -

He had regard for the sentiments
not-only of individuals but also of
commiittees. For the Diwali celebration he
ordered the Rashtrapati Bhawan to be |it.
“How can | remain aloof when my people
are celebrating Diwali.” He added to their
happiness by sharing it with them.

Once while inaugurating a Ramilila
in Delhi he applied Tilak to Rama. This was
resented by the Muslims. To them he
replied. “l am the Rashtrapati of India, not
of a particular community.”

Dr. Zakir Husain was fond of writing
for children. He wrote many stories for
children under unsuspected pseudonyms.
Even when he died one of his book Abu
Khan Ki Bakri, was under print. Another
book Kachhwa Aur khargosh - was
published soon after his death. His other
interesting stories for children include
Aqab Andha Ghora, and Usi Se Thanda
Usi Se Garam.
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His association with writing for
children lent respectability to literature for
children. Many competent writers who
previously thought it below their dignity to
write for children, also have started writing
now. He was also the patron of Children’s
Book Trust which brings out interesting,
instructive, and educative books.

Poetry was his oldest passion. His
favourite poet was Igbal.

Zakir Husain’s other hobbies were
gardening, collecting paintings, fossils and
stones. Gardening was his favourite
pastime. Wherever he lived, whether in
Jamia Millia or Aligarh University or, as later,
in Vice-President's house orin Rgshtrapati
Bhawan-he always beautified the place by
growing a variety of roses and other
flowers. He started collecting fossils, rock
and minerals from the time he became
Governor of Bihar and at his death his
collection exceeded 1,500 pieces.

About stones he once told one of his
friends: “What can be a more precious
thing than these stones. They neither have

any enemy nor usurp anybody’s rights.

They neither conceal their real self nor
reveal anyone else’s secrets.”

He was a great connoisseur of art
and painting;. He admired the paintings of
Picasso, Husain, Gujral, Ram Kumar and
Khanna. When he met Husain for the first
time in 1951 at an exhibition he introduced
himself without any fuss saying, “This
humble one is also called Husain.” He had
. ataste for music also. He loved playing

the discs of Bach and Ravi Shankar.

He was a great conversationalist. He
could argue and convince in a sweetand
charming manner, without being
emotional. He was truly a cultured man-a
personification of everything good, pure,
and pious.

Dr. Zakir Husain had an aversion for
speech making. In 1962, when he was the
Vice-President, he had accepted an
invitation to inaugurate Vanamahotsvain
the Buddha Jayanti Park on the condition
that he would not have to make a speech.

But at the function he was requested to

say a few words. Naturally, he did not like
the idea but he got up and delivered a one-
sentence speech, “The use of the tree is
that it gives shelter to all but does not
speak.” o

At another occasion at a university
gathering he said: “Listening is anyday a
more civilized and more polite form of
behaviour than speaking. Though
speaking seems to have become part of
destiny | console myself by the thought
that in my life | have listened to much more
talk than | have ventured or agreed to
inflict.” '

In a speech at Patna he had a dig at
speech-making “This business of speech-
making is too much with us. We must
make speeches, long speeches, short
speeches, good speeches, bad speeches,
significant speeches, futile speeches but
speeches always and ever.”®

[30]
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Islam On Cleanliness

The SWACCH Bharat- Mission of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is an
appreciable step and must get due
attention by all and sundry. Islam is a
complete code of life. It contains a clear
and adequate guidance concerning all
aspects of life. As regard physical
hygiene, Islam lays great stress on it.
The holy Qur'an says: “God loves those
who turn to Him constantly and loves
those who keep themselves pure and
clean.” (Al- Qur’an 2:222). Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) said: “Cleanliness
is a part of Faith.” He further said: “Islam
has been founded on purity and
cleanliness,” The verse of the Qur'an
and sayings of the Prophet show
importance and significance of
cleanliness and sanitation.

In his monumental work
Hujjatullah-il-Baligah” Shah Waliullah
writes: “Cleanliness is of three kinds.
One, purification from impurity (i.e., to
attain purity or cleanliness, by taking
bath or performing wazu (ablution) in
states in which a bath or wazu is
necessary or desirable according to the
Shariah; two, to cleanse one’s body,
dress or place from an impurity or filth;
and three, to remove the dirt or grime
that collects in various parts of the body,
such as, the cleaning of teeth and
nostrils, the pairing of nails and the
removing of hair below the navel.” Shah

-Obaidur Rahman Nadwi

Waliullah’s thought-provoking words
summarized the whole corners of
cleanliness and purification.

The importance of physical purity
in Islam can be realized by the fact that
Namaz which is the main pillar of Islam
is not accepted without purification and
cleanliness. The Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) said: “Whoever is not with wazu
(ablution) his Namaz shall not be
accepted until he performs the wazu
(ablution)”.

To perform ablution is necessary
before saying Namaz. The holy Prophet
has stated: “The key to prayer is
cleanliness.” The holy Qur'an says: “O
ye who believe when ye prepare for
prayers, wash your faces, and your
hands and arms to the elbows; and
wash your feet to the ankles.” The
virtues of ablution have also been
mentioned in various sayings of the
Prophet. It is related by Osman (RAH)
that the Apostle of Allah said: “Whoever
performed wazu (ablution) and
performed it well i.e., according to the
prescribed rules, all his sins will go out,
even from under his nails.” (Bukhari) It
is related by Abu Hurairah that the
Apostle of Allah said: “When a Muslim
bondsman performs wazu and, during
it, washes his face and pours water over
it, all the sins he has committed with the

[31]



| THE FRAGRANCE OFEAST, February, 2015 l—

eyes are removed from his face (i.e.,
are washed away with the water, after
it, when he washed his hands, all the sins
he has committed with hands are
washed away from them; and, after it,
when he washes his feet all the sins he
has committed with the feet (i. e.; by
using them for that purpose) go not of
them till by the time he has finished wazu
he becomes completely purified from
sin.” (Muslim) It is related by Abu
Hurairah that the Apostle of Allah said:
“When my followers will be summoned
on the Day of Judgement, their faces,
hands, and feet will be radiant with the
effects of wazu. Thus, whoever of you
can increase this radiance and make it
perfect, he must do so.” (Bukhari)

To maintain physical hygiene the
Prophet has laid special stress on

cleaning of teeth by Miswak (i.e.A twig -

or tender shoot of the branch of a tree).
It is related by Ayesha that the Apostle
of Allah said: “Miswak cleanses the
mouth and is also greatly pleasing to
the Lord.”

Commenting the above
mentioned tradition of Prophet,

Maulana Manzoor Nomani says: “There -

are two aspects of goodness in
everything: one which is beneficial from
the worldly point of view and is
considered agreeable by the people, on
the whole, and the other which is
pleasing to God and a source of reward
in the Hereafter. The above Tradition
tells that miswak possess both qualities.
It cleanses the mouth and removes bad

odour; these are its ready material
advantages. The other heavenly and
eternal benefit is that it is a unique
means of earning the good pleasure of
the Lord.”

Itis related by Abu Hurairah at that
the Apostle of Allah said: “If | did not fear
that my followers would be put to much
hardship, | would have made it
compulsory for them to use miswak at
every prayer-time.”(Bukhari) From this
hadith one can guess the advantages
of miswak. Besides this tradition shows
the importance of cleanliness and
purification.

- Uncleanliness and impurity have
no place in Islam. The holy Prophet said:
“Save yourselves from two things which
invite the curse of God.” “What those
things?” Enquired the Companions. The
Prophet replied: “One is that anyone
defecated on the road (or any other
place used by the people), and the other
that did so at a shady place.” (Muslim)

It should be kept in mind that
almost every book of hadith has a
chapter titled ‘Kitabut-taharat' (The
Book of Cleanliness). Even we cannot
touch the holy Qur'an without
cleanliness. The holy Qur'an says:

~ "Which (i.e., the holy Qur’an) no one

shall touch but those who are clean.”
(S:56 A: 79) It is related by Abdullah bin
Omar that the Apostle of God said: “No
menstruating woman or Junubi (the
state of uncleanliness caused by sexual
discharge whether as a result of

[32]
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copulation or in a dream etc., is called (G =)
. .. Patience and Prayer-Key to Success and
Junabat while a person _who is in that Alleviation of Sufferings
State IS Ca”_ed a JunUbl) m,an should The virtues can be explained in only two
recite anything from the Qur’an unless words, patience and prayer. The Jews did
i having Ghusl.” not accept the true message of the Holy
the.y pgr!fythgmselves by aving Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
(Tirmizi) 1t is also related by Apu upon him) because of disease in their heart
Hurairah that the Apostle of Allah said: and also because of fear-that if they

embraced Islam they would have to give up

The effect of Janabat is und_er every their luxurious way of living of ease and
hair of the body. Thus, the hair should comfort and undergo financial and other
be washed thoroughly in Ghusl- hardships. It is obvious that those
accustomed to an easy-going way of living
e-Junabat (so that the parts of the body could not afford it
that are covered with hair are cleansed f AnThhe bHOIy Prophhet)(peace ?bndd t>l‘es‘s,itr1s;sl
‘e ; o ah be upon him) prescribed spiritua
a“‘?‘ pl}“f'?q)v a'?d the part of the Slfln treatment for their disease:
which is visible (i.e., is not covered with Seek help with patience and prayer: it is
hair) s~hould also, be cleansed and Indeed hard except to the humble. (2 : 45)
. ! " . It was said that prayers would affect and
purified preperly.” (Abu Dawood) So, it turn their hearts and patience would resolve
is evident that Islam teaches its the difficulties and remove the hurdles in the
: path of truth. After migration when the Quraish
adhe':ents per.sonz.al purity and of Makkah took up arms against the believers
cleanliness. Besides it urges them to and the time for testing the sincerity and
keep their surroundings neat and clean. devotion of the Muslims came, the following
verses of the Holy Quran were revealed:
But it is unfortunate that scant And do not say of those who are killed in
. . id b t d the way of God: '
att(_':‘r't'o_n 1S pal o y us towar .S They are dead; no they are living, but
purification. Today it is generally said you do not perceive. 7
. . We will surely try you with something of
that Musllms do _nOt take care of . fear and hunger, and loss of possessions,
cleanliness and purity. No doubt due to lives and fruits; give thou good news to the
our shortcomings and carelessness Pat'e\%-h he Hiiction befalls
. . o when an affliction befalls them say:
such bad notions are attributed to us. We belong to God and to him we are
returning.

Hence it is incumbent for us to They are the ones on whom rest

maintain physical hygiene and keep greetings and mercy from their Lord, and they
are the guided one. (2: 152,157)

ourse_lves neat and C'ea_n‘ because These verses told the Muslims as to how
cleanliness is a part of Faith. The holy should be their way of living: They should
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) says: show patience and seif-control and remain
« . . . steadfast in adversities such as loss of lives
Allah is pure and !OYGS purlty,.He_ IS and properties in the cause of Allah as
clean and loves cleanliness, He is kind ultimately we are to return to Allah. We should

; : "} not hesitate to.sacrifice all that is in our
and loves kmdness’ Heis generous and possession, even our lives for the sake of
loves generosity; therefore, keep your Allah and there is a glad tidings of immense
compounds neat and clean.” = favours and rewards for such person. m

S 7,

[33]



[ THE FRAGRANCE OREAST, February, 2015

Enjoining AI-Ma’ruf and Forbidding Al-Munkar

We, the followers of Allah’s Final
Messenger, Muhammad (PBUH)
have been ordained with the special
task of enjoining the good and
forbidding the bad, through the
following injunction of the Holy
Qur’an.

“You are the best of peoples ever
raised up for mankind; you enjoin Al-
Ma'ruf (i.e. Islamic monotheism and
all that Islam has ordained) and
forbid Al-Munkar (polytheism,
disbelief and all that Islam has
forbidden), and you believe in
Allah.(Su'rah Al-Imran, Ayat 110)

The Prophet (PBUH) said: “If you
witness a wrong (evil), stop it by your
hand, (if you can); if you cannot do
so, then prevent it by your tongue, if
you cannot do that (also), then reject
it by your heart. And, that is the
lowest grade of Imaan”.

(Muslim, Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah)

Forexample, if your son or the one,
who is under your control, is
watching a film, then it is obligatory
upon you to stop him from doing so,
by force.

The responsibility imposed on us by
our Lord is so important that if we
neglect it and fail to amend

- Qamruddin Moosa

ourselves by enjoining the good and
forbidding the evil, then it will. result
in displeasure of Allah, the Aimighty.
This is quite clear from the following
Hadith. The Prophet (PBUH) said:
“Oh people! Allah, the Exalted has
said: Enjoin what is right and forbid
what is wrong before such a
moment of time, when you invoke
and your invocation is not granted,
you ask Me to ‘fulfill your need and |
would not fulfill it, and you request
for My help against your enemies
and | would withhold My help”. .

(Ibn Majah, Ibn Habban)

Therefore, practice all that is good
and make your Muslim brothers
around you to do so.

Abstain from what is wrong and see
that your family members and
dependants also refrain from wrong-
doings. According to the Qur’ anic
Injunction, you have been assigned
the task to save yourself and your
family members from Hell-fire.
Negligence of your official duty will
bring sufferings not only to you but,
a lot more around you will have to
suffer too.

Your approach regarding enjoining
the right and forbidding the wrong

[34]
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should be according to the e If a Munkar (evil) is done publicly,
commandment of Allah. then reproach must be done pubilicly.

God forbid, if you happen to know
about some of your relatives or
friends, doing a wrong, do not break
your relations, suddenly with such a
person. Neither look at him
scornfully, nor humiliate him.

Allah, the Exalted, commanded:

“Invite (mankind, O Muhammad
(PBUH) to the Way of your Lord (i.e.
Islam) with wisdom (i.e. With the
Divine Revelation and the Qur’an)
and fair preaching, and argue with

them in a way that is better”. e Have sympathy for him, pray for him,
(Surah An Nahl, Ayat 125) then admo.msh him in a good
o manner, hoping that he may, give up
If an evil is done by a person, his bad habit,  shortly, Insha
privately, then admonish such a Allah.

person, in private. Your admonition
and reproach should be suitable
according to the person and
according to the occasion and its
gravity.

You should never disclose such
person’s shortcoming to others, as
far as it has been kept secret by
himself.

e Always feel bad, about people
doing wrong, in your heart and
sincerely pray for them and consult
your pious elders to amend such
people.

e Always remember, your efforts
would not be futile, and sooner or
later, would bring good result, by the
grace of Allah, the Merciful and the

While talking to such a person, Most Beneficent, Insha Allah. =
adopt such an approach, which you

yourself would prefer to listen, if you
were in his place.

@ .
Allah’s messenger (PBUH) said: “Oh! People repent unto Allah, for verily | repent

)

unto Him one hundred times a day” - Muslim
Allah’s messenger (PBUH) said: “Who ever says:
Astaghfirullaahalliazi La llaha llaa Huwal Hayyul Qayyum Wa Atoobu llaihi

I seek the forgiveness of Allah the Mighty, Whom there is none worthy of worship
except Him, the Living, the Eternal, and repent unto Him Allah will forgive him
even if he has deserted the army’s ranks” (Abu Dawood)

= 7,
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How to Remain Happy in Life

Have faith in Allah

When we have faith in Allah, we feel
internal peace and assurance.

This is confirmed by Allah when He says
in holy Quran: o

“If you are suffering (because of
hardship) then surely they (unbelievers)
are also suffering (because of hardship).
But you have a hope from Allah (for
reward - Paradise), and they
(unbelievers) don’t have any hope.”
(Holy Quran 4:104)

(So a believer will feel less pinch or pain
because of hope as compared to
unbelievers.)

In chapter “Few verses which can
reduce your worries”, we studied that if
we remember and believe in the
meaning of verses 2 and 3 of Chapter
65 of holy Quran, we can get inner
strength and peace of mind.

These verses say that whosoever fears
Allah and keeps his duty to Him, Allah
will make a way for him to get out from
every difficulty.

This assurance of Allah tremendously
reduces anxiety and increases
assurance and peace.

" Remembrance of Allah

Allah says in holy Quran, “If hills could
have moved or earth could have
ruptured or you could have talked to
dead people by power of any divine
book, then it is this Quran which has so
much power. But every control is in

-Q.S. Khan

hands of Allah.” (Allah has not allowed
holy Quran to produce such tremendous
effects.) (Holy Quran 13:31)

So the verses of holy Quran and praises
of Allah have tremendous potential for

peace and good ,effect, Allah has .

permitted holy Quran to produce only
its good effects. Hence because of this,
holy Quran cures physkal and spiritual
diseases and the heart gets peace by
remembrance of Allah. Following verses
confirms this fact:

“Surely, in the remembrance of Allah,
hearts do find peace.” (Holy Quran
13:28)

“O human being! You have received
commandment (holy Quran) from your
Allah, which is also a cure for diseases
of heart and blessing and guidance for
true believers.” (Holy Quran 10:57)

Eyes are made for vision, ears for
hearing and tongue for taste. You
cannot enjoy food by the ear or music
by your tongue. You will feel pleasure
only if you use the ear for sound, eyes
for vision and tongue for tasting
delicious food.

Similarly Allah has created human
beings (souls of human being) and jinns
for His worship (Holy Quran 51:56). As
the soul is created for Allah’s worship,
the real pleasure of life will be achieved
and the soul would feel peace and
pleasure only when it performs worship
of Allah. The ear cannot enjoy food.

4\

Similarly the soul cannot feel peace and 4
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pleasure in materialistic excitements and
achievements.

Hence to have peace of ‘mind and heart,
pray regularly and recite praises of Allah.

Look at those below you and not those

above you.

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, “Look
at (or compare yourself to) those who
are below you, and not those who are
above you, because of this, you will not
degrade (underestimate) the bounty of
Allah on you.” (Bukhari, Muslim)

When you realize that there are so many
people in this world, who don’t have as
much health, wealth, free time and
blessings, which Allah has blessed you
with, you will consider yourself lucky. You
will value your possessions and this
good feeling will dominate any sadness
in your heart and increase your
happiness.

Supplications of the Prophet (PBUH)
* Among the best method to prepare for

the future is by reciting the Dua that the
Prophet (PBUH) invoked Allah with:

Allaahumma asli'h li dini al-lathi huwa
ismatu amri, asli’h li dunyaya al-lati fiha
ma’ashi, wa asli'h li aakhirati al-lati ilaiha
ma’adi, waj'al al-hayaati ziyaadatan li fi
kulli khair wal mauta raa’hatan li min kulli
shar.

O Allah! set aright for me matters of my
religion, which contains my immunity
(from error); set aright for me my life,
which contains my livelihood; set aright
my last life for me, for to it is my return;
and make life an ever increasing
goodness for me and death a relief for
me from all types of evil.” (Muslim)

blessings of Allah in the following words:

O Allah, I invoke You for Your mercy.
Please, do not make me reliant on
myself even for an instant, and set aright
for me all affairs. Verily, there is no deity
worthy of worship except You.” (Abu
Dawood)

When a person recites . these
supplications (that assure the
correctness of his future religious and
daily affairs) with an attentive heart,
sincerity and striving hard to achieve

.- what he is seeking, Allah will grant him
" »what he invoked Him to earn. And, as a

bonus, his depression will turn to delight
and happiness, Allah willing. _

Close relationship is No.1 source of

1

happiness

. According to holy Ouran, rightebus

people seek blessings of Allah in the
following words: “My Allah! Make my wife
and children pleasure of my eyes and
make me the leader among pious
people.” (Holy Quran 25:74)

This supplication improves family life and
increases happiness.

. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, “Let

not a male believer hate a female
believer (i.e. his wife), for if he dislikes a
type of conduct from her, he will surely
be pleased by another.” (Muslim)

. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, “Best

among you are those who are best for
their wives; and | am best for my wives.”

(Ibne Majah, Zade Raah 321)

Family life is number one source of
happiness. Hence supplicate as well as
struggle for peaceful and harmonious
life in your home, to enjoy your life at its
maximum.

k- * Prophet Muhammad also sought
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"Emotion follows action

If you dress nicely, use perfumes, comb
your hair nicely, and adopt a good
outgoing personality; automatically you
will feel good, happy and fresh. If you
adopt a dirty and nervous outlook;
automatically you will become sad and
nervous, because emotion follows
action.

According to Hazrat Jabir (r.a.), “Once,
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: No
«doubt, angels came to our place and saw
a man with entangled (uncombed) hair.
The Prophet (PBUH) said, “Could this
man find nothing with which to comb his
hair?” In the same gathering, he (PBUH)
saw another person with dirty clothes.
He (PBUH) asked, “Could this man find
nothing with which to clean his clothes
o

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) disliked
uncombed hair and dirty clothes. That
means we should always remain well
dressed and with good personality.

(Musnad Ahmad, Sunan Nasai, Mariful
Hadees Vol. 6, Pg. 299)

Imam Maalik has mentioned a similar
Hadees in his Muwattah quotlng from Ata
bin Yasaar.

Hazrat Abi Al-Ahwas (r.a.) who is a Taba-
ee, says that once his father Hazrat Malik
bin Fazla went to Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) wearing a very simple and cheap
dress. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
asked him, “Do you possess wealth?”
Hazrat Malik said, “Yes, | do posses
wealth:’ Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
asked, “Which kind of wealth?” Hazrat
Malik said, “Allah has blessed me with
all kinds of wealth, such as camels, cows,

bulls, goats, sheep, horses, slaves and
maids etc.” Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
said, “When Allah has blessed you
wealth, then the effect of His blessings
should be visible on you.” That means
you should dress well according to your
wealth. (Musnad Ahmad, Sunan Nasai,
Mariful Hadees Vol. 6, Pg. 297) ™

According to Hazrat Abdullah bin Amr bin
Aas (r.a.), Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
said, “It is allowed to eat well, donate to
others and dress well, provided it is not
wasteful and an expression of
superiority over others:’ (Bukhari, Mariful
Hadees Vol. 6, Pg. 298)

To remain happy in life, always remain
well dressed, clean and perfumed. Try
to smile, even though forcibly and
behave like an optimistic and bold
person. Advise the family members also

to follow this advice. Eating and clothing -

standards should be good and
according to your income. This will bring
happiness in life.

People usually try to wear cheap, worn
out, old clothes at home (particularly
women), and try to save money by
eating simple, and leftover food. This
reduces happiness.

Donate your old clothes and leftovers
to the poor; Allah will bless you more;
and eat and dress.well according to
your income. This will increase your
happiness.

Benefiting others
* Hazrat Umama Bahili (r.a.), Prophet

said: “No doubt angels and dwellers of
the heavens, all supplicate to Allah for
peace and prosperity of those who teach
beneficial knowledge to people”.

(Tirmizi, Muntakhab Abwaab VoL 1, Pg.

202
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* According to Hazrat Abu Hurairah (r.a.),

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)) said,

: _ “Those who look after widows and poor

are like those who continuously offer
perfect Namaaz or Fasting.” (Bukhari,
Muslim, Muntakhab Abwaab 1019)

So if we get engaged in serving the

society and poor, because of divine

blessings our peace and happiness will
increase.

> Ignore your enemy

* Once a person was abusing Hazrat Abu

Bakr (r.a.) in the presence of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) On every abuse
Hazrat Abu Bakr (r.a.) remained patient
and silent, and Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH)smiles. At last Hazrat Abu Bakr
(r.a.) lost his patience and replied to him
(aggressor). Immediately Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) got up and went
away from there. Later on Hazrat Abu
Bakr (r.a.) asked him, “O messenger of
Allah! That person was abusing me and

you remained silent and continue to -

smile and when | replied, you went
away.” The Prophet (PBUH) replied, “Till
you were patient an angel was replying
to that person on your behalf, so | was
smiling. But as soon as you yourself
replied, the angel went away and a devil
(satan) came in. So | went away.”

(Mishkaat)

As long as we remain peaceful and
patient, we are in protection of Allah and
our enemy fails, because he could not
harm us by wasting our time and energy.
But as soon as we give importance to
him and get excited; waste our time
thinking against him etc., he succeeds
and becomes happy. Hence try to remain

patient; this will increase you blessings,
peace and happiness.

True happiness

We get true happiness and peace deep
inside our heart, when we get assurance
of true and eternal success. Allah has
listed many types of people to whom He
has assured eternal success. Ensure
yourself that you qualify to at least
anyone type of them. Holy Quran lists
such people as follows:

. Verily (surely), the Muslims (who

surrender themselves to Allah),

men and women, (who truly believe in
Islamic monotheism),

the men and women, Who are obedient
(to Allah), the men and women, who are
truthful (in their speech and deeds),

the men and women, who are patient (in
performing all the duties, which Allah has
ordered and in abstaining from all that
Allah has forbidden),

the men and the women, who are
humble (before their lord - Allah),

the men and the women, who give alms
and Zakaat, the men and the women,
who observe fast [the obligatory fasting
during the month of Ramazan and the
optional fasting (Nawafil)].

the men and the women, who guard
their chastity (from illegal sexual acts),

and the men and the women, who
remember Allah much with their hearts
and tongues.

Allah has prepared for them forgiveness
and a great reward (i.e. Paradise). (Holy
Quran 33:35) N
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