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Honesty and
Trustworthiness

S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

Virtues like honesty and
trustworthiness developed in the early
Muslims as the natural fruits of a sense
of living belief in the Omnipresence of
the Absolute God. Even when alone
and unnoticed or in any other situation
wherein they could easily transgress
the bonds of religious conduct, the fear
of God kept the Muslims under rigid
control.

, It is related in Tarikh-i-Tabari,
that, after the victory of Madain, when
the Muslims were collecting the booty,
one of them brought something he had
come upon and deposited it with the
treasurer. It was so enormously
valuable that those who saw it were
astounded. They began to question
him, "Are you sure, you have not held
back a part of it?" "By God", he replied,
"had | wished | could have
misappropriated the whole lot without
any of you being the wiser." This
straightforward reply made a deep
impression on them and they felt that
they were facing an extraordinary man.
They begged him to disclose his name,
but he declined. "l can't tell you my
name," he said, "because you will then
start praising me, while all praise is for
Allah. | am well content with whatever
He bestows as a reward". When he
departed, they sent a man after him to
find out who he was. Then it was
discovered that he was 'Amir, of the

tribe of 'Abd-i-Qais.. ®
(Islam and the World p. 58)
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Wisdom of Qur'.an

e — e — e

| Pearls From the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)

“your Lord knows very well all those who
are in the heavens and in the earth. And We
preferred some Prophets over others. We gave
Da'ud Zabur. (Surah Al-isra, A. 55)

Commentary:

That is, explains Alusi, some of the
Messengers were preferred over others in spiritual
matters and not in material things (while the
unbelievers think.that material favor is all that
matters: Au.).

Ibrahim (asws) was made a Khalil, Musa
(asws) was directly spoken to, Da'ud (asws) was
given a revelation that did not have any
commandments, Sulayman (asws) was given a
(kind of) kingdom that no one else was ever given,
'Isa (asws) was created out of the word kun, and
our Prophet's earlier and later sins were forgiven.
Further, he was sent to all the peoples of the world.
Thus, every Prophet was singled out for a favor,
and in that respect preferred over others (Qatada
and Ibn Jurayj: Ibn Jarir).

“Say, 'Call those besides Him whom you fancy.

They have neither the power to remove afflictions from
you, nor to turn (them) away. “(SurahAl-Isra, A. 56)

Commentary:

Referring to the textual word “za'ama’,
often translated as “to fancy, allege, maintain,
claim” etc. Alusi demonstrates, with the help of
several examples, some of which from the hadith,
that “za'ama” need not necessarily be in the sense
of “fancy, allege” etc. Quite often, especially in
history works, it is commonly used in the sense of
“belief, assertion or free of doubt.” Thus Alusi
precedes in answering the allegations of the
Orientalists that since Ibn ishag often uses the term
“2a'ama” while narrating traditions concerning life
of the Prophet, the reports have a question mark
before them. For example, Alfred Auillaume writes
in his foreword to the “Sirah” “A word that very
frequently precedes a statement is za'ama or
za'amu, 'he (they) alleged'. It carries with it more
than a hint that the statement may not be true.” (Life
of Muhammad). This is how the Orientalists
managed to plant doubts in the hearts of the
Western educated Muslims. This also tells us that
even translations of Islamic text by non-Muslims,
especially Western scholars, may not be accorded
acceptance without a proper review (Au).®

Itis related on the authority of Amr bin
Murra that he told Muawiya that he heard
the Apostle of God say: “The ruler who will
shut his door to the weak and needy
bondmen, God will shut the doors of the
heavens at the time of his distress and
privation, (Help will not reach him from God
in the hour of his need.”
-Tirmizi.
Commentary: '
The doors of the holy Prophet,
and, after him, of Khulfa-i-Rashideen,
always remained open for the suppliants
and petitioners. They had a free.access to

them and could meet and place their|

difficulties before them without any
trouble, but when the Kharijis took to
terrorism and Usman was killed by them
and an attempt, also, was, made on the
life of Muawiya, the latter placed
restrictions on visitors. It was, then, that
Amr bin Murra related the above saying of
the holy Prophet to him. It is, further,
mentioned in the same report that, after it,
Muawiya appointed an officer who used
to listen to the needs and grievances of

the people and pass them onto him.
It is related by Sa'eed Khudri that the
Apostie of God said: “To say a just word
before a tyrannical ruler is the best of
Jehad.”
-Tirmizi
Commentary:

Though in a war there is the
danger of defeat and death, there is, also,
the hope of victory. But one, positively,
risks his life, or, at least, invites
punishment if one dares speak out boldly
before a cruel and unjust ruler. For this
reason, perhaps, it has been called “the
bestof Jehad.” ®
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n optimistic view was

taken in the beginning of

the 21st Century that
after experiencing lot of turmoil and
unrest people all over the world would
enter a peaceful era. But we find that
with the -advancement of so-called
modernisation and civility the demon of
violence and destruction is getting
more strong and aggressive. Man is
afraid of man. It seems teachings and
messages of love and amity passed on
to human beings by Prophets, Saints

and Sufis have gone waste.
Islamic concept of war is based

upon respect for life. Commenting upon
the first murder in the world when
Adam's son Cain killed his bfbther Abel,

the Qur'an declares:
"For this We made it obligatory

for the children of Israel that whoever
kills one person without any person
having been killed or for creating
disturbances on the earth, he kills the
whole human race and one who saves
a life, he saves the whole human race."”

(Al-Maida 32)
A few years back replying to a

journalist who asked Maulana Ali Mian,
the highly revered Islamic scholar
located at Nadwat-ul-Ulama, what the
considered the worst evil in society the

Maulana said, "man fears man; society
has degenerated to such an extent that
while on one hand, a potter is willing to
fight if anyone broke one small pitcher
made by him, there is none to fight
against the slaughter of human beings
who are the creations of God himself."
The same pain and anguish was
reflected once again when the then
Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Bihari
vajpayee, visited the Maulana on
March 28, 1999. Despite his frail health
he did not miss the opportunity to
express his distress and restlessness
about the state of affairs in the country

to the Prime Minister.
The Maulana told Mr. Vajpayee

that communalism had posed a serious
threat to the country's social fabric. A
reaffirmation and commitment to
democracy, non-violence and
secularism were the only solutions to
the problems of the country. He said
"Hindus and Muslims are sailing in the
same boat. If the boat sinks, neither
would survive, regardless of who sank
it. With these words of caution the
Maulana emphasised that no political
party could continue in power for long if
they did not uphald the principles of
secularism and democracy. The Prime

6,
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Minister on his part assured the
Maulana that the would protect the

basic tenets of democracy atall cost.
Maulana's apprehensions are

rooted in his foresightedness and
realisation of his deep study of history
and culture of the nation. It was indeed
painful for him to see in the evening of
his life the cracks developing in the
huge structure of secularism, the
foundations of which were laid by
Gandhi, Nehru, Azad, Patel, Ambedkar
and others. Maulana's forefathers like
Syed Ahmed Shaheed, had also laid
their lives to fulfil their dream of a
secular and independent India. To
achieve independence Syed Ahmed
Shaheed had invited the Maharaja of
Gwalior to join him in his struggle
against Britishers. In his letter to Raja
Hindu Rao, a minister of Gwalior. Syed
Ahmed Shaheed asserts that whenever
we succeed in our efforts and India gets
rid of these alien enemies, the ranks of
responsibility and honour shall be
assigned to those who covet these; and
they shall enjoy the real power and

glory.
Indeed in a multi-religious, multi-

cultural and multi-lingual society like
India secularism and democracy are the

only form of government that can

ensure a stable polity.
Maulana Syed Abul Hasan Ali

Nadwi, besides being a spiritual leader
was an internationally acclaimed
Islamic scholar. His deep knowledge,
foresightedness and ability to draw
inferences are to be respected. The
advice of Maulana Ali Mian with regard
to secularism, democracy and non-
violence was not new. In fact he had
been telling the same to the past heads
of the governments as well. He desired
that an honest effort be made to create a
"“fearless" society and ensure the safety
and security of all Indians irrespective of
their religion, caste or region where they

come from.
On our part we should also carry

forward the mission of the Maulana in
popularising the campaign of "Payame
Insaniyat". No doubt with the passing
away of Pandit Bishambhar Nath

Pandey, a Gandhite and former
Governor actively involved in the
"Payame Insaniyat" movement the

programme has received a jolt. But
there is no dearth of non-Muslim
leaders of his stature who should be
encouraged to help spread the
Maulana's message. ®

We solicit articles for publication in The Fragrance of East. Suitable
remuneration will be paid to writers. We prefer receipt of articles on:
e-mail: shariq_alavi@yahoo.com
alongwith a hard copy, duly signed, by post.
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his universe has a Creator

who has been yesterday

and today and shall
remain forever. His existence is an
absolute fact and His Being is eternal.
He possesses the perfection of
attributes and is free from all defects
and limitations. He has knowledge of all
things and wields power over every
eventuality. The universe is a
manifestation of His Will. He is the

. Living, the Hearing and the Seeing;

“*nothing is like Him nor there is anything
Yis coequal or rival; He is peerless and
needs no assistance. As an Absolute
Being, worthy of being adored by all,
Creator and Preserver of the heavens
and the earth, and all that exists therein
and in between, He has no partner or
assistant. Worship is for Him alone. He
alone cures the sick and provides
sustenance to His creatures. His word
of command is all that is needed to bring
into existence what is non-existent.

“His affair, when He intendeth a
thing, is only that He saith unto it: be,
and it becometh.” (36:81)

Allah neither unites nor indwells
in anything. His is not contingent either
in his being or attributes; nor is He
essence or substance circumscribed
with limits, nor determined by measure
or direction. He is above in the heavens
on His Throne of Glory and will be seen
by the beiievers on the Day of
Judgement. Only that comes to pass
which He wills for nothing ever happens

The Fundamentals of Islamic Creed

S. Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi

against His will. He is independent of
everything, lacks nothing, is not subject
to any decree, nor He can be
questioned about anything. Nothing
attributed to Him can make Him liable to
any defect or impotence; wisdom is one
of His attributes for He does everything
in the most prudent manner. There is no
Lord otherthan Him.

Fate, whether good or evil,
proceeds entirely from the Divine will.
His eternal and ancient knowledge
comprehends everything that has
passed or will come to pass and that
alone makes every eventuality an
accomplished fact. He has angels high
in dignity who keep close to Him while
there are others charged to record the
actions of human beings, or to protect
them in difficulties and disasters, or to
summon them to the path of
righteousness. They cause man to
attain the good. The devils have also
been created by God but they lead man
to the evil. Jinn are also creatures of
God.

Qur’an is the word of God, both
in its letter and content: it is complete;
protected against every interpolation,
addition or deletion; and whoever
believes that any part of it has been
changed or lost is not a Muslim.

It is not permitted to misinterpret
Divine names and attributes or to
ascribe anything to God unbecoming of
His exalted majesty. Whatever shari’'ah
tells us in this regard is to be deemed as

-0
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authoritative and final.

Bodily punishment in the
Hereafter as well as accountability of
one's actions and the reward and
punishment therefor are all gospel
truths. Sirat, the bridge across the
infernal fire, is a fact spoken of in the
Qur'an and the ahadith. Similarly, the
paradise and hell are all real and sure-
enough already created.

Muslims who have committed
major sins shall not remain in the hell
forever. Intercession will only be with
the permission of God. The holy
Prophet will intercede for such of his
followers who have committed major
sins and his intercession shall be
accepted by God. There is no doubt
about the chastisement of unbelievers

"and the comfortable existence of

believers in their graves. Similarly
veritable is the interrogation of every
man after his death by the angels.

- Prophets are sent by God to
mankind who inform them of the divine
commandments, the permissible and
the impermissible, which are incumbent
for all. The prophets of God are
endowed with certain faculties not
granted to others, and these constitute
the evidence of their prophethood.
These include their inherent pre-
disposition to take the right path,
exemplary character and the power to
work miracles. The prophets are
protected against committing major
sins. _

Muhammad (Peace and
blessings be upon him) was the last
Prophet of God. No Prophet will be sent
after him. The message brought by him
is for the whole world, mankind and the

jinn. In this respect the prophethood of

the last Prophet excels that of all the
earlier ones and hence nobody canbe a

believer unless one gives faith to him.-

Islam is, therefore, the only religion
acceptable to God: no other religion can
lead man to the eternal salvation in the
hereafter.

Ascension was a fact. God made
the holy Prophet, while he was wide
awake, to go from the sacred mosque in
Mecca to the Bait-ul-Muggadas and
thence to the place where He wanted to
him to visit.

Miraculous powers are granted

to the saintly persons (those who are

endowed the cognition of God and
attain the inward perfection in
spirituality), but this distinction is
allowed only to those whom God wills.
But nobody is absolved from the
obligation of shari’'ah. Whatever may be
one's attainment in the perfection of
spirit, one shall always be liable to abide
by the obligatory commandments. One
should desist from the sins and the
things declared impermissible so long
as one remains sane and is possessed
of reason. Prophethood is absolutely
superior to sainthood and no saint,
howsoever perfect in spiritual
attainment, can be equal in dignity even
to an ordinary companion of the
Prophet. The propinquity of the
companions to divine presence is
because of their greater merit in the
sight of God and not due to abundance
of their thanks-giving.

The best of creations after the

prophets, elects among the believers, -

were the companions of the last
Prophet and the ten who were promised

3
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paradise will certainly attain it. We hold
the members of the Prophet’s
household and his wives in esteem,
love them and acknowledge their
sublimity. We also testify the great merit
of those who fought in the battle of Badr
and those who took the oath of fealty to
the Prophet under the acacia tree at
Hudaibiyah. As ahl-i-sunnat we believe
in the candour and rectitude of the
companions. As the same time, we do
not hold them to be impeccable but
instead of finding fault with them for
their mutual differences we pass over at
them.

Abu Bakr was the duly elected
leader of the Muslims and deputy of the
Prophet after the demise of the latter.
Thereafter, Umar, Uthman and Ali
became Caliphs and with them the
right-guided Caliphate came to an end.
Abu Bakr and Umar were, in order of
merit, the most revered among the
followers of the Prophet. We have only
good words for all the companions of
the Prophet who were our path-finders;
we consider it a sin to find fault with
them.

We do not hold as disbeliever
anybody among the ahl-i-gibla, but
whoever denies that God is the Creator
and absolute Ruler of the universe,
pays divine honours to something other
than God, rejects hereafter, does not
accept any prophet or disclaims the
essentials of religious creed is a
disbeliever. The concepts like holding
any sin to be admissible or making fun
of the shari'ah or its commandments
amount to disbelief. It is necessary to
enjoin the right and forbid the wrong
(provided it has no disastrous

—l THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, February, 2010 |

consequences) and to seek mutual
understanding among the believers.
We believe in all the prophets of God
and the books vouchsafed to them. We
make no distinction between the
prophets of God.

Faith is what lies in the heart and
is affirmed by the tongue. Human
actions emanate from the will of God
and endeavour of man. We put our trust
in the signs of the Day of Judgement as
described in the ahadith. Unity among
the Muslims is regarded by us as good
and meritorious while disunity and
discord are surely taken by us as wrong
and ameans to invite divine wrath.

Tauhid, True Faith and Shirk
Worshipful devotion depends on
the effort to set right the creed and the
faith. If the creed of anybody is unsound
and the faith is not absolute, neither his
worship will be acceptable nor his
actions will be deemed as correct. But
even inconsiderable actions will be
sufficient if the creed is correct and the
faith is absolute, One should, therefore,
endeavour that one’s creed and faith
are accurate and pure. Rather, one
should consider these as one’s sole
objective, something of a dire necessity
inwhich no indulgence can be allowed.
Anyone who has studied the
Qur’an without any preconceptions and
with the purpose of finding the truth
would know that the pagans of the
Prophet's time did not equate their
deities with God. They acknowledged
that the numerous deities revered by
them were as much creations of God as
anything else; they never claimed that
the lesser deities enjoyed the same

— o)
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power as God or that they were
consubstantial with God. Their disbelief
and infidelity consisted of the fact that
they prayed to their fetish deities,
entreated to them, made oblations and
sacrifies to them and took them as
intercessors with God. If any one feels
that way towards anything, he will not
be a bit different from the idolaters of the
pagan past even if he bears witness to
his being a creature and a slave of God.

Shah Waliullah writes in the
Hujjat Allah-il-Baligah:

It ought to be known that the
belief in tauhid can be divided into four
grades: '

1. To take only God as the
Necessary Being for there is no other
necessary being save Him.

2. To consider God alone as the
Creator of empyrean, sky, earth and
everything having an existence. It
consists of two grades but the revealed
scriptures have not deemed it
necessary to discuss them, nor pagans
of Arabia or the Jews and Christians

held a contrary view. The Qur'an is

explicit that both these grades were
plain truths even to them.

_ 3. To hold the view that the
management of the heavens and the
earth, and all that is in-between, rests
with Allah.

4. The fourth stage is to hold that
none except God deserves to be
worshiped. Both these latter stages
hold together and synchronize with
each other. The Qur'an has discussed
them in detail and allayed the doubts of
disbelievers in the most satisfying
manner. ’

This shows that it is shirk to hold

N

anyone on terms of equality with God. It
rather means to adopt the attitude or
conduct oneself to wards anyone in a
way that God has made exclusive for
His Exalted Being. It covers, all the
different forms of divine service, such
as, prostration before any created
being, making sacrifices for someone,
entreating anyone to do something,
asking for help in difficulties, taking
anyone as omnipresent, considering
anyone to have a hand in the
governance of the universe etc. All
these involve shirk and make a man
polytheist. Even if such a person
believes that the human being, jinn or
the angel before whom he is
prostrating, or offering sacrifice, or
asking for help occupies a position
inferior to God and is His creature, he
shall be deemed as a polytheist. The
prophets, saints, jinn, devils or evil
spirits to whom such an attitude is
adopted make no difference. This is the
reason why the Jews and Christians
who exaggerated the position of their
rabbis, clergymen and monks were all
denounced by God as polytheists for
ascribing divine powers to them.

The Qur'an syas:

“They have taken their priests
and their monks for their Lords, besides
Allah, and also the Masih, son of
Maryam, whereas they were enjoined

_ that they should worship but one God;

no God is there but He. Hallowed be He
from that which they associate.” (9:31)

Polytheistic Behaviour and
Superstitious Usages

This fundamental principle

needs to be explained with reference to
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common aberrations that are found in
the people owing to ignorance,
extraneous influences and adoption of
pagan customs from their neighbours.
Such people normally lack Islamic
grooming, edification in correct Islamic
teachings in the light of Qur'an and the
sunnah and an Islamic atmosphere.
These weaknesses have been
explained here for doing away with
them.

Comprehensive knowledge,
determinate and definite will and
decree, unfettered power to do what He
will and perfection of accomplishment
are some of the attributes of Almighty
God. Divine service, such as,
prostration or genuflexion before
anyone, keeping of fast for his
propitiation, undertaking a journey with
the same devotional attitude as befits
the haijj, taking of sacrificial animals to a
shrine and vows and oblations in the
name of anyone bespeak of the shirk of
a person performing these acts. All the
divine services expressing devotion
and glorification of God are exclusive
for Him. Knowledge of the unknown is
with. God for it is beyond the power of a
human being to know always the
conceptions of the mind and motions of
thought or else what is kept secretin the
hearts. God should not be conceived
like a worldly king in the matter of
governance of the universe, bestowing
favours or accepting the intercession of
those deemed nearer to Him. One
ought to beseech God alone for
everything, great or small. It does not
befit God to be assisted by anybody in
the governance of the universe like the
kings and rulers who cannot do without

the help of ministers and courtiers.
Prostration before anyone save God is
disallowed. The sacred rites and
ceremonies attending the pilgrimage
are expressive of love and devotion to
the House of God and are therefore
exclusive for it. To assign particular
sacrifical animals to the saints, holding
them in awe, vows and oblations in
order to gain their favour are all
prohibited acts. Adoration and
glorification is for God alone as is
sacrifice for His magnification. Putting
one’'s faith in the soothsayers,
astrologers and fortune-tellers or in the
influence of constellations indicates
disbelief in a person and is therefore
prohibited.

In giving names to their children
the Muslim should express their
attachment to tauhid or oneness of
God. They ought to desist from giving
such names which can create a
misunderstanding or are expressive of
polytheism. It is prohibited to take an
oath in the name of anyorie except God.
It is also prohibited to offer sacrifice at
any place where there was an idol or a
festival was held by the pagans. One
should exercises moderation in the
adulation of the holy Prophet and
should not magnify him as the Jews and
Christians did in the case of their
prophets. Similarly, homage should not
be paid to pictures and representations
of saints.

The End and Purpose of
Prophethood

Belief in the overlordship of God,
correct relationship between the
Creator and the created and an
invitation to pay homage to him alone

-©
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has always been, in every time and
clime, the first and foremost object of
the prophets of God. They have always
taught that God alone has the power to
do any harm or good and therefore He
alone deserves the prayers,
supplications and oblations. In every
age they have taken the offensive
against polytheistic cults surviving in
the shape of idol worship or veneration
of living or dead godly persons. The
people believed, during the ages of
pagan past, that since God has
bestowed His favours and honours on
certain lesser deities, He has also given
them power to intervene in some of the
matters divine and to intercede on their
behalf. They thought that just as a ruler
is appointed for every land by an
emperor who enjoys the royal
prerogatives in that area, these saintly
persons have to be propitiated as
guardian spirits for the benefit of the
people of that region.

Anyone who has studied the
Qur'an, which is a resume of all the
previous scriptures, would know for
certainty that one of the basic aims of
prophethood has been to fight against
polytheism and save the people fromits
corrupting influence. This has been the
central point of the message of the
prophets of God, the fundamental aim
of all their endeavours. Sometimes the
Qur’an referring to them says: “And We
sent no messenger before thee but We
inspired him: There is no God save Me,
so worship Me.” At others the Qur'an
names the prophets of old individually
and tells us that each one of them
started his mission by inviting the
people to the adoration of One God.

The first thing they said to their people
was: “O my people! Serve Allah. You
have no other God save Him.”

Taking others for God,
prostrating before them, demeaning
oneself before them, seeking their help,
offering oblations and sacrifices to them
are in reality different forms of idolatry
and polytheism. They also denote the
paganish “Ignorance’, a universal trait
which has always been present with the
people like a malignant growth. Verily, it
is the most morbid ailment of human
race which has survived all vicissitudes
of history as well as cultural, economic
and social transformations. It invites the
wrath of God and acts as an stumbling
block in the spiritual, moral and cultural
progress of mankind. It debase

mankind and lowers its prestige, and -

that is why the fight with it shall remain
the focal point of all truly religious and
reformatory calls to the end of time. The
Qur’an recalls about Abraham: “And he
made it a word endurig among his seed,
that haply they may return.” This has
been the way of all the reformers and
the righteous savants inviting the
people to God.

Shirk, Never Unimportant

It is never advisable to minimize
the gravity of shirk or polytheism for the
reason that since the new age requires
new patterns of reformatory endeavour,
it has to be allotted a subordinate
position in the call to reformation. it is
also not correct to equate the
obedience to God with the submission
to political authority or the man-made
laws and systems, or even to treat the
two as equally offensive. It is erraneous
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to think, both on grounds of day-to-day
experiences and actual happenings,
that the shirk was a perversity of the
pagan past (when human intellect,
knowledge and culture were in their
stages of infancy) but, now, when man
has gone sufficiently ahead on the road
to progress, this intellectual aberration
manifests itself in new-shapes
consistent with the modern cultural
ethos. Polytheism and idolatry exist
even today and in several countries and
nations; even among the Muslims it an
be seen as a stark reality. The Quranic
dictum is true to this day: “And most of
them believe not in Allah except that
they attribute partners (unto H im).

The indifference to shirk shows not
only a disregard and contempt to the
mission and strivings of the prophets
and bespeaks of doubt in the eternal
character of the Qur'an but also
amounts to rejection of the prophetic
way as the best and accepted mode of
endeavour in the way of God. The way
.of the prophets had the approval of God
for it were assured the succour and
success which cannot be had through
any other method of reformatory
endeavour.

Bid’atand its Harmful Effects

To include anything in religion
not made so by God or the Prophet, or
to do it with the hope of attaining merit or
propinquity to God, or to follow it with
the same meticulous care as a religious
observance is acted upon, amounts to
bid"at. It really means grafting of a man-
made system 1o the divine order of laws
or creation of a state within state. Bid'at
has its own legalism with obligatory,
commendable and voluntary

observances which run parallel to the
divine legislation and sometimes even
exceed them in number and
importance. Bid'at overlooks the fact
that the shari'ah given by God is
complete and that no addition or
alternation can now be made in it. Imam
Malik was correctin his remark when he
said: “Whoever introduces a Bid’at in
Islam and also considers it a salutary
act, in fact annunciates that the Prophet
was (God forbid) not faithful in
preaching his message, for God says: |
have this day completed your religion.
Thus, whatever was not religion in the
Prophet’s life-time cannot be deemed
as religion today.

One of the characteristics of
God-sent shari'ah is its aptness and
practicality in all times. The Law-giveris
also the Creator of man who is well-
aware of the needs and nature, strength
and weaknesses of man. The Qur'an
expresses the same idea in these
words.

“Should He not know what He
created? And He is the Subtle, the
Aware.”

The divine Law makes an
allowance for every contingency but
when man takes up the task of framing
laws for himself, he cannot take
everything into consideration.
Admixture of innovations and additions
made from time to time make the
religion so cumbersome and difficult
that the people tend to get rid of the
religion itself. “He hath chosen you and
hath not laid upon you in religion any
hardship,” is a declaration of divine
blessing, but it is taken away where
innovations prevail. Its examples can
be seen in elaborate orisons and rites

13
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where the bid'at or innovations come to
have a free hand.

Another feature of God-given
religion and its law is its universal
applicability for it remains the same in
every age and place. Any Muslim from
one region may go to another part ofthe
world, but he would not face any
difficulty in the observance of religious
obligations, nor he would require the
help of any local mentor or guidebook.
The bid'at is, contrarily, never uniform. it
is a product of local conditions,
historical causes or personal prejudices
and interests. It can, therefore, assume
the shape of a different religion in every
country or rather every country or rather
every region and town or may differ
from house to house.

It was because of these
considerations, perennial and universal
in nature, that the holy Prophet had
instructed his followers to follow his
sunnah and avoid bid’at scrupulously.
He had given the direction that:

“Whoever introduces something
new in our religion that was not its part
earlier, it shall be deemed as null and
void.”

“Avoid innovation in religion, for
every innovation is a wickedness and
every wickedness has its abode in the
hell.”

The Prophet also predicted that:

“Whenever people introduce
some innovation in religion, an
equivalent portion of sunnah is taken
away (from them).”

All-out Campaign against Bid’at

Companions of the Prophet,
Imams and jurists, righteous scholars
and reformers have all launched hard-

hitting campaigns against innovations
arising in their times in order to prevent
them from becoming popular in the
Muslim society, specially in the religious
circles. The attraction such innovations
have always had among the credulous
masses and the way these have served
the vested interests of the self-seeking
impious groups, have already been
alluded to in this verse of the Qur'an:

“O ye who believe! Lo! Many of
the (Jewish) rabbis and the (Christian)
monks devour the wealth of mankind
wantonly and debar (men) from the way
of Allah.”

All those who have fought the
innovations had to undergo severe
hardship but unmindful of their personal
plights they have continued their
struggle with the zeal of crusaders and
guardians of religion. They were
accused by the credulous masses and
impious religious groups as
reactionaries, dogmatics and bigoted
fanatics, but they have remained
unconcerned with the campaigns of
vilifications and persecution. Their
forceful harangues and writings to
demonstrate the truth and to expose the
aberrations were so successful that
several of these innovations were
completely rooted out and today we
know about them only from the books
describing society and culture of the
times past. The innovations still extant
are being fought vigorously by the right-
minded scholars.

“Of the believers are men who
are true to that which they covenanted
with Allah. Some of them have paid their
vow by death (in battle), and some of
them still are waiting; and they have not
alteredinthe least.” ®

-

7 B



¥

The Real Meaning of ‘Jihad'

t present, selfishness,
profiteering, oppression

and tyranny have become a

fashion in this world. Under good, peace-
loving, humane headlines,
encroachments are hidden on other's
rights, wrong doings, homicides and
barbarism. This is the way of oppression,
tyranny and disobedience of the Lord, the
reator, Allah. It is necessary to change
these conditions and to bring humanity to
the progressive and right track. Islam has
imparted teachings on it. The main object
of Islam is to bring the entire humanity to
the right track and cause it to move on it,
which is the track of welfare and
prosperity. The welfare and prosperity of
the humanity is connected with ‘the
Hereafter and the medium of it is this
worldly life. Allah, the most Exalted, has
kept some chosen people, aware of right
and wrong, through His angel, which
human common sense can not grasp
completely. Allah, the Most Exalted, has
sent His revelations through His angel or
directly without the medium of angel, to
those chosen people, who are called
Prophets. The last of these Prophets was
Muhammad Mustafa (PBUH). He
imparted teachings on religion which
relate to good and bad things of life, with
the commands of Allah and His revealed
instructions, in a comprehensive and
elaborate method and also saved them.
He imparted teachings on religion which
relate to good and bad things of life, with
the commands of Allah and His revealed
instructions, in a comprehensive and
elaborate method and also saved them.
He explained that the religion does not
mean worship and adoration only;
instead it covers all the ways of human
life. These comprehensive and complete
instructions are called ‘'lslam'. Islam
means surrendering oneself, which
means that a human submits all his ways

S. M. Rabey Hasani Nadwi

and manners of life to the pleasure of his
Creator and Master, Allah, the Most
Exalted, who is the Creator of human
beings, knows the nature, the
temperament, the needs and the
capabilities of human beings. So,
whatever ways and manners He has
chosen for human beings, conform to his
needs, his power and his fitness and
capacity and they also give a guarantee
to his welfare and prosperity. These
instructions are called 'Faith' (Deen) in
Islam. Allah has endowed responsibility
on the followers of the religion to adapt
themselves according to this welfare and
prosperity and deliberate on making
others accordingly as well. They should
take suitable steps and tactics for it. The
measures are suggested for it in order to
acquaint those who are not acquainted
with it, with politeness and affection. This
is called call and guidance 'Dawah' and
by trying in this way, every Muslim
becomes a preacher (daie) and a large
number of Muslims are busy in it. And
Allah loves its performance ‘very much
because He desires to see mankind in
good condition but not by compulsion:
instead by dialogues. This work is not
only necessary but it is a means of
securing the pleasure of Allah. And if no
one does it, it invites displeasure and
wrath of Allah.

History tells us that wherever this
work was ignored, Allah's wrath
ascended that place in the shape of
afflictions and destruction.

If hindrances are placed in the
way of seeking dialogues with wisdom
and exhortation for the cause of Allah,
then Allah has allowed Muslims to take
any appropriate measures to do it but
only by means which are possible and
practicable, for Muslims, in a human way.
And from this point, the stage starts

-
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where one is compelled to adopt strict
measures but this strictness is to be used
against those who put obstructions in its
way, in order that this work-of guidance for
human beings is completed. This is also
performed by means of available power,
but it is not allowed to use force or
compulsion on anyone to change his way
of life. Qur'an says: “There is no
compulsion in religion”, but if the
obstruction and hindrances are placed in
the way of precepts, telling truth and
propagation then use of defensive forceis
allowed. They Holy Qur'an says:
“permission to fight back is hereby
granted to the believers against whom
war is waged and because they are
oppressed; certainly Allah has power to
grantthem victory”.

By this way, the necessity for the
ways of the people's welfare and
prosperity and the word of truth be told to
the people, so that they would be aware of
the straight path, according to the wish of
their Creator and the Master and they
should not be stopped from their work; the
worship and adoration of the Creator and
the Master should not be allowed to stop.
This work should be done in a peaceful
way; but if any hindrance is created to
stop it then the hindrance should be
removed: if the hindrance is an organized
form then the action should be taken
accordingly and the need of the reaction
be declared. Therefore, the devoted
servants of Allah should deliberate and
strive to correct their own ways and also
try hard to correct others skillfully and with
love and affection, but when they face
hardness they respondtoiit.

Allah has called all this work by the
name of 'Jihad' and the real meaning of
Jihad are 'making elaborate efforts' i.e.
making full efforts with courage and
determination which Allah loves very
much: but unfortunately, the meaning and
inference of the word ‘jihad' has been

particularized to one side only and the
opponents of Islam use this word in the
meaning of conflict and war; while the
action intended is the welfare and
prosperity of mankind. Collision and
confrontation in it is in defense only and
under compulsion, and it is one facet of it
only. There is a condition for it which is
that there should be no self interest, no
materialistic nor worldly interest. Welfare
should be intended and the sacrifice of
life and material should be made for a
better cause.

At present, instead of betterment
of human being, instances of conflict and
oppression on others are becoming
common. In these, personal and worldly
interests are involved. These instances
crop up every where and atevery scale.

Hundreds and thousands of
deaths are caused in itand this is done for
self and worldly interests. Itis used by the
powerful party. Hundreds and thousands
were killed in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In
Palestine, hundreds and thousands were
evacuated from their houses and driven
out to deserts and other regions and
those refusing to leave their houses were
bombed. In reaction, if one oppressed
and aggressive person takes a retaliatory
step, in anger, it is not astonishing.
Unfortunately, those who do this task are
seen with a doubtful eye. And the telling
the truth and making efforts for the
welfare and prosperity of humanity are
unreasonably blamed, because of some
incidents causes of which are personal
and local, are falsely charged as
terrorism and fundamentalism. It is the
matter of great sorrow that all of this is
done in a planned way with a sense of
enmity. This is a harmful act of
malevolence. This is the responsibility of
the truthful people that they should
correct the ideas of these people whose
ideas are based on misconception. @
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. Islam The Banner Holder Of Peace And Security

e~

he primary importance

man gives to the things in

his life, and priority over
all his other needs, peace and security
tops that list, because everyone
desires to pass his life peacefully and
safely, far from dangers. He desires to
keep away from everything that
disturbs the pleasures of life and
plunge life in restlessness, anxiety,
painfulness and sorrow. Allah, the
Most Exalted, taking care of its
importance in human life has given
the glad tidings that whoever
perseverely adheres to the faith
(Eiman) and obedience of Allah, and
adopts the Shariah law as his code of
conduct and seeks His pleasure, as
his objective of life, then he will have
neither fear nor grief. There is no
doubt that peace and security, peace
of the heart and tranquility are the
greatest blessings of the world.
Because of it, a man of faith, remains
happy and satisfied in his worldly life;
a wealthy man with his riches; a poor
man in his poverty; a sick man in his
sickness; and healthy man in his good
health, thanks Allah.

The religion of Islam does not,
only, give surety and glad tidings of
the success in the Hereafter but
guarantees peace of mind and
satisfaction of heart in the world. The
virtue of Islam is self-evident from its

Saeedur Rahman Al-Azami Al-Nadwi*
name which is derived from the world
'peace’. So, it becomes the second
virtue of Muslim to feel extremely
disgusted against those who hoid the
banner of peace and harmony, but in
fact, they are opposed to the meaning
of peace and harmony. In fact, Allah
has declared Islam only as the last
and ultimate religion and made it a
guarantee of peace and security,
tranquility and satisfaction: and
Created in it a solution of all issues and
problems. As Allah, the Most Exalted
has declared that, if anyone professes
any other religion, it will never be
accepted. Therefore a Muslim will
keep aloof from such adverse
conditions which may destroy his
peace and security and tend to disturb
his peace and calm. This clarifies that
it is necessary for every Muslim to
adopt the religion, fully, to pass his life
with peace and calm, and do not give
up, even a trifling little thing, in any
condition. Allah, the Most Exalted,
repeatedly and in different ways,

- exhorts His servants to enter Islam

completely, and to save themselves
from carnal desires, following Satan
and keeping away from him because
heis the open enemy of humans. Heiis
always desiring and striving, to make
Muslims go astray, from the straight
path, get inclined towards carnal
desires, and go away from faith and

* Principal Darul-Uloom Nadwa-tul-Ulama, Lucknow.
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virtuous actions.

Allah, the most Exalted, says in
the Qur'an: “O believers! Enter into
lslam completely and do not follow the
footsteps of Shaitan, surely, he is your
openenemy”. (2:208)

Islam is the name of submitting
entirely and surrendering to Allah and
entering into the obedience of Allah
and His Prophet. After this, a Muslim
gets into safety and security of Allah
and becomes entitled to His Love,
Affection, Abundance and Mercies in
this world and the Hereafter. And after
establishing a strong and sincere
connection with Him becomes
prosperous, gets graciousness of
being connected with this faith
(Shariah) which Allah, the Most
Exalted, has sent it down as
permanent and applicable till the end
of the world, as the way of life.
Society's attachment with this divine
law, individually and collectively,
makes human life prosperous. A
strong and powerful does not have the
courage to commit oppression on a
weak person nor dares the large fish
to devour the small fish.

How much lIslam is anxious to
cleanse the society of evils, can be
estimated from the saying of the
Prophet of Allah (PBUH) that, “You
cannot enter paradise until you
become a true believer (Muslim) and
you cannot become a true believer
until you love one another. Shouldn't |
tell you one thing, that when you
practice it, you begin to love one
another and it is, make Salaam
common among yourselves”. In

another narrative, he said, “O people!
Make salaam common, feed people,
treat your relatives kindly and offer
prayers at a time when other people
are asleep, in order that you enter
paradise safely.”

In short Islam is the name of
safety, love and affection and social
interaction. But a Muslim's entire life
has departed from Islam. Then, can
he have a life of peace, love and
safety and how can he present the
model of a body where entire body
gets affected, if one organ becomes
painful?

We should do reckoning of
ourselves whether our actions
conform to Islam or not? How different
is our thinking with Islam? s our
society Islamic or un-lslamic; do the
rituals popular in our society conform
to Islam or not? And do we patiently
think about it? Allah, the Most Exalted,
is well aware of the deceitfulness in
the eyes and the hidden secrets of the
hearts! ®

It is related by
Abdullah bin Omar that
the Apostle of God said:
"To offer up Namaz in
congregation is twenty-
seven times more
meritorious than to offer it

up alone.”.
-Bukhari and Muslim
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Central Madrasa Board Why This Imposition?

There could be nothing
more arbitrary than the
attempt of the
Government to impose Central
Madrasa Board on the Indian Muslim
Community despite the opposition of
all credible Muslim religious
organizations. Is it not provocation
enough to deprive them of the rights
given to them by the Constitution in
respect of higher mainstream
education? Articles 30 and 29 of the
Constitution have by judicial hair-
splitting been robbed of their practical
worth. Everyone who has ever tried to
establish or maintain an educational
institution is aware of the travails he is
destined to go through. Nothing could
be more discouraging for those
aspiring to promote education than
the hassles that stare them in the
face. Isn't it a pity that instead of
facilitating the opening of schools with
a minority character irritating hurdles
are placed? This, among other thing,
has resulted in Muslims remaining
behind in education.

To make things worse
Government has started interfering
with the small segment of education
taken up by religious madrasas which

Saiyid Hamid*
according to Sachar Committee's
Report cover only 4% of the Muslim
population. 96% of Muslim children in
the relevant age group go to religious
madrasas. True, many of these
madrasas suffer because of dearth of
resources. If the authorities are
worried on this score the answer
evidently was supplying the resources
without attaching strings. This is
exactly what they attempted in the
1990s under cover of a scheme titled
Modernisation of Madrasas. They
took care to hold discussions with
representative of Madrasas and
assured them that they would not
interfere at all with the learning
teaching process. The scheme has
been in operation over the last about
two decades. Although beset with a
number of deficiencies, it was a
landmark step where assistance for
teaching some of the important
modern subjects was provided in the
shape of teachers and infrastructure,
including teaching aids.

The next step obviously should
have been an evaluation of the
functioning of the scheme and
removal of defects. Prominent among
the deficiencies was, the expectation

*The writer, a renowned educationist former Vice Chancellor of Aligarh Muslim
University is presently Chancellor of Hamdard University.
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hat one teacher could teach five
nodern subjects comprising Maths,
,ciences, English, Hindi and social
tudies. Moreover, the quality of
eachers provided and the
smoluments sanctioned were
nadequate. The present writer had
sonducted a sample survey at the
nstance of H.R.D. It is should have
seen followed up. Instead of doing
‘hat the authorities preferred a
<neejerk action and sought to
astablish a Central Madrasa Board
which dangled before the Madrasas
the bait of substantial assistance. In
their unwarranted zeal they could not
assess that Muslims in general and
Madrasas in particular were very
sensitive about the total
independence of their religious
institutions. Nor was the instance of
Madrasa -Boards in the States
encouraging. In sum, the Government
displayed more valour than discretion
in their venture relating to the Central

Madrasa Board. The Board's

proposed composition makes it
hidebound and provides loopholes for
government's interference.

it is therefore time that instead
of prolonging the suspense, agony
and unease of madrasas the
Government rolled back an unwise
and unnecessary step, and left to the
community's discretion reforms in
religious education. Changes in
stance are already being effected
through the H.R.D's scheme relating

lf\f\‘

to strengthening of moral values
through education which is being
implemented for the benefit of
madrasas by Hamdard Education
Society. The provision of computers to
madrasas has also helped in
modernization. @

The Prophet (PBUH) has
been reported to say, as
related by Abu Huraira:
"Do you know who is
poor?" The Companions
replied, "The poor among us
is one who is one who 1is
lacking in wealth and
.belongings." Then the
Prophet (PBUH) clarified,”" In -
my Ummah poor is one who
will come laden with such
pious deeds as Salat, Zakat,
and Fasting on the Day of
Judgement but would have
abused some one blame some
one, usurped some one's
belongings, shed some one's
blood, and beaten some one.
Then his pious deeds would
be distributed among his
victims he will be burdened
with their sins and then
thrown over into hell."




Islamic Traditions in Public Relations

ontrary to the claims of the
Western schools that public
relations is a new science
which took shape as a distinct discipline
only at the beginning of the twentieth
century, there exists strong evidence that
the Muslim rulers made use of the PR
techniques for persuasive communication
even 1500 years ago. The Muslim Caliphs
had a separate cadre of officers who were
involved in public relationing and who were
even designated as Public Relations
Officers. :
Hazrat Ali's Epistle
The fourth Caliph of Islam, Hazrat
Ali's epistie to the Governor of Egypt, Malik
Ashtar, bears testimony to the existence of
the institution of Public Relations Officers
during the time of the Caliphs. Hazrat Ali's
epistle is in the shape of a detailed and
comprehensive letter advising the
Governor how to manage the state affairs
and make recruitment to various offices,

_ keeping in view certain basic qualities and

traits in persons who are appointed to man
various important official positions. The
epistle forms an interesting reading and itis
a remarkable document on the techniques

of statecraft and management. Allama -

Rashid Turabi has translated this historic
document into English and subsequently it
has been published by various
organizations, including the Senate of
Pakistan.

While describing the types of state
minions, Hazrat Ali's epistle mentions: “We
have the Army formed of the soldiers of
God. We have our civil officers and their
establishments, our judiciary, our revenue
collectors and public relations officers.”
Hazrat Ali (R.A.) never claimed credit for
having created a separate cadre of Public
Relations Officers and this suggests that
this position/cadre had emerged as a
separate and distinct entity even before the

, Alauddin Masood
period of HazratAli (R.A.)

In fact, public relationing is linked to
the civilization and competition and
wherever we find a semblance of
civilization, even during the pre-Christ era,
we find traces there of people who carried
out functions some of which today form an
essential or integral component of the
overall job of a public relations practitioner.

Communication Skills

Excavations in Irag have revealed
that the authorities in the ancient Iraq put a
high premium on communication skills and
used them to convince the farmers about
the benefits of using the latest techniques
of harvesting, sowing and irrigation. The
popular more for the dissemination of
messages at that time was through stone
tablets which carried and conveyed the
messages.

Another form of -spreading
information advertising- began to flourish
around 3200 B. C. in Egypt. After some
time, the ancient Roman learnt this art from
the Egyptians and started to use
advertising for publicity.

In ancient Greece, the politicians
commissioned lobbyists to convince their
voters. These lobbyists, who were known
as Sophists, were renowned for their
reasoning and rhetoric and they wouid
extol the virtues of their particular
candidates in the amphitheaters or at other
places. Not only this, the Greeks used
communication techniques to win support
of their citizens in their war efforts as early
as the times of Julius Caesar (100-44B.C.)
and subsequently it became an essential
component of every war effort.

In the South Asia Sub-Continent,
the monarchs of the pre-Christ era tried to
establish permanent channels of
communications with their subjects. The
rulers of the day would use several means,

~including carvings on rocks or specially
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constructed monuments, to highlight their
achievements, convey the royal
proclamations or keep the people informed
about measures initiated by the state for
their welfare, progress and prosperity.

One of the decrees issued by
Ashoka (3000 B.C.) can be seen on a rock
near Mansehra, a city in the North Western
Frontier Province of Pakistan. The text of
the carvings portrays the laws in force at
that time, measures to make the people
abide to the law, curb racial/class conflicts,
public welfare schemes/ programmes
initiated by the state while at the same time
endeavouring to assure the people that
new measures/step shall result in
improving the efficiency of the state
machinery. Such rock carvings bear
testimony to the efforts that the ancient
kings made to keep a constant channel of
communication and thus mutual
understanding with their public.

Another important function of a PR
practitioner is to keep the management
fully informed about the public reaction to
their policies, products or services. The
Muslim kings of the South Asia Sub-
Continent appointed Waqga-e-Nawees
(scribes/correspondents) for keeping
themselves abreast of the public opinion
and also their reaction to various policies/
measures, law and order situation, general
state of affairs in the country, life style of the
functionaries and behavior of the state
minions with the general public. These
scribes were directly responsible to the
emperor and kept the sovereign informed
about the situation and important
happenings in their areas of posting.

Qur'an the Best guide

God has told human beings, from
time to time, what is good for them and what
is bad for them, what is permissible for
them and what is forbidden for them, what
gives meaning to their earthly existence
and what reduces it to an exercise in
absurdity. The first prophet to whom God
revealed Himself was Adam and the last
prophetin the series is Muhammad (Peace
be upon him).

A

The holy Prophet (PBUH), like his
predecessors, served as a medium for
divine communication to the mankind and
the Qur'anic communication is positive
communication. It lays down definite
prescriptions and prohibitions for leading a
meaningful and purposeful life. The
message and communication of Qur'an
has an appeal not only to the reason and
understanding but to the whole nature of
man by which he is enabled to know and
appreciate the truth and to be in spiritual
accord with the planning Will of God. The
Qur'an is also the most effective form of
communication because it leaves no scope
for doubt and skepticism.

Naturally, the holy Qur'an served
the Muslims as the best source or guide for
drafting messages for persuasive
communication with the public by
attempting to follow some of the techniques
that God Almighty revealed to the faithful. In
Qur'an, the messages of vital nature have
been repeated again and again lest the
human beings, who have a limited an short
memory, forget the fundamental/vital points
ofthe teachings of Islam.

As regards the
principles/techniques used in the holy
Book, these are varied and numerous and
in keeping with the psyche, knowledge,
background, environment and the
experiences of the persons. In addition to
the technique of repetition, the principle of
“scare tactics” has been used to prevent
the masses, who are accustomed to
authoritarian, education and generally
refrain from doing things which carry
penalty, from indulging in social vices like
adulteration smuggling, hoarding, grafting,
favouritism, nepotism, adultery etc. This
approach was beefed up with the stories
pertaining to those races/nations who
benefitted by practicising good deeds and
those who got ruined by indulging in
bad/abhorring customs and traditions. This
approach, which is based on the
experiences of others, is today recognized
to be an effective method/technique for
preventing people from the vices like drug
abuse, gambling, horse-racing and other
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similar habits/rituals.

Reasoning and Logic

The elite, the educated or the
intellectuals can only be brought to one's
point of view by argumentation, reasoning
an logic and the holy Qur'an uses this
approach, particularly while dealing with
the topics like there being but only one
God, there being no offsprings of the God,
His being the sole and the absolute wieldier
of authority, power and might, having no
partners or co-sharer of the authority in His
scheme of things, His being the only one
who provides food to all human-beings and
other forms living on the planet earth and
so on and so forth. Another technique that
we find in the holy Qur'an can be called
challenge the universe and the systems
governing it that He has created are
unparalleled and cannot be created by
anyone else or there is none who can make
these systems to deviate from the course
prescribed by God Almighty. Qur'an also
throws a challenge to all doubting Toms
and Dicks: “Who is more true in statement
thanAllah.” (4-87)

Reward is another commonly used
technique of PR which seems to have been
borrowed by the mankind from the
revelations by the Allah Almighty. The holy
Qur'an promises a very good recompense
to the virtuous ones (i.e. those who lead life
in this world as ordained by Allah) in the
hereafter they would live for ever in the
paradise where they shall have lofty
mansions, equipped with all comforts of life
in addition to all other necessities in
abundance that they may wish or desire.
There are numerous other examples of
persuasive communication which have
been used in the holy Book, but these are
not being touched here for brevity's sake.

Personality of the Holy Prophet

The personality of the holy Prophet
(PBUH) is a perfect role model for all PROs
to come who can draw a lot from his
manners, speech, traditions, interaction,
directives etc. for establishing a positive
and successful channel of communication
with their “publishes” or the target
population.

All the biographers of the holy
Prophet (PBUH) have described him to be
a social being of unusual charms and an
embodiment of fine manners - truthful,
honest, kind, brave, courageous, forgiving,
helpful, hospitable, gracious,
compassionate, neat, clean, eloquent
speaker, keen listener, champion of justice,
equality etc; champion of justice, equality
et; whose style of living was, by choice and
design, most austere but nonetheless he
was high-minded and noble in attitude.

-Zakaria Bashier, in his book,
“Sunshine at Madina”, writes that the style
of leadership of the holy Prophet (PBUH)
“was not that of an overbearing lord,
obsessed by promoting his own image and
strengthening his personal grip. Nor was it
the style of an envious professor irritated if
one of his students excelled. Far from
trying to dim and lessen the merit of his
Companions, he for ever sought to exait
and improve them and lead them towards
the realization 'of what was best and most
noble in them. ... He would even ask his
Companions to convey to him the needs of
those who could not convey them in
person, saying “whosoever conveys them,
God would establish and strengthen him on
the Resurrection Day. ...

“Far from attempting to mock them
or demoralize them, he should say things
which would help them overcome their
vices and weaknesses. In this way, he
would raise and foster what was best in
them, encourage them and make them
want to do good deeds. He honoured them
with his gracious hospitality. It was always
his habit and concern to please and honour
his Companions. He would take great care
to especially honour those who had merit or
were previously honoured by their own
people (even before comingto Islam)....

“In return for his kindness and
honouring of them, they remained for ever
captivated by his love and favour. They
loved him more than they loved their own
partners, more even than they loved their
parents, more even than themselves,
ready to do anything to please him, to die if
need be in his defence and in defence of
the new faith and society.”
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The personality and traits of the holy
Prophet (PBUH) are a perfect model for
persons engaged in Da'wah or PR
profession whose role is to influence the
minds/ attitudes of the people. The holy
Qur'an also carries and advice for all
communicators: Communicate truth
because truthful men and women are
deserving of forgiveness and great reward.

Open conferences

The Caliphs also introduced the
concept of the Open Conference, another
technique of PR which is being widely used
these days for motivating the public, both
internal and external. HazratAliis onrecord
as having advised, in this famous epistle,
the Governor of Egypt Malik Ashtar to
‘meet the oppressed and the lowly
periodically in an open conference....
having a heart-to-heart talk with them, and
let none from your armed guard or civil
officers or members of the police or the
Intelligence Department be by your side, so
that the representatives of the poor might
state their grievances fearlessly and
without -reserve... Accept the
recommendations made by your officers for
the redress of the grievances of the clerical
staff. See to it that petitions or applications
submitted for your consideration are
brought to your notice the very day they are
submitted, however much your officers
might try to prevent this. Dispose of the
day's work that very day, for the coming day
will bring with it its own tasks.”

Glorious Traditions

We can say on the basis of the
above facts that the Muslims have glorious
traditions in PR. They were, probably, the
first to use’ the nomenclature of “Public
Relations Officer” for a person engaged in
PR practice. The personality of the holy
Prophet (PBUH) and his behavior/dealings
with various sections of the public, both
Muslim and non-Muslim, are the best
examples of developing and fostering
human relations, changing their orientation
and motivating them to strive for achieving
the loftier goals in life. These people, some
of whom were completely devoid of
passion before their conversion to Islam,

became not only ardent believers and
staunch followers of the new faith but also
persons captivated by extreme love for the
Prophet (PBUH), ever ready to make any
sacrifice on his command and considering
no sacrifice too great or supreme while
following his dictates.

The Caliphs followed the teachings
of the holy Qur'an and the traditions of the
holy Prophet (PBUH) both in letter and

. spirit and widely practiced the concepts like

participative approach, consultation, open
conference etc. while running the affairs of
the state. They were also fully conscious of
the need to keep the internal public fully
motivated and introduced various schemes
for their welfare. The Caliphs also advised
the provincial governors to accept the
recommendations made by officers for
redressing the grievances of the clerical
staff.

No, doubt, the nature of PR work
and also the media and the techniques
have significantly improved over the years,
primarily due to the rapid strides in the
communications, enabling the human-
beings to use the latest techniques
perfected by the man over the centuries for
communications with fellow human beings.
While in the past, PR programmes largely
involved inter-personal communication,
the choices available to the PR practitioner
of today are immense and these are
increasing every day due to the innovations
in the communication technology and the
invention of satellite, P.C.s, telefax etc.
which has made it possible to communicate
or send message to people all over the
globe within the twinkle of an eye. However,
itis now established beyond any doubt that
the growth of PR activities is linked with the
growth and development of civilization and
in the past wherever we find a trace of
civilization, affluence and healthy
competition there existed PR activities and
also the PR practitioners to perform the
assignedroles. ®
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In Faith Lies the Key

eligion is not only a creed or

code but an insight into

reality. The real reason of
life, is after all, based on religion. It is
sociological phenomenon. it is the 'sumum
bonum' of life in this world and always
demands the synthetic approach for
helping realize it. It is physical science and
experience that man ought to look for, in
religion. The holy Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) says: “Deen' (way of life) is but
sincere advice.” (Muslim) He further says:
‘when Allah wishes good for anyone He
instructs him in the religion.” (Bukhari and
Muslim)

Itis religion which provides peace of
mind and develops in a man moral courage,
piety, compassion, kindness,
righteousness, honesty, rectitude, integrity,
reliability, sincerity, wisdom, courage,
moderation, clemency, forgiveness, sense
of justice. In the words of Swami
Vivekananda 'The end and all aim of all
religion is to realize God. The greatest of all
training is to worship God alone'.
(Teachings of Swami Vivekananda, p. 241)

Prominent historian Ibn Khaldun
has elaborated the importance of religion in
the following words:

“Only by God's help in establishing
His religion do individual desires come
together in agreement to press their claims,
and hearts become united. Religious
colouring does away with mutual jealousy
and envy among people who share in a
asabiyya and cause concentrations upon
the truth. When people (by the help of
religion) come to have the right insight into
their affairs, nothing can withstand them,
because their outlook is one and this object
is one of common accord.” He further said:

Obaidur Rahman Nadwi

“Religion is both a sociological and spiritual
experience. It is a bond of social unity as
well as an instrument for purification of
human soul and mind.” (Intellectual
Foundations of Muslim Civilization, p. 130)
It should be kept in mind that
Islamic concept of religion is quite unique
as compared to other faiths. Its main plank
is to worship only one Allah. As the holy
Qur'an vividly said: “I have only created jinn
and men, that they may serve me. No
sustenance do | require of them, nor do |
require that they should feed me. For Allah
is He who gives all sustenance, Lord of
power, steadfast forever.” (S. 51, A. 56-58)
It is evident that when any bond man bows
down and prostrates himself before Allah,
He (Allah) bestows him with wisdom and
provides him strength to perform good
acts. Thus he keeps himself away from
committing mischievous and unholy
deeds. Besides religion of Islam teaches its
adherents to do good with every human
being regardless of caste and creed. The
holy Qur'an says: “Help ye one another in
righteousness and piety, but help ye not in
sin and rancour.” (S. 5, A. 2) The holy
Prophet said: “Help your brother, be he a
wrong-doer or wronged.” Thereupon a man
exclaimed: “O Messenger of Allah! | may
help him if he is wronged; but how could |
help a wrong-doer?” He (the Prophet) said:
“you prevent him from doing wrong; that will
be your help to him.” (Bukhari and Muslim)
He further says: “A man who points out the
good, is like one who does it.” (Muslim)
Noted scholar Hammudah Abdalati
has rightly said: “It is true that genuine
religion must come from Allah for the right
guidance of man. It satisfies the spiritual
and moderate material needs of man. It
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unites his psychological note and
complexes, sublimates his instincts and
aspirations, and disciplines his desires and
the whole course of life. It improves his
knowledge of God the Highest Truth in the
universe, and of his own self. It teaches him
about the secrets of life and the nature of
man and how to treat them, about good and
evil, about right and wrong. It purifies the
soul from evil, clears the mind from doubts,
strengthens the character and corrects the
thinking and connections of man. All this
can be achieved only when man faithfully
observes the spiritual duties and physical
regulations introduced by religion. On the
other hand, the religion educates man and
trains him in hope and patience, in
truthfulness and honesty, in love for the
right and good, in courage and endurance,
all of which are required for the monastery
of the great art of living, moreover, true
religion insures man against fears and
spiritual losses, and assures him of God's
aid and unbreakable alliance, provides
man with peace and security and makes his
life meaningful.” (Islamin Focus, p. 30)

It is unfortunate that modern man
lack these qualities and virtues. Today we
see chaos all around; murders, loot, sexual
offences, kidnapping even match-fixing
and cyber-crimes are aplenty. The existing
laws have failed to infuse any fear in anti-
social elements. It is more than fear the
faith in Allah that may help in purging the
society from evils. It makes human life
comfortable and cheerful. Despite these
sublime qualities, excellent values and
good norms of faith, it has been projected in
a distorted way. Even in the age of reason
and in the era of science and technology,
French philosophers with the likes of
Voltaire, Diderot, Heuerbach, Holbach, La-
Mettrie, and German philosophers like

Feuerbach, Karl Marx and Engels, etc.
considered religion as the enemy of free
thought, reason and enlightenment. It goes
without saying that even Karl Marx and
Engels showed that is not nature but man's
specific attitude to it, that gave birth to
religion. “Religion,” wrote Engels, “arose in

very primitive times from erroneous and |

primitive conceptions of men about their
own nature and external nature
surrounding them.” “Man makes religion,”
wrote Marx, adding, “religion does not
make man.”

[t may be significant to note here
that above views were worked out by Lenin.
He demonstrated in his writings that the
fight against religious prejudices could only
be successful during revolutionary
transformation of old social relations based
on the masses, their level of exploitation,
backwardness and illiteracy. Between late
1890s to 1900s, 1907 to be precise, Lenin
raised the issue of religion, more than 50
times, that establishes his ignorance of
“reality”.

It should also be borne in mind that
peace is the leitmotif of all religions, and
war and disturbance are its distortion. It is
unfortunate that some so-called
‘enlightened' people are now associating it
with war and terrorism. This is totally wrong
and at best, deliberate distortion.

In a nutshell, it is only through
religion that it is possible to convert the
chaos of life into a harmonious pattern of
peace, happiness, and general welfare.
So, if science gives comfort of life, faith and
spiritualism give mental peace and
courage. It cultivates higher qualities
among the human beings. Therefore, it is
necessary to give importance to religion,
without faith and conviction, human values
in a person can not be cultivated. ®
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Islam and Economics

resources for
mankind. This approach can
be understood by the following verse:

And We have given vyou
(mankind) power in the earth, and
appointed for you therein a livelihood.
Little give ye thanks! (The Qur'an 7:10)

The Arabic word that has been
translated as 'livelihood' is ma'aish that
can be alternatively translated as
worldly resources or economic goods.
God has made earth a storehouse of
required commodities and bestowed
man with the opportunity, power and
authority to utilize these for his
livelihood. A corollary of this position is
that utilization of these worldly goods,
as such, is desirable. If any element of
undesirability comes in it is because of
improper utilization of me resources.
The verse as above says that generally
man is not thankful for the bounties of
God. This is the basic message of the
Qur'an that human beings should be
aware of the kindness of the Almighty
and recognize through their thoughts
(convictions) and deeds. The Qur'an
calls for such awareness, acceptance
and recognition of the heavenly
gratitude which is called shukr in the
Islamic parlance- and lead life in
accordance therewith.

The above mentioned positive
and practical approach of Islam about
resources is also found in a number of
traditions of Prophet Muhammad (may

slam is proactive about
worldly

Waquar Anwar
Allah bless and greet him). In one such
tradition it is related that once the
Prophet summoned one of his
companions and asked him to proceed
on a mission saying that the companion
will be successful in the task and he will
also get wealth. The companion said
that he had accepted the faith for
reward hereafter and not for getting
wealth. The Prophet replied, “Good
wealth is good for a good person (nemal
malus saleh lir rajulis saleh - Musnad
Ahmad).” In another tradition the
wordings of the Prophet's reply
recorded are, “How good is the good
wealth for a good person (neimma bil
malus saleh lir rajulis saleh).”

It means that a demarcation line
between good wealth and bad wealth is ;
required and only that wealth is
recommended for a good person that
can befit the expression 'good’
relegating everything else in the
negative list that is unfit for a believer.
Such good earning is so much
desirable that another tradition of the
Prophet gives the good tiding that a
truthful and honest trader will be a
companion of Prophets, the most
righteous and the martyrs. (Tirmidhi).

Yet another tradition of the
Prophet says that God loves a person
who tiols hard in search of his livelihood
(Tirmidhi). So much so that earning
clean livelihood is obligatory after the
obligatory prayers (Mishkaat). In other
words, a believer is first required to

-©
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abide by the pillars of Islam and perform
obligatory prayers in accordance
therewith and then toil for earning his
livelihood. It is the secondary obligation
after the primary one. This principle can
be best understood by studying the
following verse of the holy Qur'an:

And when the prayer is ended,
then disperse in the land and seek of
Allah's bounty, and remember Allah
much, that ye may be successful. (The
Qur'an62:10)

The prayer referred to in the
above verse is the Friday congregation.
The believers are asked to respond to
the call of payer first and then disperse
on earth in search of their livelihood.
Thus an effort for earning worldly
resources is not only acceptable and
advisable: it is enshrined too, provided
it does not come in the way of the
primacy of the faith in God and
performing the obligatory prayers. A
true believer should understand the
correct sense of proportion. Further,
God should be remembered even in the
course of earning resources because
the wealth so amassed is a divine
bounty.

Dignity of Labour

In pre-Islamic period of Arabia,
as in the world today, one of the major
factors on which the position of a man
was decided was the nature of job he
was doing. Dignity of a person was
linked to the mode of his earning. The
position in the world today is not much
different. An executive is higher in social
ranking than a clerk. A person doing
manual labour is considered lower in
strata than that engaged in a white

collar job. Islam contradicts this position
and teaches that there is no relationship
between honour of a person and his
mode of occupation, provided the
occupation itself falls in the undesirable
category.

The Arabs in general and those
residing in Makkah in particular, at the
time of Prophet Muhammad (may Allah
bless and greet him), were very much
conscious about the social position of a
person which for them was primary
related to birth, profession, wealth,
number of male children, and
eloquence in the form of oration or
poetry, etc. The residents of Makkah
were businessmen who used to travel
in caravan with goods for trading. They
considered themselves to be higher in
status as compared to those residing in
Madinah who were farmers. Hence in
the Battle of Badr when three warriors
of Makkah origin came forward and
challenged the Muslims and three
warriors of Madinan origin responded
and went ahead, the Makkans
protested that they wanted warriors of
their status, that meant honourable

_persons of Makkah origin. The Prophet

withdrew those Madinan warriors and
provided the match the enemies
wanted. This false pride was so much
deep rooted that Abu Jahl who was
injured by two youngsters from Madina
and finally killed by Abdullah lbn
Masood, a poor man whose occupation
while he was in Makkah was to graze
cattle of rich persons for his livelihood,
expressed his dismay while dying that
he was not killed by a person of his
match!

Islam propagated the concept




" %

L d

—ll THE FRAGRANCE OF EAST, February, 2010]

that dignity is a function of morality and
religiosity; the more pious, virtuous and
God-fearing a person is the more
valuable he will be in Islam. Hence of all
wrong criterions, worth of a person will
not be judged on the basis of his
vocation or occupation.

The Prophet used to do work like
repairing his own dress and footwear,
feeding camels and horses and milking
goats himself. He was very particular
about sharing the burden of other
persons and participating in all works
on equal basis. Once when he was
travelling with his colleagues they
stayed at a place and distributed work
like cooking, feeding the animals,
erecting tents, among themselves, the
Prophet said that he would do the work
of collecting wood for the fuel. The
companions insisted otherwise but he
did not like any preferential treatment.
He emphasized that when everyone
else was working and doing some
service why he shouldn't.

When the Prophet came to
Madinah two mosques were
constructed: one in Qiba at the outskirt
where he had stayed for some days and
the other in the place where he finally
settled down. Further, a trench was dug
along three sides of Madinah to
safeguard the city when a big army of
enemies was encircling it. The Prophet
worked as a manual labour along with
other companions at all those
occasions. We come to know from
traditions that Abdullah bin Rawaha, a
companion may God be pleased with
him- was singing in a loud voice while
working and the Prophet was echoing in
chorus along with others. The Prophet

used to carry a so heavy stone that he

- would bent under its weight. The

companions would come and request
to give them the load; he would
concede, give that away and then pick
another stone of more or less the same
weight!

In addition to leaving his
example of dignity of labour the
Prophet's traditions have a number of
teachings supporting this.

He said that the best food of a
person is the one earned by one's own
hands and Prophet Daud used to do
manual labour for his food. (Bukhari)

The hands of one of the
companions had blackened because of
hard manual labour. The Prophet
kissed that black spot. This was a mark
of recognition that the hard toil of that
companion was very much dignified!

Once, when a poor companion
asked for help, the Prophet asked him
to bring his belongings, got them
auctioned and got an axe purchased
from the proceeds and prepared its
wooden handle with his own hands and
gave the axe to that help-seeker, asking
him to proceed to the jungle for cut
woods for sale. After a couple of days
that companion reported his better
financial position and some small
saving as well. The Prophet was happy
and expressed that earning livelihood
through one's own labour is much better
than seeking help from others.

Such teachings coupled with the
examples left by the exalted Prophet
and his exemplary companions set an
entirely new rule of dignity of labour and
that of mankind based on high moral

principles. ®
-
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Narsimha Rao Wanted a Temple at Babri Site

VRK Prasad, joint secretary of Narsimha Rao has
disclosed that the late PM wanted to build a temple at the
site of the Babri Masjid. The disclosure has been madein
the Telgu book of Prasad whose English version is likely
to be published soon. The book released on January 17,
according to news items published in 'Sahafat and
'Rashtriya Sahara' (18/1), says during the two years after
the demolition of the mosque, Rao made every effort to
the end and had he succeeded to continue as PM, he
would have fulfilled his desire. For the purpose, says the
book, he had set up a trust called Ramalaya and
entrusted him (Prasad) the work of enrolling all the chiefs
of 'mutts’ and 'tirth sthans'. The chiefs of Kanchi, Dwarka
and Badrinath had joined the trust and former chief
minister of Madhya Pradesh Digvijay Singh had helped
Rao in holding talks with religious leaders of Allahabad,
Varansi and Jaipur. The then Prime Minister, says the
book, did not want the credit of temple construction to go
to Bharatiya Janata Party and according to Prasad he
had said he could fight the BJP but how could he fight
Ram? The Congress defeat in 1996 left the task Rao had

set for himself unaccomplished, added the book.
(Times of India 24-01 -2010)
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Ihdia’s Cultural Pluralism its Best Defence

s the anniversary of the
cataclysmic event of
26/11 draws near,

undoubtedly the country will relive the
painful and humiliating memory of its
powerful financial capital held
hostage for more than 36 hours by a
group of murderous terrorists
sneaking in from Pakistan,
challenging the might and capabilities
of the Indian nation. But instead of
replaying those dark moments,
Indians ought to remember with pride
the aftermath of the tragedy. The days
after the terror strikes saw a
spontaneous nationwide outpouring
of sympathy for Mumbai with all
communities united in their anger and
outrage at the impunity with which
Pakistan-based jihadi terrorists had
struck at India.
Indeed the Indian national spirit
triumphed in that dark moment with
thousands of citizens of diverse
cultural and social identities rallying
together to support Mumbai in that
traumatic phase. There was a
remarkable absence of communal
violence with even the Shiv Sena in
Mumbai resisting the political
temptation of baiting Muslims in that
stressful period. As a new generation
of Indians made the political class and
the political system the targets of their

Malini Parthasarathy
ire, one refreshing change was that
there was absolutely no focus on
communal and social identities.
Projected was a collective sense of
“‘we Indians” against the external
intruders. All this showed that the
enduring sense of national unity was a
solid asset that helped the country tide
over what could have been a deeply
disintegrative challenge.
It is clear that with the United
Progressive Alliance government
emphasizing its commitment to
secular governance and the
preservation of cultural pluralism, the
minorities, especially the Muslim
community, find little conflict between
their civic identities as Indian citizens
and their cultural and religious
affiliations. When national identity is
defined in cultural nationalist terms,
the loyalty of minority groups to the
national identity comes under intense
pressure. In an increasingly disturbed
security environment with terrorism
sharpening in intensity in Pakistan, it
is imperative that the UPA remain
unswerving in its acknowledgment
that without secularism and internal
communal harmony, it would be
difficult to fight terrorism.
In a departure from its usual reticence,
the election campaign for the 2009
Lok Sabha saw both Prime Minister

' J)
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Manmoham Singh and Congress
president Sonia Gandhi asserting that
terrorism and communalism were two
aspects of the same challenge and
that a country divided by
communalism could not fight terror.
The logic of that argument needs to be
sustained forcefully today in the face
of renewed challenges to the minority
groups' assertions of their cultural
rights. The UPA must not allow the
BJP which is battling its own internal
demons to resurrect majoritarian
Hindutva campaigns mounting
pressure on the cultural rights of the
minorities especially Muslims. The
latest incident in which BJP leaders
Murli Manohar Joshi and Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi have sought to put Union
Home Minister P. Chidambaram and a
section of the Muslim community on
the defensive is a case in point.

The 30th general session of the
Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind at Deoband,
western Uttar Pradesh adopted a
resolution on November 3, upholding
a fatwa of 2006 by the Deoband
Ulema, describing the singing of the
Vande Mataram as anti-Islamic
because some -of its verses were
against the tenets of Islam.
The Deoband clerics apparently took
pains to ensure that their objections to
the singing of the Vande Mataram
were not to be seen as being
unpatriotic. The resolution that was
adopted said categorically "Patriotism
does not require singing of the Vande
Mataram. We love our country and

@

have proved this several times but
Vande Mataram violates our faith in
monotheism that is the foundation of
Islam... We love and respect the
mother but do not worship her." It went
on to demand that "the issue of Vande
Mataram should not be deliberately
raised for causing communal discord
and threat to law and order." It was
also pointed out after discussions
amongst the participants in the
meeting that the resolution was
necessitated by the fact that the song
was being introduced in several
government schools in BJP-ruled
States.

It must be recalled that
historically the Vande Mataram song
did not become the national anthem
precisely for the reason that it had
strong Hindu connotations by
depicting the Indian nation as
Goddess Durga. Not only did Muslims
object but virtually every other
minority had objected, leading to the
Jana Gana Mana being adopted as
the Indian national anthem. The
essence of the idea of cultural
pluralism is to ensure that every
religious or social group is allowed its
own cultural space in which it has the
right to practise its own beliefs and
traditions. How would it be right to
question the patriotism of Muslims
and other minority groups because of
their rejection of a song that is by no
means the national anthem?
To accuse the Deoband Ulema, a
critical support group in the fight

o
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~ against terror, given that it issued a
fatwa against terror last year, of “a
separatist mindset” as the BJP's Mr.
Nagvi did on Wednesday is to
needlessly provoke a confrontation.
Mr. Chidambaram who had clearly
made a special effort to underline the
UPA's commitment to cultural
pluralism by participating in this
conference did well to assert that “a
nation can ignore its minorities only at
its peril’, that Islam could not be
viewed as “an alien faith” and that
-India was for Muslims, the land of their
“forefathers” and of their “birth”. But
subsequent attacks on his
participation in the Deoband
conference by Dr. Joshi and Mr.
Naqvi, asserting that his presence
gave legitimacy to the resolution
~ opposing the Vande Mataram song
appear to put the Home Minister on
the defensive with his stating that he
was not present when the resolution
was passed.

The UPA government, which in
its second term has promised that it
views communalism and terrorism as
two equally dangerous aspects of the
same challenge, must not waver in its
defence of the rights of minority
groups to have their unique cultural
assertions. Given that the Indian
national identity as defined in the
Indian Constitution is anchored to
civic and territorial parameters, there
is no inherent conflict between loyalty
to the Indian nation and a community's
own religious beliefs. To question the

~ patriotism of the Muslim community

on the ground that it refuses to
‘worship” India as a concept is to
make a mockery of the real meaning
of patriotism and national loyalty.
As the framers of the constitution
wisely concluded decades ago, when
they rejected the idea of including a
reference to God in the Preamble to
the Constitution, imposing such a
concept would go against the spirit of
the Constitution. As H. N. Kunzru told
the Constituent Assembly during the
debate on the Preamble, “Such a
course of action is inconsistent with
the Preamble which promises liberty
of thought, expression, belief, faith
and worship to everyone. How can we
deal with this question in a narrow
spirit?”

For, Dr. Joshi and his cultural
nationalist colleagues to persist with
describing the Deoband fatwa against
the singing of the Vande Mataram

~song as “against the provisions of the

Constitution”, would be to misread
recent Indian history. There can be no
Clearer assertion of the responsibility
of the Indian state to provide for
cultural pluralism and also of the rights
of the citizens of India to enjoy cultural
and religious freedoms, than is set out
in the Indian Constitution. Cultural
pluralism remains India's strongest
card and its best defence against
attempts to wreck its integrity or
weaken its national structure from
inside and outside. @

(The Hindu - 05-09-2009)
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The Seven Who will be Under
Allah's Shelter of Mercy

Abu-Hurayrah related that the Prophet, peace be
upon him, said: |

"Seven types of people will be under the shelter of
Mercy on the Day when there will be no shade other than
that of Allah's Mercy: 1) a just ruler, 2) a young person who
kept busy in Allah's worship, 3) a person whose hart was
attached to the mosque, 4) two persons who loved each
other for Allah's sake, they met for His sake and partook for
His sake and left each other for His sake, 5) amanwhowas
invited by a beautiful and charming woman but declined
her offer saying, | fear Allah, 6) a person who gave charity
so secretly that his left hand did not know what was given
by his right hand and 7) a person who remembered Allah

private, so that his eyes brimmed over with tears."”

(Bukhari and Muslim)
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Life and the Universe: Greatest of Designs

any suppose that frogs
mulitiply through
hatching eggs and

developing “tadpoles”. However, there
are many other types of frog
reproduction of which some are quite
surprising. Frogs have been created with
traits that enable them to survive in a
variety of environments. Therefore, they
can live in every continent apart from
Antarctica; there are species of frogs
living in deserts, forests, meadows and
the Himalayas and Andes, where
altitudes exceed 16,500 feet (5000
metres). The densest populations are
scattered throughout the tropical
regions. Approximately forty species of
frogs have been identified within a 0.8
square mile (2 square kilometre) piece of
rain forest.

In some species of frogs, only
males care for the newly born, whereas
in others only females do or both
partners do. For example, males of the
“dart-poison frog” of Costa Rica keep
watch, waiting for the eggs to hatch, for
up to 10-12 days. Through great efforts,
the newly born tadpoles climb and hold
on to the back of the mother so tightly
that they appear to have been welded
on. Then the mother climbs onto a
bromeliad in the forest. The flowers of
this tree are shaped like goblets pointing
skyward, and are filled with water. The
mother releases the newly born frogs
into these flowers, where they grow
safely.

Since there is no food in these

Harun Yahya

waters, the mother frequently lays
unfertilized eggs in the flowers for the
newly born frogs. The tadpoles feed on
these eggs, which are rich in protein and
carbohydrates.

The “gladiator frog” is another
species that defends the area in which
are the eggs. The males of these frogs
have been created with pin-like
extensions under their thumbs, with
which they rip the skin off an intruder
male.

The male small African toad
(Nectophyrne afra) constructs nests out
of mud, which are filled with water to
form ponds, on the coasts of lakes or
slow flowing rivers. The frog makes a
fragile layer of film on the surface of the
water to which the eggs attach
themselves. This way, the €ggs stay on
the surface of the water in order to inhale
oxygen. Since a minute vibration caused
by another frog or a dragonfly's flying
past can destroy this film and send the
eggs to the bottom of the water, where
they would be left to die without oxygen,
the male frog guards the eggs. While
waiting, it kicks its feet in the water in
order to increase oxygen flow through
the membrances of the eggs.

Another species, called the glass
frog due to its transparency, does not
keep watch over its eggs. God inspires
another method in these frogs; they
leave groups of eggs on the rocks and
plants of the tropical lakes or rivers.
When the eggs batch, the tadpoles drop
into the water.

-
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All of these various conscious
and self-sacrificing behavioural
patterns, displayed by different species
of frogs as acts of defence for the newly
born tadpoles, demolish the
fundamental assumptions of
Darwinism. The assertion of Darwinism
that all creatures are in an individual
and selfish struggle for survival comes
to an inevitable dead end in the face of
the efforts of a single frog to defend its
newly born offspring. Furthermore, the
intelligent behavior shown by these
creatures cannot be explained away as
occurring through coincidence as
argued by Darwinism. These are clear
signs that living things have been
created by God and are directed by the
instincts inspired in them.

Frogs Reproduced in the Stomach

The extraordinary reproduction
method of a species of frog called
Rheobatrachus silus, is another
example of the superb design in the
creation of God. Female
Rheobatrachus frogs swallow their
eggs after fertilization, not to eat them
but to protect them. The hatching
tadpoles remain and grow in the
stomach for the first six weeks after
hatching. How is it possible that they
can remain in their mother's stomach
that long without being digested?

A flawless system has been
created to enable them to do so. First,
the female ceases to feed for those six
weeks, which means the stomach is
reserved solely for the tadpoles.
However, another danger is the regular
release of hydrochloric acid and pepsin
in the stomach. These chemicals would
normally quickly kill the offspring.
However, this is prevented by a very

AN

special measure. The fluids in the
stomach of the mother are neutralized
by the hormonelike substance
prostaglandin E2, which is secreted
first by the egg capsules and then by
the tadpoles. Hence, the offspring grow
healthily, even though they are
swimming in a pool of acid.

How do the tadpoles feed inside
the empty stomach? The solution to
this has been thought of, too. The eggs
of this species are significantly larger
than those of others, as they contain a
yoke very rich in proteins, sufficient to
feed the tadpoles for six weeks. The
time of birth is designed perfectly as
well. The oesophagus of the female
frog dilates during birth, just like the
vagina of mammals during delivery.
Once the young have emerged, the
oesophagus and the stomach both
return to normal, and the female starts
feeding again.

The miraculous reproductive
system of Rheobatrachus silus
explicitly invalidates the theory of
evolution,
irreducibly complex. Every step has to
take place fully in order for the frogs to
survive. The mother has to swallow the
eggs, and has to stop feeding
completely for 6 weeks. The eggs have
to release a hormone-like substance to
neutralize stomach acids. The addition
of the extra protein-rich yolk to the egg
is another necessity. The widening of
the female's oesophagus cannot be
coincidental. If all these things failed to
happen in the requisite sequence, the
froglets would not survive and the
species would face extinction.

Therefore, this system cannot
have developed step-by-step, as
asserted by the theory of evolution.

since this system is

o
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The very first frog of the Rheobatrachus
silus species existed with this complete
flawless system. All of the creatures
examined throughout this book prove
the same fact: there is a supreme design
in creation encompassing all nature.
God created all living things with
irreducible complexity, in which His
infinite power and knowledge are
illustrated for those who examine them.
Greatest Design: Universe

There are unchangeable
fundamental laws in the universe, which
affect all animate and inanimate beings
alike. These laws are proofs that
illustrate the perfection in the creation of
the universe just as are the flawiess
creatures that live therein. Today, these
hints are presented to us as laws of
physics as discovered largely by

physicists. The laws ordinarily accepted’

as “laws of physics” are nothing but the
evidence of the perfection in creation of
God. ,

Let us give just a few examples of
the perfection of design in the universe.
For instance, let us examine one of a
dozen crucial properties of rainwater:
the “viscosity of water”.

Different liquids have different
degrees of velocity. -However, the
viscosity of water is perfect for the use of
all creatures. If it was a little higher than it
is, plants could not have used it for
transporting the nutrients vitally
important for survival within their
capillary tubes.

If the viscosity of water were
lower than it is, the flow of rivers would
have been a great deal different, hence
the mountain formations would have
changed, valleys and plateaus would not
have formed, and rocks could not have
disintegrated to form soil.

Water also facilitates the
circulation of the red blood cells that
defend our bodies against microbes and
dangerous substances. if water's
viscosity were greater, the movement of
these cells within the vessels would
have been totally impossible, the heart
would have been overwhelmed in
pumping the blood and would possibly
have failed to obtain the energy
necessary for this job.

Even these few examples
sufficiently illustrate that water is a fluid
that has been especially created for
living beings.

Balance of Forces

What would happen if the
gravitational force were greater than it is
today? Running or walking would be
impossible. Humans and animals would
spend much more energy moving about,
which would diminish the energy
resources of the earth. What if gravity
were less powerful? Light objects could
not maintain their state of balance. For
instance, dust particles picked up by
breezes would float in the air for long
periods. The speed of raindrops would
decrease, and they possibly would
evaporate before reaching the ground.
Rivers would flow more slowly and
hence electricity would not be generated
atthe same rate.

All this is rooted in the property of
the gravitational pull of masses.
Newton's law of gravitation states that
the force of the gravitational attraction.
between objects depends on their
masses and the distance between them.
Hence, if the distance between two stars
is increased there times, the
gravitational force is decreased by a
factor of nine, or if the distance is
decreased to half, the force of gravity is
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increased four times.

This law helps explain the current
positions of the earth, moon and planets.
If the law of gravitation were different, for
example, if the gravitational force were
increased as the distance increased, the
orbits of the planets would not be
elliptical and they would collapse into the
sun. If it were weaker, the earth would be
set on a course steadily away from the
sun. So, if the force of gravity did not
have precisely the value it does, the
earth would either collide with the sun or
be lostin the depths of space.

What if Planck's Constant were
Different?

We encounter different forms of
energy all the time. For instance, even
the heart that we sense in front of the fire
has been created with intricate
balances.

In physics, energy is assumed to
radiate not as a wave but in small
particular amounts called “quanta’. In
calculating the radiant energy, a certain
unchanging value called Planck's
Constant is used. This number is
generally small enough to be considered
negligible. This number is one of the
fundamental and unchanging indices in
nature, which is approximately
expressed as 6.626x10-34. In any
situation involving radiation, if the
energy of a photon is divided by its
frequency the result will always equal
this constant. All forms of
electromagnetic energy, i.e. heat, light,
etc. are governed by Planck's Constant.

~If this minute number were a
different size, then the heat we sense in
front of a fire would have been much
stronger. Either, at one extreme, the
smallest fire could have contained

G—

enough energy to burn us up or at the
other extreme, even a giant fireball the
size of the sun would not have been
sufficientto warm the earth.
Frictional Force

Frictional forces are generally
considered inconveniences, as they are
encountered especially while moving
things in our daily lives. However, what
would the world be like if frictional forces
were completely eliminated? Pens and
papers would slip out of our hands and
fall down from the table to the floor,
tables would slide to the corners of
rooms, and in short all objects would fall
and roll until everything finally came to a
stop at the lowest point. In a frictionless
world, all knots would untie, screws and
nails would come off, no cars could ever

_brake, while sounds would never die but

echoe endlessly.

All of these laws of physics are
clear proofs that the universe, just like all
the creatures within it, is a product of
divine design. In fact, the laws of physics
are nothing but human explanations and
descriptions of the divine order that God
has created. God has created the
unchanging laws of order in the universe

_ and put them in the service of humans so

that man will reflect upon and
understand the Sovereignty of God and
give thanks for His blessings.

One can continue giving

countless examples in illustration of the
order in the creation of God. Every
created thing since the formation of the
universe millions of years ago has been
brought into existence by nothing other
than the Omniscience and Sovereignty

of God. @
(YMD)
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US Body Launches Website on
Babri Masjid

he Indian Muslim Council-

USA has launched a new

wW e b s i t e
http://babrimasjid.info to archive the
history of the Babri Masjid and to
document chronology of events that led
to its demolition in the 17" anniversary of
the demolition of the 16" century mosque
Babri Msijid.

The website hosts a collection of
pictures, videos, news reports and
profiles of the accused.

The website will allow the global
community to keep focus on the Babri
Masjid issue and press for
implementation of the recently released
report of the Liberhan Ayodhya
Commission of Inquiry. Liberhan
Commission named 68 accused for their
role in the demolition of the historic Babri
Masjid on Dec 6, 1992. The website
attempts to maintain the latest profiles of
the accused. The IMC-USA, an advocacy
organization of Indian Muslims in the US
with 10 chapters across the USAis based
at 6321 W. Dempster St., Suite# 295,
Morton Grove, IL 60053-2848, Tel: 1-800-
839-7270, email: info@imc-usa.orqg. @

Dubai to host Takaful Seminar
he Islamic Financial

Services Board (IFSB) is
organizing its 5th seminar
on the regulation of Takaful on February 22-
23 in Dubai. The Dubai Financial Services
Authority is hosting the seminar themed:

AROUND THE WORLD

The Future of the Regulation of Takaful.
Islamic insurance or Takaful is becoming
mainstream in today's financial world. It is
reaching beyond the traditionally Muslim
markets, moving into the reaim of key
global financial centers. ®

US Muslims Not Extremists
ears of growing home-
grown terrorism among
the American Muslim

community are highly exaggerated, a
new academic study has concluded.
The "Anti-Terror Lessons of Muslim
American Communities" study,
published by Duke University, is based
on a two-year research of four different
Muslim communities across the US, a
review of studies on the Muslim minority
and a compilations of data on
prosecutions on terrorism-related
offences. "The record over the past
eight years contains relatively few
examples of Muslim-Americans that
have radicalised and turned toward
violent extremism,"” it concluded. The
study, funded by the Department of
Justice, found that only 139 American
Muslims have been involved in or
accused of terrorist violence since the
9/11 attacks. The study credited the low
level of extremism among American
Muslims to the community's efforts to
preventradicalisation. @
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